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North Korea Nuclear Chronology 

Last update: February 2011 

This annotated chronology is based on the data sources that follow each entry. Public sources often provide conflicting 
information on classified military programs. In some cases we are unable to resolve these discrepancies, in others we have 
deliberately refrained from doing so to highlight the potential influence of false or misleading information as it appeared over 
time. In many cases, we are unable to independently verify claims. Hence in reviewing this chronology, readers should take into 
account the credibility of the sources employed here.  

Inclusion in this chronology does not necessarily indicate that a particular development is of direct or indirect proliferation 

significance. Some entries provide international or domestic context for technological development and national policymaking. 

Moreover, some entries may refer to developments with positive consequences for nonproliferation. 

2010 
1 January 2010  

North Korea used outlets throughout the state media to call for ending the hostilities with the U.S. and to make 

the Korean Peninsula "nuclear-free through dialogue and negotiations." Coordinated efforts through KCNA, KCBC, 

Rodong Sinmun, Josoninmingun and Chongnyonjonwi, expressed a desire for peace, however also lauded, "the 

successful launch of man-made satellite Kwangmyongsong-2 and the successful second underground nuclear test." 

There is no mention of a potential start date for the resumption of talks.  

τ"Full text of North Korea's 2010 New Year joint editorial," BBC Monitoring Asia Pacific, 2 January 2010, in 

LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korean new year editorial notes successful nuclear test", BBC Monitoring 

Asia Pacific, 1 January 2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korean calls for end to hostility with US - 

state agency", BBC Monitoring Asia Pacific, 1 January 2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korean 

editorial plays up dialogue in seeking denuclearization τ Yonhap," BBC Monitoring Asia Pacific, 1 January 2010, in 

LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

11 January 2010  

North Korea's Foreign Ministry called for bilateral talks with the United States, focusing on an eventual peace 

treaty, according to state media KCNA. The following day, North Korean Ambassador to China Choe Jin Su 

reiterated, "To bring about trust between the DPRK and the United States, it is necessary to sign a peace accord 

first so as to remove the root cause of hostile relations and the state of war." Japanese media took the offer as 

"just North Korea's way of scheming to "delay" progress on the nuclear issue by first pushing for a peace treaty." 

The U.S. largely dismissed the statements.  

τ"North Korean Foreign Ministry Proposes Early Start of Talks on Peace Treaty", KCNA, 11 January 2010, in 

LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korean Envoy to China Expresses Hope for Peace Accord with US", 

Xinhua, 12 January 2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea Aiming To Change Nature of Six-Party 
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Talks - DPRK Proposal To Make Discussion on Peace Treaty an Agenda Item Intended to Delay Denuclearization", 

Yomiuri Shimbun, 12 January 2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

18 January 2010  

North Korea stated that it will not return to the Six Party Talks until UN-imposed sanctions are removed. South 

Korea dismissed the demand responding, "neither the forum nor its participants have the authority to lift the 

punishment."  

τ"South Korea rejects North's demand for removal of sanctions", Yonhap, 18 January 2010, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea demands removal of sanctions before six-party talks," Yonhap, 18 January 

2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

6-9 February 2010  

Wang Jiarui, head of the International Department of the Communist Party of China Central Committee, led a 

delegation to North Korea in an attempt to restart the Six-Party Talks. Wang met with North Korean leader Kim 

Jong-il, where he delivered a letter from President Hu Jintao. According to Chinese state media, Kim assured Wang 

that Pyongyang is committed to a nuclear-free Korean peninsula. In a further sign of thawing relations, North 

Korean senior envoy to the Six-Party Talks, Kim Kye-gwan, returned to Beijing with Wang on the 9th for additional 

meetings.  

τKwang-tae Kim "Chinese envoy arrives in North Korea," The Associated Press, 6 February 2010, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexis-nexis.com; "Senior Envoy Leads Delegation To DPRK", China Daily, 8 February 2010, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexis-nexis.com; Hyung-Jin Kim, "Report: NKorea's Kim reiterates disarmament pledge", Associated Press, 9 

February 2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

10 February 2010  

Former Vice Minister Wu Dawei was appointed Special Representative for Korean Peninsula Affairs, including 

representing China in the Six Party Talks. Wu had been expected to retire from his Vice Ministry position. He has 

represented China at the Six-Party Talks since 2005.  

τ"China Appoints Wu Dawei as Envoy on Korean Peninsula Affairs", Xinhua, 10 February 2010, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexis-nexis.com. 

9-13 February 2010  

North Korean envoy Kim Kye-gwan met with China's newly re-appointed chief nuclear negotiator Wu Dawei on the 

subject of resuming the Six-Party Talks.  

τ"N.K. Nuclear Negotiator Heads for Home from Beijing", Yonhap, 14 February 2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-

nexis.com; "N. Korea's Nuke Envoy Kim Leaves Beijing for Pyongyang", Japan Economic Newswire, 13 February 

2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

9-12 February 2010  

U.N. political chief B. Lynn Pascoe met with North Korean officials including North Korean Foreign Minister Pak Ui-

chun. It was the first high-level visit of a UN official since 2004. Pascoe delivered a gift and message from UN 

Secretary General Ban Ki-moon; the content was not revealed. Pascoe said the North Koreans were, "certainly not 
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eager, not ruling out, but not eager to return to six-party talks," upon his arrival in Beijing.  

τHyung-jin Kim, "UN Envoy in North Korea to Spur Nuke Talks", Associated Press, 10 February 2010, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexis-nexis.com; Donald Kirk, "North Korea Edges Toward New Nuclear Talks", The Christian Science Monitor, 

12 February 2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com; "UN Envoy Says N.Korea 'Not Eager' to Restart Nuclear 

Talks", Agence France Presse, 12 February 2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

23-27 February 2010  

On the 23rd, North Korean Communist Party official Kim Yong-il met with his Chinese counterpart Wang Jiarui and 

President Hu Jintao in Beijing, deliveriing a message from North Korean leader Kim Jong-il. The same day, Wi Sung-

lac, South Korea's delegate to the Six-Party Talks, also arrived in Beijing to meet with his Chinese counterpart Wu 

Dawei to discuss China's plan for returning to the Six-Party Talks. American envoys Stephen Bosworth and Sung 

Kim arrived in the city and met with Wu Dawei the following day. Stephen Bosworth continued to Seoul where he 

met with Wi Sung-lac, as well as South Korea's National Security Advisor and the Minister of Unification. Special 

Envoy Bosworth then traveled to Tokyo where he met Japan's Foreign Minister and the Japanese delegate to the 

Six-Party Talks. Meanwhile also on the 26th, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Sung Kim met with South 

Korean Foreign Minister Yu Myung-hwan in Washington. This group of meetings were held to discuss ways to 

restart the Six-Party Talks.  

τ"Seoul's Top Nuclear Negotiator Heads to China", Yonhap, 23 February 2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexix-nexis.com; 

"Envoys in China for North Korea nuclear talks", Agence France Presse, 24 February 2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-

nexis.com; "Remarks to Press upon Departure from Seoul", States News Service, 26 February 2010, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexis-nexis.com; "Okada, U.S. envoy agree to closely cooperate to resume 6-party talks", Japan Economic 

Newswire, 26 February 2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. sees signs of progress for reopening of 6-

way talks: Clinton" Yonhap, 27 February 2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com.  

9 March 2010  

In response to annual U.S.-ROK Key Resolve/Foal Eagle military exercises, North Korean state media quoted a 

spokesman for the Foreign Ministry as saying "the DPRK is fully ready for dialogue and war. It will continue 

bolstering up its nuclear deterrent as long as the U.S. military threats and provocations go on."  

τ"Foreign Ministry Says DPRK Ready for Dialogue and War", KCNA, 9 March 2010, www.kcna.co.jp; "DPRK says 

fully ready for dialogue or war regarding U.S.-S Korea military drill: FM", Chinese Ministry of Defense, 9 March 

2010, http://eng.mod.gov.cn; "N.Korea says ready for dialogue and war with US", Yahoo News, 9 March 2010, 

http://new s.yahoo.com, 18 March 2010. 

9 March 2010  

South Korean Foreign Minister Yu Myung-hwan and Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi met in Beijing; they 

discussed the North Korean nuclear issue, the Six-Party Talks, and agreed to step up efforts to restart the stalled 

Six-Party Talks.  

τ"China, South Korea Urge Early Resumption of North Nuclear Talks", Yonhap, 18 March 2010, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexis-nexis.com; "Yang Jiechi Holds Talks with Yu Myung-hwan, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of the 

Republic of Korea", Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Peoples Republic of China; 18 March 2010, 

www.fmprc.gov.cn.  
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21-22 March 2010  

In February 2010, when China's Special Representative for Korean Affairs Wu Dawei met with U.S. and ROK, China 

detailed a three-step proposal on the resumption of the Six-party Talks. The three-step plan included a resumption 

of bilateral talks between North Korea and the U.S., followed by a preparatory meeting of six parties, and ending 

with the formal resumption of the Six-Party Talks. On the March 21, the U.S. accepted the plan to hold a 

preparatory meeting of the delegations, opening the way for bilateral talks between the U.S. and North Korea. 

Washington also indicated that it was possible to discuss rolling back sanctions and requirements for the 

resumption of the Six-Party Talks. By March 22 all parties except North Korea had agreed to hold a preparatory 

meeting.  

τ"China Makes 3-Step Proposal on the Resumption of N. Korea Nuke Talks", Kyodo, 1 March 2010, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexis-nexis.com; "US Accepts Beijing Plan on Meeting of Six-party Talks Participants", ITAR-TASS, 21 March 

2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com; "Six-party Countries Except DPRK Agree to Holding Preliminary Talks: 

Media", Xinhua, 22 March 2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

26 March 2010  

North Korea announced that, "Those who seek to bring down the system in the DPRK, will fall victim to the 

unprecedented nuclear strikes of the invincible army." The statement referred to a 19 March news report in South 

Korea's Dong-a Ilbo that the U.S. Pacific Command and think-tanks in South Korea and China will meet in April to 

discuss possible contingency plans for weapons of mass destruction in case of regime collapse in North Korea.  

τ"US-S. Korean Moves to Bring down System in DPRK Warned", KCNA, 26 March 2010, www.kcna.co.jp; Kwang-

Tae Kim, "NKorea Threatens 'Nuclear Strikes' on SKorea, US", Associated Press, 26 March 2010, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea vows nuclear attacks to defend its regime", Agence France Presse, 26 March 

2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

29 March 2010  

State-run North Korean news agency KCNA announced that "the DPRK will witness the appearance of a light water 

reactor power plant relying on its own nuclear fuel in the near future in the 2010s." The remark was made in a 

lengthily article renouncing reports that the North Korean economy is weak or that the regime is in danger.  

τ"KCNA on Despicable Inside Story about Megaphone War", KCNA, 29 March 2010, www.kcna.co.jp; "N.Korea to 

Build Light Water Reactor Soon: State Media", Agence France Presse, 29 March 2010, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-

nexis.com. 

9 April 2010  

North Korea's Foreign Ministry called the U.S. Nuclear Posture Review, "nothing different from the hostile policy 

pursued by the Bush administration." In the U.S. Nuclear Posture Review, the United States renounced the use of 

nuclear weapons against non-nuclear weapons states, but left its options open in the case of North Korea. North 

Korea claims it needs a nuclear deterrent against the United States and promised to "increase and update" its 

nuclear weapons.  

τ"Foreign Ministry Dismisses US Nuclear Plan", KCNA, 9 April 2010, www.kcna.co.jp. 
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14 April 2010  

Pyongyang renewed its calls for a peace treaty before returning to the Six-Party Talks. State-run Rodong Sinmun 

stated that the government called for an end to "the vicious cycle of distrust between the DPRK and the U.S." 

before the "denuclearization process to be pushed forward through confidence-building" could begin. Washington 

argued that a peace treaty should be put on hold until after North Korea has begun disarming.  

τ"North Korea Renews Call for Peace Treaty with the U.S. before Denuclearizing", Yonhap, 14 April, in Lexis-Nexis, 

www.lexisnexis.com. 

21 April 2010  

North Korea released a memorandum stating that it would limit the number of nuclear weapons it produced rejoin 

the denuclearization efforts in exchange for being recognized as a nuclear arms state. The U.S. refused its 

demands.  

τ"Foreign Ministry Issues Memorandum on N-Issue", KCNA, 21 April 2010, www.kcna.co.jp; "N. Korea Vows to 

Limit Nuke Production in Return for Recognition as Nuclear State", Yonhap, 22 April 2010, in in Lexis-Nexis, 

www.lexisnexis.com. 

5-6 May 2010  

Kim Jong-Il met with President Hu Jintao of China, in part, to discuss the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. 

Kim said that the DPRK was willing "to provide favorable conditions for the resumption of the Six-Party Talks," 

according to state-run KCNA. No timetable or demands for the return to the Talks were made public. There was 

also no public discussion of the sinking of Cheonan, an ROK navy vessel, which has been an impediment to the 

resumption of the Talks.  

τ "Kim Vows to Work on Return to N. Korea Nuclear Talks: Xinhua", Agence France Presse, 7 May 2010, in Lexis-

Nexis, www.lexisnexis.com; "Kim Jong Il Makes Unofficial Visit to China", KCNA, 8 May 2010, www.kcna.co.jp. 

14 May 2010  

Unusually high levels of xenon gas were detected along the North-South Korean border. The gas could be due to a 

nuclear test, leakage from a nuclear plant, or rare industrial processes. According to an anonymous science and 

education ministry official, "the amount of xenon detected in the air at the Geojin monitoring site in Goseong 

county on May 14 was eight times more than normal." There was no sign of a tremor, which normally accompanies 

a nuclear test. There is no public evidence of the origin of the gas. Wind patterns were blowing north to south, 

indicating it could have come from Russia, northern China or North Korea. The Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 

Organization did not detect any unusual readings. On12 May 2010, North Korea announced that it had achieved 

nuclear fusion, which has been dismissed by scientists around the world.  

τ "Abnormal Radiation Detected near Korean Border", AP, 21 June 2010, in Lexis-Nexis, www.lexisnexis.com; 

"Radioactive Gas Detected after N. Korea Nuclear Claim", Agence France Presse, 21 June 2010, in Lexis-Nexis, 

www.lexisnexis.com. 

24 May 2010  

The DPRK Foreign Ministry gave a statement to state-run KCNA regarding the ongoing 2010 Review Conference for 

the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). The statement defended North Korea's withdrawal 
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from the NPT in 2003 and said that North Korea had never violated the agreement while a member. Further, it 

claimed that the DPRK does not feel a need to be recognized a nuclear weapons state, and that "it is capable of 

reliably defending the sovereignty of the country and the security of the nation with its own nuclear weapons."  

τ "FM Spokesman on Right to Bolster Nuclear Deterrent", KCNA, 24 May 2010, www.kcna.co.jp. 

30 May 2010  

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) 2010 Review Conference unanimously adopted a 

28 page declaration that, "strongly urged the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to fulfill commitments under 

the six-party talks, including the complete and verifiable abandonment of all nuclear weapons and existing nuclear 

programs in accordance with the September 2005 Joint Statement." The declaration also called for North Korea to 

return to NPT membership and adhere to IAEA safeguards.  

τ "Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Adopts Outcome Document at Last Moment", United Nations 

Department of Public Information, 30 May 2010, www0.un.org; "NPT Conference calls on N. Korea to change ways, 

denuclearize", Yonhap, 30 May 2010, in in Lexis-Nexis, www.lexisnexis.com.  

28 June 2010  

Citing the United States' recent disclosure of previously classified documents indicating it considered using nuclear 

weapons on North Korea in 1954 and 1969, state-run KCNA reports that the North's foreign ministry wants "the 

DPRK to bolster its nuclear deterrent in a newly developed way to cope with the U.S. persistent hostile policy 

toward the DPRK and military threat toward it." The report does not provide details on how the DPRK plans to 

accomplish this goal.  

τ"Foreign Ministry Vows to Bolster Nuclear Deterrent in New Way," KCNA, 28 June 2010, www.kcna.co.jp; "N. 

Korea to strengthen nuclear arsenal," UPI, 28 June 2010, in Lexis-Nexis, www.lexisnexis.com. 

26-30 August 2010  

Kim Jong-il makes his second trip to China in 2010, and meets with President Hu Jintao in Changchun on 27 August. 

According to Chinese state-run media, Kim tells Hu that "the DPRK's stance on adhering to denuclearization of the 

Korean Peninsula had remained unchanged, and the country 'is not willing to see tensions on the peninsula.'"  

τ"Kim Jong Il Pays Unofficial Visit to China," KCNA, 30 August 2010, www.kcna.co.jp; "DPRK Top Leader Kim Jong-

Il Hopes for Early Resumption of Six-Party Talks," Xinhua, 30 August 2010, news.xinhuanet.com. 

23 September 2010  

The Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly of the DPRK promotes three officials who were involved in 

negotiating breakthroughs on nuclear issues with the United States. Kang Sok-ju is promoted to Vice-premier of 

the Cabinet of the DPRK. Previously, he represented North Korea in the 1994 Agreed Framework negotiations. Kim 

Kye-gwan, who oversaw the 2005 Six-party Talks, which led to a joint statement on denuclearization, is now First 

Vice-minister of Foreign Affairs. Ri Yong-ho is now his Vice-minister of Foreign Affairs. Ri was also Kim's deputy 

during the 2005 negotiations.  

τChico Harlan, "N. Korean Leadership Changes Point to Shift in Nuclear Dealings," Washington Post, 23 September 

2010, www.washingtonpost.com; "Kang Sok Ju Appointed as Vice PM," KCNA, 23 September 2010, 

www.kcna.co.jp; "New First Vice FM and Vice FM Appointed," KCNA, 23 September 2010, www.kcna.co.jp. 
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30 September 2010  

The Institute for Science and International Security releases a DigitalGlobe image from 29 September showing that 

North Korea recently constructed two buildings near the location of the demolished cooling tower at Yongbyon. 

Construction and excavation equipment remain at the site, and activity is ongoing. [Note: In November 2010, the 

construction is revealed to be related to a new light-water reactor.]  

τDavid Albright and Paul Brannan, "What is North Korea Building in the Area of the Destroyed Cooling Tower? It 

Bears Watching," Institute for Science and International Security, 30 September 2010, www.isis-online.org. 

8 October 2010  

The Institute for Science and International Security releases a report stating the likelihood that North Korea "has 

moved beyond laboratory-scale work and has the capability to build, at the very least, a pilot-scale gas centrifuge 

plant." The report is based on procurement data, and does not show a clear indication that North Korea is ready to 

produce a significant amount HEU for weapons.  

τDavid Albright and Paul Brannan, "Taking Stock: North Korea's Uranium Enrichment Program," Institute for 

Science and International Security, 8 October 2010, www.isis-online.org. 

21 October 2010  

Conservative South Korean newspaper Chosun Ilbo cites an unidentified ROK government source as saying that a 

U.S. satellite detected personnel and vehicle movements at Punggye-ri, the site of North Korea's 2006 and 2009 

nuclear tests. Washington warns North Korea against conducting a third test, and North Korea responds by saying 

its nuclear arsenal "serves as a treasured sword" against the United States.  

τ"Is N. Korea Preparing for Another Nuke Test?" Chosun Ilbo, 21 October 2010, http://english.chosun.com; Lim 

Chang-Won, "N. Korea Justifies Nuclear 'Treasured Sword'," Agence France-Presse, 23 October 2010. 

9-13 November 2010  

Siegfried Hecker, John Lewis, and Robert Carlin of Stanford University visit the Yongbyon Nuclear Complex during 

their 9-13 November trip to North Korea. There, they view an experimental 25-30 MW(e) light-water reactor (LWR) 

under construction, and a completed industrial-scale uranium enrichment facility. The scientists are told that the 

enrichment facility has 2,000 centrifuges and is already producing low-enriched uranium for the LWR, ostensibly 

for civilian power generation. Hecker estimates that the 2012 completion date of the LWR is "much too 

optimistic."  

τSiegfried Hecker, "A Return Trip to North Korea's Yongbyon Nuclear Complex," Center for International Security 

and Cooperation, Stanford University, 20 November 2010, http://iis-db.stanford.edu; Kwang-Tae Kim, "Satellite 

Appears to Show N. Korea Nuke Building," The Washington Post, 19 November 2010, www.washingtonpost.com. 

8-9 December 2010  

Chinese State Councilor Dai Bingguo travels to Pyongyang, where he meets Kim Jong-il and holds "frank and in-

depth talks" reaching a "consensus" according to Chinese media. Further details are not revealed until later, when 

an unidentified government source states that Kim Jong-il will accept IAEA nuclear inspections, should certain 

preconditions be met. The preconditions are not released publicly.  

τ"Dai Bingguo Holds 'Frank and In-depth' Talks with Kim Jong-il," Xinhua, 9 December 2010; Jack Kim and Ben 
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Blanchard, "China, North Korea Reach Consensus over Crisis - Xinhua," Reuters, 9 December 2010; "NK Leader Kim 

Jong Reveals Intention to Allow IAEA Nuke Inspection," Korea Herald, 15 December 2010. 

16-20 December 2010  

Governor of New Mexico Bill Richardson visits North Korea as a private citizen at the DPRK's invitation. Upon his 

return, Richardson confirms the rumored willingness of North Korea to allow IAEA inspectors into its new uranium 

enrichment facility, and also says that Pyongyang will agree to set up a new military-to-military hotline, and discuss 

the creation of a joint military commission on the Yellow Sea with South Korea and the U.S. State Department. U.S. 

officials remain skeptical.  

τ"U.S. Cautious About N. Korean Commitments to Richardson," Chosun Ilbo, 21 December 2010; "Richardson in N. 

Korea, Hopes to Make a Difference," Agence France-Presse, 16 December 2010. 

Back to Top 

2009 
18 January 2009  

According to Selig Harrison who visited Pyongyang and met North Korean officials including a senior Foreign 

Ministry official and a general of the military, North Korea claimed that they had "weaponized" their stockpiles of 

plutonium of 67.8 pounds, which is sufficient to build four or five nuclear warheads. He also said that "the North 

Koreans are saying in effect that 'we are a nuclear weapons state' and you have to deal with us on that basis."  

τChoe Sang-Hun and Edward Wong, "North Korea Claims Nuclear Gains, U.S. Scholar Says," The New York Times, 

18 January 2009, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Barbara Demick, "The World; N. Korea makes plutonium 

claim; Officials say they have 'weaponized' their stockpile, and a U.S. envoy reports a harder stand in negotiations," 

Los Angeles Times, 18 January 2009, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "N.K. says plutonium 'weaponized' and 

off-limits," The Korea Herald, 19 January 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

21 January 2009  

South Korea's deputy nuclear envoy Hwang Joon-kook visited North Korea to discuss South Korea's possible 

purchase of unused fuel rods stored at Yongbyun nuclear facilities. North Korea is reportedly said to have about 

14,800 fresh fuel rod, which are equivalent to 100 tons of uranium and worthy over $10 million. South Korea is 

considering purchasing these unused fuel rods, but Hwang declined to say the result of his visit.  

τJin Dae-woong, "Nuke envoy returns from N. Korea trip," The Korea Herald, 21 January 2009, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "South Korean deputy nuclear envoy, North hold 'technical discussion on fuel rods,'" Yonhap 

News Agency, in BBC Monitoring, 21 January 2009, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea has about 

14,800 unused nuclear fuel rods," Kyodo News Agency, in BBC Monitoring, January 2009, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

6 February 2009  

Some U.S. high-ranking officials said that North Korea detonated nuclear "weapon" in 2006, conversing their 

original remarks of "nuclear device" test. Those remarks reignited controversy over North Korean nuclear status 
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that was erupted by a report of the U.S. Joint Forces Command in November 2008 that named North Korea in the 

list of five nuclear weapons states in Asia. In line with Leon Panetta, director-designate of the Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA), who recognized North Korea's nuclear weapon test, U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates said in 

his article that he believed North Korea had built several nuclear bombs.  

τJung Sung-ki, "Debate Re-ignited Over N. Korea's Nuclear Status," Korea Times, 6 February 2009, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "Is North Korea a nuclear weapon state?," The Korea Herald, 7 February 2009, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com.  

24 February 2009  

North Korea announces plans to launch its Kwangmyongsong-2 communications satellite via an Unha-2 delivery 

rocket from the Musudan-ni launch site in the near future, ostensibly as a development of North Korea's space 

program. The announcement raised concerns among critics, who believe that the move may be a front for 

continued missile testing following a failed test of the long-range Taepodong-2 in 2006. Officials from South Korea 

and the United States have stated that the launch would constitute a violation of United Nations Security Council 

Resolutions 1695 and 1718.  

τChoe Sang-Hun, "Worry of a North Korean Missile Test," The New York Times, 24 February 2009. 

24 March 2009  

The Foreign Ministry of North Korea issued a statement warning that the Six-Party Talk will collapse if the United 

Nations imposes sanctions against its planned rocket launch.  

τ"North Korea says UN sanctions to break up six-way talks," Yonhap News Agency, in BBC Monitoring, 24 March 

2009, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. "North Korea foreign ministry spokesman's press statement," Korean 

Central News Agency , in BBC Monitoring, 24 March 2009, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

20 April 2009  

North Korea announces that it will rebuild the Yongbyon nuclear reactor, which Pyongyang previously began 

dismantling as part of an agreement with its Six-Party Talks partners. Pyongyang also kicks out IAEA and U.S. 

inspectors. This will allow the facility to be reconstructed and commence the development of plutonium for 

nuclear weapons. North Korea's action follows the UN condemnation of the April 5 missile test, which Pyongyang 

views as an infringement on their sovereignty.  

τ"North Korea to Rebuild Reactor, Produce More Plutonium; U.N. Nuke Inspectors Ousted At Yongbyon," Space & 

Missile Defense Report, Vol. 32 No.16, April 20, 2009, in LexisNexus, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

26 April 2009  

North Korea begins reprocessing thousands of spent nuclear fuel rods at the Yongbyon site, extracting plutonium 

from the rods to develop fissile material for nuclear weapons. However, reconstructing the Yongbyon site to full 

capacity will require several months. Specialists in Seoul argue that North Korea reopened the reprocessing plant 

to produce plutonium from thousands of spent fuel rods. These rods could yield enough plutonium for one or two 

bombs.  

τChoe Sang-Hun, "N. Korea Reprocessing Spent Fuel Rods; Says Material Will Be Used to Make Nuclear 

Weapons," The Boston Globe, April 26, 2009, in LexisNexus, www.lexis-nexis.com. 
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25 May 2009  

North Korean Central News agency announced the DPRK had conducted a nuclear test. The DPRK described the 

test as contributing to safeguarding their sovereignty, and guaranteeing peace and security on the Korean 

Peninsula. The USGS estimated a seismic activity of 4.7 on the Richter scale at coordinates of 41.331°N, 129.011°E. 

The activity was shallow and located in the same vicinity as the October 2006 nuclear test. That test had a seismic 

activity of 4.3 on the Richter scale. Martin Kalinowski of the Carl Friedrich von Weiszäcker Center for Science and 

Peace Research at the University of Hamburg the explosive yield of the test ranged from 3-8 kilotons of TNT with a 

likely yield of 4kt. In 2006 the yield was 0.5-0.8kt of TNT.  

τDr. Patricia Lewis, "North Korea Conducts Nuclear Test," James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies, May 

25, 2009, in CNS, http://cns.miis.edu. 

12 June 2009  

The UN Security Council passed resolution reprimanding North Korea for the 25 May nuclear and 26 May missile 

tests. The resolution imposes new sanctions, expands arms embargos, and authorizes ship searches on the high 

seas. The resolution aims to deprive North Korea of the means for financing its nuclear and missile programs, and 

bans DPRK arms exports, especially missiles. The resolution calls on countries to refrain from providing financial 

support to industries that could contribute to North Korea's nuclear and ballistic missile programs.  

τEdith M. Lederer, "UN Imposes Tough New Sanctions on North Korea," Associated Press, 12 June 2009, in Lexis 

Nexis, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

13 June 2009  

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic Republic of Korea issued a statement in response to UNSC 

Resolution 1874. Pyongyang states the second nuclear test was an exercise of self defensive to counter U.S. 

hostility. The DPRK rejects the UNSC resolution 1874 and will adopt countermeasures to protect their sovereignty 

and national dignity. Ministry of Foreign Affairs also states they will weaponize all of their newly extracted 

plutonium, commence the processing of uranium enrichment, and regards any attempt by the United States or its 

allies to blockade North Korea as an act of war which will be met with decisive military response.  

τ"DPRK Foreign Ministry Declares Strong Counter-Measures Against UNSC's Resolution 1874," USFK Korea Open 

Source Digest, 13-15 June 2009, in OSC Document KPP20090615041001. 

15 June 2009  

The North Korean Foreign Ministry stated, "The processing of uranium enrichment will be commenced." This 

draws considerable criticism of North Korea since it has stated achieved considerable success in developing and 

experimenting with uranium enrichment technology. Uranium enrichment will provide North Korea with another 

method to build nuclear weapons other than reprocessing plutonium.  

τ"North Korea To Push Ahead With Uranium Enrichment," Asia Pulse, June 15, 2009, in LexisNexus, www.lexis-

nexis.com. 

16 July 2009  

Kim Yong-nam, the president of the Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly of the DPRK, declares that the Six 

Party Talks are over. Kim states that dialogue cannot proceed "where the principles of respect for sovereign rights 
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and equality are denied." Kim emphasized the need to strengthen the DPRK's nuclear deterrence. The statement 

was made at a Non-Alignment Movement meeting at the Egyptian resort Sharm el-Sheikh.  

τ"N.Korea No.2 Leader Says Nuclear Talks Are Over," Area Surrounding Japan OSINT Report, US Army Asian 

Studies Detachment 441st Military Intelligence Battalion, 16 July 2009 in OSC Document JPP20090716027006. 

17 July 2009  

In keeping with UNSCR 1718, which was adopted in 2006 after North Korea's first nuclear test, the UN Security 

Council imposes new sanctions on high ranking North Korean nuclear officials. The Council's sanctions committee 

imposes an asset freeze and a travel ban on officials from the General Bureau of Atomic Energy τ the Bureau's 

directory Ri Je Son, Hwang Sok Hwa, head of the Bureau's Scientific Guidance Department τ along with Ri Hong 

Sop, former director of Yongbyon nuclear research center. The sanctions also targeted Yun Ho Jin and Han Yu Ro, 

the heads of North Korean trading companies τ Namchonggang, Korea Hykosin, and Korea Tangun τ that are 

suspected of acquiring and transporting nuclear and missile parts for North Korea. The General Bureau of Atomic 

Energy, Namchonggang Trading Corp, Korea Hykosin Trading Corp, and Hong Kong Electronics (an Iranian based 

entity) were also placed on the UN blacklist.  

τ James Bone, Richard Lloyd, "UN Blacklists Leader's Henchmen as Tensions Rise in Pariah State; North Korea," 17 

July 2009, in Lexis Nexis, www.lexis-nexis.com, "Actions Taken by the United Nations Security Council 1718 

Sanctions Committee To Implement Resolution 1874," U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Public Affairs, 16 July 

2009, www.state.gov/ r/ pa/ prs/ ps/ 2009/ july/ 126148.htm. "UN Approval of Sanctions on North Korean Entities 

and Personnel," Korean Open Source Digest Weekly Highlights 11-17 July, 17 July 2009, in OSC Document 

KPP20090717107001.  

27 July 2009  

North Korea issued a statement calling for direct talks with the United States. The Obama administration 

responded that the Washington will engage in direct negotiations with North Korea in the Six-Party framework.  

τ Jae-Soon Chang "NKorea Says It Is Open To New Dialogue On Nukes," Associated Press Worldstream, 27 July 

2009, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

31 July 2009  

U.S. Treasury Department places the Korea Hyoksin Trading Corporation, a North Korean entity, under sanctions 

pursuant to Executive Order 13382. The North Korean firm owned by Korea Ryonbong General Corporation was 

blacklisted for their involvement in proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD). The order effectively 

freezes the assets of WMD proliferators and prohibits U.S. persons from financial transactions with the entity.  

τ "US Blacklists Firm for Involvement in WMD Proliferation," Yonhap News, 31 July 2009, in LexisNexis, www.lexis-

nexis.com. 

12 August 2009  

The U.S. blacklisted a North Korean bank under Executive Order 13382 for its affiliation with firms sanctioned 

under the UNSCR 1874. The Department of Treasury identified the Korea Kwangson Banking Corporation for 

providing financial services to Tanchon Commercial Bank and Korea Hyoksin Trading Corporation.  
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τ"U.S Sanctions Another North Korean Bank for WMD Involvement," Asia Pulse, 12 August 2009, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexis-nexis.com. 

25 August 2009  

North Korea invites U.S. envoys to Pyongyang for bilateral discussions on the DPRK's nuclear activities. North Korea 

reportedly extended the invitation during former U.S. President Bill Clinton's 4 August visit to Pyongyang to secure 

the release of two detained American journalists.  

τ"Reports: North Korea Invites US Envoys for Talks in September," Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 25 August 2009, 

www.lexis-nexis.com.  

3 September 2009  

North Korea informs the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) that: "Experimental uranium enrichment has 

successfully been conducted and entered into the completion phase," and "Reprocessing of spent fuel rods is at its 

final phase and extracted plutonium is being weaponized." Included in a letter issued to the UNSC sanctions 

committee, the DPRK announcement is also broadcast on the state-run Korean Central News Agency (KCNA). The 

DPRK letter was in response to the committee's inquiry into a North Korean arms shipment seized by the United 

Arab Emirates in mid-July 2009.  

τ"North Korea: Nearing Final Phase of Uranium Enrichment," Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 4 September 2009, 

www.lexis-nexis.com; Patrick Walters, "Legal Check on ANL Arms Ship," The Australian, 31 August 2009, 

www.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea Claims Uranium Enrichment Is Progressing," Jane's Intelligence Weekly, 4 

September 2009. 

8 September 2009  

The U.S. State Department imposes restrictions targeting two North Korean entitiesτthe General Bureau of 

Atomic Energy (GBAE) and Korea Tangun Trading Corporation. Designated under Executive Order 13382. The 

restrictions freeze any assets owned by the entities within U.S. jurisdiction and prohibit U.S. persons "from 

conducting any transactions with these entities." The announcement of the designation also emphasizes that the 

action is in uniformity with UNSCR1718 and UNSCR1874.  

τ"U.S. Department of State Designation of North Korean Nuclear and Missile Entities," U.S. Department of State, 

8 September 2009, in www.state.gov. 

18-24 September 2009  

ROK defense officials indicate that locations of North Korean nuclear weapons are known to the South Korean 

military. Additionally, these locations are included among "major targets" in DPRK territory identified for early 

attack in the event of a military conflict. The statements made by chairman of the ROK Joint Chiefs of Staff, Kim 

Tae-young, and General Lee Sang-eui during their confirmation hearings before the ROK National Assembly for 

defense minister and chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman respectively.  

τ"SKorea Could Swiftly Hit NKorea Nuke Bases: General," Agence France Presse, 24 September 2009, www.lexis-

nexis.com; "S. Korea Confirms Location of North's Nuclear Weapons: Defense Minister," Yonhap News Agency, 18 

September 2009, www.lexis-nexis.com.  
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21 September 2009  

ROK President Lee Myung-bak proposes a "grand bargain" as a means to "fundamentally resolve the North Korean 

nuclear issue." According to the South Korean proposal, the DPRK would dismantle key elements of its nuclear 

program. In turn, the countries participating in the Six-Party Talks would "simultaneously provide security 

guarantees and international assistance to North Korea."  

τ"S. Korean President Proposes 'Grand Bargain' on Resolving N. Korean Nuke Issue," Yonhap News Agency, 22 

September 2009, www.lexis-nexis.com; "SKorea President Proposes 'Grand Bargain'," Associated Press 

Worldstream, 22 September 2009, www.lexis-nexis.com; "Lee Calls for Strong Stand Against N. Korea, One-step 

Disarmament Deal," Yonhap News Agency, 27 September 2009, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

24 September 2009  

At a rare summit-level meeting chaired by U.S. President Barack Obama, the United Nations Security Council 

(UNSC) unanimously passes resolution 1887 (UNSCR 1887) in an effort to reinforce the international nuclear 

nonproliferation regime. Based on a draft resolution introduced by the United States, UNSCR1887 "reaffirms" prior 

DPRK-related resolutions UNSCR1718 and UNSCR1874 and discourages any withdrawal from the Treaty on the 

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). Additionally, various speakers at the meeting - most notably French 

President Nicholas Sarkozy - criticize North Korea's record on efforts to denuclearize the Korean peninsula.  

τNeil MacFarquhar and Helene Cooper, "Security Council, with Obama Presiding, Passes Antinuclear Measure; 

U.S.-Drafted Resolution follows Concessions by Russia on Iran," The International Herald Tribune, 25 September 

2009, www.lexis-nexis.com; Christi Parsons, "U.N. Backs Abolishing Nuclear Arms; The Security Council Supports a 

Series of Goals Proposed by Obama for Eliminating the Weapons," Los Angeles Times, 25 September 2009, 

www.lexis-nexis.com; "United Nations Security Council Resolution 1887 (2009) Adopted by the Security Council at 

its 6191st meeting on September 24, 2009", United Nations Security Council, www.un.org. 

5 October 2009  

In a meeting with visiting Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao, North Korean leader Kim Jong Il signals a possible DPRK 

return to the Six-Party Talks, but conditioned it on the result of "bilateral talks" with the United States. Kim's 

remarks at the meeting were carried by the state-run Korean Central News Agency. The Kim-Wen meeting was 

held in the context of a North Korean celebration of the 60th anniversary of official PRC-DPRK relations, and Kim's 

statements are later reconfirmed in official comments from China's Foreign Ministry. Kim also made reference at 

the meeting to an "unchanged" North Korean "commitment to realizing the denuclearization of the peninsula."  

τSimon Martin, "NKorea's Kim Willing to Return to Nuclear Talks: State Media," Agence France Presse, 6 October 

2009, www.lexis-nexis.com; Choe Sang-hun, "North Korea May Be Open to Talks," 6 October 2009, The New York 

Times," www.lexis-nexis.com; "Kim Jong Il Wants U.S. Meeting Before Nuclear Talks," Deutsche Press-Agentur, 6 

October 2009, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

6 October 2009  

The South Korean news agency Yonhap reports that North Korea's Yongbyon nuclear facility is in the "final stage" 

of restoration. Yonhap's report is based on a South Korean defense source who referenced intelligence data from a 

parliamentary audit. The intelligence data was apparently drawn from "South Korean and U.S. intelligence 

authorities" following an analysis of approximately 10 nuclear facilities.  
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τ"N. Korea in 'Final Stage' of Restoring Main Nuclear Facility - Source," Yonhap News Agency in BBC Monitoring 

Asia-Pacific,6 October 2009, www.lexis-nexis.com; Jae-soon Chang, "Report: NKorea Nearly Restores Nuclear 

Facilities," Associated Press Online, 6 October 2009, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

6 October 2009  

Defense Minister Kim Tae-young advises the ROK National Assembly the North Korean military may not yet be able 

to attach their nuclear warheads to their delivery systems. Kim notes that while "it is not clear whether North 

Korea has nuclear arms," South Korean forces "have sufficient information on the locations where items related to 

the nuclear program are stored and where the delivery means are placed."  

τRichard Lloyd Parry, "Risk of Germ Warfare Added to Menace of Nuclear Bomb," The Times (London), 6 October 

2009, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 November 2009  

North Korea demands direct talks with the United States on its nuclear program, warning in a Foreign Ministry 

statement carried by the state-run Korean Central News Agency, that if the U.S. is not ready to "sit down at a 

negotiating table", then the DPRK "will go its own way." However, the DPRK's demand also indicates a willingness 

to return to the Six-Party Talks.  

τJae-soon Chang, "North Korea Demands Direct Talks with US," Associated Press Online, 2 November 2009, 

www.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Pushes for Meeting with U.S.," CBC News, 2 November 2009, www.lexis-

nexis.com. 

3 November 2009  

North Korea announces that reprocessing of 8,000 spent fuel rods was completed in August. According to the 

state-run Korean Central News Agency (KCNA), the reprocessing was "part of the measure taken to restore the 

nuclear facilities at Yongbyon to their original state." The KCNA report also asserts "noticeable successes have 

been made in turning the extracted plutonium into weapons-grade for the purposes of bolstering up the nuclear 

deterrent of the DPRK." A senior South Korean defense official confirms that, based on satellite imagery analysis, 

the reprocessing facility at Yongbyon "appears to have been restored to its earlier condition." Commenting on the 

North Korean announcement, the U.S. State Department states that the DPRK's action "violates UN Security 

Council resolutions."  

τ"South Korea Regrets North Reprocessing Announcement," Yonhap News Agency via BBC Monitoring Asia 

Pacific, 3 November 2009, www.lexis-nexis.com; So-hyun Kim, "North Korean Nuclear Facility Back to Work," Korea 

Herald, 3 November 2009, www.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korean Plutonium Production Violates UN Resolutions: U.S.," 

Agence France Press, 3 November 2009, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

8-10 December 2009  

U.S. special envoy Stephen Bosworth visits North Korea and meets with DPRK First Vice Foreign Minister Kang Sok-

ju, to explore restarting the six-party talks. North Korea's Korean Central News Agency later describes the meeting 

as "businesslike and candid", saying that the two sides "deepened the mutual understanding, narrowed their 

differences and found not a few common points." Bosworth later told the press that he urged the North not to 

conduct a third test, and promised "a vision of the future which would be a lot different than the present or the 
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past", should the North abandon its nuclear programs. The DPRK lobbied for a loosening of sanctions, which 

Bosworth said was not possible until they returned to nuclear negotiations and dismantling of their atomic 

programs. No clear conclusion emerges from the meeting regarding the Six-Party Talks or next steps.  

τ"Obama Calls On N. Korea to Abandon Nuclear Ambitions," Yonhap News Agency, 11 December 2009, 

www.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S.: Time for 'Strategic Patience' with N. Korea," Associated Press Worldstream, 12 

December 2009, www.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Says It Understands Need for Nuclear Talks," Associated Press 

Online, 11 December 2009, www.lexis-nexis.com; Kwang-Tae Kim, "China Calls for Efforts to Resume Nuclear 

Talks," Associated Press Worldstream, 17 December 2009, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

Back to Top 

2008 
4 January 2008  

The North Korean Foreign Ministry issues a statement in which it claims that Pyongyang had submitted a nuclear 

declaration in November 2007 and had "sufficient consultation with the U.S. side" on the contents. If further states 

that North Korea has allowed the United States to inspect military facilities that used imported aluminum tubes to 

address U.S. suspicions regarding their use in a uranium enrichment program. In addition, while the disablement 

process has entered its last phase of unloading the spent fuel, Pyongyang is slowing down disablement work in 

response to the delay in the delivery of heavy fuel oil and other rewards promised by the members of the Six-Party 

Talks. 

In response to North Korea's statement, U.S. officials disputed North Korea's claim that it had submitted a 

declaration. U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Christopher Hill states that the United States does not regard North 

Korea's account a final declaration and furthermore urges North Korea to submit and a "complete and correct" 

declaration on all its nuclear programs as required by the October 3, 2007 agreement. However, Hill acknowledged 

that U.S. officials were granted access to the sites that used the imported aluminum tubes.  

τ"DPRK Foreign Ministry Spokesman on Issue of Implementation of October 3 Agreement," Korean Central News 

Agency, 4 January 2008, www.kcna.co.jp; Kyodo News Service, "North Korea Says US Shown List of All Nuclear 

Programmes," in BBC Monitoring, 4 January 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Kyodo News Service, "US 

Does Not See North Korea Nuclear Account as Final Declaration - Envoy," in BBC Monitoring, 4 January 2008, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Choe Sang Hun and Steven Lee Myers, "North Korea Says It Met Nuclear 

Disclosure Deadline in Previous Declaration," New York Times, 5 January 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; 

Blaine Harden, "All Nuclear Efforts Disclosed, N. Korea Says; U.S. Calls Pyongyang's Declaration Incomplete but Says 

Negotiations Will Continue," Washington Post, 5 January 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Paul Richter, 

"N. Korea Says It Has Met Nuclear Criteria; U.S. Officials Say a Full List of Activities Has Not Been Produced," Los 

Angeles Times, 5 January 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

7 January 2008  

South Korean President-elect, Lee Myung Bak's transition committee asks the Ministry of Unification to link inter-
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Korea economic cooperation projects to progress on North Korea's nuclear disarmament. During the Ministry's 

policy briefing, a key member of the committee stated that while humanitarian projects can continue, "economic 

cooperation projects should be carried out in parallel with the pace of North Korea nuclear talks." As a result, 

large-scale cross-border projects to reconnect the cross-border railways and expand the Kaesong industrial 

complex may be placed under review.  

τYonhap News Agency, "South President-Elect's Team Wants Inter-Korean Projects Tied to Nuclear Talks," in BBC 

Monitoring, 7 January 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis.nexis.com; Jung Sung-ki, "Big Ticket Inter-Korea Projects Put 

On Backburner," Korea Times, 7 January 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

30 January 2008  

In a meeting with Wang Jiarui, head of the International Liason Department of the Chinese Communist Party, in 

Pyongyang, Kim Jong Il says that North Korea remains fully committed to implementing the agreements reached 

during the Six-Party Talks. He adds that the other parties should fulfill their commitments under the principle of 

"action for action."  

τ"Kim Jong Il Meets Senior CPC Official," Xinhua News, 30 January 2008, news.xinhuanet.com; Yonhap News 

Agency, "North Korea's Leader Vows to Honour Nuclear Accords: Report," in BBC Monitoring, 31 January 2008, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

31 January - 2 February 2008  

Sung Kim, director of the U.S. State Department's Office of Korea Affairs visited Pyongyang to discuss ways to 

move the Six-Party Talks process forward. During his visit, he met with North Korean Foreign Ministry officials and 

told them that the nuclear declaration must be complete and accurate.  

τKyodo News Agency, "Japanese Agency Details US Diplomat's Arrival in North Korea," in BBC Monitoring, 31 

January 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, "No Nuclear Declaration From North 

Korea - US Diplomat," in BBC Monitoring, 2 February 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

12 February - 16 February 2008  

A U.S. team of experts make a trip to North Korea to assess progress in disablement of the key facilities in 

Yongbyon and discuss the possibility of implementing a U.S. program in the dismantling of North Korean nuclear 

weapons, a program resembling that of the 1991 Nunn-Lugar program. The team, which traveled in an unofficial 

capacity, consisted of Sigfried Hecker, the former director of Los Alamos National Laboratory, Joel Wit, a former 

State Department offical and Keith Luse, an aide to U.S. Senator Richard Lugar. Upon return from the trip, Sigfried 

Hecker says that they enjoyed broad access to North Korea's nuclear facilities and that North Korea is serious 

about the denuclearization process as well as willing to consider a Nunn-Lugar type program in North Korea. 

However, Hecker says that North Korea is unwilling to move further unless the United States and other parties 

meet their end of the bargain. He also added that North Korea has slowed down the removal of the spent fuel rods 

at the Yongbyon reactor site.  

τKyodo News Agency, "US Experts On North Korea Arrives in Pyongyang," in BBC Monitoring, 12 February 2008, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Barbara Demick, "U.S. Visitors Optimistic About North Korea," Los Angeles Times, 

17 February 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Edward Cody, "N. Korea Slowing Disarmament, U.S. Nuclear 
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Delegation Reports; North Cites Delays on Energy Aid, Delisting as Terrorism Sponsor, 17 February 2008, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 February 2008  

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Christopher Hill and North Korean Vice Minister Kim Kye Kwan hold unannounced 

bilateral talks in Beijing. In his brief to reporters Hill says that Kim Kye Kwan was careful not to characterize the 

current situation as a stalemate and indicated North Korea is prepared to work towards moving the 

denuclearization process forward. According to Hill, Kim Kye Kwan "wanted to make it very clear that they are not 

at present having any nuclear cooperation with any other country and they will not in future."  

τ"Hill-Kim Meeting Seen to Bode Well For Nuke Talks," Korea Times, 19 February 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com; "Nuke Envoys of N. Korea, U.S. Meet in Beijing," Korea Times, 19 February 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, "US Envoy Says North Korea Seeks Progress in Nuclear Talks," in BBC 

Monitoring, 20 February 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

26 February 2008  

The New York Philharmonic orchestra makes a historic performance in Pyongyang. It is reported that former 

Defense Secretary William Perry and former U.S. Ambassador to Korea Donald Gregg met North Korean Vice 

Minister Kim Kye Kwan and director-general of the North American division at the Foreign Ministry, Ri Gun, the day 

of the concert. In their meeting, the two former U.S. officials reportedly conveyed the message from U.S. Secretary 

of State Condoleeza Rice and Assistant Secretary of State Christopher Hill urging for a quick resolution.  

τYoon Won-sup, "Can NY Phil Concert in NK Resolve Denuclearization?" Korea Times, 27 February 2008, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Yoshikazu Shirakawa, "No Cause for Joy at N.Y. Phil Concert in DPRK," Daily Yomiuri, 27 

February 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com;  

"U.S., N. Korea Piggyback on Music Diplomacy," Korea Herald, 28 February 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com 

13 March 2008  

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Christopher Hill and his North Korean counterpart Kim Kye Gwan meet in Geneva. 

Despite what is described by Hill as "substantive" discussions, they fail to reach a deal to move past the 

disagreement over the submission of a full nuclear accounting of North Korea's entire nuclear program. Hill says 

that they made considerable progress on discussing the format of the nuclear declaration, however, that the 

"really problematic element is that, we don't have a commitment from the DPRK to provide and complete and 

correct declaration."  

τYonhap News Agency, "US Envoy Says Nuclear Talks With North Korea 'Substantive'," in BBC Monitoring, 14 

March 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "'Very Good' North Korea Talks Moving Ahead," International 

Herald Tribune, 15 March 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Donald Kirk, "High-Level Talks Keep North 

Korea Nuclear Deal Alive," Christian Science Monitor, 17 March 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap 

News Agency, "US Envoy Seeks 'Commitment' From North Korea on Nuclear Declaration," in BBC Monitoring, 20 

March 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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26 March 2008  

The new, conservative South Korean administration signals a tougher stance with North Korea by warning that it 

will speak out against human rights abuses in North Korea and that it improving economic ties will be contingent 

on North Korea abandoning its nuclear weapons program. In his policy briefing to President Lee Myung Bak, 

Minister of Unification, Kim Ha Joong links inter-Korean engagement to progress in dismantling North Korea's 

nuclear program. He states that "the speed and scope of as well as ways to push for any development in inter-

Korea relations will be decided according to progress in the North Korean nuclear issue."  

τChoe Sang-Hun, "Lee Signals He'll Take Harder Line on North; South Set to Condemn Rights Abuses and Tie Aid to 

Disarmament," International Herald Tribune, 27 March 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News 

Agency, "South Unification Minister Vows to Raise Nuclear Issue in Inter-Korean Talks," in BBC Monitoring, 26 

March 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

1 April 2008  

Breaking a long silence, North Korea's state-run Rodong Shinmun vehemently criticizes the new, conservative 

South Korean President Lee Myung Bak and his North Korea policies. The commentary criticizes President Lee's 

North Korea policy for attaching "complete nuclear abandonment" of Pyongyang as a precondition to improving 

North-South relations and accuses Lee of "making a complete mess of the process to denuclearize the peninsula."  

τ"Lee Myung Bak Regime's Sycophancy Towards U.S. and Anti-DPRK Confrontation Hysteria Blasted," Korean 

Central News Agency, 1 April 2008, www.kcna.co.jp; Choe Sang-Hun, "North Korea Lashes Out at South Korea's 

President," New York Times, 2 April 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

8 April 2008  

U.S Assistant Secretary of State Christopher Hill and North Korean Vice Minister Kim Kye Gwan hold bilateral talks 

in Singapore where they report "important progress" in working towards breaking the current impasse in the Six-

Party Talks. Furthermore, it is reported that the two parties reached a tentative agreement in which they would 

side-step the dispute over how much information North Korea is required to provide about any past uranium 

enrichment related activities and its suspected nuclear cooperation with Syria. This allows for the parties to focus 

on addressing North Korea's plutonium production capability, past and present. The agreement reportedly 

requires North Korea to finish the disablement process at Yongbyon and also to provide a full accounting of its 

stockpile of plutonium while "acknowledging" U.S. allegations regarding the uranium enrichment program and 

nuclear cooperation with Syria. In return, the United States will move toward lifting sanctions under the Trading 

with the Enemy Act and removing North Korea from U.S. list of state sponsors of terrorism.  

τ"Spokesman for DPRK Foreign Ministry on DPRK-U.S. Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 9 April 2008, 

www.kcna.co.jp; Choe Sang-Hun, "U.S. and North Korea Report Progress On Restarting Nuclear Talks," 

International Herald Tribune, 9 April 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, "US Envoy 

Says Nuclear Talks With North Korea Make Progress, Need More Time," in BBC Monitoring, 9 April 2008, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Glenn Kessler, "U.S. Ready to Ease Sanctions on N. Korea; Pyongyang Would Have to 

Acknowledge Evidence About Nuclear Activities," Washington Post, 11 April 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com. 
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22 April - 24 April 2008  

A U.S. interagency delegation, led by Sung Kim, director of the U.S. State Department's Korean Affairs office, 

visited North Korea to follow up on a provisional agreement reached between Kim Kye Gwan and Christopher Hill 

in Singapore earlier in the month. A North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesperson told the Korean Central News 

Agency that "technical matters for winding up the implementation of the October 3 agreement, including the 

contents of the nuclear declaration" were discussed with the U.S. delegation.  

τBlaine Harden, "U.S. Team Headed to Pyongyang in Search of 'Significant Progress'," Washington Post, 22 April 

2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, "US Delegation Meets North Korean Nuclear 

Envoy in Pyongyang," in BBC Monitoring, 23 April 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "DPRK Foreign Ministry 

Spokesman on Pyongyang Visit by U.S. Nuclear Experts Delegation," Korean Central News Agency, 24 April 2008, 

www.kcna.co.jp. 

24 April 2008  

In its first public statement since the Israeli bombing of a Syrian site on 6 September 2007, the White House 

confirms that Syria has been clandestinely engaged in building a nuclear reactor capable of plutonium production 

with the assistance of North Korea. The White House says that North Korea's covert nuclear cooperation with Syria 

is a "dangerous manifestation" of Pyongyang's proliferation activities which poses a serious concern. The Bush 

administration also released photographs taken inside the reactor before it was destroyed to support its assertion. 

However, Washington reaffirms its commitment to the Six-Party Talks framework "to achieve the verifiable 

denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula." The White House issued its statement shortly after Central Intelligence 

Agency Director Michael Hayden, White House national security advisor Stephen Hadley, and Director of National 

Intelligence J. Michael McConnell briefed congressional committees about the North Korea-Syria connection.  

τYonhap News Agency, "US Says North Korea Nuclear Talks to Continue Despite Syria Link," in BBC Monitoring, 25 

April 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Greg Miller and Paul Richter, "The World; U.S. Opens Dossier on 

Syrian Facility; It Tells Congress that North Korea Helped Build a Nuclear Reactor and that an Israeli Airstrike 

Destroyed it," Los Angeles Times, 25 April 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Ewen MacAskill, "US Claims 

North Korea Helped Build Syria Reactor Plant: Damascus Dismisses Video of Unit Bombed by Israel: Congress Told 

Site was Set Up to Produce Plutonium," The Guardian, 25 April 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Robin 

Wright, "U.S. Details Reactor in Syria; Americans Push Damascus, N. Korea To Admit Collusion," Washington Post, 

25 April 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; David E. Sanger, "Bush Administration Releases Images to 

Bolster Its Claims About Syrian Reactor," New York Times, 25 April 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

8 May 2008  

North Korean officials turn over 18,000 pages of documents related to its plutonium program to Sung Kim, director 

of the U.S. State Department's Korean Affairs office on his follow-up visit to Pyongyang. An unnamed senior U.S. 

official says that the documents contain information about North Korea's three major campaigns to reprocess 

plutonium in 1990, 2003 and 2005. However, the document does not include information about its alleged 

uranium enrichment program or its nuclear proliferation to other countries.  

τHelene Cooper, "North Korea Gives U.S. Files on Plutonium Efforts," New York Times, 9 May 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, 
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web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, "North Korea Gives US Officials Plutonium Documents - Yonhap," in 

BBC Monitoring, 9 May 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

27 May - 29 May 2008 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Christopher Hill and North Korean Vice Minister Kim Kye Gwan meet in Beijing to 

discuss filling the remaining gaps in North Korea's nuclear declaration as well as the timeframe for its submission.  

τKyodo News Agency, "US, North Korea Envoys Report 'Good' Talks in Beijing," in BBC Monitoring, 28 May 2008, 

in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S., N.K. Envoys Meet in Beijing," Korea Herald, 29 May 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com. 

10 June - 11 June 2008  

Sung Kim, director of the U.S. State Department's Korean Affairs, meets with North Korean officials in Pyongyang 

to discuss the remaining tasks for disablement, including how to deal with the used fuel rods. South Korea had 

previously offered to purchase the fresh fuel rods to use in its power reactors. North Korean Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs spokesperson says that the discussions focused on "technical and practical ways of rounding off the 

disablement of the DPRK nuclear facilities and the issue of winding up the political and economic compensation for 

it."  

τ"U.S., N.K. to Discuss Disablement," Korea Herald, 10 June 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "DPRK 

Foreign Ministry's Spokesman on DPRK-U.S. Experts Negotiations," Korean Central News Agency, 12 June 2008, 

www.kcna.co.jp. 

26 June 2008  

North Korea submits its long-awaited nuclear declaration to China almost seven months past the deadline. The 

United States welcomes this development and vowed to "respond to North Korea's actions by lifting the provisions 

of the Trading with the Enemy Act, as well as announcing our intent to rescind North Korea's designation as a 

States Sponsor of Terror in 45 days."  

τYonhap News Agency, "USA Hails North Korea Nuclear List - Yonhap," in BBC Monitoring, 26 June 2008, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Norimitsu Onishi and Edward Wong, "U.S. to Remove North Koreans From Terror List; 

Nuclear Declaration is Rewarded as Disarmament Efforts Advances," International Herald Tribune, 27 June 2008, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Jonathan Watts, "Bush Hails Korean Breakthrough as Pyongyang Delivers 

Inventory of its Nuclear Activities: State to be Taken Off Terror List and Given Financial Aid: Atomic Plan's Most 

Visible Symbol to be Demolished," The Guardian, 27 June 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

27 June 2008  

North Korea demolishes the cooling tower at its Yongbyon nuclear reactor site. The event was broadcasted by 

international media at Pyongyang's invitation.  

τ"N. Korea Destroys Reactor Cooling Tower," Korea Times, 27 June 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; 

Barbara Demick, "The World; Demolition of Nuclear Tower Symbolic for N. Korea, U.S.; The Televised Event is 

Meant to Demonstrate That Pyongyang is Cooperating With the Bush Administration," Los Angeles Times, 28 June 

2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Blaine Harden and Stella Kim, "N. Korea Razes Cooling Tower In Show of 

Nuclear Accord," Washington Post, 28 June 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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1 July 2008  

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Christopher R. Hill said, at the Center for International and Strategic Studies in 

Washington on July 1, that the North Korea deal is "a partially finished product." He also stated that "We have to 

keep working on issues that have not been fully disclosed, although not denied by the North Koreans." However, 

he emphasized that even though there are the unanswered questions about a uranium-enrichment program, the 

administration has succeeded in shutting down North Korea's nuclear reactor.  

τGlenn Kessler, "Message to U.S. Preceded Nuclear Declaration by North Korea," Washington Post 2 July 2008, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 July 2008  

According to a source close to the Six-Party Talks, North Korea said it extracted a total of about 30 kilograms of 

plutonium in three different years in 1990, 2003, and 2005 and used 2 kilograms in the experiment conducted in 

October 2006. The U.S. government believed North Korea may be able to extract approximately 8 kilograms of 

plutonium from unprocessed spent nuclear fuel rods stored at nuclear facilities in Yongbyon, the source said. 

There are about 4 kilograms of residual plutonium inside components of the nuclear facilities and another 2 

kilograms in nuclear waste stored at the facilities. The United States believes the plutonium extracted by North 

Korea plus an additional 8 kilograms of the substance yet to be removed, totals about 44 kilograms.  

τYoshiharu Asano, "DPRK Plutonium: 30 Kilograms Extracted, 2 Kilograms Used in Nuclear Test" Yomiuri Shimbun, 

in BBC Monitoring, 2 July 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

4 July 2008  

According to sources from the participants of the Six Party Talks, North Korea revealed in the declaration 

submitted to China that it used 25.5-26 kilograms of plutonium for manufacturing nuclear weapons. The sources 

said that the above amount does not include the 2 kilogram which North Korea acknowledged in the report as the 

amount used for its first nuclear test in October 2006.  

τMichael Ha, "Pyongyang Used 26 Kgs of Plutonium for Nuke Bombs," Korea Times, 4 July 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; Kyodo News agency, "Japan: North Korea used 25.5 kg plutonium for nuclear weapons, 

sources say," in BBC Monitoring, 4 Jul 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

10-12 July 2008  

After a nine-month hiatus, the six countries convened the Heads of Delegation Meeting of the Six Party Talks in 

Beijing from 10 to 12 July in 2008. The two main issues of the talks were the verification and monitoring system of 

North Korea's nuclear program and energy assistance to North Korea. Six countries reached an agreement to set a 

verification mechanism consisting of experts of the six parties to verify the denuclearization of the Korean 

Peninsula. They agreed that the verification measures would include visits to facilities, review of documents, 

interviews with technical personnel and other measures. As for the Yongbyun nuclear facilities, North Korea 

agreed to work to complete the disablement of the facilities by the end of October 2008. Despite the agreement 

the principle of verification mechanism, six countries failed to agree on a number of details including scope and 

subjects of verification which were deferred to working-level discussions. No agreement was reached on a 

timetable for a verification protocol and Washington remained critical of the North Korea's 26 June declaration, 

arguing that it did not cover its alleged uranium-enrichment program and foreign weapons deals.  
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τKyodo News Agency, "Six nations agree on principles for verifying North Korea nuclear declaration," in BBC 

Monitoring 11 July 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Vigorous Verification," Korea Herald, 12 July, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Jim Yardley and Jake Hooker, "Nuclear Negotiators Reach Accord on Verifying 

North Korean Disarmament," New York Times, 13 July 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Edward Cody, 

"Accord in North Korea Talks; Nations Approve Nuclear Inspections but Still Lack Timetable," Washington Post, 13 

July, 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Press Communique of the Heads of Delegation Meeting of-The Sixth 

Round of the Six-Party Talks, Beijing, 12 July 2008, www.mofat.go.kr/ press/ hotissue/ nuclear/ index.jsp; Lee Joo-

hee, "Critical negotiation to continue until Aug. 11," Korea Herald, 14 July 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com.  

17 July 2008  

According to sources close to the Six Party Talks, North Korea has pulled 4,000 nuclear fuel rods from the reactor in 

Yongbyun and put them into a water pond. Reportedly this discharge was a result of the most recent round of the 

Six Party Talks, where North Korea committed to try to complete the disablement of Yongbyun nuclear complex by 

end of October 2008.  

τNaoko Aoki, "N. Korea removes half of fuel rods from Yongbyon reactor," Kyodo News agency, 17 July 2008 in 

BBC Monitoring, 17 July 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

22 July 2008  

After meeting with his US counterparts Christopher Hill in Singapore on 22 July, Kim Sook, the South Korean 

delegation to the Six Party Talks said reporters that North Korea has already received the draft of a verification 

protocol. He added that "The ball is actually in North Korea's court because they already received the draft of a 

verification protocol." According to Christopher Hill, the U.S. top negotiator on the North Korean nuclear issue, the 

draft includes ways to verify North Korea's claims about nuclear past but does not contain a timeline.  

τYonhap news agency, "North Korea said to receive draft plutonium verification protocol," 22 July 2008, in BBC 

Monitoring, 22 July 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Nicholas Kralev, "U.S. gives Pyongyang no deadline 

to verify nuke deal; Rice to hold first meeting with foreign minister," Washington Times, 23 July 2008, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Lee Joo-hee "Informal six-party talks to open today," Korea Herald, 23 July 2008, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

23 July 2008  

Foreign Ministers of the Six Party Talks countries had an informal meeting in Singapore on 23 July on the sidelines 

of the annual ASEAN Security Forum. After a 90-minute discussion, the ministers released a six-point agreement 

declaring their commitments. The ministers agreed that there had been achievements made so far in the six-way 

talks and reaffirmed their determination to ensure each country's obligations were met. In addition, they 

emphasized that a complete and balanced conclusion was crucial for the second denuclearization phase and that a 

verification mechanism must be promptly prepared. U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice stated the meeting 

was ''very good,'' adding that ''it wasn't a standoff with people just stating their positions.'' According to the North 

Korean delegation's spokesman, Ri Dong Il, North Korean Foreign Minster Pak Ui Chun said North Korea was willing 

''to implement its own obligations,'' including verification, ''closely following the implementation by other parties 

on the principle of action-for-action.'' Mr. Ri also said that ''what's important is for the U.S. to fundamentally and 
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entirely withdraw its hostile policy.''  

τJung Sung-ki, "Foreign Ministers Seek to Advance Nuclear Talks," Korea Times, 23 July 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; Helene Cooper, "In First Meeting, Rice Presses North Korean on Nuclear Effort," New York 

Times, 24 July 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. and North Korea take another step to improved ties; 

Pyongyang official meets with Rice," International Herald Tribune, 24 July 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; 

"6-party talks look to add momentum," Korea Herald, 24 July 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Rare 

meeting in Singapore advances Pyongyang talks" International Herald Tribune, 24 July 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com. 

30 July 2008  

A senior official in the U.S. government said that Washington might suspend its removal of North Korea from the 

list of terror-sponsoring nations if the verification regime for verifying North Korea's nuclear program is not 

established. On 25 July, U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice warned North Korea of a possible postponement 

of the removal unless the verifying mechanism is set up.  

τKyodo News Agency, "US warns N Korea of possible postponement of terror list removal," in BBC Monitoring, 25 

July 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Kyodo News Agency, "US said to keep North Korea on terror list if no 

deal on nuclear verification," in BBC Monitoring, 30 July 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

31 July-1 August 2008  

Sung Kim, the US State Department's special envoy for the six-party talks and Li Gun, head of the North Korean 

Foreign Ministry's American affairs bureau met two times in Beijing from 31 July to 1 August to talk about the 

verification protocol. Even though there was no elaboration from them, it is reportedly said that there was no 

progress in the verification issue. According to a senior South Korean official in background briefing, "North Korea 

is still refusing to agree some basic stuff."  

τKyodo News Agency, "US nuclear envoy says no reaction yet from North Korea on draft plan," in BBC Monitoring, 

1 August 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Kyodo News Agency, "US, North Korea diplomats hold second 

day of nuclear talks," in BBC Monitoring, 1 August 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Kyodo News Agency, 

"US, North Korea diplomats head home after nuclear talks in Beijing," in BBC Monitoring, 2 August 2008, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap news agency, "South Korea says North "reluctant" to accept nuclear 

verification requirement," in BBC Monitoring, 5 August 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

12 August 2008  

The Bush administration continues to delay the removal of North Korea from its terrorism list although the 

deadline for removal had passed. North Korea knows "what they need to do on a verification package, and we're 

continuing to work with them," US State Department spokesman Kelley Osterthaler said. State deputy spokesman 

Robert Wood also said "The 45 days are a minimum period, and what weneed from North Korea is a strong 

verification regime."  

τDan Eggen, "Doubts About Nuclear Verification Keep N. Korea on List of Terrorist States," Washington Post, 12 

August 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "US Yet to Delist N. Korea From Terrorism List," Korea Times, 12 

August 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Takeo Miyazaki, "N. Korea playing waiting game; "Delaying 
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tactics aimed at wresting concessions on verification regime," Yomiuri Shimbun, 13 August 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com. 

26 August 2008  

North Korea released a statement saying that it halted disablement process at the Yongbyon site, its main nuclear 

facility, and was considering restoring and restarting operations at the facility. North Korea's official Korean Central 

News Agency (KCNA) quoted the North Korean Foreign spokesman as saying: ''we have decided to immediately 

suspend disabling our nuclear facilities. This measure has been effective on Aug. 14, and related parties have been 

notified of it.'' The State Department described the announcement as a ''step backward.''  

τChoe Sang-Hun, "North Korea Says It Stopped Disabling Nuclear Complex," The New York Times, 27 August 2008, 

in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Blaine Harden, "N. Korea, Angry Over Terror List, Threatens to Rebuild Nuclear 

Program," The Washington Post, 27 August 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Jung Sung-ki, "North Korea 

Halts Disabling Nuclear Plant," Korea Times, 26 August 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; David Blair, 

"North Korea threatens to rebuild its main nuclear plant," The Daily Telegraph (London), 27 August 2008, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "US Calls on N. Korea To Agree to Verification Regime Before Delisting," Yonhap news 

agency, in BBC Monitoring, 27 August 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "US Urges NK to Agree to Nuke 

Verification Regime Before Being Delisted," Korea Times, 27 August 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; 

"North Korean bluff," The Korea Herald, 20 August 2008, in Lexis Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

4 September 2008  

The Foreign Ministry of South Korea confirmed that North Korea took measures to restore its nuclear facilities at 

Yongbyun, officially expressing regret over North Korea's activities. Meanwhile, Christopher Hill, the top U.S. 

negotiator, said that it was not still clear that North Korea was attempting to restart operation at the Yongbyun 

facilities, adding North Korea's real intention was still unclear. After meeting with his counterparts of South 

Korean, Japan and China in Beijing, he urged North Korea to agree on the verification regime.  

τ"South Korea says North restoring nuclear reactor," Yonhap news agency, in BBC Monitoring, 04 September 

2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Choe Sang-Hun, Helene Cooper "U.S. Doubts Reports of Work On North 

Korea Nuclear Site," The New York Times, 04 September 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "US envoy 

repeats call for verification regime for North Korea," Kyodo News Agency, in BBC Monitoring, 05 September 2008, 

in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Unclear, whether North Korea reactivating nuclear plant, US envoy says," 

Kyodo News Agency, in BBC Monitoring, 06 September 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

22-24 September 2008  

North Korea asked the IAEA to remove seals and surveillance equipment at a nuclear reprocessing facility at 

Yongbyun to conduct tests. North Korea then ordered inspectors of the IAEA to leave the country and notified the 

agency that it would reintroduce nuclear material into the nuclear complex. According to a spokesperson for the 

agency, all the agency seals and surveillance equipment were removed from the Yongbyun facilities on 24 

September.  

τElaine Sciolino, "North Korea Moves Closer to Restarting Its Nuclear Program, Atomic Agency Says," The New 

York Times, 23 September 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Karen DeYoung, "Unease Grows as N. Korea 

Asks to Remove IAEA Seals From Reactor," Washington Post, 23 September 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-
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nexis.com; "N.K. asks IAEA to remove seals," The Korea Herald, September 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com; Steven Lee Myers, Elaine Sciolino, "North Koreans Bar Inspectors at Nuclear Site," The New York Times, 

25 September 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

1-3 October 2008  

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Christopher R. Hill visited Pyongyang and had talks about the disputed verification 

regime for the North Korea's nuclear program with his counterpart Kim Kye-gwan. Hill reportedly proposed a new 

approach to North Korea, under which North Korea would submit its list of nuclear site to China and still have to 

permit inspections from the U.S. as well as Chinese officials. According to U.S. government sources, the proposal 

would be limited to North Korean nuclear activities and facilities that are reported to China in June, and in turn, 

the United States would provisionally remove North Korea from its terrorism-sponsoring states list. As for weapon 

program and undeclared other activities, North Korea would declare its intention to cooperate with the 

comprehensive verification by the IAEA.  

τHelene Cooper, "Envoy Pushes To Save Deal On Disarming North Korea," The New York Times, 2 October 2008, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Choe Sang-Hun, "U.S. in Nuclear Talks With N. Korea," The New York Times, 2 

October 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "US may de-list N Korea after submits nuke verification plan," 

Kyodo News Agency, in BBC monitoring, 2 October 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Choe Sang-Hun and 

Helene Cooper, "U.S. Official Prolongs N. Korea Talks," The New York Times, 3 October 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; Helene Cooper, "Envoy Leaves North Korea With Issues Unresolved," The New York Times, 3 

October 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Satoshi Ogawa, "U.S. compromise could delist DPRK," The Daily 

Yomiuri, 4 October 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11 October 2008  

The United States removed North Korea in its list of states sponsoring terrorism after North Korea agreed to 

resume disabling its nuclear plant and allow inspectors access to the declared nuclear sites. The State Department 

issued a statement saying that "North Korea has agreed to a series of verification measures," and "North Korea has 

also stated it will assume disablement of its nuclear facilities." As for the verification protocol, the department said 

it would be "finalized and adopted by the six parties in the near future." In response to the U.S. decision, North 

Korea announced it was resuming the disablement of its nuclear program and would allow international monitors 

back to the site.  

τ"North Korea removed from US terror list," Kyodo News Agency, in BBC Monitoring, 11 October 2008, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Glenn Kessler, "U.S. Drops North Korea From Terrorism List," The Washington Post, 12 

October 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Helene Cooper, "U.S. Declares North Korea Off Terror List," The 

New York Times, 12 October 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Nicholas Kralev, "U.S. removes Pyongyang 

from terrorism blacklist," The Washington Times, 12 October 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Choe Sang-

Hun and Helene Cooper, "North Koreans Confirm Pledge to Disable Plant," The New York Times, 13 October 2008, 

in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

12 November 2008  

North Korea refused to allow inspectors to take soil and nuclear waste samples from a nuclear site, claiming that it 

had never agreed to allow sampling in its territory. The U.S. State of Department said that such a step would 
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violate the agreement between them, adding that "it was basically agreed that experts could take samples and 

remove them from the country for testing."  

τKim Sue-young, "N. Korea, US Differ Over Nuclear Sampling," Korea Times, 13 November 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; Choe Sang-Hun and Steven Lee Myers, "North Korea Limits Tests of Nuclear Site," The New 

York Times, 13 November 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Jung Sung-ki, "No Document on N. Korean 

Pledge to Nuclear Sampling," Korea Times, 25 November 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

8-11 December 2008  

Six-Party Talks are held in Beijing and the parties negotiate a draft of a document on ways to verify North Korea's 

nuclear information. The negotiation ended without a document.  

τJin Dae-Woong, "Talks resume on N.K. nuke verification: U.S. mulls undisclosed nuclear sampling deal," The 

Korea Herald, 9 December 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Six-party North Korea talks in Beijing said 

deadlocke," Yonhap News Agency, in BBC Monitoring, 10 December 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com ; Jin 

Dae-Woong, "Nuke envoys fail to narrow gaps over verification pact," The Korea Herald, 9 December 2008, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Jon Ward, "N. Korea nuke talks end without deal; Bush legacy of disarmament 

slips away," The Washington Times, 12 December 2008, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Chairman's 

Statement of the Six-Party Talks 11 December 2008," www.mofat.go.kr.  

Back to Top 

2007 
16-18 January 2007  

In an unusual bilateral meeting, top U.S. envoy to the Six-Party Talks Christopher Hill and his North Korean 

counterpart Kim Kye-gwan discuss ways to revive the Six-Party Talks. Without disclosing any further detail, North 

Korea's KCNA website issues a Foreign Ministry statement noting that a "certain agreement" was reached during 

the meeting. Meanwhile Hill declares that North Korea is willing to return to the Six-Party Talks.  

τ"U.S., N. Korean Envoys End Three Days of Talks in Berlin," Yonhap News Agency, 19 January 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Spokesman for DPRK Foreign Ministry on Results of DPRK-U.S. Talks," KCNA website, 

19 January 2007, http://www.kcna.co.jp; "Hill Says N. Korea 'Absolutely' Ready for More Nuclear Talks," Japan 

Economic Newswire, 19 January 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

8-13 February 2007  

The third session of the fifth round of the Six-Party Talks is held in Beijing, where the participant countries reach an 

agreement. The adopted "Initial Actions for the Implementation of the Joint Statement" commits North Korea to 

shutting down and sealing nuclear facilities at Yongbyon within 60 days and allowing IAEA monitoring and 

verification in exchange for 50,000 tons of heavy fuel oil.  

τAudra Ang, "North Korea Agrees to Nuclear Disarmament," Associated Press, 13 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Kozo Mizoguchi, "Japan Nixes Energy Aid to North Korea Under New Agreement, Cites 
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Abduction Issue," Associated Press, 13 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Statement by 

President on Six-Party Talks," Fed News, 13 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 March 2007  

U.S. Deputy Assistant Treasury Secretary Daniel Glaser announces that Washington would authorize the transfer of 

US$25 million in frozen North Korean funds that had been held in an account with the Macao-based Banco Delta 

Asia. Glaser says the money will be transferred to a North Korean bank account in Beijing. Pyongyang had cited the 

frozen funds as the reason for the DPRK not beginning to shut down its Yongbyon nuclear facility in accordance 

with the 13 February agreement. At the same time as the financial dispute between the United States and North 

Korea is being resolved, another round of the Six-Party Talks begins.  

τChristopher Bodeen, "U.S., North Korea Resolve Macau Bank Dispute as Six-Party Talks Begin," Associated Press, 

19 March 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Six-Way Talks Resume Under Shadow of Lingering 

Financial Sanctions Dispute," Yonhap News Agency, 19 March 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

22 March 2007  

North Korean envoy to the Six-Party Talks Kim Kye-gwan leaves Beijing as the DPRK refuses to discuss 

implementing the 13 February agreement to shut down its Yongbyon nuclear facility until after it receives the 

US$25 million dollars from its Banco Delta Asia account.  

τ"Nuclear Negotiators Extend Talks Amid Stalemate Over Frozen N. Korean Funds," Yonhap News Agency, 22 

March 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Top North Korean Nuclear Envoy Appears to Have Left for 

Home Amid Stalled Nuclear Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 22 March 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

25 June 2007  

A spokesman for the North Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs says that it has finally received the funds from its 

Banco Delta Asia account and it will begin implementing the 13 February agreement. The announcement comes 

over two months past the 14 April deadline to enact the agreement made in February.  

τ"Foreign Ministry Spokesman on Solution to Issue of Frozen Funds," Korean Central News Agency, 25 June 2007, 

www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korea Says its Banking Row with Washington Resolved," Associated Press, 25 June 2007, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

14 July 2007  

IAEA inspectors arrive in North Korea in order to confirm that the DPRK has shut down its Yongbyon nuclear 

facility. In the meantime the first shipment of heavy fuel oil aid to North Korea arrives from South Korea.  

τBo-mi Lim, "North Korea Receives Oil Shipment Promised for Nuclear Reactor Shutdown," Associated Press, 14 

July 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea to Shut Down Nuclear Reactor After Months of 

Delay," Yonhap News Agency, 14 July 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

18 July 2007  

IAEA chief Mohamed ElBaradei confirms that North Korea has shut down all of its five main nuclear facilities which 

include the 5 MW experimental reactor, the reprocessing plant and the nuclear fuel rod fabrication plant at 
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Yongbyon. Meanwhile, as a new round of Six-Party Talks begins, South Korea's nuclear envoy Chun Yung-woo 

indicated that North Korea expressed its intention to declare and disable all of its nuclear facilities by the end of 

the year.  

τJae-Soon Chang, "U.N. Inspectors Verify All N. Korea Nuclear Facilities Closed Beyond Reactor," Associated Press, 

18 July 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Jae-Soon Chang, "S. Korea: N. Korea Agrees to Declare and 

Disable Nuclear Facilities by Year's End," Associated Press, 18 July 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

20 July 2007  

The Six-Party Talks end without North Korea giving a hard deadline for when they will completely dismantle all of 

their nuclear weapons programs. However, U.S. envoy to the Six-Party Talks Christopher Hill says that even 

without setting a deadline the goal of North Korea disarming its nuclear weapons by the end of the year is 

"doable."  

τBurt Herman, "N. Korea Nuclear Talks End without Setting Deadline for Next Disarmament Moves," Associated 

Press, 20 July 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "S. Korean Envoy Says Parties Unable to Set Dates 

for N. Korean Disarmament," Yonhap News Agency, 20 July 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 September 2007  

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Christopher Hill says that North Korea has for the first time offered a timeline to 

declare and disable all of its nuclear weapons programs by the end of the year. Hill's announcement comes after 

meeting with North Korea nuclear envoy Kim Kye-gwan in Geneva.  

τ"U.S., N. Korea Start Diplomatic Normalization Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 2 September 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S.: N. Korea to Disable Nuclear Programs," Associated Press, 2 September 2007, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

6 September 2007  

Israeli warplanes destroy suspected nuclear facility in Syria while concerns are raised about a potential nuclear 

cooperation between North Korea and Syria.  

τMark Mazzetti and Helen Cooper, "U.S. Confirms Israeli Strikes Hit Syrian Target Last Week," New York Times, 12 

September 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Glenn Kessler, "N. Korea, Syria May Be at Work on 

Nuclear Facility," Washington Post, 13 September 2007, www.washingtonpost.com; See also Richard Weitz, 

"Israeli Air Strike in Syria: International Reactions," Center for Nonproliferation Studies, 1 November 2007, 

http://cns.miis.edu. 

11 September 2007  

A team of nine experts from the United States, Russia and China, headed by Sung Kim, director of the U.S. State 

Department's Office of Korea Affairs, arrive in North Korea to examine and discuss the disabling of nuclear facilities 

at Yongbyon with North Korean officials. The team is expected to report its findings to the next session of the Six-

Party Talks.  

τKyodo News Service, "US Nuclear Envoy, Experts Arrives in North Korea," in BBC Monitoring, 11 September 

2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, "Nuclear Experts Gain Full Access to North 

Korea's Nuclear Sites," in BBC Monitoring, 13 September 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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27 September 2007 - 3 October 2007  

The second session of the sixth round of Six-Party Talks is held in Beijing. At the close of the session, the parties 

adopt the "Second-Phase Actions for the Implementation of the September 2005 Joint Statement," which calls on 

North Korea to declare by 31 December 2007 its entire nuclear program and to disable its main nuclear facilities 

that had been shut down and sealed under the 13 February accord. The United States pledges to start the process 

of removing the designation of North Korea as a state sponsor of terrorism while all parties reaffirm their 

commitment to deliver the remaining 900,000 tons of heavy fuel oil to North Korea in return for nuclear 

disablement.  

τ"Deadline For Disabling N.K. Nukes Set At Year-End," Korea Herald, 4 October 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

4 October 2007  

At the close of the inter-Korean summit, South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun and North Korean leader Kim 

Jong-il sign the "Declaration on the Advancement of South-North Relations, Peace and Prosperity," in which the 

two leaders reaffirm their commitment to the denuclearization process.  

τChoe Sang-Hun, "2 Koreas Reach Accord But Skirt Nuclear Program; Summit Ends With Call For Peace Treaty; 

South Rues Absence of Resolve on Arms," International Herald Tribune, 5 October 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Daniel Dombey and Anna Fifield, "Pledge on Permanent Deal to End Korean War," 

Financial Times, 5 October 2007, www.ft.com. 

11-18 October 2007  

A working group of U.S. experts led by Sung Kim, director of the U.S. State Department's Office of Korea Affairs, 

visit North Korea to map out a plan for disabling North Korea's nuclear facilities.  

τKyodo News Service, "North Korean, US Experts Hold Talks on Nuclear Disablement Steps," in BBC Monitoring, 

12 October 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Xinhua News Agency, "US Team Leaves N Korea After 

"Useful" Nuclear Talks," in BBC Monitoring, 18 October 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

27-29 November 2007  

A fact-finding team composed of ten officials from China, South Korea, Russia and the United States visit North 

Korea to follow up on the progress in the disablement of the nuclear facilities at Yongbyon. The KCNA reports that 

the officials witnessed the "processes of disabling the 5 MW test reactor, the reprocessing plant and fuel rod plant 

including the cooling tower and confirmed that the disabling operation is making proper progress."  

τXinhua News Agency, "Six-Party Talks Representatives Arrive in North Korea,' in BBC Monitoring, 27 November 

2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "KCNA Report on Visit to Area of Nyongbyon by Those Concerned 

and Nuclear Experts," Korean Central News Agency, 30 November 2007,www.kcna.co.jp. 

3-5 December 2007  

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Christopher Hill makes a trip to North Korea to discuss with his North Korean 

counterpart Kim Kye-gwan the disablement progress and declaration of all nuclear programs. Hill states that the 

disablement process is going smoothly and that North Korea has "done a lot of work in preparation of discharging 

the fuel in the reactor." He also said that North Korea is "pretty close to providing a declaration." During his visit, 
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Hill also delivered a letter from U.S. President Bush addressed to Kim Jong-il. In his first direct communication to 

the North Korean leader, President Bush urges Kim Jong-il to fully disclose all nuclear programs before the end of 

the year.  

τYonhap News Agency, "Top US Envoy Arrives in North Korea for Nuclear Disclosure Talks," in BBC Monitoring, 3 

December 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Xinhua News Agency, "US Top Envoy Says North 

Korea's Nuclear Disablement "Going Well,"" in BBC Monitoring, 5 December 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; "Personal Letter to Kim Jong Il From U.S. President,' Korean Central News Agency, 6 December 2007, 

www.kcna.co.jp; Brian Knowlton and Choe Sang Hun, "Bush Sends Personal Appeal to Kim Jong Il, North Korean 

Leader is Urged to Disclose All Nuclear Programs," International Herald Tribune, 7 December 2007, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Helen Cooper, "Bush Writes to North Korean Leader," International Herald Tribune, 7 

December 2007, www.iht.com. 

Back to Top 

2006 
10-18 January 2006  

North Korean leader Kim Jong-il travels to China and meets with President Hu Jintao. At the unofficial summit 

meeting, Kim Jong-il reaffirmed North Korea's commitment to the Six-Party Talks. The Korean Central News Agency 

(KCNA) reported that the two countries "agreed to continue to the peaceful resolution of the Korean Peninsula's 

nuclear issue by continually pursuing the six-way talks process."  

τ"Kim Jong IL Pays Unofficial Visit to China," KCNA website, 18 January 2006, www.kcna.co.jp; Choe Sang-Hun, 

"Kim's Trip to Beijing Lifts Hopes For Talks; Hu Pushes Korean to Resume Dialogue on Nuclear Issue," International 

Herald Tribune, 19 January 2006, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Anna Field, "N Korea Raises Hopes On 

Nuclear Impasse," Financial Times, 19 January 2006, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

18 January 2006  

Chief nuclear envoys to the Six-Party Talks from North Korea, China and the United States meet in Beijing to 

discuss ways to revive the Talks. The trilateral meeting is held between U.S. Assistant Security of State Christopher 

Hill, North Korea's Vice Foreign Minister Kim Kye-gwan and China's Vice Foreign Minister Wu Dawei.  

τYonhap News Agency, "North Korea, Chinese, US Nuclear Envoys Meet in Beijing," in BBC Monitoring, 18 January 

2006, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

4 March 2006  

U.S. and North Korean officials hold a meeting in New York where U.S. officials provided a briefing on the punitive 

financial actions the United States had taken against Banco Delta Asia (BDA). Ri Gun, director of American affairs in 

the North Korean Foreign Ministry, pressed Washington to cease such efforts threatening that "under such 

pressure, we cannot return to the six-way talks."  

τGlenn Kessler, "N. Korea Sets Terms For Return to Nuclear Talks," Washington Post, 9 March 2006, 
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www.washingtonpost.com; "N.K. Refuses to Return to Nuclear Talks," Korea Herald, 9 March 2006, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

5 July 2006  

North Korea test fires multiple ballistic missiles over the Sea of Japan including a long-range Taepodong-2 that 

apparently failed or was aborted 42 seconds after it was launched according to U.S. White House and Pentagon 

officials. The other missiles launched are a mix of short-range Scud-C missiles and intermediate-range Rodong 

missiles. In reaction to the test, the Bush administration strongly condemns North Korea's activities as 

"provocations"; however North Korea's Foreign Ministry states that the missile tests were "irrelevant to the six-

party talks."  

τNorimitsu Onishi and David E. Sanger, "Missiles Fired by North Korea; Tests Protested," New York Times, 5 July 

2006, www.nytimes.com; Andrew Buncombe, "North Korea Defies US With Missile Tests," The Independent, 5 July 

2006, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; KCNA, "North Korea Defends Missile Launches," in BBC 

Monitoring, 6 July 2006, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, "South Korean Analysts 

Say North Statement Could Show Intent to Rejoin Talks," in BBC Monitoring, 6 July 2006, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

15 July 2006  

The United Nations Security Council adopts a resolution condemning North Korea's missile launches and imposing 

limited sanctions. Resolution 1695 demands that North Korea suspend its ballistic missile program, and calls on all 

countries to prevent North Korea from receiving or transferring missile-related items. Furthermore, the resolution 

"strongly urges" North Korea to abandon its nuclear program and to return to the Six-Party Talks.  

τWarren Hoge, "U.N. Council, in Weakened Resolution, Demands End to North Korean Missile Program," New 

York Times, 16 July 2006, www.nytimes.com. 

19 August 2006  

The director of South Korea's National Intelligence Service, Kim Seung-kyu, stated that North Korea was capable of 

conducting an underground nuclear test. Speaking at a closed-door briefing to the National Assembly, Director Kim 

said that "North Korea is believed to have facilities for a nuclear test" and that "the possibility of [a] nuclear test is 

always open as soon as Kim Jong-il makes a decision."  

τChoe Sang-hun, "North Korea Seen as Capable of Test; Nuclear Facilities in Place, Seoul Says," International 

Herald Tribune, 29 August 2006, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

24 September 2006  

After meeting with North Korea officials in Pyongyang, U.S. scholar Selig S. Harrison states that North Korea 

intends to unload fuel rods from the Yongbyon reactor and extract plutonium earlier than had been expected. 

Harrison quotes North Korea's Vice Foreign Minister Kim Kye-gwan as saying that the fuel rods would be unloaded 

this fall.  

τJoseph Kahn, "North Korea to Challenge U.S. on Nuclear Fuel," New York Times, 25 September 2006, 

www.nytimes.com.  



   
 

 

Related content is available on the website for the Nuclear Threat Initiative, www.nti.org. 

This material is produced independently for NTI by the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies at the  
Monterey Institute of International Studies and does not necessarily reflect the opinions of and has not been  
independently verified by NTI or its directors, officers, employees, or agents. Copyright © 2011 by MIIS. 

 

3 October 2006  

The North Korean Foreign Ministry issues a statement declaring that it plans to conduct a nuclear test. The 

statement cites "the extreme threat of a nuclear war and U.S. sanctions and pressure" as the reason for North 

Korea having to bolster its nuclear deterrent. The statement did not specify when the test would take place.  

τ"DPRK Foreign Ministry Clarifies Stand on New Measures to Bolster War Deterrent," KCNA website, 3 October 

2006, www.kcna.co.jp; Anthony Fiola and Dafna Linzer, "N. Korea Pledges Nuclear Test; Need Cited to Deter Threat 

From U.S., But Not Date is Set," Washington Times, 4 October 2006, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

Jonathan Watts, "North Korea Raises Stakes With Threat to Carry Out Nuclear Weapons Test: Move Aimed At 

Stalling Financial Sanctions: U.S. and Japan Lead Protest Against 'Reckless Action,'" The Guardian, 4 October 2006, 

in Lexis-Nexis http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

6 October 2006  

The United Nations Security Council issues a statement urging North Korea not to carry out a planned nuclear 

weapon test saying that such action would "jeopardize peace, stability and security in the region and beyond."  

τWarren Hoge, "U.N. Council Presses North Korea to Drop Plans for Nuclear Test," New York Times, 7 October 

2006, www.nytimes.com. 

9 October 2006  

North Korea conducts an underground nuclear test. The Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) releases a report 

confirming the nuclear test and states that the test was "conducted with [100 percent] indigenous wisdom and 

technology." The U.N. Security Council holds an emergency meeting, strongly condemning North Korea's test, and 

vows to enact a "strong and swift" response.  

τ"DPRK Successfully Conducts Underground Nuclear Test," KCNA website, 9 October 2006, www.kcna.co.jp; 

Yonhap News Agency, "UN Security Council 'Strongly Condemns' North Korea Nuclear Test," in BBC Monitoring, 9 

October 2006, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

11 October 2006  

In a meeting with Kyodo News delegation at Pyongyang's Mansudae Assembly Hall, Kim Yong-nam, president of 

the DPRK Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly, stated that "the issue of future nuclear tests is linked to 

U.S. policy towards our country." He also stated that North Korea's return to the Six-Party Talks will also depend on 

U.S. policy towards North Korea.  

τKyodo, "North Korea Says Further Nuclear Tests Dependent on US Policy," in BBC Monitoring, 11 October 2006, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

14 October 2006  

The United Nations Security Council unanimously adopts a resolution under Chapter VII of the UN Charter 

condemning North Korea's nuclear test of October 9, 2006. Resolution 1718 bans the transfer of nuclear or ballistic 

missile materials and imposes an embargo on luxury good to North Korea. It further demands that no further tests 

or ballistic missile launches take place and calls on North Korea to immediately return to the Treaty on the 

Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards.  

τWarren Hoge, "Security Council Supports Sanctions on North Korea," New York Times, 15 October 2006, 
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www.nytimes.com; Philip Sherwell, "UN Vote Slaps Sanctions on North Korea," Sunday Telegraph, 15 October 

2006, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

31 October 2006  

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Christopher Hill and his North Korean counterpart Kim Kye-gwan hold secret talks 

in Beijing under the auspices of the Chinese government, where North Korea agrees to return to the Six-Party 

Talks. After the meeting, U.S. officials downplay the suggestion that North Korea's recent nuclear test would now 

make negotiations more difficult. According to a statement by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice: "Nobody 

accepts that [North Korea is] a nuclear power."  

τJoseph Kahn and Helene Cooper, "North Korea Will Resume Nuclear Talks," New York Times, 1 November 2006, 

www.nytimes.com; Robert Marquand, "Now Nuclear, North Korea Will Talk," Christian Science Monitor, 1 

November 2006, www.csmonitor.com. 

18-22 December 2006  

The second phase of the fifth round of Six-Party Talks resume in Beijing after a 13-month break. After holding five 

days of negotiations, the talks recess without achieving any tangible progress. North Korea insists that the issue of 

the frozen funds at Banco Delta Asia (BDA) needs to be resolved. The Chairman's Statement at the close of the 

session states that the six parties "agreed to recess to report to capitals and to reconvene at the earliest 

opportunity."  

τLee Joo-hee, "Process of Beijing Talks Under Scrutiny," Korea Herald, 23 December 2006, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Tetsuya Suetsugu and Hiroshi Oyama, "6-Party Talks End in Stalemate," Daily Yomiuri, 

23 December 2006, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Joseph Kahn, "Talks End on North Korea's Nuclear 

Weapons," New York Times, 23 December 2006, www.nytimes.com; Edward Cody, "Nuclear Talks With N. Korea 

End in Failure; Six-Party Process Thrown Into Doubt," Washington Post, 23 December 2006, 

www.washingtonpost.com. 

Back to Top 

2005 
5 January 2005  

Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers' Party, says the United States should not even "dream" of 

North Korean disarmament while the two nations have hostile relations.  

τ"Do Not Dream of Unilateral "Disarmament': Rodong Sinmun," Korean Central News Agency, 5 January 2004, 

www.kcna.co.jp "N. Korea Says U.S. Demand for Disarmament 'Nonsense'," Yonhap News Agency, 5 January 2005, 

in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

5 January 2005  

International Atomic Energy Agency Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei tells Reuters that the North Korean 

nuclear program poses the greatest proliferation threat to the world and is worsening.  

τ"N.K. Nuke Crisis Deepening: IAEA Chief," Korea Times, 7 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "IAEA 
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Chief Says N. Korea's Nuclear Crisis Getting Worse," Chosun Ilbo, 7 January 2005, in OSC Document ID 

KPP20050106000195.  

6 January 2005  

White House spokesman Scott McClellan says at a press briefing that "it is in North Korea's interest" to resume the 

Six-Party Talks as soon as possible.  

τ"Press Briefing by Scott McClellan," Office of the Press Secretary, U.S. White House, 6 January 2004, 

www.state.gov; "U.S. Urges DPRK to Return to Six-Party Talks," Xinhua General News Service, 6 January 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

8 January 2005  

U.S. Congressman Tom Lantos (D-CA), the ranking Democrat on the House International Relations Committee, 

visits Pyongyang to discuss the DPRK's nuclear program and human rights issues. Lantos sponsored the North 

Korea Human Rights Act of 2004.  

τ"U.S. Congressman Arrives in N. Korea for Four-day Trip," Yonhap News Agency, 8 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. Rights Act Sponsor Heads to North Korea," Korea Times, 8 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "Spokesman for DPRK Foreign Ministry on Issue of Six-Party Talks," Korean Central News 

Agency website, 8 January 2005, www.kcna.co.jp; North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004 (P.L. 108-333), 18 

October 2004, House Committee on Foreign Affairs, United States House of Representatives, 

www.internationalrelations.house.gov. 

8 January 2005  

A DPRK Foreign Ministry spokesman says the United States, which has a "hostile policy" towards the DPRK, is 

wholly responsible for the nuclear issue deadlock.  

τ"Spokesman for DPRK Foreign Ministry on Issue of Six-Party Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 8 January 2005, 

www.kcna.co.jp; Yonhap News Agency, 9 January 2005, in "U.S. Policy Shift, Key to Resolve Nuclear Issue, Says 

North Korea," OSC Document ID KPP20050109000013; "North Calls on U.S. to Change Its Nuclear Stance," Asia 

Pulse, 10 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11 January 2005  

U.S. Congressman Tom Lantos returns from his visit to Pyongyang and says he told North Korean officials that it is 

in their country's interest to return to the Six-Party Talks. Included among the officials Lantos met with were 

Foreign Minister Paek Nam-sun and Vice Foreign Minister Kim Kye-gwan.  

τ"U.S Congressman Urges N. Korea to Return to 6-Way Talks," Japan Economic Newswire, 11 January 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. Congressman Says He Discussed North Korea's Nuclear Program with 

Pyongyang Officials," Associated Press, 10 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Jim Yardley, "World 

Briefing Asia: North Korea: Congressman "Optimistic'," New York Times, 12 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com.  

13 January 2005  

Japanese Defense Agency Director General Yoshinori Ono meets with South Korean Minister of Defense Yun 
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Kwang-ung and both reaffirm their commitments to continue to work towards resuming the Six-Party Talks at an 

early date.  

τ"Kim Hyung, "Japanese Defense Chief Visits S. Korea," Yonhap News Agency, 12 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan's Defense Chief Arrives in S. Korea for Two-day Visit," Japan Economic News, 12 

January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan, S. Korea Confirm Efforts to Resume 6-Way Talks," Jiji 

Press Ticker, 13 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

11-14 January 2005  

A congressional delegation led by U.S. Congressman Curt Weldon (R-PA), vice chairman of the House Armed 

Services Committee, visits Pyongyang to discuss North Korea's nuclear weapons program with the Chairman of the 

tǊŜǎƛŘƛǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ tŜƻǇƭŜϥǎ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ YƛƳ ¸ǂƴƎ-nam, Foreign Minister Paek Nam-Sun, and Vice Foreign 

Minister Kim Kye-gwan. Weldon states that he and his delegation emphasized to the North Koreans the United 

States' commitment to a peaceful resolution of the nuclear crisis.  

τ"U.S. Lawmakers Arrive in Pyongyang: Report," Yonhap News Agency, 11 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com; "Paek Nam Sun Meets U.S. Congress Delegation," Korean Central News Agency, 12 January 2005, 

www.kcna.co.jp/; "Kim Yong Nam Meets U.S. Congress Delegation," Korean Central News Agency, 13 January 

2004, www.kcna.co.jp; Sang-hun Choe, "U.S. Congressional Delegation Tries to Get North Korea to Rejoin Talks on 

Nuclear Weapons Programs," Associated Press, 13 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Pyongyang 

Ready to Return to Nuclear Talks: Weldon," Korea Times, 15 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. 

Korea Will Return to Nuclear Discussions; Six-Party Talks May Resume Within Weeks, U.S. says," International 

Herald Tribune, 15 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

14 January 2005  

The DPRK's official Korean Central News Agency says North Korea will return to the Six-Party Talks if U.S. President 

George W. Bush pursues a more friendly policy towards the DPRK.  

τ"N.K to Treat U.S. as "Friend' If It Ceases to Intervene: KCNA," Yonhap News Agency, 14 January 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Anthony Faiolo, "N. Korea Says It's Ready to Resume Nuclear Talks; In Meetings with 

U.S. Congressmen, Government Says U.S. Must Drop Its "Belligerent Manner'," Washington Post, 14 January 2005, 

in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

14 January 2005  

U.S. Department of State spokesman Richard Boucher says the United States hopes that North Korea's recent 

statements about returning to the Six-Party Talks "do, indeed, presage a return to the talks."  

τ"Daily Press Briefing," U.S. Department of State, 14 January 2005, www.state.gov; "U.S. Reacts Cautiously to 

Reported North Korean Overture," Agence France Presse, 14 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

18 January 2005  

U.S. Congressman Curt Weldon reportedly says to Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Hiroyuki Hosoda and Vice 

Foreign Minister Shotaro Yachi that North Korea will return to the Six-Party Talks in early February, provided that 

U.S. government leaders refrain from "inflammatory rhetoric."  

τ"N. Korea Could Return to Nuke Talks in Feb.: U.S. Lawmaker," Japan Economic Newswire, 18 January 2005, in 
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Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Has No Intent to Keep Nukes Forever: Weldon," Japan Economic 

Newswire, 18 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

18 January 2005  

Newly appointed U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice says the DPRK can receive multinational security 

assurances in exchange for abandoning its nuclear weapons.  

τ"N. Korea Can Get Multinational Security Guarantee for Nukes: Rice," Yonhap News Agency, 19 January 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Rice Urges N. Korea to Resume Talks, Promises No Attack," Japan Economic 

Newswire, 18 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

24 January 2005  

According to Japan's Nihon Keizai Shimbun, China is encouraging the DPRK to admit the existence of its uranium 

enrichment activities for nuclear weapons development.  

τHiroshi Minegishi, "China Urges North Korea to Announce the Existence of Its HEU Plan, In An Effort to Promote 

Six-Party Talks," Nihon Keizai Shimbun, 24 January 2005, in "PRC Urges DPRK to Admit Existence of Highly-Enriched 

Uranium Plan," OSC ID JPP20050124000012.  

26 January 2005  

Libyan President Moammar Gadhafi (Mu'ammar al Qadhafi) urges North Korea and Iran to follow Libya's example 

and give up nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction programs.  

τ"N. Korea Should Give Up Nuclear Program: Gadhafi," Yonhap News Agency, 26 January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "Libyan Leader Urges N. Korea to Give up Nuclear Ambitions," Japan Economic Newswire, 25 

January 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

27 January 2005  

Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Hiroyuki Hosoda says Japan "will make a strong appeal" to address the issue of 

abductions of Japanese nationals at the next round of the Six-Party Talks.  

τ"Japan Hits Back at N. Korea for "Unacceptable' Attitude," Japan Economic Newswire, 27 January 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

27 January 2005  

Japan's TV Asahi airs part of an interview with Hwang Chang-ȅǂǇΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀƴ ŘŜŦŜŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ 

South Korea. Hwang reportedly says that before leaving North Korea he heard from a senior official in the military 

industry department of the Korean Workers' Party Central Committee that North Korea had reached an agreement 

with another country to build nuclear weapons by producing enriched uranium.  

τTokyo TV Asahi, 27 January 2005 in "DPRK Defector Hwang Discusses Flow of Uranium Ore from DPRK to China 

on Japan TV," OSC Document ID JPP20050128000003. 

28 January 2005  

Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman Alexander Yakovenko denies media reports that North Korea may have 

purchased nuclear weapons from states of the former Soviet Union.  
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τInterfax, 28 January 2005, in "Russia Denies North Korea Bought Nuclear Weapons from Former Soviet States," 

OSC Document ID CEP20050128000113.  

2 February 2005  

U.S. President George W. Bush says the United States is working "to convince North Korea to give up its nuclear 

ambitions" during the State of the Union Address. The statement, which marks the beginning of his second term as 

president, is perceived to be less confrontational than previous statements.  

τ"State of the Union Address," Office of the Press Secretary, 2 February 2005, U.S. White House, 

www.whitehouse.gov; "Bush Makes Terse Reference to North Korea in Key Address," Agence France Presse, 3 

February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Bush's Restraint Sends Silent Message to Pyongyang," Yonhap 

News Agency, 4 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

2 February 2005  

According to articles in the New York Times and Washington Post, scientific tests conducted at the Oak Ridge 

National Laboratory have led U.S. officials to conclude that nearly two tons of uranium hexafluoride sold to Libya, 

which can be enriched and used in a nuclear device, most likely originated from North Korea.  

τDavid E. Sanger and William J. Broad, "Tests Said to Tie Deal on Uranium to North Korea," New York Times, 2 

February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Glenn Kessler, "North Korea May Have Sent Libya Nuclear 

Material, U.S. Tells Allies," Washington Post, 2 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2-3 February 2005  

Michael Green, U.S. Senior Director for Asian Affairs at the National Security Council, visits Seoul to meet with 

Foreign Minister Ban Ki-Moon, Deputy Foreign Minister Song Min-soon, and Deputy Secretary-General of the 

National Security Council Lee Jong-seok to discuss resuming the Six-Party Talks and the two tons of uranium 

hexafluoride believed to have been transferred from North Korea to Libya.  

τ"U.S. Official Arrives for Consultations on N.K. Nukes," Korea Times, 2 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com; "U.S. National Security Official Arrives in Seoul," Yonhap News Agency, 2 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; Joo Sang-Min, "Seoul, U.S. Officials Discuss Alleged N.K. Uranium Export," Korea Herald, 4 

February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

3 February 2005  

The Washington Post reports that unnamed U.S. and IAEA officials say evidence linking North Korea to uranium 

sold to Libya is inconclusive and Pakistan instead may have been the real source of proliferation.  

τGlenn Kessler and Dafna Linzer, "Nuclear Evidence Could Point to Pakistan," Washington Post, 3 February 2005, 

in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Pakistan May be the Source of Libya's Uranium Hexafluoride," Press Trust of 

India, 3 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

9 February 2005  

Michael Green, U.S. Senior Director for Asian Affairs at the National Security Council, travels to Beijing and delivers 

a letter from U.S. President George W. Bush to Chinese President Hu Jintao that urges China to apply greater 

diplomatic pressure on North Korea to disarm its nuclear weapons program.  
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τDavid E. Sanger and William J. Broad, "U.S. Asking China to Increase Pressure on North Korea to End Its Nuclear 

Program," New York Times, 9 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "US Asks China to Press North 

Korea on Nuclear Issue: Report," Agence France Presse, 9 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

10 February 2005  

A North Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman announces that North Korea possesses nuclear weapons for 

"self-defense" and will be suspending its participation in the Six-Party Talks indefinitely due to the U.S. 

administration's hostile policy towards the DPRK. The spokesman specifically mentions U.S. Secretary of State 

Condoleezza Rice's reference to the DPRK as an "outpost of tyranny" and President George W. Bush's State of the 

Union Address that includes the ultimate objective of "ending tyranny in our world."  

τ"DPRK FM on Its Stand to Suspend Its Participation in Six-Party Talks for Indefinite Period," Korean Central News 

Agency, 10 February 2005, http://www.kcna.co.jp; James Brooke and David E. Sanger, "North Koreans Say They 

Hold Nuclear Arms," New York Times, 11 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "N.Korea Suspends 

Nuke Talks, Says it Produced Nukes," Japan Economic Newswire, 10 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com.  

10 February 2005  

United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan urges North Korea to return to the Six-Party Talks to resolve the 

nuclear issue.  

τKyodo News Service, "UN Chief Urges North Korea to Resume Six-Party Talks," in BBC Monitoring, 10 February 

2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Kofi Annan Urges North Korea to Return to Talks," Deutsche Presse-

Agentur, 10 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

10 February 2005  

U.S. Whitehouse Spokesman Scott McClellan says the United States will continue to pursue "a peaceful, diplomatic 

solution" to the nuclear crisis, and U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice urged North Korea to return to 

negotiations rather than risk "further international isolation."  

τ"U.S. Committed to Diplomatic Solution to N. Korea Nuke Row," Japan Economic Newswire, 10 February 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Anned Gearan, "Rice Warns that North Korea Should Avoid Confrontation with 

World over Nuclear Issue," Associated Press, 10 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Rice Says 

Pullout From Six Party Talks to Only Deepen DPRK's Isolation," Xinhua News Service, 10 February 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

10 February 2005  

South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon says he is disappointed with North Korea's announcement that it is 

suspending its participation in the Six-Part Party talks. Ban says he expects China to play a more "positive" role in 

persuading the DPRK back to the negotiating table.  

τ"S. Korea Minister Expects China to Take 'More Positive' Role," Japan Economic Newswire, 10 February 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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10 February 2005  

Russian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Alexander Yakovenko says Russia "regrets" the DPRK's decision to suspend 

the Six-Party Talks but still feels that the nuclear issue should be resolved through the six-way forum.  

τKsenia Kaminskaya, "RF Hopes for Soonest Resumption of 6-Sided Talks on Korea," ITAR-TASS News Agency, 10 

February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Russia Stands for Resolving Security Problem of DPRK through 

Negotiations," Xinhua News Service, 10 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11 February 2005  

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi says bringing North Korea back to the Six-Party Talks will still be first 

priority for Japan to deal with the nuclear crisis.  

τ"Japan Watching N. Korea's Intentions in Suspending Nuke Talks," Japan Economic Newswire, 10 February 2005, 

in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11 February 2005  

bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀϥǎ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ Iŀƴ {ǂƴƎ-Ǌȅǂƭ ǎŀȅǎ ŀ ¦Φ{Φ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ 

bilateral negotiations with the DPRK would be perceived as "a signal that the United States is changing its hostile 

policy," giving North Korea the necessary impetus to rejoin the Six-Party Talks.  

τPak Ch'an-su, "North Korea 'The United States Should Directly Come to the Dialogue," Hankyoreh website, 12 

February 2005, in "DPRK's UN. Envoy: "'Direct Dialogue' Signals Change in U.S. Hostile Policy' Toward DPRK," OSC 

Document ID KPP20050211000110; Sang-hun Choe, "Report: North Korea Demands Direct Dialogue with U.S. to 

Defuse Tension," Associated Press, 11 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11 February 2005  

U.S. White House Spokesman Scott McClellan states Washington will not negotiate bilaterally with North Korea but 

adds that "there's plenty of opportunity for North Korea to speak directly with us in the context of the Six-Party 

Talks."  

τ"Press Briefing," Office of the Press Secretary, 11 February 2005, U.S. White House, www.whitehouse.gov; "U.S. 

Rejects Bilateral Talks with N. Korea," Japan Economic Newswire, 11 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com; George Gedda, "U.S. Rejects North Korea Appeal for One-on-one Nuclear Talks," Associated Press, 11 

February 2005 in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

12 February 2005  

Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing tells U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice via telephone that Beijing will work with 

all relevant parties to resume the Six-Party Talks as soon as possible.  

τSoo-Jeong Lee, "China Tells U.S. It Will Push to Revive Talks on North Korean Nuclear Standoff," Associated Press, 

13 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Keith Bradsher and James Brooke, "China Calls on North 

Korea to Return to Regional Talks," New York Times, 13 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "China 

Tells U.S. It Will Push for Resumption of N. Korean Nuclear Talks," Agence France Presse, 13 February 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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14 February 2005  

South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-Moon and U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice reaffirm their 

commitment to resolve the North Korean nuclear crisis within the Six-Party Talks and to increase diplomatic efforts 

to bring North Korea back to the negotiations as soon as possible "without any preconditions."  

τ"S. Korea, U.S. Agree to Continue to Pursue Diplomatic (sic)," Yonhap News Agency, 14 February 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "S. Korea, U.S. Foreign Ministers Meet for Talks on N. Korea," Yonhap News Agency, 14 

February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S., S. Korea Agree to Step Up Diplomatic Efforts on N. 

Korea," Japan Economic Newswire, 14 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

14 February 2005  

{ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ /ƘǂƴƎ 5ƻƴƎ-ȅǂƴƎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀϥǎ мл CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 

statement of possession of nuclear weapons "does not make North Korea a nuclear armed state."  

τ"South Korea Says Engagement with North Korea Unshaken," Agence France Press, 14 February 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "S. Korea, U.S. Foreign Ministers Meet for Talks on N. Korea," Yonhap News Agency, 14 

February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

16 February 2005  

A bipartisan six-member delegation of the U.S. Congress, which was led by Rep. Curt Weldon (R-PA) to the January 

2005 visit to Pyongyang, sends a letter to the DPRK Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly 

YƛƳ ¸ǂƴƎ-nam urging North Korea to reconsider its decision to suspend its participation in the Six-Party Talks.  

τ¸ƻƴƘŀǇ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ Ϧ²Ŝƭǘǂƴ ­ƛǿǂƴΣ YƛƳȅǂƴƎƴŀƳϥŜ ϥIƻŜŘŀƳ /ƘϥŀƳƎŀϥ /Ƙϥƻƪƪǳ {ǂƘŀƴΣϦ ƛƴ Hankyoreh 

Shinmun, 17 February 2005, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr; "U.S. Congressmen Urge Pyongyang to Abandon Its 

Nuclear Gambling," Yonhap News Agency, 16 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

17 February 2005  

Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing and Japanese Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimura consult and agree that 

both countries should work together to convince North Korea to return to the Six-Party Talks. Machimura says he 

expects "a significant role by China" to help bring North Korea back to the negotiations.  

τ"Japan Calls on China to Persuade N. Korea Into Talks," Jiji Press, 16 February 2005, in "Machimura Speaks to Li 

Zhaoxing, Asks PRC to Persuade DPRK to Rejoin Talks," OSC Document ID JPP20050216000110; "China, Japan 

Agree to Jointly Press N. Korea to Return to Talks," Agence France Presse, 16 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com. 

17 February 2005  

South Korean Ambassador to China Kim Ha-chung says that China has much greater leverage over North Korea 

than is currently employed or realized.  

τ[ŜŜ ¸ǂƴƎ-ǎǂǇΣ ϦYƛƳƘŀƧǳƴƎ /ƘǳƧǳƴƎŘŀŜǎŀΥ ϥ/ƘǳƴƎ ¢ŀŜōǳƪ !ǇǇŀƪƪϥŀŘǺ IȅǂƴŘŀƴƪȅŜǎǂƴ !ƴǎǎǺƭ YǂǘϥΣϦ Hankook 

Ilbo, 18 February 2005, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr; "Ambassador Says China's Role Bigger Than Expected," Korea 

Times, 19 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "China Could Twist North Korea's Arm: Envoy," 

Chosun Ilbo, 18 February 2005, in OSC Document ID KPP20050217000180. 
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18 February 2005  

At a Korea University breakfast, U.S. envoy to the Six-Party Talks Christopher Hill says China and the United States 

are in absolute agreement in the goal of bringing North Korea back to the Six-Party Talks.  

τ"U.S., China in Absolute Agreement on N. Korea: Envoy," Yonhap News Agency, 18 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http:/web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 February 2005  

North Korean AmbasǎŀŘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ Iŀƴ {ǂƴƎ-Ǌȅǂƭ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ 5twY ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƛȄ-Party Talks if 

Washington promises peaceful coexistence and noninterference in Pyongyang's internal affairs.  

τ"NKorean Diplomat Says Nuclear Talks Possible if US Drops Hostility: Report," Agence France Presse, 19 February 

2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Pyongyang's Top Envoy Urges Washington to Promise Coexistence," 

Yonhap News Agency, 19 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 February 2005  

Following a meeting between U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, U.S. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, 

Japanese Minister of Foreign Affairs Nobutaka Machimura and Japanese Defense Agency Chief Yoshinori Ono (also 

known as the "two plus two" talks), Rice says the group urges North Korea to return to the Six-Party Talks to end its 

nuclear programs. Rice says North Korea should return to the talks "so that people don't have to contemplate 

other measures."  

τ"Japan, U.S Want N. Korea Back to Nuke Talks, Expect China Role," Japan Economic Newswire, 19 February 2005, 

in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Barry Schweid, "U.S., Japan Urge North Korea to Return to Six-Party Talks," 

Associated Press, 19 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S., Japan Express 'Deep Concern' Over 

N. Korea," Xinhua News Service, 21 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19-22 February 2005  

China's special envoy to North Korea Ning Fukui and other officials travel to Pyongyang to discuss resuming the Six-

Partȅ ¢ŀƭƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5twY /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘƛǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ tŜƻǇƭŜϥǎ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ YƛƳ ¸ǂƴƎ-nam and North 

Korean leader Kim Jong-Il. North Korean officials say they will return to the Six-Party Talks if the United States 

shows "trustworthy sincerity."  

τ"Chinese Official Meets N.K. Leaders," Korea Times, 21 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; 

Stephanie Hoo, "Chinese Envoy in Pyongyang Amid Flurry of Diplomatic Efforts on North Korean Nuclear Standoff," 

Associated Press, 21 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Agrees to Conditional Return to 

Dialogue Table," Yonhap News Agency, 22 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Charles Whelan, 

"Roadblock Still Stands After Kim Jong-Il Climb Down: Analysts," Agence France Presse, 22 February 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

24 February 2005  

South Korea's National Intelligence Service says in a report to the National Assembly's Intelligence Committee that 

they believe North Korea does not possess any nuclear bombs made with highly enriched uranium (HEU), and that 

North Korea has not reached the stage of building a large-scale uranium enrichment plant.  

τ/ƘǂƴƎ /ƘŀŜ-ƪǿǂƴΣ ϦtǳƪΣ ¦ǊŀƴȅǳƳƴƻƴƎŎƘϥǳƪ {ǂƴƎƎƻƴƎ aƻǘƘŀƴǘǺǘκtϥǺƭƭǳǘϥƻƴȅǳƳ IǿŀƪǇƻǊƻ IŀŜƪ мϤн YŀŜΣϦ 
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Hankyoreh Shinmun, 25 February 2005, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr; "N. Korea Has Yet to Build HEU-Based Nuke 

Bombs: NIS Report," Yonhap News Agency, 24 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

26 February 2005  

Top negotiators to the Six-Party Talks Christopher Hill of the United States, Kenichiro Sasae of Japan and Song Min-

sun of South Korea meet in Seoul to discuss the resumption of negotiations and ways to urge North Korea to 

return to the Six-Party Talks.  

τ"S. Korea, U.S., Japan Urge N. Korea to Return to Six-Way Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 26 February 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Representatives of Japan, the United States and South Korea Agreed Saturday 

on the Need for North Korea to Return Promptly to the Stalled Six-Way Talks on its Nuclear Weapons Programs," 

Jiji Press Ticker Service, 26 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "S. Korea, U.S., Japan Struggle to 

Deal With N. Korea," Yonhap News Agency, 27 February 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

28 February 2005  

The Kyodo News Service reports that North Korean leader Kim Jong-Il gave four conditions for North Korea's return 

to the Six-Party Talks to the head of the Chinese Communist Party's International Department Wang Jiarui during 

the 19-22 February meeting in Pyongyang. The four conditions for the United States are a security guarantee, 

reasons for labeling North Korea an "outpost of tyranny," willingness to negotiate on an equal basis, and the ability 

to demonstrate trustworthiness through its actions.  

τ"N. Korea Sets 4 Conditions for Return to Six-Way Talks," Japan Economic Newswire, 28 February 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Lays Out Nuke Talk Conditions," United Press International, 28 February 

2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

1 March 2005  

According to the Kyodo World Service North Korean leader Kim Jong-il tells Chinese Communist Party International 

Department head Wang Jiarui that the DPRK has produced nuclear weapons and that North Korea possessing them 

is "not something new that happened yesterday or today." The Chinese Foreign Ministry declines to comment on 

the matter.  

τKyodo World Service, 1 March 2005, in " 'Source' Says Kim Jong Il Told PRC Envoy Nuclear Weapons Not 'New'," 

OSC Document ID JPP20050301000009; Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China website, 1 

March 2005, in 'Transcript of PRC FM Spokesman News Conference' on 1 March 2005, OSC Document ID 

CPP20050301000161. 

2 March 2005  

South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon says during his weekly press briefing that if North Korea returns to the 

Six-Party Talks, the DPRK will be able to negotiate one-on-one with the United States within the framework of the 

multilateral discussions.  

τN. Korea Will Be Granted Direct Talks with U.S.: FM," Yonhap News Agency, 2 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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2 March 2005  

The North Korean Foreign Ministry issues a rare memorandum outlining the DPRK's position on the Six-Party Talks. 

The memorandum explains why North Korea feels that currently there are "no grounds whatsoever to sit face to 

face with the United States, whether it is at the Six-Party Talks or DPRK-U.S. bilateral talks." The memorandum 

outlines what the United States must do in order to resume the multilateral negotiations over North Korea's 

nuclear issue. A spokesperson for the DPRK says that North Korea "will go to the talks any time if the U.S. takes a 

trustworthy sincere attitude and moves to provide conditions and justification for the resumption of the Six-Party 

Talks."  

τThe United States Will Pay a Due Price for Rupturing the Resolution of the Nuclear Issue Between the DPRK and 

the United States," Foreign Ministry Memorandum, 2 March 2005, in "DPRK Issues Rare Foreign Ministry 

'Memorandum' on 6-Party Talks," OSC Feature 4 March 2005, ID FEA20050303001661 ;"DPRK's Stand on Six-Party 

Talks Reclarified (sic)," Korean Central News Agency, 2 March 2005, www.kcna.co.jp; "Pyongyang Reaffirms Its 

Willingness to Return to Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 2 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea 

Clarifies Stance on Rejoining 6-Way Talks: Xinhua," Japan Economic Newswire, 2 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 March 2005  

Pakistani President Gen. Pervez Musharraf says that former nuclear scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan "may have given 

some centrifuges or know-how [to North Korea] but they developed their nuclear programs from Western 

technology."  

τMusharraf Acknowledges Nuclear Know-How Transfer to N. Korea," Japan Economic Newswire, 2 March 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

6 March 2005  

Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing says that while China remains committed to the peaceful denuclearization of 

the Korean Peninsula it also believes that "the legitimate concerns of the DPRK should be addressed." Li also says 

that the North Korean leadership has stated that they are "ready and willing to continue to participate in the Six-

Party Talks." Li remains noncommittal on China's stance towards the existence of a secret North Korean uranium 

enrichment program, only saying to reporters "I don't know anything more than you do."  

τ Xinhua Domestic Service, 6 March 2005, in "Comparison--Text of FM Li Zhaoxing's News Conference 6 March 

During NPC Session," OSC Document ID CPP20050306000157; "China Calls for Attention to N. Korean Concerns in 

Nuclear Talks," Xinhua Financial Network News, 7 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Joe McDonald, 

"China Says North Korea Willing to Return to Nuclear Talks," The Associated Press, 6 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; Hong Kong AFP, 6 March 2005, in "PRC FM Li Zhaoxing Comments on DPRK Uranium Program 

Situation," OSC Document ID CPP20050306000092; Joseph Kahn, "China Doubts U.S. Data on North Korean 

Nuclear Work," New York Times, 7 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

7 March 2005  

An article in the Asahi Shimbun cites unnamed Japanese government officials who say that the United States 

handed over to the Japanese government significant test result evidence that allegedly proves North Korea 

exported uranium hexafluoride to Libya. The article also says that during his meeting with Japanese Chief Cabinet 
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Secretary Hosoda Hiroyuki and other officials that the U.S. National Security Council's Asia director Michael Green 

revealed that North Korea had exported the uranium to Libya through Pakistan's A.Q. Khan nuclear black market.  

τProof Libya Got North's Uranium," Asahi Shimbun, 7 March 2005, in "Japan: High-Level Sources Say U.S. Has 

'Solid Evidence' of Nuclear Black Market," OSC Document ID JPP20050307000048. 

8 March 2005  

White House Spokesman Scott McClellan reiterates the U.S. position that Washington will not have bilateral 

negotiations with North Korea outside of the Six-Party Talks framework.  

τU.S. Rejects Calls for Direct Talks with N. Korea," Chosun Ilbo website, 9 March 2005, in OSC Document ID 

KPP20050308000905. 

9 March 2005  

According to newly appointed South Korean ambassador to the United States, Hong Seok-hyon, U.S. President 

George W. Bush said in a meeting with Hong that Washington would like to see China take on a larger role in 

resolving the Korean Peninsula nuclear crisis because the PRC has "lots of leverage" with which to persuade North 

Korea. Hong says that Bush also indicated a willingness on the part of the United States to reach a "give and take" 

deal with North Korea.  

τU.S. Ready for Serious Negotiations with N. Korea: Envoy," Yonhap News Agency, 9 March 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis,web.lexis-nexis.com. 

9 March 2005  

Newly appointed U.S Assistant Secretary of State and lead U.S. envoy to the Six-Party Talks Christopher Hill says 

during a policy discussion at the National Strategy Institute in Seoul that North Korea will have to make a 

fundamental decision between giving up its nuclear weapons or facing international isolation. Hill states that the 

United States will not negotiate bilaterally with North Korea outside the Six-Party Talks framework, but should the 

DPRK return to the discussions that Washington will engage Pyongyang's concerns with "passion and creativity." 

Hill also says that the Six-Party Talks could serve as the basis for a multilateral relationship between the Northeast 

Asian countries once the nuclear issue has been resolved.  

τ "No Halfway House for North Korea: Hill," Chosun Ilbo website, 10 March 2005, in OSC Document ID 

KPP20050309000114; "Hill Negative on N.K. Demand Outside Nuke Talks," Korea Times, 10 March 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Lee Joo-hee, "Hill Says 6-Party Talks Should Grow into Multilateral Asia, U.S. Meetings," 

Korea Herald, 10 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

10 March 2005  

The European Union (EU) Parliament passes a resolution calling on the EU to be included as a seventh member in 

the Six-Party Talks.  

τKyodo World Service, 10 March 2005, in "EU Parliament Calls for EU's Entry to 6-Way Talks on N. Korea," in OSC 

Document ID JPP20050310000115, "EU Lawmakers Seek European Role in North Korea Talks," Paris AFP, 10 March 

2005, in "European Parliament Wants EU Participation in North Korean Proliferation Talks, OSC Document ID 

EUP20050310000175. 
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11 March 2005  

In response to the European Union's 10 March resolution to join the Six-Party Framework, an unnamed 

government source tells the Yonhap News Agency that both the South Korean and U.S. governments have 

reservations about EU participation in the talks.  

τS. Korea Reserved About Greater EU Role in N. Korean Nuke Issue," Yonhap News Agency, 11 March 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11 March 2005  

U.S. Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice says in an interview with Reuters news service that North Korea is 

"throwing up smoke screens" in reference to North Korea's decision to stall returning to the Six-Party Talks until 

Washington gives up its "hostile policy" towards Pyongyang. Rice says in an interview with the Washington Times 

that the United States has to be careful about "front-loading incentives" with North Korea since Pyongyang "took 

the carrots... and started breaking their obligations," under the 1994 Agreed Framework.  

τNicholas Kralev, "Rice Vows No Apology to North Korea," Washington Times, 12 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "Rice Says U.S. Not to Give Incentives to DPRK," Xinhua General News Service, 12 March 

2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

11 March 2005  

A spokesperson for the Russian Embassy in Seoul says that Russian Atomic Energy deputy head Sergei Antipov 10 

March statements about North Korea not possessing nuclear weapons is Antipov's personal opinion and does not 

reflect Russia's official position. However the spokesperson did not go so far as to say that Russia believes that the 

DPRK possesses nuclear weapons.  

τRussian Embassy Rebuffs Remark on North Korea's Nuclear Capability," Korea Times, 12 March 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com: Yonhap News Agency, 10 March 2005, in "North Korea Has No Nuclear Weapons: 

Russian Official," in OSC Document ID KPP20050310000121. 

15 March 2005  

A spokesperson for the DPRK Ministry of Foreign Affairs says that North Korea will bolster its nuclear arsenal in 

response to the "hostile" joint U.S.-ROK military exercises planned for the weekend.  

τ "DPRK FM Spokesman Denounces U.S.-S. Korea Joint War Exercises," Korean Central News Agency, 15 March 

2005, www.kcna.co.jp; "N. Korea Blasts S. Korea-U.S. Joint Military Exercise," Yonhap News Agency, 15 March 

2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "DPRK Blasts U.S.- S. Korean Plan for War Games," Xinhua General News 

Service, 15 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Soo-Jeong Lee, "North Korea Denounces U.S.-South 

Korean Military Exercises, Says It Will Bolster Nuclear Arsenal," Associated Press, 15 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Threatens to Build More A-Bombs to Deter War Drills," Agence France Presse, 15 

March 2005, in web.lexis-nexis.com. 

17 March 2005  

Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) Director, Vice Admiral Lowell Jacoby, tells a Senate Armed Services Committee 

hearing that the DIA has assessed that the DPRK is not likely to surrender all of his nuclear weapon capabilities.  
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τN. Korea Unlikely to Give Up All Nuclear Capabilities: Pentagon," Japan Economic Newswire, 17 March 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

18-21 March 2005  

U.S. Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice goes on a tour of Northeast Asia to coordinate efforts to resume the Six-

Party Talks with Japan, South Korea and China. While in Tokyo, Rice meets with Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro 

Koizumi and Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimura where the two top diplomats agree on the need for China to 

play a greater role in persuading North Korea to give up its nuclear weapons. While in Seoul Rice meets with ROK 

Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon and Unification Minister Chung Dong-young. Ban praises Rice's description of North 

Korea as a "sovereign state" and her assurance that the United States has no intention to attack the DPRK, saying 

that he believes those statements are "good in creating an atmosphere for resuming the Six-Party Talks." In a joint 

news conference with Ban, Rice reiterates the U.S. position that North Korea can talk directly with the United 

States within the framework of the multilateral negotiations. In Beijing, Rice meets with Chinese President Hu 

Jintao. Hu emphasizes China's firm commitment to solving the nuclear issue. Rice expresses to Hu the importance 

of China's role for making progress on the negotiations. At a press conference in Beijing at the end of her Asia tour, 

Rice says that the U.S. will use "other means" for pressing North Korea to disarm its nuclear weapons should the 

Six-Party Talks fail.  

τU.S. Wants N. Korea Back at Talks, China to Embrace Democracy," Japan Economic Newswire, 19 March 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Ann Gearan, "Rice Insists Coalition Unifies to Stop North Korean Nukes," The 

Associated Press, 19 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com "Rice Presses N. Korea to Return to Talks, 

China to Embrace Democracy," Agence France Presse, 19 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Wang 

Mian, "Roundup: Rice's S. Korean Trip Focuses on Nuclear Issue," Xinhua General News Service, 20 March 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis.com; "Direct Talks with DPRK in Six-Party Talks Possible: Rice," Xinhua General News Service, 

20 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com :"U.S. Has No Intention to Attack DPRK: Rice," Xinhua News 

Service, 20 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S., S. Korea Urge N. Korea to Return to 6-Party 

Talks," Japan Economic Newswire, 20 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; U.S. Secretary of State's 

Talks in China Dominated by N. Korea, Taiwan," Xinhua Financial Network News, 21 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. to Find 'Other Means' if N. Korea. Nuke Talks Fail: Rice," Japan Economic Newswire, 21 

March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Ann Gearan, "Rice Raises Stakes Over North Korean Arms Talks," 

The Associated Press, 21 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

20 March 2005  

An article in the Washington Post rebuts the 2 February news story that cited U.S. intelligence officials claiming 

that North Korea had sold uranium hexafluoride to Libya. The news article says that it was Pakistan not North 

Korea who directly sold the uranium to Libya. The article further alleges that U.S. officials misled South Korea, 

Japan and China about North Korea's role in the transaction in an effort to get those countries to step up their 

pressure on the DPRK.  

τDafna Linzer, "U.S. Misled Allies About Nuclear Export; North Korea Sent Material to Pakistan, Not to Libya," 

Washington Post, 20 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Sridhar Krishnaswami, "U.S. Hid Pakistan 

Role in Nuclear Deals," The Hindu, 21 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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23 March 2005  

Despite increasing domestic political pressure to impose sanctions on North Korea due to the DPRK's lack of 

cooperation on the abductee issue, Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi says he will hold off on imposing 

sanctions on Pyongyang because he believes North Korea will come back to the Six-Party Talks.  

τKyodo World Service, 23 March 2005, in "Further on Koizumi's Comments on DPRK, Other Issues," OSC 

Document ID JPP20050323000086; Shingo Ito, "Japan's Koizumi Says No Sanctions Now on DPRK, Sees Six-Party 

Talks Resuming," Hong Kong AFP, 23 March 2005, in OSC Document ID JPP20050323000083. 

22-27 March 2005  

North Korean Premier Pak Pong-ju travels to China for six days where he meets with top Chinese officials including 

President Hu Jintao, Prime Minister Wen Jiabao and Jia Qinglin, Politburo member and chairman of the People's 

Political Consultative Conference. On the first day of his visit Pak tells Wen that the DPRK has never opposed nor 

abandoned the Six-Party Talks and that North Korea will return when the conditions are right. Wen encourages 

North Korea to rejoin the talks, calling it "the realistic choice" for resolving the current standoff.  

τNorth Korean Premier in Beijing Amid Renewed Nuclear Threats," Agence France Presse, 22 March 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "N.K. Premier Delivers Kim Jong-Il's Letter to China's President," Yonhap News 

Agency, 23 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Hu Commits to China's Role for Resuming Six-Party 

Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 23 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea Tells China It Has 

Not Given Up on Nuclear Talks," Xinhua Financial Network News, 23 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com; "Chinese President Hu Meets N. Korean Premier Pak," Japan Economic Newswire, 23 March 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Joe McDonald, "Chinese Leader Steps Up Pressure on North Korea to Resume 

Nuclear Talks, Calling Them 'Only Correct Choice',", The Associated Press, 23 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com; Joe McDonald, "China President Said to Offer Help Restarting Nuclear Talks with North Korea," The 

Associated Press, 23 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, www.lexis-nexis.com; "Chinese President Urges N. Korea to Play 

Constructive Role in the Crisis Talks," Agence France Presse, 23 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

31 March 2005  

An unnamed spokesman for the North Korean Foreign Ministry tells the Korean Central News Agency says that the 

DPRK believes the Six-Party Talks should be converted to a forum for arms reduction.  

τDPRK Foreign Ministry Spokesman on Denuclearization of Korea," Korean Central News Agency, 31 March 2005, 

in Lexis-Nexis, www.kcna.co.jp; "Pyongyang Calls for Arms Reduction Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 31 March 2005, 

in " DPRK Urges 6-Way Talks Transformed to 'Arms Reduction Talks'," OSC Document ID KPP20050331000160; 

"Removal of U.S. Nuclear Threat Needed to Denuclearize Korean Peninsula: DPRK," Xinhua General News Service, 

31 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Wants 6-Way Talks to Evolve into Disarmament 

Talks," Japan Economic Newswire, 31 March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Bo-Mi Lim, "North Korea 

Demands Nuclear Talks on Equal Basis, Calls on U.S. to Dismantle Threats in Region," The Associated Press, 31 

March 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

1 April 2005  

Top U.S. envoy to the Six-Party Talks Christopher Hill calls North Korea's recent statement about making the 

multilateral negotiations into arms reduction talks "not serious."  
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τYonhap News Agency, 1 April 2005, in "Top U.S. Envoy Dismisses Pyongyang's Disarmament Proposal," OSC 

Document ID KPP20050401000186; Burt Herman, "U.S. Envoy Dismisses North's Latest Demand; Delayed North 

Korean Parliament Session to Meet," Associated Press, 1 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 April 2005  

An editorial in the North Korean government's official paper, the Minju Joson restates the DPRK's opposition to 

Japanese participation in the Six-Party Talks.  

τN. Korea Reiterates Opposition to Japan's Participation in Talks," Japan Economic Newswire, 2 April 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2-5 April 2005  

According to anonymous sources North Korean Vice Minister Kang Sok-ju arrives in Beijing with four other DPRK 

officials on a secretive visit to discuss resuming the Six-Party Talks with Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing, vice 

foreign ministers Ning Fukui and Dai Bingguo, and senior Communist Party official Wang Jiarui. During the visit 

Kang reportedly asked for a face-saving gesture from the other five parties in order to return to the negotiations.  

τYonhap News Agency, 4 April 2005, in "DPRK First FM Kang Allegedly in PRC for 6-Party Talks Since 2 Apr," OSC 

Document ID KPP20050404000015; "N. Korean Vice Foreign Minister Returns Home After Visit to China," Yonhap 

News Agency 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Top DPRK Diplomat Visits China," 5 April 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Asks for 'Face-Saving Exit' for Nuke Talks," Korea Times, 5 April 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Hong Kong AFP, 5 April 2005, in "PRC FM Spokesman Says DPRK Vice FM Held 

Talks with PRC Vice FM Dai Bingguo," OSC Document ID CPP20050405000114; "N.K. Says It Can Return to Nuke 

Talks If Its Position is Honored," Yonhap News Agency, 6 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Choe Sang-

hun, "North Korean Official in China," International Herald Tribune, 5 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com; "North Korea Said to Reject China's Bid on Nuclear Talks," New York Times, 8 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; Joel Brinkley, "China Fails to Lure N. Korea Back to Talks; More Aggressive New Tactics 

Considered," New York Times, 9 April 2005, New York Times, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

4 April 2005  

An editorial in the Rodong Sinmun, the official publication of the Korean Workers Party, says that "the state of 

confrontation between the [DPRK] and the United States is becoming extremely volatile," and that North Korea 

also has "the right to choose a preemptive attack option."  

τRi Ch'o'l-chun, "Manifestation of the Adventurous Bid to Provoke a Nuclear War of Northward Aggression," 

Rodong Sinmun (via Uriminjokkkiri website), 4 April 2005, in "DPRK Asserts Equal Right to Choose 'Preemptive 

Attack Option," OSC Document ID KPP20050404000055. 

5 April 2005  

At the start of a seven day visit within the United States, South Korean Vice Minister for Unification Yi Pong-cho 

says that U.S. is at fault for creating Pyongyang's anxiety that Washington is planning to overthrow the North 

Korean regime. Yi also says that American distrust of North Korea is not supported with specific evidence.  

τU.S Fuels N.K. Suspicion of Regime Change: Seoul Official," Yonhap News Agency, 6 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "Vice Minister Criticizes Washington's N.K. Policy," Korea Times, 7 April 2005. 
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6 April 2005  

Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian affairs and top U.S. envoy to the Six-Party Talks, Christopher Hill, says 

that the United States has evidence that uranium that ended up in Libya originated in North Korea. Hill explains 

that the uranium made its way to Libya through the A.Q. Khan nuclear black market.  

τU.S. Has Evidence of N. Korea-Origin Nuke Spilled into Libya: Hill," Yonhap News Agency, 6 April 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Choi Soung-ah "U.S. Has Evidence of N.K. Nuke Exports to Libya," Korea Herald, 7 April 

2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Choe Sang-hun, "Envoy Cites 'Evidence' of a Nuclear Network," 

International Herald Tribune, 7 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com Burt Herman, "A.P. Interview: U.S. 

Interview: U.S. Envoy Insists Evidence Proves North Korean Nuclear Materials Went to Libya," Associated Press, 7 

April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

9 April 2005  

Selig Harrison, Director of the Asia Program at the Center for International Policy, tells a group of reporters in 

Beijing that during a recent visit to Pyongyang North Korean Vice Foreign Minister Kim Kye-gwan told him that the 

DPRK cannot guarantee it will not transfer fissile material to terrorists if "the United States drives us into a corner."  

τN. Korea Warns of Nuke Proliferation Possibility: U.S. Scholar," Japan Economic Newswire, 9 April 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

14 April 2005  

An editorial in the Rodong Sinmun, the official newspaper of the Korean Workers Party, says that comments made 

a few days earlier by the commander of the U.S. forces in South Korea, General Leon LaPorte, about expanding the 

role of the U.N. command reveal the U.S. intention to lead an international invasion of the DPRK. Pyongyang warns 

that it will use its nuclear weapons in such a contingency.  

τ"U.S. Scheme to Inveigle Multinational Troops into Korean War Blasted," Korean Central News Agency website, 

14 April 2005, www.kcna.co.jp; "N. Korea Claims Hostile U.S. Intention, Warns of Nuclear Use," Yonhap News 

Agency, 14 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

15 April 2005  

Selig Harrison of the Center for International Policy says in an interview with the Yonhap News Agency that top-

level North Korean officials, such as Chairman of the Presidium Kim Yong-nam and First Vice Foreign Minister Kang 

Seok-ju, told him during his visit to Pyongyang between April 5-9, 2005, that the DPRK will begin to remove an 

additional 8000 spent fuel rods from a nuclear reactor this month, potentially giving North Korea enough fissile 

material to double its nuclear arsenal.  

τN.K. Plans to Unload Fuel Rods from Reactor This Month," Yonhap News Agency, 16 April 2005, in "DPRK 

Reportedly to Remove Spent Fuel Rods From Nuclear Reactor, Able to 'Double' Nuclear Arsenal," OSC Document ID 

KPP20050416000001; "N. Korea Moves to Bolster Nuclear Arsenal," Korea Times, 18 April 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis,web.lexis-nexis.com. 

17 April 2005  

A commentary on the DPRK's Korean Central News Agency website responds to a recent Washington Post article 

which alleged that U.S. government officials deliberately misled its Asian allies about North Korea selling uranium 
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to Libya. The commentary says that such a "sheer lie" reveals U.S. intention to overthrow the DPRK government.  

τ "U.S. Fabrication of Sheer Lie Related to DPRK's Nuclear Program Uncovered," Korean Central News Agency, 17 

April 2005, www.kcna.co.jp; "DPRK Condemns U.S. Fabrication on Exporting Nuclear Substances," Xinhua General 

News Service, 17 April 2005, in "Nodong Sinmun Comments on 'U.S. Fabrication' on Exporting Nuclear Substances," 

OSC Document ID CPP20050417000070. 

18 April 2005  

The South Korean government officially announces that North Korea has stopped operations at one of its nuclear 

power reactors, which raises suspicions that the DPRK will begin reprocessing the spent fuel. Further, the Japanese 

newspaper Asahi Shimbun cites unnamed sources who claim that U.S. satellite images of the North Korean nuclear 

reactor at Yongbyon and other intelligence have lead U.S. officials to believe the facility has been shut down.  

τGov't Working on Measures on N.K. Plans to Reprocess Spent Nuclear Fuel," Yonhap News Agency, 18 April 

2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "More Reprocessing Feared as N. Korea Shuts Nuclear Plant," Xinhua 

Financial Network News," 18 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Seoul Believes North Korea 

Suspended Reactor 'Temporarily'," Yonhap News Agency, 18 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. 

Korea Shuts Down Reactor to Make Nuke Bombs: Report," Japan Economic Newswire, 19 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "Seoul Confirms Suspension of N. Korean Reactor," Korea Times, 19 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; Soo-Jeong Lee, "South Korea Says North Shuts Down a Nuclear Reactor, Raising Plutonium 

Concerns," Associated Press, 18 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Anna Field, "Reactor Shutdown 

Fuels Bomb Fears North Korean Nuclear Programme," Financial Times, 19 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com; Nobuyoshi Sakajiri, "N. Korea Shuts Down Nuke Reactor," Asahi Shimbun, 18 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Could Boost Nuclear Capability: U.S. Expert," Chosun Ilbo website, 18 April 2005, in 

OSC Document ID KPP20050417000074. 

18 April 2005  

In light of speculation that North Korea may begin reprocessing spent fuel, Whitehouse spokesperson Scott 

McClellan says at a press briefing that the United States would talk with its regional allies and that referring North 

Korea to the U.N. Security Council is "certainly one possibility."  

τ "North Korea," Press Briefing with Scott McClellan, 18 April 2005, www.whitehouse.gov; "U.S. May Take N. 

Korea to Security Council for Possible Sanctions," Japan Economic Newswire, 18 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. Warns of Taking N. Korea to U.N. Security Council," Yonhap News Agency, 19 April 2005, 

in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. May Take N. Korea to U.N. Security Council for Sanctions," Xinhua 

Financial Network News, 18 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 April 2005  

South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon responds to recent remarks from the Whitehouse about referring 

North Korea to the U.N. Security Council by saying that he felt that the comments were intended "to remind that 

there is such a procedure" not to imply "there is such a possibility."  

τSeoul Voices Opposition to Referring N.K. to Security Council," Yonhap News Agency, 20 April 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Choe Sang-hun, "Seoul Frowns on Inviting Security Council (sic) to Talks; Move Would 
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Alienate North, Minister Says," International Herald Tribune, 21 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; 

"Seoul Opposes Sanction on N. Korea," Korea Times, 21 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

21 April 2005  

Responding to a growing perception that the U.S. is moving towards more coercive options to resolve the North 

Korean nuclear crisis, Whitehouse spokesperson Scott McClellan reaffirms the U.S. "focus on getting North Korea 

back to the talks."  

τU.S. Views of Possibly Referring North Korea to the U.N. Security Council," Daily Press Briefing, 20 April 2005, 

www.state.gov.  

21 April 2005  

Pyongyang's AP Television News quotes a DPRK Foreign Ministry spokesman as saying that if Washington refers 

North Korea to the U.N. Security Council and sanctions were imposed, the DPRK would regard this as a 

"declaration of war."  

τN. Korea Says U.N. Sanctions Would Amount to a Declaration of War," Yonhap News Agency, 21 April 2005, in 

"DPRK to Regard Sanctions 'Declaration of War' if U.S. Refers Nuclear Issue to UNSC," OSC Document ID 

KPP20050421000167. 

23 April 2005  

At the Asia-Africa summit held in Jakarta, Indonesia, South Korean Prime Minister Lee Kang-jin meets with 

chairman of North Korea's Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly Kim Yong-nam. During the meeting Kim is 

quoted as saying that North Korea will return to the multilateral negotiations over its nuclear weapons program "if 

the environment of the six-nation talks is fully mature."  

τLeaders of Two Koreas Agree on Resuming Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 23 April 2005, in "ROK Officials' Talks; 

ROK PM Calls Meeting 'Very Very Good'," OSC Document ID KPP20050423000062; "North, South Korean Leaders 

Discuss Nuclear Crisis in Rare Meeting," Agence France Presse, 23 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com;."North and South Korea Hold Breakthrough Talks on Pyongyang's Nuclear (sic)," Xinhua Financial 

Network News, 25 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; 

26-29 April 2005  

Amid speculation that North Korea may soon perform a nuclear test, the United States senior negotiator to the Six-

Party Talks Christopher Hill meets with South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun and top nuclear envoy Song Min-

soon, in order to discuss resuming the negotiations. After his visit to Seoul, Hill travels to Beijing and then to Tokyo. 

In China Hill meets with Chinese Vice foreign ministers Dai Bingguo, Yang Jiechi and Wu Daiwei and reiterates the 

U.S. commitment to the Six-Party Talks. In Japan Hill meets with Vice Foreign Minister Shotaro Yachi and both 

officials agreed on the need to get North Korea back to the talks and invigorate the process. Hill also meets with 

Tokyo's top envoy to the Six-Party Talks, Kenichiro Sasae and Chief Cabinet Secretary Hiroyuki Hosoda. After 

traveling to Japan and China, Hill returns to South Korea where he meets with Unification Minister Chung Dong-

young and later at a news conference warns that North Korea may be preparing for a nuclear test.  

τRoh Meets Hill Over Ways to Resolve Stalled Six-Party Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 26 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "Chief U.S. Negotiator Leaves For Beijing," Yonhap News Agency, 26 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 
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web.lexis-nexis.com; "Hill Meets Beijing Officials on North Korea Nuclear Dispute," Yonhap News Agency, 26 April 

2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com "Roh, Hill Discuss Stalled Six-Party Talks," Xinhua General News Service, 

26 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. Official Arrives in China to Discuss N. Korea," Kyodo World 

Service, 2005 April 26, in "OSC Document ID JPP20050426000079; "U.S. Envoy on N. Korea Holds Talks in Beijing," 

Xinhua Financial Network News, 26 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S Envoy Leaves Beijing 

Concerned Over Possible North Korean Nuclear Test," Xinhua Financial Network News, 27 April 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "6-Party Nuclear Process Facing Difficulty: Japan, U.S.," Jiji Press Ticker Service, 28 April 

2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan, U.S. May Refer 6-Way Talks Issue to Security Council," Japan 

Economic Newswire, 28 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Choe Sang-hun, "Allies Doubt Future of 

North Korea Talks," International Herald Tribune, 28 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Bo-Lim, "Top 

Washington Envoy on Nuclear Talks Warns Pyongyang Against Conducting Nuclear Test," Associated Press, 29 April 

2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; James Brooke, "U.S. Weapons Envoy Pessimistic About Talks with North 

Korea," New York Times, 30 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

29-30 April 2005  

At a press conference U.S. President George W. Bush labels North Korean leader Kim Jong-il "a dangerous person." 

Bush goes on to say that while the Six-Party Talks is the ideal venue for resolving the nuclear crisis he would not 

rule out pursuing U.N. sanctions or other options. In response, the North Korean Foreign Ministry issues a 

statement which labels Bush a "hooligan bereft of personality" and declares that "the DPRK does not expect any 

solution to the nuclear issue...during his term."  

τBush Calls N. Korean Leader 'Tyrant'," Yonhap News Agency, 29 April 2005 in "More on U.S. Leader Calls DPRK 

Leader 'Tyrant'; Asst. Sec. Hill Holds News Conference," OSC Document ID KPP20050429000118; Lee Joo-hee, " 

Bush Stresses Diplomacy, Allied Consensus on N.K.: U.S., South Korea Discuss Nuclear Stalemate," Korea Herald, 30 

April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Bush Lambastes Kim Jong-il as 'Dangerous'," JoongAng Ilbo 

website, 30 April 2005, in OSC Document ID KPP20050429000167; Yonhap News Agency "Bush Calls for Diplomacy 

on North Korea," in OSC Document ID KPP20050429000072; "FM Spokesman Slams Bush's Vituperation Against 

DPRK's Supreme Headquarters," Korean Central News Agency, 30 April 2005, www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korea Says It 

Expects No Solution to Nuclear Standoff While 'Hooligan' Bush in Office," Associated Press, 30 April 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "'Bush a Hooligan Bereft of Personality': N.K. Foreign Ministry," Yonhap News Agency, 

30 April 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

4 May 2005  

South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon says at a weekly press briefing that the situation surrounding the 

currently stalled Six-Party Talks has "reached a level that is worthy of considerable concern" and that North Korea 

needs to resume the negotiations "without sticking to unreasonable arguments."  

τBan Says Likelihood of Resumed Six-Party Talks 'Not Bright'," Yonhap News Agency, 4 May 2005, in ROK FM 

Expresses Concern Over 6-Way Talks, Urges DPRK Against 'Unreasonable Arguments'," OSC Document ID 

KPP20050504000069; "S. Korea Minister Says Prospect of 6-Nation Talks 'Not Bright'," Japan Economic Newswire, 

4 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "South Korean Foreign Minister Says Chances of Resuming Nuke 
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Talks Not Good," Associated Press, 4 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "South Korea Voices Concern 

Over North Korean Nuclear Standoff," Agence France Presse, 4 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com 

4 May 2005  

Kyodo World Service reports that unnamed sources say that U.S. envoy to the Six-Party Talks Christopher Hill was 

told during his April trip to China, Japan and South Korea that North Korea would return to the talks if the United 

States referred to North Korea as a sovereign state and treat the DPRK as an equal negotiating partner.  

τKyodo World Service, 4 May 2005, in "North Korea May Be Softening Stance on Resumption of Six-Party Talks," 

OSC Document ID JPP20050504000059. 

4 May 2005  

At a speech at the 2005 Nonproliferation Treaty Review Conference South Korean deputy foreign minister for 

policy planning Chun Young-woo states that North Korea must make a "strategic decision to dismantle once and 

for all its entire nuclear weapons program" in order for there to be a "breakthrough in the Six-Party Talks."  

τS. Korea Urges North to Return to NPT and Give Up Nuclear Programs," Yonhap News Agency, 4 May 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

6 May 2005  

After meeting with Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing during a ministerial session of the Asia-Europe Meeting 

(ASEM) South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon says of resuming the Six-Party Talks that "it's important that 

China continues to exert efforts. China is aware of its role." The two foreign ministers said that they would work to 

quickly resume the currently stalled Six-Party Talks.  

τNuke Crisis Dominates Talks Between S. Korea and China," Yonhap News Agency, 6 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "China Defends Diplomacy on .N.Korea; S. Korea Says Beijing Can Do More," Xinhua Financial 

Network News, 6 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "China, S. Korea Agree to Work on Resuming 6-

Way Talks," Japan Economic Newswire, 6 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "China Urged to Take 

Tougher Line on N. Korea Nuclear Talks," Financial Times, 7 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

8 May 2005  

International Atomic Energy Agency head Mohamed ElBaradei says that he estimates North Korea has developed 

as many as six nuclear weapons.  

τU.N. Nuclear Chief Says North Korea Has Close to Six Nukes," AFP (North American Service), 8 May 2005, in "IAEA 

Head: DPRK May Have 'Close to' Six Nuclear Bombs," OSC Document ID LAP20050508000019; "N. Korea Has Close 

to Six Nuclear Weapons: IAEA Chief," Yonhap News Agency, 9 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

9 May 2005  

During a trip to Moscow U.S. Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice repeats her earlier statement that the United 

States recognizes North Korea as a sovereign state.  

τYonhap News Agency 10 May 2005, in "Rice Again Calls North Korea 'Sovereign' Country," OSC Document ID 

KPP20050510000036; "Rice Says U.S. Sees N. Korea as 'Sovereign State', Assures No Attack," Japan Economic 

Newswire, 9 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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10 May 2005  

Osaka University Professor of Economics and Law Yasuhiko Yoshida tells ROK newspaper JoongAng Ilbo that during 

a recent trip to North Korea that he was told by the DPRK deputy head of the Institute for Disarmament and Peace 

Pak Hyo'n-chae that a "plutonium-based nuclear test is unavoidable."  

τYae Yo'ng-chun and Brian Lee, "Pyongyang Aide Reportedly Calls Test Inevitable," 10 May 2005, in "DPRK Official 

Reportedly Says 'Plutonium-Based Nuclear Test is Unavoidable,'" JoongAng Ilbo website, OSC Document ID 

KPP20050509000186; "N. Korea Hinted It May Conduct Nuclear Test Soon, Says Japanese Scholar- Report," Xinhua 

Financial Network News, 10 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Anthony Faiola and Sachiko Sakamaki, 

"N. Korea Suggests It Will Hold Atomic Test; Country Also Hints at Return To 6-Party Talks," Washington Post, 10 

May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; 

10 May 2005  

The DPRK's Rodong Sinmun, the official publication of the Korean Worker's Party, issues a statement calling U.S. 

reports of a possible North Korean nuclear test "one-sided."  

τ "N. Korea Media Blast U.S. Comments Warning of Nuke Test," Japan Economic Newswire, 10 May 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; In-Young Bang, "North Korea Says U.S. Making 'Fuss' By Notifying Allies of Possible 

Nuclear Test," Associated Press, 10 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korean Official Hints At 

Imminence of Underground Nuclear Test: Report," Agence France Presse, 10 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com 

10 May 2005  

U.S. envoy to the Six-Party Talks Christopher Hill says in an interview that the United States does note "question 

North Korea's status as a sovereign state" and has "no intention of attacking North Korea."  

τU.S. Has 'Good Intentions' Toward N. Korea: Hill," Yonhap News Agency, 10 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com; 

11 May 2005  

A spokesman for the North Korean Ministry of Foreign affairs announces that the DPRK has finished removing 8000 

fuel rods from its 5 megawatt nuclear reactor in Yongbyon. South Korean Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lee Kyu-

hyung responds by saying that the DPRK announcement aggravates the current Korean Peninsula crisis. 

Whitehouse spokesperson Scott McClellan calls the DPRK claim "provocative statements" which "only further 

isolates North Korea." Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi calls North Korea's remarks "gamesmanship" and 

says the most important thing is to convince North Korea it is in its own best interest to dismantle its nuclear 

weapons program.  

τDPRK FM Spokesman: DPRK Unloaded 8000 Spent Fuel Rods; DPRK to DPRK 'Bolster' 'Nuclear Arsenal'," Korean 

Central News Agency website, 11 May 2005, www.kcna.co.jp; Kyodo World Service, 11 May 2005 in "More on 

Kyodo Cites KCNA in Beijing: DPRK Completes Removing Spent Fuel Rods," OSC Document ID JPP20050511000074; 

Korean Central Broadcasting Station, 11 May 2005 in "DPRK Radio Carries FM Spokesman Remarks on 'Unloading' 

8000 Spent Fuel Rods," OSC Document ID KPP20050511000137; "N.K. Completes Retrieval of Fuel Rods from 

Yongbyon Plant," 11 May 2005, in "ROK FM Spokesman: DPRK Notice on 'Unloading' of Fuel Rods 'Aggravates' 
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'Situation'," OSC Document ID KPP20050511000142; "Koizumi Downplays N. Korea's Claim It Removed Nuke Fuel 

Rods," Japan Economic Newswire, 11 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11 May 2005  

In an interview, U.S. Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice refers to North Korea as a "terrible regime" and says the 

U.S. administration is going to "shine a light" on the starvation of its people and the prison labor camps in the 

DPRK.  

τRice Calls N. Korea 'Terrible Regime,' Repeats U.S. Has Deterrent," Japan Economic Newswire, 11 May 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; 

12 May 2005  

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Kong Quan responds to U.S. calls to exert greater pressure on North Korea 

to get Pyongyang to return to the Six-Party Talks by saying that Beijing "in principle...is not in favor of exerting 

pressure" or "resorting to sanctions to resolve international conflicts."  

τChina Rebuffs U.S. Call for Pressure on N. Korea, Calls for Positive Signals," Xinhua Financial Network News, 12 

May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; 

12 May 2005  

South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon says in a telephone interview with ROK cable news channel YTN that 

"the government has grave concerns about the worsening situation," with respect to North Korea's recent 

announcement that it has removed 8000 fuel rods from its Yongbyon nuclear reactor.  

τSeoul Says N. Korea's Move Is a Negotiating Tactic," Yonhap News Agency, 12 May 2005, in OSC Document ID 

KPP20050512000077. 

13 May 2005  

A U.S. government official (believed to be U.S. special envoy to the Six-Party Talks Joseph DeTrani) meets with a 

DPRK government official at North Korea's permanent mission to the United Nations in New York. According to 

White House National Security Council spokesperson Frederick Jones the purpose of the meeting was to tell 

Pyongyang "that it is time for [the North Koreans] to return to the Six-Party Talks."  

τU.S., N. Korea Hold Talks in New York, 1st in 5 Months," Japan Economic Newswire, 19 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; Joseph Coleman, "U.S. Officials Met with North Korea Officials in New York Last Week," 

Associated Press, 19 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea Confirms May 13 Contact with 

U.S., Japan Economic Newswire, 22 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

16 May 2005  

During talks between the ROK and the DPRK, chief South Korean delegate Yi Pong-cho says that Seoul told 

Pyongyang that South Korea will "make important proposals for practical gains in talks aimed at resolving the 

nuclear issue," if North Korea returns to the Six-Party Talks.  

τTwo Koreas Resume High-level Talks Amid Nuclear Row," Yonhap News Agency, 16 May 2005, in "ROK Officials 

Explain to U.S. Envoy Details of ROK's 'Important' Proposal to DPRK," OSC Document ID KPP20050516000182; "S. 

Korea Urges N. Korea to Resume 6-Nation Talks," Japan Economic Newswire, 16 Mat 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 
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web.lexis-nexis.com; Paul Alexander, "Two Koreas Resume Talks After 10-Month Hiatus with Nuclear Dispute in 

Spotlight," Associated Press, 16 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Soo-Jeong Lee, "South Korea 

Promises 'Substantial Proposal' If North Returns to Nuclear Disarmament Talks," Associated Press, 16 May 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. Not Consulted Yet on S. Korea's New Plan to Break Nuclear Deadlock, 

Agence France Presse, 16 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Choe Sang-hun, South Korea Offers 

Incentive to North," International Herald Tribune, 17 May 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

18 May 2005  

An editorial on North Korea's Uriminjokkkiri website states that because the DPRK has withdrawn from the Nuclear 

Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) "it is nobody's concern but ours to decide on what to do with the spent fuel rods 

extracted from the experimental nuclear reactor."  

τCh'oe Ch'ang-il, "Dog's Tail Cannot Turn into a Weasel's Tail Even in Three Years," Uriminjokkkiri website, 18 May 

2005, in OSC Document ID KPP20050518000047. 

21 May 2005  

According to Radio Free Asia, U.S. Republican congressman Curt Weldon says that North Korea "will come to the 

nuclear talks if the U.S. lowers its level of denunciation" against Kim Jong-il and "conveys a message ... that 

Washington will recognize the North's system and is willing to hold talks with the North." Weldon led a 

congressional delegation that visited North Korea in January 2005.  

τLawmaker Urges N.K., U.S. to Stop Accusations Against Each Other," Yonhap News Agency, 21 May 2005, in "U.S. 

Lawmaker Says DPRK Will Return to 6-Way Talks if U.S. 'Lowers' 'Denunciations'," OSC Document ID 

KPP20050521000045 

23 May 2005  

South Korean Grand National Party (GNP) spokesperson Chun Yu-ok says that Wang Jiarui from the Chinese 

Communist Party Central Committee told GNP chairperson Pak Ku'n-hye the content of his January meetings with 

North Korean officials in Pyongyang over the DPRK's nuclear weapons program. Wang told Pak that he attempted 

to persuade the North Koreans to return to the Six-Party Talks and told Pyongyang there would be rewards if it 

dismantled its nuclear weapons.  

τ"Chinese Official Warns N.K. Not to Pursue Nuclear Ambitions," Yonhap News Agency, 23 May 2005, in "PRC 

Official Said to Warn DPRK Not to Pursue Nuclear Ambitions," OSC Document ID KPP20050523000184;  

24 May 2005  

An editorial in Minju Joson, North Korea's cabinet newspaper, argues that the DPRK's "possession of nuclear 

weapons is the best option to safeguard our dignity from the escalating U.S. nuclear maneuver to crush the 

Republic (North Korea) and realize a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula."  

τYonhap News Agency, 24 May 2005, in "N.K. Says Its Nuclear Power Guarantees Peace In Asia," OSC Document 

ID KPP20050524000025. 

24 May 2005  

According to South Korea's Yonhap News Agency, a high level ROK Foreign Ministry official was told that China will 
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veto taking North Korea to the United Nations Security Council if the Six-Party Talks are unsuccessful. Meanwhile 

Japan's Kyodo World Service reported that Chinese officials warned Pyongyang of "grave consequences" if the 

DPRK performs a nuclear test.  

τChina Will Not Tolerate N.K. Possessing Nuclear Weapons: Official," Yonhap News Agency, 24 May 2005, in "ROK 

FM Official Claims PRC 'Will Not Oppose' Referring DPRK to UNSC if Talks Fail," OSC Document ID 

KPP20050524000123; Kyodo World Service, 24 May 2005, in "China Strongly Warns DPRK Against Nuke Test; Date 

of Warning Not Specified," OSC Document ID JPP20050525000012. 

25 May 2005  

South Korean Grand National Party Representative Pak Chin says that China has told the United States that South 

Korea's appeasement policy is undermining attempts to bring North Korea back to the Six-Party Talks.  

τYonhap News Agency, 25 May 2005 in "China Tells U.S. Seoul's N.K. Policy Is Delaying Talks: Lawmaker," OSC 

Document ID KPP20050525000081. 

26 May 2005  

During testimony to a House International Committee top U.S. envoy to the Six-Party Talks, Christopher Hill, says in 

reference to China's role in bringing North Korea back to the Six-Party Talks that Beijing "should be able to 

convince their very close friend to come to the table. And they haven't done it."  

τYonhap News Agency, 27 May 2005 in "U.S. Urges China's Efforts to Persuade N. Korea Back to Talks," OSC 

Document ID KPP20050527000079. 

30 May 2005  

In an interview on U.S. television, U.S. Vice-President Richard Cheney calls on China to exert greater leverage in 

bringing North Korea back to the negotiating table, saying that "the Chinese need to understand that it's 

incumbent upon them to be major players here."  

τYonhap News Agency, 27 May 2005 in "U.S. Urges China's Efforts to Persuade N. Korea Back to Talks," OSC 

Document ID KPP20050527000079. 

30 May 2005  

Sources tell Japan's Jiji Press that during his visit to Beijing in April 2005, North Korean First Vice Foreign Minister 

Kang Sok-ju told Chinese officials that the DPRK had made a major decision with regards to its nuclear program.  

τNorth Korean Vice Minister Kang Sok Ju Conveys 'Major Decision' on Nuclear Issue to China," Jijiweb website, 30 

May 2005, in "DPRK's Kang Sok Ju Informs PRC Leaders of 'Major Decision' on Nuclear Issue," OSC Document ID 

JPP20050531000011. 

1 June 2005  

Kenichiro Sasae and Christopher Hill, top envoys to the Six- Party Talks for Japan and the United States, meet and 

agree to deal with North Korea flexibly if the DPRK returns to the multilateral negotiations.  

τJiji Press, 2 June 2005, in "Japan, U.S. to Deal 'Flexibly' With DPRK at Six-Way Talks: Senior Official," OSC 

Document ID JPP20050602000003. 
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2 June 2005  

Amidst much speculation that North Korea may perform a nuclear test, sources reveal to the Japan Economic 

Newswire that China has warned the DPRK it will consider stopping food aid if it goes through with the test.  

τ "China Eyes Stopping Food Aid if N. Korea Test Nuke," Japan Economic Newswire, 2 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 June 2005  

A spokesman for the North Korean Foreign Ministry responds to U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney's labeling of DPRK 

Leader Kim Jong-il "an irresponsible leader" in a television interview by saying that Cheney's remarks are "little 

short of telling (North Korea) not to come out for the talks." White House spokesperson Scott McClellan stands by 

Cheney's initial comments, stating "We are going to call it the way it is."  

τU.S. VP's Vituperation Against DPRK's Supreme Headquarters Rebuked," Korean Central News Agency, 2 June 

2005, www.kcna.co.jp; Burt Herman, "North Korea Says Cheney Remarks Compel It to Stay Away from Nuclear 

Talks," 2 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Cheney A Blood-thirsty Beast, Says North Korea," 2 June 

2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "White House Defends Cheney After 'Bloodthirsty Beast' Attack by N. 

Korea," Agence France Presse, 2 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "War of Words Between 

Washington and Pyongyang Escalates," Agence France Presse, 2 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; 

James Brooke, "North Korea Denounces the U.S. and Calls Cheney 'Bloodthirsty'," New York Times, 3 June 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 June 2005  

A spokesman for the North Korean Foreign Ministry tells the Korean Central News Agency that the DPRK takes 

note that U.S. President George W. Bush's referred to Kim Jong-il as "Mr. Kim"τa more respectful term than used 

previouslyτand will "closely follow" to see if this is an indicator of the United States softening its stance towards 

Pyongyang. According to reports, President Bush made the remarks during a news conference at the White House 

on 31 May.  

τSpokesman for DPRK Foreign Ministry on Bush's Remarks," Korean Central News Agency, 3 June 2005, 

www.kcna.co.jp; "N. Korea Elated by Bush's Use of 'Mr.' for Kim Jong-Il," Yonhap News Agency, 3 June 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Strikes Rare Positive Note on Bush's Comments," Japan Economic 

Newswire, 3 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea Notes U.S. President's Use of Honorific 

for Leader Kim Jong-Il," BBC Monitoring, 3 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com.  

4 June 2005  

Top DPRK Envoy to the U.N. Pak Gil-yon says at a closed-door seminar at the University of Toronto that Pyongyang 

"can never give up [its] nuclear weapons program unless the U.S. does."  

τ "N.K. Leader's Visit to Seoul Needs Proper Timing, Modality: Envoy," Yonhap News Agency, 4 June 2005, in 

"DPRK Envoy to U.N.: We Can Never Give Up Our Nuclear Weapons Program Unless U.S. Does," OSC Document ID 

KPP20050604000051.  

5 June 2005  

According to the Japanese newspaper Nihon Keizai Shimbun diplomatic sources stated that China has warned 
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North Korea that a DPRK nuclear test would cross a "red line in diplomacy."  

τChina Strongly Warns N. K. Not to Hold Nuclear Test: Tokyo Paper," Yonhap News Agency, 5 June 2005, in Lexis-

Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

5 June 2005  

According to Japan's Asahi Shimbun, U.S. intelligences sources disclosed that North Korea purchased 150 tons of 

high-strength aluminum from Russian dealer, which is enough to make 2,600 uranium enrichment centrifuges. The 

sources further revealed that U.S. intelligence officials were aware of the acquisition by North Korea as early as 

June 2002.  

τ Nobuyoshi Sakajiri, Yoshihiro Makino, "North Korea Procures High-Strength Aluminum; Sparked by 2002 Nuclear 

Crisis, Vital Information to the U.S.," Asahi Shimbun, 5 June 2005, in "Japan Daily Says DPRK Imported Aluminum 

for Nuclear Program, Cites U.S. Sources," OSC Document ID JPP20050605000005; "N. Korea Imports Key Nuclear 

Materials From Russia: Japanese Paper," Yonhap News Agency, 5 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; 

"U.S. Knew of North Nukes Plan in 2002," Asahi Shimbun 6 June 2005, in "Japan: U.S. Sources Reveal Washington 

Knew of DPRK Nuclear Plan in 2002," OSC Document ID JPP20050606000024. 

6 June 2005  

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi says to reporters in Aichi prefecture that he believes that North Korea 

wants to resolve the nuclear issue through the Six-Party framework "by all means."  

τKoizumi Believes N. Korea Is Eager to Return 6-Way Talks," Kyodo World Service, 6 June 2005, in "Koizumi Says 

He Believes DPRK 'Eager' to Return to 6-Party Talks," OSC Document ID JPP20050606000098. 

7 June 2005  

An editorial in the Rodong Sinmun, the official publication of the Korean Workers' Party, says that now that North 

Korea has become a nuclear power the purpose of the Six-Party Talks should be changed to nuclear disarmament 

by all parties.  

τN. Korea Demands Nuke Disarmament Talks with U.S.," Yonhap News Agency, 7 June 2005, in "ROK Yonhap Cites 

DPRK Daily: DPRK Demands 6-Way Talks Changed to 'Disarmament Talks,' OSC Document ID KPP20050607000027; 

"Nuclear Threat to DPRK Must Be Removed First: Rodong Sinmun," KCNA 7 June 2005, www.kcna.co.jp. 

6-8 June 2005  

On 6 June North Korean ambassador to the United Nations Pak Gil Yon and U.S. special envoy to the Six-Party Talks 

Joseph DeTrani meet in New York to discuss resuming the multilateral negotiations. U.S State Department 

spokesperson Sean McCormack says that Pak informed the DeTrani that the DPRK would come back to the Six-

Party Talks but did not specify a particular date. The Japanese newspaper Asahi Shimbun cites anonymous U.S. and 

DPRK sources who disclosed that Pak told DeTrani that North Korea deserves "treatment as a nuclear nation" 

during their meeting. Meanwhile, on 8 June, top Chinese envoy to the Six-Party Talks Wang Guangya says that the 

negotiations could begin again within weeks.  

τN.K. Informs U.S. of Intention to Return to Nuke Talks: State Department," Yonhap News Agency, 8 June 2005, in 

"ROK Report Cites PRC Envoy to U.N.: 6-Way Nuclear Talks 'Could' Resume Within Weeks," OSC Document ID 

KPP20050607000193; "U.S. State Dept. Says 'N.K. Would Return to Nuclear Talks,'" Chosun Ilbo website, 9 June 
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2005, in OSC Document ID KPP20050608000219; Kyodo World Service, 8 June 2005 in "N. Korea Seeks U.S. 

Recognition, Treatment as Nuclear State: Asahi Shimbun," OSC Document ID JPP20050608000074; Lee Joo-hee, 

"U.S. N.K. Seen Moving Closer to Six-Way Talks," Korea Herald website, 8 June 2005, in OSC Document ID 

KPP20050608000002; Hong Kong AFP 8 June 2005, in "North Korea Demands U.S. Recognize It as Nuclear Power: 

Report," OSC Document ID JPP20050608000064; Yonhap News Agency, 8 June 2005, in "N.K. Says Nuke Talks 

Hinges on U.S. Response to N.K.' s Requests," OSC Document ID KPP20050608000116. 

8 June 2005  

North Korea's top envoy to the Six-Party Talks, Kim Kye-kwan, says in an interview with a U.S. television network 

that the DPRK has enough nuclear bombs to defend against a U.S. attack. Kim answered "yes" when he was asked 

if North Korea was building additional nuclear weapons.  

τYonhap News Agency, 8 June 2005, in "U.S. ABC News Interviews DPRK FM Official: DPRK 'Building More' Nuclear 

Weapons," OSC Document ID KPP20050608000219; "N. Korea 'Building More Nukes'," Chosun Ilbo website, 10 

June 2005, in "North Korea 'Building More Nukes'," OSC Document ID KPP20050609000153. 

9 June 2005  

Speaking in regards to the North Korean nuclear weapons program, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Liu 

Jianchao states that Beijing "is not aware of the situation." Liu also goes on to say China hopes that "all relevant 

parties will make constructive efforts at once to promote the resumption of the Six-Party Talks as soon as 

possible."  

τKyodo World Service, 9 June 2005, in "PRC FM Spokesman Says PRC 'Not Aware' of DPRK Nuclear Weapons," 

OSC Document ID JPP20050609000072; "Ministry of Foreign Affairs Spokesman Liu Jianchao Answers Journalists' 

Questions at Routine News Conference on 9 June 2005," Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of 

China website, 9 June 2005, in "Transcript of PRC FM Spokesman News Conference on 9 Jun 05," OSC Document ID 

CPP20050609000122; Xu Song and Ren Ke, "Foreign Ministry Spokesman: China Hopes the Process of the Six-Party 

Talks Will Continue to Move Toward the Goal of Realizing a Nuclear-Free Peninsula," Xinhua Asia-Pacific Service, 9 

June 2005, in OSC Document ID CPP20050609000112 "Foreign Ministry Spokesman Liu Jianchao's Press 

Conference on 9 June 2005," Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China website, 9 June 2005, in 

"English Transcript of PRC FM Spokesman News Conference 9 Jun 05," OSC Document ID CPP20050610000123. 

10 June 2005  

U.S. President George W. Bush meets with South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun at the White House. After their 

meeting Bush tells reporters that "South Korea and the United States share the same goal, and that is a Korean 

Peninsula with no nuclear weapons." Roh notes that "there are one or two minor issues, but I'm certain we will be 

able to work them out with dialogue." However, he goes on to say that the two presidents had "reconfirmed that 

we have no basic differences on the issue, and we completely agreed to the basic principles, and are continuously 

discussing various problems that occur in the process of negotiations."  

τ "U.S., S. Korea United on Six-Party Talks: Bush," Xinhua News Agency, 10 June 2005, in "Xinhua Reports 

President Bush Says U.S., South Korea 'United' on Six-Party Talks," OSC Document ID CPP20050610000218; Yonhap 

News Agency, 10 June 2005, in "U.S. ROK Leaders Reconfirm 'One Voice' on DPRK Nuclear Issue, 'Strong' U.S.-ROK 

Alliance," OSC Document ID KPP20050610000185; Jennifer Loven, "Bush, South Korean Leader Differ on How to 
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Bring North Back to Nuclear Talks, but Talks of Unity Dominates," Associated Press, 10 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; Tom Raum, "Bush, South Korean Leader Differ on How to Bring North Back to Nuclear Talks," 

Associated Press, 10 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com David E. Sanger, "U.S. and Seoul Try to Ease Rift 

on Talks with the North," New York Times, 11 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Reuben Staines, "Roh, 

Bush Lay Out Carrots for N.K.," Korea Times, 13 June 2005, in OSC Document ID KPP20050612000048. 

14 June 2005  

South Korean National Security Council senior official Yi Chong-so'k clarifies a statement that South Korean 

President made to reporters on 10 June 2005 after his summit meeting with U.S. President George W. Bush. At the 

time Roh said that there were minor issues between the U.S and the ROK. Yi explains to a parliamentary defense 

committee that the differences Roh was referring to were on U.S. plans for its troops stationed in South Korea, not 

differences over how to resolve the Korean peninsula nuclear crisis.  

τOSC Feature 15 June 2005, in "Roh's Reference to 'Minor Issues' with U.S. Not on DPRK Nuclear Issue," OSC 

Document ID FEA20050615004182 

15 June 2005  

The U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee holds a hearing entitled "North Korea: An Update on the Six-Party 

Talks and Matters Related to the Resolution of the North Korean Nuclear Crisis." U.S. Assistant Secretary of State 

for East Asia Christopher Hill and Special Envoy to the Six-Party Talks Joseph DeTrani both provide testimony. Hill 

testifies that diplomacy is the best way to resolve the current nuclear crisis but acknowledged that the United 

States is also considering other options. Hill and DeTrani say that Washington has received support from the other 

participant countries in bringing North Korea back to the negotiations. Hill, however, also says that China is not 

exerting all the leverage that it could on Pyongyang.  

τBrian Goodman, "Senate Foreign Relations Committee Holds Hearing on the Prospects of Six-Party Talks with 

N.K.,", The Daily NK website, 16 June 2005, in "U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee Assesses DPRK 6-Way 

Talks," OSC Document ID KPP20050616000063; Chosun Ilbo website, 16 June 2005, in "N. Korea Will Give Up Nukes 

One Way or Another: Hill," OSC Document ID KPP20050615000099; "China Avoiding Pressure on North Korea: 

Hill," Chosun Ilbo website, 16 June 2005, in OSC Document ID KPP20050615000160. 

17 June 2005  

North Korean leader Kim Jong-il meets with South Korean Unification Minister Chung Dong-young and says that 

the DPRK will return to the Six-Party Talks if the United States recognizes and respects the North Korean 

government. According to Chung, Kim says that North Korea does need to possess nuclear weapons and that Kim 

"has a friendly feeling towards the United States." U.S State Department spokesperson Adam Ereli responds to 

Kim's announcement that the DPRK could return to the Six-Party Talks in July by saying that the United States is 

looking for is "actually getting back to the talks and engaging substantively."  

τN. Korean Leader Says His Country Willing to Return to Nuke Talks in July," Yonhap News Agency, 17 June 2005, 

in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Kim Jong-Il Says N. Korea Willing to Return to Nuke Talks in July," Japan 

Economic Newswire, 17 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea: Six Party Talks," Daily Press 

Briefing, 17 June 2005, U.S. State Department website, www.state.gov/ r/ pa/ prs/ dpb/ 2005/ 48287.htm; "U.S 

Looks for Action, Not Words from N. Korea," Japan Economic Newswire, 17 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-
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nexis.com; Burt Herman "Reclusive Leader Offers Rare Flattery to the West," Associated Press, 17 June 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; Burt Herman, "North Korea's Kim Jong Il Discusses Nuclear Standoff with South 

Korean Minister," 17 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

18 June 2005  

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi is skeptical of Kim Jong-il's statements about returning to the Six-Party 

Talks in July noting that it could be a diplomatic strategy.  

τKoizumi Dismisses Kim Jong-Il's Remarks as 'Diplomatic Strategy'," 18 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

20 June 2005  

In an interview on U.S. television, U.S. Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice states that "the North Koreans love to 

make excuses for why they can't come back to the Six-Party Talks. The reason they don't want to come to the Six-

Party Talks is they don't like facing China and Russia and Japan and South Korea and the United States telling them 

in a concerted fashion that it's time to get rid of their ... nuclear weapons."  

τRice, 'N.K. Loves to Make Excuses to Avoid 6-Way Talks'," Chosun Ilbo website, 21 June 2005, in OSC Document 

ID KPP20050620000059. 

21 June 2005  

U.S Under Secretary of State Paula Dobriansky calls North Korea "an outpost of tyranny" during a forum speech 

arranged by the Hudson Institute. Meanwhile at an international conference in Brussels U.S Secretary of State 

Condoleezza Rice makes a similar comment about the DPRK. South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon responds 

to the Rice and Dobriansky's comments noting that they would not "help create an atmosphere of dialogue."  

τ "Seoul Regrets Washington's Anti-Pyongyang Rhetoric," Yonhap News Agency, 21 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, 

web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. Official Keeps 'Tyranny Outpost' Catchphrase Alive," Chosun Ilbo, 22 June 2005, in OSC 

Document ID KPP20050621000132; "South Korea Upset about U.S. Criticism of North Korea," Agence France 

Presse, 21 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "South Korea Upset about U.S. Criticism of North Korea," 

Xinhua Financial Network News, 22 June 2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com; "Seoul's Protest Over 'Tyranny' 

Catchphrase Falls on Deaf Ears," Chosun Ilbo, 23 June 2005, in OSC Document ID JPP20050622000031. 

22 June 2005  

According to a report by South Korea's Yonhap News Agency, on 3 November 2002 former Washington Post 

reporter Don Oberdorfer and former U.S. ambassador to Seoul Donald Gregg received a letter to give to U.S. 

President George W. Bush on behalf of North Korean leader Kim Jong-il. An excerpt of the letter reads: "If the 

United States recognizes our sovereignty and assures non-aggression, it is our view that we should be able to find a 

way to resolve the nuclear issue in compliance with the demand of a new century." Oberdorfer and Gregg 

reportedly passed the letter onto National Security Advisor Stephen Hadley on 7 November who then replied that 

the Bush administration would not "reward bad behavior." On 13 November 2005 the Bush administration 

declared that it would suspend all of its shipments of heavy fuel oil to the DPRK.  

τBush Rebuffed Kim Jong-Il's Gesture on Nukes in 2002: Oberdorfer," Yonhap News Agency, 22 June 2005, in "U.S. 
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Rebuffed Message from North Korean Leader in November 2002- Journalist," BBC Monitoring, 23 June 2005, in 

Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

29 June 2005  

U.S. President George W. Bush issues an executive order that freezes assets of North Korean entities that have 

been implicated in developing or spreading weapons of mass destruction. DPRK firms Tanchon Bank, Korea Mining 

Development Trading Corp. and Korea Ryonbong are designated under the executive order.  

τU.S. Slaps Sanctions Linked to N. Korea on WMD, Urges Others to Join," Japan Economic Newswire, 29 June 

2005, in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

30 June 2005  

The Japanese newspaper Nihon Keizai Shimbun reports that North Korea has resumed construction on a 50-

megawatt and a 200-megawatt reactor located in Taechon. Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary Hiroyuki Hosoda says 

to reporters that Tokyo has not confirmed the newspaper's report.  

τN. Korea Resumes Construction of 2 Nuclear Reactors: Nihon Keizai," Japan Economic Newswire, 30 June 2005, 

in Lexis-Nexis, web.lexis-nexis.com. 

9-10 July 2005  

North Korea agrees to return to the Six Party Talks to after, according to DPRK media, the United States agreed to 

recognize North Korea as a sovereign nation and not threaten North Korea. Washington also agreed to hold 

bilateral talks within the Six-Party framework. The fourth round of talks is set to begin on 26 July.  

τ"US, China say North Korea's Return to Nuclear Talks 'Only First Step,' Agence France Presse, 10 July 2005, in 

Lexis Nexis, www.lexisnexis.com. 

26-27 July 2005  

North Korean delegate to the Six Party Talks rejected a U.S.-sponsored nuclear dismantlement proposal. North 

Korean delegate Kim Kye Gwan argued dismantling their nuclear weapons without assurances of regime security is 

unreasonable. North Korea calls on the other participants in the talks to lift economic sanctions and provide 

multilateral security assurances; after that DPRK would dismantle their nuclear program. The U.S. delegation 

persisted that North Korea must verifiably and irreversibly dismantle their nuclear programτboth the plutonium 

and the uranium based programs. North Korea appears to be concerned about the sequencing of dismantlementτ

not wanting to lower their "deterrent" capability until they are assured that Washington does not plan to attack 

the North Korean regime. North Korea also wants normalization of relations between itself and the United States 

and Japan, and withdrawal of the nuclear umbrella over South Korea.  

τ"N.Korea Rejects US Proposal For Resolving Nuclear Row: Sources," Japan Economic Newswire, 27 July 2005, in 

LexisNexis, www.lexisnexis.com, "US Sticks With Stand North Korea Should End All Nuclear Programs," Agence 

France Presse, 27 July 2005, in LexisNexis, www.lexisnexis.com, "2nd Roundup: Seoul Brokers Solution to North 

Korea Nuclear Impasse," Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 27 July 2005, in LexisNexis, www.lexisnexis.com.  

7 August 2005  

The Six Party Talks will take a three week recess for the participating delegations to return to their capitals, assess 
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positions, and formulate resolutions. The main challenge to a resolution is whether North Korea should be allowed 

to keep nuclear programs for peaceful civilian energy; namely, to develop light water reactors, which the United 

States and other talks participants opposed. Washington wants North Korea to cease all nuclear programs, and 

fears that a civilian nuclear energy program will be used to restart nuclear weapons. Other members were willing 

to accept their peaceful nuclear program on the condition that the DPRK rejoins the Nonproliferation Treaty.  

τ"Stalled North Korean Talks Break Off For Three Weeks," Agence France Presse, 7 August 2005, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexisnexis.com. 

14 August 2005  

North Korea's Chief Nuclear Negotiator Kim Gye Kwan reiterated that North Korea was not willing to give up their 

pursuit of non-military nuclear energy. However, they would accept international supervision of their nuclear 

energy program and were willing to return to the NPT.  

τ"North Korea Adopts Softer Tone in Nuclear Dispute," Agence France Presse, 14 August 2005, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexisnexis.com. 

21 August 2005  

North Korea restarted their nuclear reactor in Yongbyon in July before they re-entered the Six Party Talks. U.S. spy 

satellites detected steam rising from the boiler connected to the nuclear reactor building.  

τ"Report: North Korea Restarted Nuclear Reactor Before International Nuclear Talks," Associated Press 

Worldstream, 21 August 2005, in LexisNexis, www.lexisnexis.com.  

13 September 2005  

The Six Party Talks resume but remain in stalemate, with the North Koreans continuing to uphold the right to 

peaceful nuclear energy. The DPRK delegation also requested the construction of light water reactors previously 

promised under the 1994 Agreed Framework. The U.S. delegation refuses to agree to this. The North Korean side 

states that they would dismantle their graphite moderated reactors in return for the construction of light water 

reactors and oil shipments.  

τ"6 Way Talks Resume As N Korea Pushes for Civilian Nuke," Japan Economic Newswire, 13 September 2005, in 

Lexis Nexis, www.lexisnexis.com. 

15 September 2005  

US Treasury Department designates Banco Delta SARL a money laundering pawn for North Korea. The bank has 

supported North Korea multimillion dollar cash deposits and withdrawals. The bank facilitated criminal activities of 

the DPRK government and front companies including circulating counterfeit currency and handling bank 

transactions for drug trafficking. The U.S. Treasury prohibited U.S. financial institutions from business transactions 

in the U.S. or for the Banco Delta bank.  

τLee Dong, "Macau-Based Chinese Bank Named Money Launderer For North Korea," Yonhap, 15 September 2005, 

in LexisNexis, www.lexisnexis.com. 

19 September 2005  

The six delegations agrees to the Statement of Principles. In this agreement, North Korea will abandon nuclear 
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weapons and their existing nuclear programs. According to the agreement, "The DPRK stated that it has the right 

to peaceful uses of nuclear energy." The DPRK also agrees to return to the Non Proliferation Treaty, abide by IAEA 

safeguards and inspections. In return North Korea will receive concessions including steps to normalize relations 

with Japan and the United States, and assurance that the United States will not attack North Korea conventionally 

or with nuclear weapons. North Korea will also receive economic aid and large amounts of energy assistance from 

South Korea. The six nations will meet again in November to discuss how they will reach the aims of the 

agreement. The terms of the agreement are to be carried out in a commitment for commitment, where all parties 

provide their concessions on a step by step basis.  

τ"North Korea Agrees To Abandon Nuclear Weapons Program," US Fed News, 19 September 2005, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexisnexis.com.  

20 September 2005  

After North Korea agreed to the Six Party Talk's agreement, North Korea demands the construction of a civil 

nuclear power reactor before they begin dismantling their civil and military nuclear facilities.  

τ"Chronology of US-North Korean Nuclear and Missile Diplomacy," Arms Control Association, 20 September 2005, 

in Arms Control Association, armscontrol.org/ factsheets/ dprkchron. 

4 October 2005  

Chief negotiator at the Six Party Talks, Christopher Hill, met with North Korean officials at the UN Mission in New 

York. This is the first time since North Korea agreed to dismantle their nuclear arsenal that the two nations 

representatives have spoken. North Korea states it will dismantle its nuclear weapons program after it receives 

Pressurized Water Reactors (PWR) for their civilian energy programs. The U.S. Delegation maintains that a peaceful 

nuclear energy program will receive assistance only after North Korea dismantles their nuclear weapons arsenal. 

The issue of sequencing of various obligations was set on the agenda of issues to discuss at the upcoming fifth 

round of negotiations.  

τ"US, North Korea Hold Direct Talks on Nuclear Weapons," Agence France Presse, 4 October 2005, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexisnexis.com  

20 October 2005  

Governor Bill Richardson visits North Korea and tours the Yongbyon nuclear facility. Richardson speaks with the 

plant director and learns that the reactor was refueled in April and had reprocessed 8000 spent fuel rods. The 

North Koreans tell Richardson that they were willing to rejoin the NPT. The governor states that the North Korean 

appeared to be promoting transparency and was hopeful for the next round of the Six Party Talks.  

τJoseph Coleman, "New Mexico's Richardson See's Increasing Flexibility of North Koreans on Nukes, Other 

Issues," Associated Press, 20 October 2005, in LexisNexis, www.lexisnexis.com.  

9 November 2005  

The fifth round of the Six Party Talks begins. The fifth round of negotiations are held in two stages. The first stage 

held from Wednesday to Friday where the actors will outline their recommendations. Bilateral meeting will follow. 

Challenges that emerge during the first stage of the talks will be discussed at the informal APEC summit in Pusan, 

South Korea. DPRK emphasized simultaneous action and renunciation of nuclear weapons programs in exchange 
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for light water nuclear reactor. The US would not supply light water reactors until the Korean Peninsula is 

denuclearized, DPRK rejoins the NPT and accepts IAEA inspections.  

τ "Fifth Round of Nuclear Talks Opens In Beijing," News Bulletin, 9 November 2005, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexisnexis.com; "Three-Point Plan Put Forward to Resolve North Korea Nuclear Dispute," Agence France 

Presse, 9 November 2005, in LexisNexis, www.lexisnexis.com. 

11 November 2005  

The fifth round of Six Party Talks will recess for diplomats to attend the APEC summit in South Korea. No progress 

has been made in negotiating on the denuclearization of North Korea. U.S. and North Korean negotiators agreed to 

meet again but do not set another date to resume talks. Structural challenges emerged over U.S. sanctions on 

North Korean firms accused of proliferating weapons of mass destruction, and counterfeiting U.S. dollars. North 

Korea requested a removal of sanctions placed on these firms, while U.S. was pushing for North Korea to halt 

plutonium production.  

τ"North Korea Nuclear Talks in Beijing With No Word of Progress Toward Settlement," Associated Press, 11 

November 2005, in LexisNexis, www.lexisnexis.com. 

14 November 2005  

North Korea proposed a five stage plan for dismantling their nuclear weapons. North Korea would suspend nuclear 

testing, transfer of nuclear technology, and shut down the production of nuclear weapons. They would allow 

outside inspections and dismantle nuclear weapons before returning to the NPT and accept IAEA safeguards. North 

Korea agreed to end their nuclear program in exchange for energy assistance and other benefits. However, North 

Korea has refused to dismantle their nuclear program until the US supplies a Light Water Reactor.  

τ"North Korea Offered Plan For Nuclear Dismantlement: Official," Agence France Presse, 14 November, 2005, in 

LexisNexis, www.lexisnexis.com.  

29 November 2005  

U.S. government decides to finally terminate the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO) 

project to build two light water reactors as part of the 1994 Agreed Framework. After the U.S. government and 

KEDO officially cancelled the project, North Korea demands compensation for the political and economic losses. 

North Korea claims the United States is violating the Agreed Framework which promised to build the light water 

reactors; the U.S. government countered that the North Koreans were covertly developing a uranium enrichment 

program which was contrary to the Agreed Framework.  

τ"N. Korea Asks US to Compensate it For Cancelled Reactors," Yonhap News, 29 November 2005, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexisnexis.com.  

11 December 2005  

North Korea suspends its participation in the Six Party Talks for an indefinite period of time due to U.S. financial 

sanctions. The US blacklisted eight North Korean firms suspected of WMD proliferation.  

"Nuclear Talks Suspended Indefinitely: Korea," Agence France Presse, 11 December 2005, in LexisNexis, 

www.lexisnexis.com. 
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12 December 2005  

The North Korean government orders the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO) to withdraw 

all employees from the nuclear power reactor construction site by January 2006. KEDO is also told they are not 

allowed to repatriate the equipment and materials on the construction site.  

τ"North Korea Orders Withdrawal of International Staff at Reactor Site," BBC Monitoring Asia Pacific, 12 

December 2005, in LexisNexis, www.lexisnexis.com. 

21 December 2005  

North Korea announces the intended construction of light water reactors. They were also increasing the 

production of two graphite moderated reactors meant to extract weapons grade plutonium.  

τChoe Sang Hun, "N.Korea Vows to Build Own Light Water Reactors," The international Herald Tribune, 21 

December 2005, in LexisNexis, www.lexisnexis.com. 

Back to Top 

2004 
1 January 2004  

bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀϥǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎΣ wƻŘƻƴƎ {ƛƴƳǳƴΣ /Ƙƻǎǂƴ LƴƳƛƴϥƎǳƴ ŀƴŘ /ƘϥǂƴƎƴȅǂƴ /ƘǂƴǿƛΣ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ 

editorial that says North Korea is willing to hold six-nation talks early this new year. But the editorial also warns 

that "we will always react with the toughest policy to the US hard-line policy."  

τϦ¢ŀƴƎϥǺƛ ǊȅǂƴƎŘƻϥƳƛǘϥŜ ƪŀƴƎǎǂƴƎŘŀŜƎǳƪƪǂƴǎǂǊϥǺƛ ƳƻŘǺƴ ŎƘǂƴǎǂƴϥŜǎǂ ƘȅǂƴƎƳȅǂƴƎƧǂƪƪƻƴƎǎŜǊǺƭ Ǉǂƭƭȅǂ ƻƭƘŀŜǊǺƭ 

ŎƘŀǊŀƴƎŎƘϥŀƴ ǎǺƴƎƴƛϥǺƛ ƘŀŜǊƻ ǇƛǘƴŀŜϥƛƧŀΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ м WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нллпΣ ǿww.kcna.co.jp; "Joint 

New Year Editorial Published," Korean Central News Agency, 1 January 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "N. Korea to Seek 

Peace in Nuke Crisis, But to Resist U.S.," Kyodo News Service, 31 December 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; "N. Korea Urges Peaceful Nuke Resolution," Associated Press, 31 December 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Shim Sun, "N. Korea Pledges Peaceful Resolution of Its Nuke Crisis," Yonhap News 

Agency, 1 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

1 January 2004  

South Korean President Roh Moo Hyun says in his New Year's message to the nation, "I will do my best to lay a 

new foundation for peace and prosperity on the Korean peninsula by peacefully resolving the North Korean 

nuclear problem."  

τ"President Roh Moo-hyun's New Year Message to the Nation," Korea Update, 1 January 2004, Embassy of the 

Republic of Korea in Washington, D.C., www.koreaemb.org; Shim Sun, "N. Korea Pledges Peaceful Resolution of Its 

Nuke Crisis," Yonhap News Agency, 1 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

1 January 2004  

US Secretary of State Colin Powell says in a New York Times op-ed that the Bush administration will continue to 

pursue diplomacy within the six-nation framework to resolve the North Korea nuclear issue. He also writes, "We 

seek peace and reconciliation in the Korean peninsula, but we will not reward threats from Pyongyang or provide 
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incentive for blackmail."  

τColin L. Powell, "What We Will Do in 2004," New York Times, 1 January 2004, in Proquest, www.il.proquest.com; 

"Powell Urges N. Korea to Abandon 'Dangerous' Nuke Arms," Kyodo News Service, 1 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

6 January 2004  

The Korean Central News Agency says the US should "de-list the DPRK as a sponsor of terrorism, lift political, 

economic and military sanctions," as well as "supply heavy oil, power and other energy resources to the DPRK" 

based on the principle of simultaneous actions. In return the DPRK "is set to refrain from testing and production of 

nuclear weapons and even stop operating the nuclear power industry used for peaceful purposes as first-phase 

measures in the package solution."  

τϦс /ƘŀƘƻŜŘŀƳϥƛ ƪǿŜǘƻϥŜ ǘǺƭϥǂǎǂƴǺƴϥƎŀƴǺƴ ƳƛƎǳƎϥǺƛ ǘϥŀŜŘƻ ȅǂƘŀϥŜ ǘŀƭƭȅǂ ƛǘǘŀΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /Ŝntral News Agency, 6 

January 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "KCNA Urges U.S. Not to Shun Core Issue at Six-Way Talks," Korean Central News 

Agency, 6 January 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; Seo Hyun-jin, "N.K. Offers to Halt Nuke Facilities; Pyongyang Demands 

U.S. Lift Sanctions, Provide Energy," Korea Herald, 7 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

6 January 2004  

US Secretary of State Colin Powell calls North Korea's offer to freeze its nuclear program a positive step for 

implying "that they would give up all aspects of their nuclear program, not just the weapons program."  

τ"Remarks with Tunisian Foreign Minister Habib Ben Yahia, Secretary of State Colin L. Powell," 6 January 2004, 

Speeches and Remarks, U.S. Department of State, www.state.gov; "Powell Welcomes N. Korea's Offer to Freeze 

Nuke Program," Yonhap News Agency, 7 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Seoul, 

Washington Welcome NK's Offer to Freeze Nukes," Korea Times, 8 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com.  

6 January 2004  

South Korea's Foreign Affairs and Trade Minister Yoon Young-ƪǿŀƴ ώ¸ǳƴ ¸ǂƴƎ Dǿŀƴϐ ǎŀȅǎΣ Ϧ²Ŝ Ǉƻǎitively evaluate 

the North Korean statement [released today to freeze nuclear activities] because it stated specifically what 

measure it would take, and confirmed once again its willingness to tackle the issue through dialogue."  

τChang Jae, "Minister Yoon Welcomes North Korea's Offer to Freeze Nuke Program," Yonhap News Agency, 7 

January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "S. Korean FM Welcomes DPRK's Offer to Freeze Nuke 

Facilities," Xinhua News Agency, 7 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Seoul, Washington 

Welcome NK's Offer to Freeze Nukes," Korea Times, 8 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

6-10 January 2004  

An unofficial delegation of five Americans visits North Korea. During the five-day trip, the group, which includes 

former director of the Los Alamos National Laboratory Siegfried S. Hecker and John W. Lewis of Stanford 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƛƴ ¸ǂƴƎōȅǂƴ-kun, but they stress that their objective is not to inspect or 

negotiate on behalf of the US government. The North Koreans show Hecker a piece of metal that Hecker describes 

as having all the visible properties of plutonium, but Hecker does not have diagnostic equipment to completely 

verify that it is. The group also checks a few containers in the temporary storage pond containing 8,000 canned 
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spent fuel rods, but the rods are empty.  

τ"Senate Committee on Foreign Relations Hearing on 'Visit to the Yongbyon Nuclear Scientific Research Center in 

North Korea, Siegfried S. Hecker," Senate Committee on Foreign Relations Committee Hearings, 108th Congress, 

United States Congress, 21 January 2004, www.lanl.gov; Barbara Slavin, "N. Korea OKs U.S. Visit to Complex," USA 

Today, 2 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Joe McDonald, "American Delegation Visits 

Disputed North Korean Nuclear Facility but Won't Say What It Saw," Associated Press, 10 January 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Jim Yardley, "Group of Private U.S. Experts Visits North Korea Nuclear Plant," 

New York Times, 10 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Private U.S. Mission Visits N. Korea 

to See Key Nuke Plant," Kyodo News Service, 6 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea 

Allows U.S. Delegation to Visit Nuke Site," Korea Herald, 3 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

Yonhap News Service, 12 January 2004, in "'Unofficial US Delegation' to DPRK Said to Hold 10-Hr Session With 

DPRK Vice FM," FBIS Document ID KPP20040112000104.  

7 January 2004  

US State Department spokesman Richard Boucher responds to a Washington Post report that Fu Ying, head of the 

Chinese Foreign Ministry's Asian Affairs Bureau, stated on 29 December 2003 that China did not believe North 

Korea has a clandestine uranium enrichment program by reiterating, "We certainly know North Korea has a highly 

enriched uranium program, and when confronted with that fact, North Korea admitted it."  

τGlenn Kessler, "Chinese Not Convinced of North Korean Uranium Effort," Washington Post, 7 January 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "China Unconvinced North Korea Has Enriched Uranium Program: Report," 

Agence France Presse, 7 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Kyodo News Service, 8 January 

2004, in "China Doubts US Views on DPRK Uranium Enrichment Program," FBIS Document ID JPP20040108000044; 

"U.S. Says North Korea Has HEU Program," Yonhap News Service, 8 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com.  

9 January 2004  

A North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman dismisses Libya's decision to abandon nuclear program as having 

nothing to do with the DPRK, stating that "to expect any 'change' from the DPRK [would be] foolish." He adds the 

decisions to allow intrusive inspections in Libya and Iran "only reinforce the DPRK's firm belief in the validity and 

Ǿƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ {ǂƴƎǳƴ ώƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŦƛǊǎǘϐ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦϦ  

τ"Spokesman for DPRK FM Dismisses Any Change from DPRK as Ridiculous," Korean Central News Agency, 9 

January 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korea Rejects Libyan Lead on Scrapping Nuclear Drive," Agence France 

Presse, 9 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Calls U.S. Hope It will Follow Libya's 

Path 'Ridiculous,'" Japan Economic Newswire, 9 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Joe 

McDonald, "American Delegation Visits Disputed North Korean Nuclear Facility but Won't Say What It Saw," 

Associated Press, 10 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

10 January 2004  

A North YƻǊŜŀƴ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǎǇƻƪŜǎƳŀƴ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ 5twY ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¸ǂƴƎōȅǂƴ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǘƻ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ 

John W. Lewis and the American delegation to "ensure transparency as speculative reports and ambiguous 

information about [North Korea's] nuclear activities are throwing hurdles in the way of settling the pending nuclear 
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issue."  

τϦ²ƻŜƳǳǎǂƴƎ ǘŀŜōȅǂƴϥƛƴ ƳƛƎǳƪƪȅƻǎǳƛƭƘŀŜƴƎϥǺƛ ƴȅǂƴƎōȅǂƴƘŀŜƪǎƘƛǎǂƭōŀƴƎƳǳƴϥŜ ǂƴƎǳǇΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ 

Agency, 10 January 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "Spokesman for DPRK FM on U.S. Professor's Visit to Nyongbyon 

Nuclear Facility," Korean Central News Agency, 10 January 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; Jung-A Song, "US Visit Boosts 

Chance of Talks with N Korea," Financial Times, 12 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; David 

E. Sanger, "Visitors See North Korea Nuclear Capacity," New York Times, 11 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Barbara Slavin, "N. Korea Boasts of Nuke-Fuel Factory," USA Today, 12 January 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

10 January 2004  

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Kong Quan tells reporters that Chairman of the National People's Congress 

Wu Bangguo offered economic aid to North Korea during a visit to Pyongyang in October 2003. While Kong 

declines to give details of the economic package, Japan's Asahi Shimbum reports, "Beijing dangled the equivalent 

of $50 million in grant aid for North Korea to attend multilateral talks on its nuclear standoff [that took place in 

December 2003]."  

τ"China Says Aid Offered to North Korea Last October," Deutsche Presse Agentur, 13 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "China Promises North Korea 50 mln dlrs in Exchange for Nuclear Talks: Report," 

Agence France Presse, 10 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Nobuyoshi Sakajiri, "China 

Offers $50 Million for North Korea to Keep Talking," Asahi News Service, 12 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "China Confirms New Aid Package to North Korea," Agence France Presse, 13 January 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

12 January 2004  

An unidentified US source says a senior North Korean Foreign Ministry official expressed the DPRK's intentions to 

address its nuclear weapons development and the issue of abductions of Japanese nationals separately. The 

intentions were reportedly expressed to the two Senate foreign policy aides of Sen. Richard Lugar and Sen. Joseph 

Biden, two of the five members of the unofficial US delegation that visited North Korea during 6-10 January.  

τ"N. Korea Seeks to Resolve Nuke, Abduction Issues Separately," Kyodo News Service, 12 January 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Kyodo News Service, 10 January 2004, in "U.S. Mission to N. Korea Takes Up 

Abduction Issue," FBIS Document ID JPP20040110000055; Kyodo News Service, 11 January 2004, in "Japan Ready 

to Negotiate N. Korean Offer on Abductees' Families," FBIS Document ID JPP20040111000011.  

20-21 January 2004  

South Korea's National Security Advisor Ra Jong Il meets with Japanese Foreign Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi during a 

two-day visit to discuss the Six-Party Talks and bilateral issues. The two agree to continue seeking a peaceful 

solution under the six-way framework to resolve the North Korea nuclear issue.  

τ"Rajong'ilτKawaguch'i, pukhaek kongjo chaehwag'in," Yonhap News Agency, 21 January 2004, 

www.yonhapnews.net; "Kawaguchi, S. Korea's Ra Call for Early 6-Party Talks," Jiji Press, 21 January 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan, S. Korea Confirm Need for Peaceful Solution on Nuke Issue," Kyodo 

News Service, 21 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  
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21 January 2004  

Siegfried Hecker, former director of the Los Alamos National Laboratory, testifies before the US Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee and says that he spoke with several scientific, military and economic officials but did not see 

an actual weapon during his five-day visit to North Korea. He says he did observe a restarted 5MW(e) reactor 

[capable of yielding approximately 5.5 kg of plutonium per year], empty spent fuel canisters in pond for perhaps 

8,000 fuel rods, and what appeared to be a plutonium metal sample.  

τSenate Committee on Foreign Relations Hearing on "Visit to the Yongbyon Nuclear Scientific Research Center in 

North Korea," Siegfried S. Hecker, Senior Fellow, Los Alamos National Laboratory, January 21, 2004, Committee 

Hearings 108th Congress Second Session ς 2004, U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, 

http://foreign.senate.gov; Barbara Slavin, "Scientist Describes N. Korea Nuclear Evidence," USA Today, 22 January 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

21 January 2004  

Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers Party, attacks the US National Nuclear Security 

Administration's decision to resume research into smaller nuclear weapons, saying, "The world is now on the verge 

of being embroiled in the second global arms race [due to the NNSA's decision]."  

τϦtǳǎƘƛƘŀŜƴƎƧǂƴƎōǳ ǎƻƘȅǂƴƎƘŀŜƴƎƳǳƎƛȅǂƴϥƎǳ ŎƘŀŜƎŀŜƧƛǎƘƛ ƘŀŜƪǇǂƳƛƴǺǊƻ ǎǂǺƛ ŎƘǂƴƎŎƘϥŜΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ 

Agency, 26 January 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "U.S. to Blame for Developing Nukes," Korean Central News Agency, 26 

January 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korea Criticizes US for Resuming Mini-Nuke Research," BBC, 26 January 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

21-22 January 2004  

Mitoji Yabunaka, director general of the Asian and Oceanic Affairs Bureau in the Japanese Foreign Ministry, South 

YƻǊŜŀƴ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ [ŜŜ {ǳ IȅǂƪΣ ŀƴŘ ¦{ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ WŀƳŜǎ YŜƭƭȅ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ 

to discuss the resumption of the Six-Party Talks, North Korea's proposal to freeze its nuclear weapons program in 

exchange for the resumption of heavy fuel oil supplies, and Japan's desire to include the abductions issue in the 

multilateral talks.  

τ"Japan, S. Korea, U.S. Begin Talks on N. Korea Nuke Issue," Kyodo News Service, 21 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web. lexis-nexis.com; Seo Hyun-Jin, "Allies to Open Talks on N.K. Nuke Tension," Korea Herald, 21 January 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan, U.S., S. Korea Seek Early 6-Way Talks on North's Nukes," 

Jiji Press, 23 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-ƴŜȄƛǎΦŎƻƳΤ Yǿǂƴ {ǳƴ-/ƘϥǂƭΣ Ϧо ŎƘŀ ǇǳƪƘŀŜƪ ŎƘǂƴƎŎƘϥŀŜƪ 

ƘȅǂǇϥǺƛƘƻŜΣϦ IŀƴϥƎǳƪ YȅǂƴƎƧŜ, 21 January 2004, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr.  

29 January 2004  

Pakistan's Interior Minister Faisal Saleh Hayat denies that Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan is suspected of transferring 

nuclear technology or know-how to North Korea, Iran, or Libya, saying, "Dr. Khan is neither a suspect, nor in 

custody." The statement comes following the interrogation of nuclear scientists and officials that have linked Khan 

to nuclear proliferation.  

τ"Khan Is Not Among Nuclear Suspects, Says Pakistani Minister," Deutsche Presse Agentur, 29 January 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Paul Watson, "Pakistan Sheds No Light on Detained Scientists," Los 
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Angeles Times, 28 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; James Astill, "Nuclear Inquiry Targets 

Father of Pakistani Bomb," The Guardian (London), 27 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

30 January 2004  

Australia sends a delegation of government officials to Pyongyang to urge the DPRK to restart the Six-Party Talks. 

Foreign Minister Alexander Downer says Australia is in a good position to persuade North Korean officials because 

it is one of the few countries that maintains diplomatic relations with North Korea even though Canberra is a close 

ally of Washington. Downer also says he believes the Six-Party Talks are "the most viable mechanism for finding a 

peaceful and a lasting solution to the nuclear issue."  

τ"Australian Delegation to North Korea to Talk Nukes," Deutsche Presse Agentur, 30 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Australia Sends Delegation to DPRK for Nuclear Talks," Xinhua News Agency, 30 

January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

31 January 2004  

Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan, referred to as "the father of Pakistan's nuclear bomb," is removed from his position as 

advisor to the Pakistani government on nuclear affairs to "facilitate the ongoing investigations" into alleged 

nuclear proliferation to Iran, Libya and North Korea. The decision followed a meeting of Pakistan's Nuclear 

Command and Control Authority, headed by President Pervez Musharraf. Khan held his position as advisor since 

2001.  

τ"'Father of Pakistan's Nuclear Bomb' Removed," Deutsche Presse Agentur, 31 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Founder of Pakistan's Nuke Program Sacked as Advisor," Kyodo News Service, 31 

January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; John Lancaster and Kamran Khan, "Pakistanis Say Nuclear 

Scientists Aided Iran," Washington Post, 24 January 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

1 February 2004  

A Pakistani official says Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan admitted to having transferred nuclear technology to North Korea, 

as well as to Iran, Libya, and Malaysia. Between 1986 and 1997, Khan allegedly provided centrifuge machines and 

technical drawings to North Korea and allowed North Koreans to visit the Kahuta Research Laboratory where a 

uranium enrichment program exists.   

τ"Khan Admits Nuke Know-How Transfers to 4 Countries," Kyodo News Service, 1 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Pakistani Nuclear Scientist Admits Transferring Nuke Technology," Xinhua News 

Agency, 2 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; David Rohde and David E. Sanger, "Key 

Pakistani Is Said to Admit Atom Transfers," New York Times, 2 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; James Astill, "Nuclear Expert Admits Selling Secrets," The Guardian (London), 3 February 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Munir Ahmad, "Pakistan Official Says Nuclear Equipment Shipped to Iran, North 

Korea, Libya and Malaysia," Associated Press, 3 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

2 February 2004  

South Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman Sin Bong-kil says Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon and US Assistant 

Secretary of State James Kelly agree to achieve complete, verifiable and irreversible dismantlement of North 

Korea's nuclear weapons program. Kelly states that he is "mildly optimistic" for a future round of Six-Party Talks.  
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τ"S. Korea, U.S. Reaffirm Stance on N. Korea Nuke Program," Kyodo News Service, 2 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Soo-Jeong Lee, "U.S., South Korean Officials Continue Efforts to Reopen Nuke Talks," 

Associated Press, 1 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Seo Hyun-jin, "Seoul, Washington 

Consult on N.K. Nukes," Korea Herald, 3 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Charles Whelan, 

"US Envoy in Talks Amid New Reports on N Korea's Nuclear, Chemical Weapons," Agence France Presse, 2 February 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

3 February 2004  

The Korean Central News Agency reports that the second round of the Six-Party Talks will begin on 25 February 

2004.  

τϦ¢ŀǺƳōǂƴ с ŎƘŀƘƻŜŘŀƳƎŀŜŎƘϥƻŜ н ǿǂƭ нр LƭǇǳǘϥǂΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ о CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нллпΣ 

www.kcna.co.jp; "KCNA Report on Resumption of Six-way Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 3 February 2004, 

www.kcna.co.jp; Nicholas Kralev, "U.S., North Schedule 6-way Nuke Talks in Beijing; Second Round to Begin Feb. 25 

on Willingness to 'Dismantle'," Washington Times, 4 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

3 February 2004  

After a meeting with UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, US Secretary of State Colin Powell confirms that the next 

round of Six-Party Talks will resume on 25 February 2004 in Beijing.  

τ "Powell Confirms 2nd Round of 6-Way Talks on N. Korea Nuke," Kyodo News Service, 3 February 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Nicholas Kralev, "U.S., North Schedule 6-way Nuke Talks in Beijing; Second 

Round to Begin Feb. 25 on Willingness to 'Dismantle'," Washington Times, 4 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http:/ /web.lexis-nexis.com; Christopher Marquis and Norimitsu Onishi, "North Korea Agrees to Resume Talks with 

U.S. Over Arms," New York Times, 4 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

3 February 2004  

An unidentified Japanese Foreign Ministry official says Japan will raise the issue of Japanese nationals abducted to 

North Korea at the next round of Six-Party Talks. However, Japan may not raise the issue if North Korea agrees to 

hold separate bilateral talks to address the issue before the Six-Party Talks.  

τKanako Takahara, "Japan to Bring Up Abductions Issue," Japan Times, 4 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan Welcomes 2nd Round, Wants Progress on Abductions," Kyodo News Service, 3 

February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea, Japan Discuss Abduction Issue in Bilateral 

Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 25 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

4 February 2004  

South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon states that ROK officials "fully understand the Japanese government's 

position and concern regarding the abduction issue and support Japan's position." However, he adds Japan should 

exclude the issue from the next round of Six-Party Talks and address the issue in bilateral discussions between 

North Korea and Japan.  

τ"Abduction Issue Better Not Included in Six-Party Nuke Talks: S. Korean FM," Xinhua News Agency, 4 February 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea, Japan Discuss Abduction Issue in Bilateral Talks," 

Yonhap News Agency, 25 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  
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4 February 2004  

Chinese Vice President Zeng Qinghong tells Tomiichi Murayama, former Japanese Prime Minister and current 

honorary adviser to the Japan-China Friendship Association, that Japan should not address the issue of Japanese 

abductions by North Korean spies at the second round of Six-Party Talks.  

τ"China's Zeng Asks Japan Not to Raise Abductions at 6-Way Talks," Jiji Press, 4 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Abduction Issue Better Not Included in Six-Party Nuke Talks: S. Korean FM," Xinhua 

News Agency, 4 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

8 February 2004  

Hwang Chang-ȅǂǇΣ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ YƻǊŜŀƴ ²ƻǊƪŜǊǎ tŀǊǘȅ ǎŜŎǊetary who defected to South Korea, says that North Korea 

has been working covertly to enrich uranium for nuclear weapons since 1996. Hwang says he learned of this 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ /Ƙǂƴ tȅǂƴƎ-ho, a party secretary overseeing munitions industries and a member of the National 

5ŜŦŜƴǎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΦ IǿŀƴƎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ /Ƙǂƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ-long trip to Pakistan in 1996 and learned that North 

Korea no longer needed plutonium because uranium-235 can be enriched and used in nuclear weapons.  

τ"North Korean Defector Says North Has Uranium Weapons Program Dating to 1996," Associated Press, 8 

February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Pursued Uranium-Based Nukes Since 1996, 

Defector Says," Yonhap News Agency, 8 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea 

Launched Nuke Program Under Deal with Pakistan: Report," Agence France Presse, 8 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea, Khan Began Contacts in 1995-1996: U.S. Offical," Kyodo News Service, 11 

February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

10 February 2004  

A North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman says the DPRK did not receive nuclear technology from Dr. Abdul 

Qadeer Khan. The statement is in response to Pakistan's announcement that Khan had admitted to proliferation of 

nuclear technology to North Korea, Iran, Libya and Malaysia. The spokesman instead accuses the US of attempting 

to derail the second round of Six-Party Talks scheduled for 25 February. He also says the announcement was made 

to give credibility to claims that North Korea had a covert weapons development program through "groundless 

propaganda."  

τϦ²ƻŜƳǳǎǂƴƎŘŀŜōȅǂƴϥƛƴ ƳƛƎǳƎϥǺƛ ϥƘŀŜƪƪƛǎǳƭϥƛƧǂƴϥ ǎǂƭǺƭ ǇŀŜƎȅǂƪΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ мл CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ 

2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "DPRK FM Spokesman Refutes U.S. Story about 'Transfer of N-Technology' to DPRK," 

Korean Central News Agency, 10 February 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "N. Korea Denies Receiving Nuclear Technology 

from Pakistan," Yonhap News Agency, 10 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Andrew Ward, 

"N Korea Denies Nuclear Deal with Khan Pakistani Scientist," Financial Times, 11 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

14 February 2004  

A DPRK Foreign Ministry spokesman states that a Japanese Foreign Ministry delegation, while visiting North 

YƻǊŜŀϥǎ ±ƛŎŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ YŀƴƎ {ǂƪ-chu during 11-14 February, was told that "if the Japanese side 

raises again the 'abduction issue' at the next round of the Six-Party Talks, the DPRK side will resolutely shut out 

Japan's participation in the talks."  

τϦ/ƘƻǎǂƴǿƻŜƳǳǎǂƴƎŘŀŜǇȅǂƴϥƛƴ ƛƭōƻƴǿƻŜƳǳǎǂƴƎ ǘŀŜǇϥȅƻŘŀƴϥǺƛ ŎƘƻǎǂƴōŀƴƎƳǳƴϥŜ ǂƴϥƎǺǇΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 
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News Agency, 14 February 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "Foreign Ministry Spokesman on DPRK Visit of Japanese FM 

Delegation," Korean Central News Agency, 14 February 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korea Warns Japan Not to 

Raise Abductino Issue at Six-Way Talks," BBC, 14 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan 

Must Not Raise Abduction Issue at 6-Way Talks: KCNA," Kyodo News Service, 14 February, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

19 February 2004  

A US State Department official voices low expectations for the next round of Six-Party Talks and says the Bush 

administration does not expect a breakthrough but that "if the talks are less than completely successful, we'll 

continue to try to work along that line."  

τGlenn Kessler, "Hopes Lowered for U.S.τN. Korea Talks; Diplomacy Appears to Be a Priority," Washington Post, 

20 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Guy Dinmore, "Gloom at New US Talks with N Korea," 

Financial Times, 20 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

24 February 2004  

The Rodong Sinmun, official daily of the Korean Workers Party, carries an editorial calling for South Korea to join 

North Korea's fight against "US attempts to strangle and wage war against the North." The Six-Party Talks are 

scheduled to begin tomorrow.  

τ"aƛƴƧƻƪƪƻƴƎƧƻϥƴǺƴ ŎƘƻƎǳƪǘϥƻƴƎϥƛƭƎǿŀ ƳƛƴƧƻƪǇǂƴϥȅǂƴƎϥǺƛ ƪƛƭΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ нп CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нллпΣ 

www.kcna.co.jp; "N.K. Calls for Inter-Korean Alliance Ahead of Nuclear Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 24 February 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

24 February 2004  

CIA Director George Tenet testifies during a Senate Select Committee on Intelligence hearing that he believes the 

DPRK "is pursuing a production-scale uranium enrichment program based on technology provided by [Pakistan's] 

A. Q. Khan." Tenet adds, "[North Korea] is trying to leverage its nuclear programs into international legitimacy and 

bargaining power, announcing its withdrawal from the Nonproliferation Treaty and openly proclaiming that it has a 

nuclear deterrent."  

τ"The Worldwide Threat 2004: Challenges in a Changing Global Context," Testimony of Director of Central 

Intelligence George J. Tenet before the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, 24 February 2004, www.cia.gov; 

"U.S. Assured N. Korea Possesses Uranium-Based Program, CIA Says," Yonhap News Agency, 24 February 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea, Khan Began Contacts in 1995-1996: U.S. Official," Kyodo News 

Service, 11 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

24 February 2004  

A Japanese delegate to the Six-Party Talks says Japan will raise the issue of abductions at the negotiations and all 

parties would be informed of Tokyo's position. However, North Korea's chief delegate Kim Kye-gwan has stated he 

has no intention of discussing the issue in Beijing.  

τTaro Karasaki, "Japan to Push Abduction Issue on Reluctant N. Korea at Talks," Asahi News Service, 25 February 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan, South Korea, US Hold Preparatory Meeting on Six-Party 

Talks," BBC, 23 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  



   
 

 

Related content is available on the website for the Nuclear Threat Initiative, www.nti.org. 

This material is produced independently for NTI by the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies at the  
Monterey Institute of International Studies and does not necessarily reflect the opinions of and has not been  
independently verified by NTI or its directors, officers, employees, or agents. Copyright © 2011 by MIIS. 

 

25 February 2004  

The second round of Six-Party Talks begin in Beijing six months after the conclusion of the first round in August 

2003. The delegations are headed by James Kelly of the United States; Kim Kye-gwan of the DPRK; Lee Su-Ƙȅǂƪ ƻŦ 

South Korea; Wang Li of China; Mitoji Yabunaka of Japan; and Alexander Losyukov of Russia.  

τAudra Ang, "New Talks on North Korea's Nuclear Program Convene in Chinese Capital," Associated Press, 25 

February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Six Nations to Start Talks over NK Nukes," Korea Times, 

25 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "6 Nations Resume Talks to Discuss 1st Steps to End 

Nuke Crisis," Japan Economic Newswire, 25 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Seo Hyun-

jin, "Six-Party Talks Open Today in Beijing," Korea Herald, 25 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; "Six Nations Open Talks on North Korea Nuclear Programme," Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 25 February 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

25 February 2004  

Delegates from the United States and North Korea meet in a bilateral "informal chat" on the sidelines during the 

first day of Six-Party Talks in Beijing.  

τJae-Suk Yoo, "North Korea, United States Meet Again on Sidelines of Six-Country Talks," Associated Press, 25 

February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Martin Parry, "US, N Korea Meet in Quest to Solve 

Nuclear Crisis," Agence France Presse, 25 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Audra Ang, 

"U.S., North Korean Envoys Hold Rare Meeting on Sidelines of 6-Nation Talks," Associated Press, 25 February 2004, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

25 February 2004  

On the first day of Six-Party Talks, South Korea's lead negotiator Lee Su-Ƙȅǂƪ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ-

group and calls for the six delegations to meet regularly every two months to address the North Korea nuclear 

issue.  

τ"S. Korea Proposes Holding 6-Nation Talks Every 2 Months," Japan Economic Newswire, 25 February 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Alexei Morozov and Vera Pavlova, "S Korea Proposes to Hold Regular Talks 

on N Korean Nukes," ITAR-TASS News Agency, 25 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "S. 

Korea Suggests Bi-Monthly Nuke Talks," United Press International, 25 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Seoul to Seek Working Groups at Six-Nation Talks on N.K. Nukes," Yonhap News 

Agency, 24 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "S. Korea Seeks Creation of 3 Working 

Groups on Nuke Issue," Kyodo News Service, 24 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

25 February 2004  

North Korean and Japanese delegates hold bilateral consultations on the sidelines of the Six-Party Talks to discuss 

the issue of Japanese abductions by North Korea. The two sides fail to achieve progress but agree to continue 

discussions. North Korea's Vice Foreign Minister Kim Kye-gwan has repeatedly insisted that the kidnapping issue 

should not be a part of the six-way negotiations.  

τ"Japan, N. Korea Fail to Make Headway in Abduction Talks," Kyodo News Service, 25 February 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japanese Official Confirms Discussion of Abduction Issue with DPRK," Xinhua 

News Agency, 25 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N Korea and Japan to Hold Bilateral 
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Meeting on Sidelines of Six-Party Talks," Agence France Presse, 25 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; "Further Details on Japan-North Korea Bilateral Meeting at Six-Party Talks," BBC, 25 February 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

26 February 2004  

The United States delegation to the Six-Party Talks reportedly rejects North Korea's offer to freeze its nuclear arms 

programs as part of a "package deal" presented at the previous round of talks in August 2003. The US side says the 

offer falls short of "complete dismantlement" and fails to mention Pyongyang's covert uranium enrichment 

program. North Korea's proposal, which is offered again during this round of talks, contains three stages, but the 

Bush administration the proposed deal could enable North Korea to resume nuclear activities in the future. The 

DPRK is still denying the existence of uranium enrichment facilities.  

τ"U.S. Rejects N. Korea Nuke Arms Freeze Offer," Kyodo News Service, 26 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Sankei Shimbun, 26 February 2004, in "DPRK Reportedly Presented 'Package Deal' on 

Nuclear Issue Mid-Jan, Rejected by US," FBIS Document ID JPP20040226000018; Beijing China Daily, 26 February 

2004, in "PRC FM Spokesman: Six-Parties Find 'Some Consensus, Though Differences Remained,'" FBIS Document 

ID CPP20040226000021; "North Korea Repeats Call for 'Simultaneous' Solution to Nuclear Dispute," Financial 

Times, 24 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

26 February 2004  

Lee Su-ƘȅǂƪΣ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀϥǎ ƭŜŀŘ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ ǘƻ the Six-Party Talks, offers to provide energy aid to North Korea in 

exchange for freezing its nuclear weapons development. Russia and China offer to join South Korea in providing 

energy aid while US and Japanese delegations respond coolly and DPRK delegates offer no immediate official 

reaction.  

τ"N. Korea Offers to Abandon Weapons; China, Russia Back Energy Plan," Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 26 February 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 26 February 2004, in "ROK Envoy to 6-Way 

Talks: No 'Official' DPRK Reaction on ROK Energy Offer," FBIS Document ID KPP20040226000084; Kyodo News 

Service, 26 February 2004, in "PRC, Russia Ready to Join ROK in Giving Aid to DPRK: Deputy FM Yi Su-hyok," FBIS 

Document ID JPP20040226000081. 

26 February 2004  

United States and Japanese officials say they will not accept the draft joint statement that China presented 

because it failed to mention "complete, verifiable and irreversible" dismantlement of all North Korean nuclear 

programs and not just "weapons programs." Russia's head delegate Alexander Lusyukov says North Korea is 

showing "readiness" to dismantle its nuclear weapons programs while "retaining a nuclear program for peaceful 

purposes." Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Jianchao, however, tells reporters that the Six-Party Talks did 

not discuss civilian and military uses of North Korea's nuclear programs.  

τ"N. Korea Offers to Abandon Weapons; China, Russia Back Energy Plan," Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 26 February 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan, U.S. to Seek Complete Nuke Dismantlement in 

Statement," Kyodo News Service, 26 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. Rejects N. 

Korea Nuke Arms Freeze Offer," Kyodo News Service, 26 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

Taro Karasaki, "N. Korea Offers to Freeze Nukes," Asahi News Service, 27 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 
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http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Nuke Talks Struggle Over Summary," United Press International, 27 February 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

27 February 2004  

Pakistan's Foreign Ministry spokesman Masood Khan strongly rejects a report in the New York Times that Pakistan 

may have conducted joint nuclear tests with North Korea as being "wild, mischievous and irresponsible 

speculation."  

τ"Pakistan Rejects Report of Joint Nuclear Tests with North Korea," Agence France Presse, 27 February 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; David E. Sanger and William J. Broad, "Pakistan May Have Aided North 

Korea A-Test," New York Times, 27 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Pakistan Denies 

Nuclear Cooperation with North Korea," BBC, 27 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

28 February 2004  

The second round of Six-Party Talks in Beijing ends with agreement to hold more talks by July 2004 and to form a 

working-group, but without achieving a significant breakthrough. North Korean Vice Foreign Minister Kim Kye-

gwan insists, "We don't plan to include our civilian nuclear program for peaceful purposes in the freeze and 

dismantlement." Washington has demanded that North Korea admit and include uranium enrichment, which 

Pyongyang denies exists, in the nuclear negotiations.  

τ"Text of Statement Issued at N Korea Nuclear Talks," AFX News, 29 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Jae-Suk Yoo, "U.S., N. Korea Divided After Nuke Talks," Associated Press, 28 February 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Washington Welcomes Results of Six-Way N.K. Nuke Talks," 

Yonhap News Agency, 29 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "6 States Fail to Agree on Nuke 

'Principle, Scope': China," Japan Economic Newswire, 28 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

Elaine Kurtenbach, "Nuke Negotiators Try to Avoid '94 Repeat," Associated Press, 28 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Robert Marquand, "Korea Talks: No Deal, But New Will," Christian Science Monitor, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

29 February 2004  

A North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman blames the United States for failing to reach significant progress at 

the Six-Party Talks in Beijing saying, "The settlement of the nuclear issue will entirely depend on the change in the 

U.S. attitude." Concerning future talks, he says," It is difficult to expect that any further talks would help find a 

solution to the issue.  

τϦ²ƻŜƳǳǎǂƴƎŘŀŜōȅǂƴϥƛƴ ŎƘŜ н ŎƘϥŀ с ŎƘŀƘƻŜŘŀƳϥŜ ǂƴϥƎǺǇ ƘŀŜƴƎƳǳƴƧŜƘŀŜƎȅǂƭȅǂōǳϥƴǺƴ ƳƛƎǳƪŎƘϥǺƎϥǺƛ 

ǘϥŀŜŘƻϥǇȅǂƴƘǿŀϥŜ ǘŀƭƭȅǂϥƛǘǘŀΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ News Agency, 29 February 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "DPRK Foreign 

Ministry Spokesman on Six-Way Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 29 February 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; Soo-

Jeong Lee, "N. Korea Urges U.S. to Change Its Policy," Associated Press, 29 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Robert J. Saiget, "North Korea Blames US for Lack of Progress at Nuclear Crisis Talks," 

Agence France Presse, 29 February 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.   

29 February 2004  

The Rodong Sinmun, official  daily of the Korean Workers Party, accuses US plans for redeployment of troops in 
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South Korea as being "intended to finally complete the military operational preparations for the second Korean 

war against the DPRK, pursuant to its 'strategy for preemptive attack' and 'new operation plan 5026'."  

τ"US Redeployment of Its Armed Forces under Fire," Korean Central News Agency, 29 February 2004, 

www.kcna.co.jp; "DPRK Denounces U.S. New War Plan on Korean Peninsula," /Ƙƻǎǂƴ {Ƙƛƴōƻ, 28 February 2004, 

www.korea-np.co.jp.  

1 March 2004  

South Korea President Roh Moo-hyun says in a holiday speech that he is confident the North Korean nuclear issue 

will be resolved peacefully through the Six-party Talks. Roh also reiterates his call for reducing dependence on the 

United States in foreign affairs and military support.  

τ"S Korea Presid (sic) Optimistic about DPRK Nuke Problem Settlement," ITAR-TASS News Agency, 1 March 2004, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Samuel Len, "South Korean Leader Urges Less Dependence on U.S.," 

International Herald Tribune, 2 March 204, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 March 2004  

U.S. President George W. Bush tells visiting South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon that the second round of 

Six-party Talks was fruitful because the six nations have clearly demonstrated that North Korea should dismantle 

its nuclear program.  

τ"Bush Upbeat on Nuke Talks with N. Korea," Yonhap News Agency, 3 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; South Korea Foreign Minister, US President Discuss North Korea, Iraq Issues, BBC 

Monitoring, 3 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Seo Hyun-jin, "Bush Confident of N.K. 

Nuclear Settlement," Korea Herald, 4 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Bush Says 

Dismantling NK Nuclear Programs is a 'Paramount Concern,'" Korea Times, 4 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 March 2004  

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell says that the Six-party Talks last week produced "a good deal of progress" and 

that the United States will be patient in pursuing the current negotiations with diplomacy. Powell adds "whatever 

they [North Korea] are doing or not doing they will not force us or pressure us into any kind of a deal that is 

anything short of CVID [complete, verifiable and irreversible dismantlement]."  

τ"Powell Says US in No Hurry over North Korea Nuclear Crisis," Agence France Presse, 4 March 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Powell Says US 'Patient' on N. Korea Nuke Dismantlement," Kyodo News 

Service, 4 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Salamander Davoudi, "Powell Upbeat on N-

Weapons Talks," Financial Times, 3 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Ban, Powell Agree on 

Peaceful Solution to NK Nuke Issue," Korea Times, 6 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 March 2004  

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan praises the outcome of the latest Six-party Talks, citing "progress" and a 

"noticeable step forward" toward a denuclearized Korean Peninsula. Annan also promises to support the six 

nations "on ways to mobilize the support of the international community to [the denuclearization] end."  

τ"Annan Sees Progress at 6-Way Talks on N. Korea Nukes," Kyodo News Service, 3 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 
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http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "UN's Annan Calls North Korea Six-Way Talks 'Noticeable Step Forward'," Financial 

Times, 3 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Powell, Annan Cites Good Deal of Progress at 

Korea Talks," Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 3 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

3 March 2004  

South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun says his government will continue dialogue and exchanges with North 

Korea despite a request from U.S. officials to sever ties and press North Korea to abandon its nuclear weapons 

ambitions.  

τHwang Doo, "S. Korea to Engage N. Korea Despite U.S. Call for Severing Ties: Roh," Yonhap News Agency, 3 

March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "President Says South Korea to Pursue Dialogue with North 

Despite US Position," BBC Monitoring, 3 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "S. Korea to 

Continue to Engage the DPRK: S. Korean President," Xinhua News Agency, 3 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://we b.lexis-nexis.com. 

4 March 2004  

Russian Ambassador to Seoul Teymuraz O. Ramishvili says the six nations participating in the Six-party Talks need 

to utilize flexibility with the North Korea nuclear issue because the international community may not have the legal 

authority to stop North Korea's peaceful nuclear activities. He argues, "According to international law, it is 

impossible to stop such programs. But it could be considered in a diplomatic and political context."  

τSeo Hyun-jin, "Russia Urges 'Flexibility' on N.K. Nukes," Korea Herald, 5 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "NK Has Right to Nuclear Development," Korea Times, 5 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

4 March 2004  

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell tells reporters that the United States is in no hurry to find a solution to the 

North Korean nuclear crisis, saying, "We will be patient in pursuing this policy. The president strongly believes that 

a diplomatic solution is possible and we are not in any urgency to achieve that solution. We want a good solution."  

τ"Powell Says U.S. in No Hurry over North Korea Nuclear Crisis," Channel NewsAsia, 5 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

4 March 2004  

South Korea's National Security Council (NSC) proposes new security policy initiatives to enhance security on the 

YƻǊŜŀƴ tŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ {Ŝƻǳƭ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ Yǿǂƴ /Ƙƛƴ-ho, 

National Security Adviser to President Roh Moo-hyun, says at a press briefing that some of the proposed measures 

are replacing the Korean War armistice with a "peace regime," regaining wartime command and control of ROK 

troops from USFK, pursuing the "peace and prosperity policy" with North Korea, and restructuring the ROK army. 

The NSC publication, titled Peace, Prosperity and National Security, marks the first time Seoul has officially released 

a publication concerning the nation's overall national security.  

τKim So-young, "Seoul Lays Out Security Goals," Korea Herald, 5 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; "South Korean Government Issues Publication on Security Policy," Yonhap News Agency, 3 March 2004, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Seoul Softens 'Balanced Diplomacy' in Security Initiatives," Korea 
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Times, 5 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "South Korea Hopes to Play Leading Role in 

Resolving North Nuclear Issue," BBC Monitoring, 4 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

4-5 March 2004  

According to the New York Times, a new CIA classified intelligence report is presented to White House officials 

detailing for the first time how Pakistan's Khan Research Laboratories (KRL) was able to provide North Korea with 

equipment and technology necessary to develop uranium-based nuclear weapons, including nuclear fuel, 

centrifuges and warhead designs. The assessment, partly based on interrogations of Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan and his 

associates from KRL by the Pakistani officials, purportedly provides a history of KRL's dealings with North Korea 

that started in the early 1990s. According to the New York Times, intelligence officials also claim North Korea 

obtained some parts through the same suppliers and middlemen as Libya.  

τDavid E. Sanger, "U.S. Widens View of Pakistan Link to Korean Arms," New York Times, 14 March 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "KRL Provided N Korea with All Equipment to Produce Nuke Weapons," Press 

Trust of India, 14 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Khan Network May Have Supplied North 

Korea with Nuke Material: Report," Channel NewsAsia, 14 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

7 March 2004  

South Korean Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Ban Ki-moon meets with Japan's Prime Minister Junichiro 

Koizumi and Foreign Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi in Tokyo, and the two parties agree "to communicate closely and 

cooperate" to settle North Korea's nuclear issue through the six-party framework.  

τSeo Hyun-jin, "Seoul, Tokyo to Boost Efforts on N.K. Nukes," Korea Herald, 8 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Koizumi, Ban Agree to Cooperate to Settle N. Korea Nukes," Kyodo News Service, 8 

March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

8 March 2004  

A commentary by North Korea's Rodong Sinmun criticizes South Korean Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Ban 

Ki-moon for his recent remarks made in Washington regarding inter-Korea economic exchanges. Ban said it would 

be difficult to conduct economic exchanges between the two Koreas unless the current nuclear issue is settled. The 

commentary argues that the North's desire to have a nuclear deterrent force to "defend its right to existence and 

sovereignty" is natural and the statement by Ban corresponds to "anti-national and anti-reunification criminal 

acts."  

τ"S. Korean Foreign Minister's Unreasonable Remarks Flailed," Korean Central News Agency, 8 March 2004, 

ǿǿǿΦƪŎƴŀΦŎƻΦƧǇΤ ϦwƻŘƻƴƎ {ƘƛƴƳǳƴΥ ²ƻŜƎȅƻǘϥƻƴƎǎŀƴƎōǳ ŎƘŀƴƎƎǿŀƴϥǺƛ ǎŀǊƛŜ ƳŀǘŎƘƛ ŀƴƴǺƴ ƪǿŜōȅǂƴΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ 

Central News Agency, 8 March 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "DPRK Condemns S. Korea for Linking Economic Cooperation 

with Nuclear Issue," Xinhua News Agency, 8 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

8 March 2004  

A Rodong Sinmun commentary calls for a "verifiable and complete withdrawal" of U.S. forces stationed in South 

Korea as well as a "complete, verifiable and irreversible security assurance" guaranteed by the conclusion of a 

peace agreement and normalization of relations." It also demands that the United States stop its demand for 

"nuclear renouncement."  
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τ"Key to Resolving the (Nuclear) Issue Likes in the United States' Change of Attitude," Rodong Sinmun, 8 March 

2004, in "N. Korea Urges Verifiable, Complete Withdrawal" of U.S. Forces in South Korea," BBC Monitoring, 9 

March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Rodong Sinmun on Key to Settlement of Nuclear Issue," 

YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ у aŀǊŎƘ нллпΣ ǿǿǿΦƪŎƴŀΦŎƻΦƧǇΤ ϦwƻŘƻƴƎǎƛƳƴǳƳ ϥƳǳƴƧŜƘŀŜƎȅǂƭǺƛ ȅǂƭǎƻŜƴǺƴ 

ƳƛƎǳƎǺƛ ǘϥŀŜŘƻōȅǂƴƘǿŀϥŜ ƛǘǘŀΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ Central News Agency, 8 March 2004, www.kcna.co.jp.  

9 March 2004  

The Rodong Sinmun, official daily of the Korean Workers' Party, warns that any U.S. economic sanctions as part of 

an effort to settle the North Korea nuclear crisis would amount to a "military operation aimed at staging a large-

scale war" against North Korea.  

τ"Must Stop Military Commotion against the Republic," Rodong Sinmun, 9 March 2004, "North Korean Radio 

Urges U.S. to Stop War," BBC Monitoring, 9 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

ϦwƻŘƻƴƎǎƛƴƳǳƴ ǇŀƴϥƎƻƴƎƘǿŀƎǳƪƪǳƴǎŀƧǂƪǎƻŘƻƴƎϥǺƭ ƪǂŘǂŎƘϥƛǿǂȅŀ ƘŀƴŘŀΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ ф aŀǊŎƘ 

2004, www.kcna.co.jp. 

10 March 2004  

Swedish Prime Minister Goran Persson visits South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun, and the two leaders issue a 

joint statement that "a peaceful resolution of the North Korean nuclear issue through dialogue is essential for the 

maintenance of peace and stability not only in Northeast Asia but globally." Persson announced yesterday that he 

may visit Pyongyang to address North Korea's nuclear ambitions and issues concerning past abductions of 

Japanese citizens.  

τ "Sweden Backs Seoul's Effort for Peaceful Resolution of Nuke Crisis," Yonhap News Agency, 10 March 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Swedish Premier Eyes Visit to N. Korea on Nukes, Abductions," Japan 

Economic Newswire, 9 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Swedish PM May Still Visit North 

Korea This Week," Agence France Presse, 9 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Swedish 

Premier Urges North Korea to Abide by International Obligations," BBC Monitoring, 11 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

10 March 2004  

A DPRK foreign ministry spokesperson says that the country's reluctance to abandon its nuclear program is a 

response to U.S. hostile policies against North Korea. The spokesperson adds, "If [the U.S.] persists in demanding a 

'verifiable, irreversible and complete abandoning' of [North Korea's] nuclear program it should first promise a 

verifiable, irreversible and complete abandoning of its hostile policies against it."  

τ"Spokesman for DPRK FM Denounces U.S. Reckless Stand at Six-way Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 10 

March 2004, www.kcna.co.jp. 

12 March 2004  

Mitchell Reiss, director of Policy Planning at the U.S. State Department, says that the U.S. is willing to pursue a 

"normal relationship" with North Korea as long as the latter "accepts international demands for complete 

elimination of its nuclear weapons program."  
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τ "U.S. Will Respond to N. Korean 'Actions, Not Mere Promises'," BBC Monitoring, 13 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

12 March 2004  

South Korea's National Assembly passes an unprecedented impeachment bill that strips President Roh Moo-hyun 

of all executive powers until the Constitutional Court rules on the impeachment case. According to the ROK 

Constitution, Prime Minister Goh Kun assumes power as acting president.  

τChang Jae, "Parliament Impeaches Roh," Yonhap News Agency, 12 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; Shim Sun, "Impeachment Unlikely to Stall Inter-Korean Relations, Officials Say," Yonhap News Agency, 

12 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Samuel Len, "South Korea Parliament Votes to Strip 

President of Powers," New York Times, 12 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Anthony Faiola 

and Joohee Cho, "Jubilation, Rage in S. Korea; Impeachment of President Exposes Deep Ideological Rift," 

Washington Post, 13 March 2004, in ProQuest, http://proquest.umi.com; "South Korean Premier Pledges to 

Maintain Existing Policies," BBC, 12 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Lower-Level Talks on 

N. Korea Nuke Crisis to Get into Full Swing," Yonhap News Agency, 14 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; Kim So-young, "Roh Likely to Survive Impeachment Bill," Korea Herald, 11 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "S. Korea Urges North to Tackle Nuke Dispute Despite Impeachment," Japan Economic 

Newswire, 14 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

12 March 2004  

White House spokesman Scott McClellan tells reporters that impeachment of South Korean President Roh Moo-

hyun will not adversely impact the Six-party Talks on North Korea's nuclear program. U.S. State Department 

spokesman Richard Boucher says that Secretary Colin Powell spoke with South Korean Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and Trade Ban Ki-moon, and the two officials confirmed to continue "to work together on issues of mutual 

concern, including things like the Six-party Talks and the Korean forces that are going to Iraq."  

τ "U.S. Unworried about Roh Impeachment Impact on 6-Way Talks," Japan Economic Newswire, 12 March 2004, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Impeachment Not to Have 'Special Influence' on Six-Way Talks - S 

Korean Minister," Financial Times, 18 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "South Korean 

Premier Pledges to Maintain Existing Policies," BBC Monitoring, 12 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; Seo Hyun-jin, "Goh Stresses Business as Usual; Interim Leader Stands by Troop Dispatch, North Korea 

Talks," Korea Herald, 17 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Associated Press, in "Seoul Warns 

N. Korea on Nuclear Talks," Los Angeles Times, 25 March 2004, in ProQuest, http://proquest.umi.com. 

14 March 2004  

A spokesman for North Korea's Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland says the impeachment 

of South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun has "pushed the political situation in south [sic] Korea to an 

unpredictable phase and brought an unbearable insult and disgrace to the south Korean people." The spokesman 

holds the United States responsible saying, "The U.S. had hatched such plot for 'impeachment' in south [sic] Korea 

since October last year."  

τ"Spokesman for CPRF on 'Motion on Impeachment against S. Korean President,'" Korean Central News Agency, 
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14 March 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "Cho'p'yבngt'ongtaebyבn'in namjosבn'esד'בi t'anhaek sat'ae'nדn 

chבƴƎŎƘϥƛōŀƭƭŀƴΣ ǺƛƘƻŜϥƪϥǳŘŜǘϥŀΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ мп aŀǊŎƘ нллпΣ ǿǿǿΦƪŎƴŀΦŎƻΦƧǇΦ 

Mid March 2004  

According to the Tokyo Shinbun, US special envoy Joseph DeTrani and North Korean Ambassador to the United 

Nations Pak Kil-ȅǂƴ ǎŜŎǊŜǘƭȅ Ƴet in New York to discuss ways to resolve the nuclear crisis.  

τYonhap News Agency, 5 April 2004, in "Japan Daily: DPRK, US Held 'Behind-the-Scenes Meeting' in Mar," OSC 

Document KPP20040405000072. 

16 March 2004  

North Korea's Korean Central News Agency states that Pyongyang was forced to cancel the 15 March meeting of 

the North-South Committee for the Promotion of Economic Cooperation because the impeachment of South 

Korean President Roh Moo-hyun has created a "state of anarchy and is making it impossible for both sides to have 

safe contacts."  

τ"Telephone Message to Chairman of South Side," Korean Central News Agency, 16 March 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; 

Hans Greimel, "North Korea Stokes Dispute over Scuttled Talks, Cites South Korean 'Anarchy'," Associated Press, 16 

March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Sang-Hun Choe, "North Korea Claims South in 'Anarchy'," 

Associated Press, March 16 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

16 March 2004  

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Jianchao says, "The Chinese side has completed a concept paper [on the 

creation of working groups for the Six-party Talks]. We have submitted the paper to the other five parties 

concerned for opinion." Concurrently, South Korea's Deputy Foreign Minister Lee Su-hyǂk arrives in Beijing to 

discuss the setup of working groups and the Six-party Talks.  

τ"China Produces Concept Paper in Drive to Resolve N Korea Nuclear Standoff," Agence France Presse, 16 March 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "China Drafts Principles for Working Group on North Korea," 

Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 16 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Ted Anthony, "South Korean 

Envoy Arrives in China for Talks on North Korean Nuclear Program," Associated Press, 16 March 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "China Foreign Minister Heads to N Korea on Rare Visit, Likely with Sweetener," 

AFX News, 23 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

17 March 2004  

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei says he wants IAEA 

inspectors to return to North Korea "as early as possible" with "comprehensive" rights to examine nuclear 

facilities. Speaking after a meeting with U.S. President George W. Bush and National Security Advisor Condoleezza 

Rice, he refers to the previous limits on IAEA inspectors prior to being expelled by Pyongyang at the end of 2002.  

τMichael Adler, "UN Inspectors Would Need 'Comprehensive' Mandate in North Korea; IAEA," Agence France 

Presse, 18 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Michael Adler, "UN Agency to Work with US on 

Monitoring North Korean Nuclear Program," Agence France Presse, 19 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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19 March 2004  

Referring to combined U.S.-South Korean military exercises, a North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesperson says 

that North Korea is forced to boost its nuclear arsenal in "quality and quantity" because the U.S. continues its 

"increased military threat."  

τ" U.S. Urged to Ponder over Unpredictable Consequences to Be Entailed by Its Provocations," Korean Central 

News Agency, 19 March 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; Sang-Hun Choe, "North Korea Threatens to Increase Nuclear 

Deterrent in 'Quality and Quantity'," Associated Press, 19 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 March 2004  

In a report to Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party, the Japanese Foreign Ministry calls on North Korea to 

abandon its nuclear program "in a complete, verifiable and irreversible manner." The report also expresses 

concerns about North Korea's ballistic missile program.  

τ "Japan Renews Call on N. Korea to Completely Abandon Nuke Programs," Japan Economic Newswire, 19 March 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

24 March 2004  

North Korean leader Kim Jong Il meets with visiting Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing to coordinate and discuss 

the prospects of a third round of Six-party Talks.  

τ"Chinese FM Meets with North Korea's Kim Jong-Il," Agence France Presse, 24 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Associated Press, in "N. Korean Leader, Chinese Aide Discuss Arms," Washington Post, 

25 March 2004, in ProQuest, http://proquest.umi.com; "N. Korea's Kim Meets Chinese FM," United Press 

International, 24 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

27 March 2004  

Radio Pyongyang reiterates that the DPRK will never accept the demand for "complete, verifiable and irreversible 

dismantling" of its nuclear weapons programs first. The broadcast insists the United States must provide economic 

aid and written security guarantees first and that North Korea has the right to keep civilian nuclear programs.  

τ"North Korea Rejects Complete Disarmament," Korea Herald, 29 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; "North Korean Radio Criticizes US Demand for Nuclear Dismantlement," BBC Monitoring, 27 March 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Joseph Kahn, "North Korea Rejects U.S. Demand to Scrap Its 

Nuclear Programs," New York Times, 28 March 2004, in ProQuest, http://proquest.umi.com. 

29 March 2004  

South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon visits Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing and Assistant Foreign 

Minister Dai Bingguo in Beijing to discuss the creation of a working group for the Six-party Talks framework. Ban 

also asks Li, who visited Pyongyang to discuss the Six-party Talks 23-25 March, to work to grant asylum to North 

Korean defectors detained in China for humanitarian reasons.  

τChoi Soung-ah, "Foreign Ministers Meet on N.K. Nukes," Korea Herald, 30 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "China, South Korea Agree on Early Start for North Nuclear Issue Working Group," BBC 

Monitoring, 30 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "China, South Korea Push Six-Party Working 



   
 

 

Related content is available on the website for the Nuclear Threat Initiative, www.nti.org. 

This material is produced independently for NTI by the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies at the  
Monterey Institute of International Studies and does not necessarily reflect the opinions of and has not been  
independently verified by NTI or its directors, officers, employees, or agents. Copyright © 2011 by MIIS. 

 

Group," Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 29 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Seoul, Beijing 

Discuss NK Nuke Issue," Korea Times, 30 March 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

5 April 2004  

Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers Party, argues in an editorial for North Korea's nuclear 

development as "a legitimate self-defense measure" against a possible "US preemptive nuclear attack." It cites the 

preemptive strike on Iraq and military exercises with South Korea as evidence of US intentions to "provoke a war 

against the North."  

τ"U.S. Should Not Act Rashly," Korean Central News Agency, 5 April 2004, www.kcna.co.jp. 

6 April 2004  

A commentary by North Korea's Korean Central News Agency condemns the "1-4-2-1 defense strategy worked 

out" by the US Department of Defense. The 1-4-2-1 strategy refers to the US force-sizing construct that can 

"defend the homeland, deter forward in and from four regions, and conduct two, overlapping 'swift defeat' 

campaigns."  

τ"KCNA Assails U.S. 'Defense Strategy,' " Korean Central News Agency, 7 April 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; The National 

Military Strategy of the United States of America, 2004, Office of the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, in American 

Forces Information Service, www.defenselink.mil.  

6 April 2004  

South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon confers by telephone with his Japanese counterpart Yoriko Kawaguchi 

to discuss the standoff over North Korea's nuclear program and other issues. They agree to discuss ways to 

convene a working group session of Six-Party Talks at their upcoming meeting in San Francisco.  

τ"S. Korean, Japan FMs exchange views on DPRK Nuclear issue," Xinhua News Agency, 6 April 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

www.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan, S.Korea Confirm N.Korea Policy Coordination," Jiji Press Service, 6 April 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, www.lexis-nexis.com. 

7-8 April 2004  

US Assistant Secretary of State James Kelly, South Korean Deputy Foreign Minister Yi Su-Ƙȅǂƪ ŀƴŘ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ 

Ministry Director General Mitoji Yabunaka hold "information trilateral consultations" in San Francisco. They 

conclude that the six-party working group should be convened as soon as possible, ideally by the end of the 

month.  

τ"US Wants to Hold DPRK Nuclear Working Group Talks this Month," Xinhua News Agency, 9 April 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, www.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan, South Korea, US Begin Talks on North Korea Working Group," Kyodo News 

Service, 8 April 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, www.lexis-nexis.com.  

8 April 2004  

Kim Il-ŎƘϥǂƭΣ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜϥǎ !ǊƳŜŘ CƻǊŎŜǎΣ ŀǊƎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊŎŜ 

North Korea to increase its "nuclear deterrent force." Kim spoke at a celebration to mark the 11th anniversary of 

Kim Jong Il's election as chairman of the National Defense Commission.  

τ"Kim Il-ŎƘϥǂƭΣ ϦLƴƳƛƴƳǳǊȅǂƪǇǳƧŀƴƎ ƳƛƎǳƎƛ ǿƛƘȅǂǇƘŀƭǎǳǊƻƪ ŎƘƻǎǂƴǺƛ ƘŀŜƪǂƪŎƘŜǊȅǂƪǘƻ ƪŀƴƎƘǿŀΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 
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News Agency, 9 April 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "11th Anniversary of Kim Jong Il's Election as Chairman of NDC of 

DPRK," 9 April 2004, www.kcna.co.jp. 

10 April 2004  

South Korea's Deputy Foreign Minister Yi Su-Ƙȅǂƪ ǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀϥǎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

dismantled in accordance with CVID [complete, verifiable and irreversible dismantlement].  

τ"South Korean Minister Reiterates Call for North Nuclear Disarmament," Yonhap News Agency, 10 April 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, www.lexis-nexis.com; "S. Korea, US, Japan Hope for Working Group Meeting on Nuclear Issue by 

April," Xinhua News Service, 10 April 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

12 April 2004  

The New York Times reports that Abdul Qadeer Khan told interrogators he made a trip to North Korea five years 

ago and was shown three nuclear devices in a secret underground nuclear facility.  

τDavid E. Sanger, "Pakistani Says He Saw North Korean Nuclear Devices," New York Times, 13 April 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Pakistani Scientist Says He Saw Three North Korean Nuclear Bombs: Report," 

Agence France Presse, 13 April 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-ƴŜȄƛǎΦŎƻƳΤ YƛƳ WŀŜƘƻΣ ϦϥtǳƪƘŀƴǎǂ 

ƘŀŜƪŎƘŀƴƎŎƘϥƛ оƎŀŜ ōǿŀǘǘŀΣϥ ǇϥŀƪϥƛǎǺǘϥŀƴ ϥƘŀŜƴƎƳǳƎƛ ŀōǂƧƛϥ ƪϥŀƴōŀƪǎŀ ŎƘǳƧŀƴƎΣϦ Chosun Ilbo, 14 April 2006, 

www.kinds.or.kr.  

15 April 2004  

While visiting Fudan University in Shanghai, US Vice President Dick Cheney says he hopes the negotiations at the 

Six-Party Talks will result in a nuclear-free Korean peninsula. Cheney insists on complete, verifiable, and 

irreversible dismantlement (CVID) of North Korea's nuclear development programs.  

τ"Cheney Hopes Six-Party Talks to Result in Nuclear-Free Peninsula," Xinhua News Agency, 16 April 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Lim Chang-won, "Cheney Winds Up Asian Tour with Call for support on Iraq, 

North Korea," Agence France Presse, 16 April 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

16 April 2004  

US Vice President Dick Cheney tells South Korean officials that the Six-Party Talks need to reconvene at an early 

date ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǎǘŀƴŘƻŦŦΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀϥǎ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ Yƻ YǂƴΣ /ƘŜƴŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ 

voices concerns that North Korea could proliferate nuclear weapons technology to terrorist groups.  

τ"Cheney Reiterates Concern about N.K's Nuclear Proliferation," Yonhap News Agency, 17 April 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, www.lexis-nexis.com; "Dick Cheney Says Need to Resolve N Korean Standoff Soon," Yonhap News Agency, 

BBC Monitoring, 17 April 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, www.lexis-nexis.com.  

18 April 2004  

A spokesman for the DPRK Foreign Ministry assails US Vice President Dick Cheney's remarks demanding that North 

Korea dismantle its nuclear programs completely. The spokesman adds that North Korea will not consider 

complete dismantlement (CVID) and will not tolerate economic sanctions.  

τϦ/ƘƻǎǂƴǿƻŜƳǳǎǂƴƎŘŀŜōȅǂƴϥƛƴ ƪƻƴƎƘǿŀƎǳƪϥǺƭ ƳƻƘŀƳƘŀƴǺƴ ƳƛƎǳƪǇǳŘŀŜǘϥƻƴƎƴȅǂƴƎ ŎƘϥŜƛƴƛǺƛ ƳŀƴƎōŀƭϥǺƭ 
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kyut'an," Korean Central News Agency, 19 April 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "DPRK Foreign Ministry Spokesman Blasts 

Cheney's Anti-DPRK Remarks," Korean Central News Agency, 19 April 2004, www.kcna.co.jp.  

19-21 April 2004  

North Korean leader Kim Jong Il visits Beijing for three days and tells Chinese President Hu Jintao and other 

Chinese leaders that North Korea seeks to resolve the nuclear issue peacefully. Kim is accompanied by members of 

his cabinet and the National Defense Commission.  

τϦYƛƳ WƻƴƎ Lƭ ŎƘϥƻƴƎōƛǎǂ ŎƘǳƴƎƘǿŀϥƛƴƳƛƴϥƪƻƴƎƘǿŀƎǳƪϥǺƭ ǇƛƎƻƴƎǎƛƪ ǇŀƴƎƳǳƴΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ но 

!ǇǊƛƭ нллпΣ ǿǿǿΦƪŎƴŀΦŎƻΦƧǇΤ YƛƳ ¸ǂƴƎ-sik, "Kim Jong Il-Iǳ Wƛƴǘŀƻ ŎƘǂƴƎǎŀƴƎƘƻŜŘŀƳΣ ǎŀƳŘŀŜǺƛƧŀŜǊƻ ōƻƴ ƘƻŜŘŀƳ 

ŎƘǂƴƳŀƴƎΣϦ Donga Ilbo, 20 April 2004, www.kinds.or.kr; Jim Yardly, "Kim Jong Il's Invisible Summit in China, " 

International Herald Tribune, 21 April 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Taro Karasaki, "Secret 

Summit," Asahi News Service, 23 April 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "China, DPRA Agreed to 

Continue Pushing Forward Six-Party Talks Process," Xinhua News Agency, 21 April 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

28 April 2004  

The Washington Post reports that the United States is preparing to raise its estimate of the number of nuclear 

weapons held by North Korea from "possibly two" to at least eight.  

τGlenn Kessler, "N. Korea Nuclear Estimate To Rise; U.S. Report to Say Country Has At Least 8 Bombs," 

Washington Post, 28 April 2004, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea May Have Eight Nuclear Bombs: US 

report," Agence France Presse, 28 April 2006, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

29 April 2004  

Chinese special envoy Ning Fukui arrives in Seoul and says that countries should be more flexible and take a 

realistic approach so progress can be made. He also urged for in-depth talks at the working group talks to be held 

in May.  

τSeo Hyun-jin, "N. Korean Nuclear Negotiations Regain Momentum," Korea Herald, 30 April 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N Korea Agrees to Fresh Nuclear Talks, but Warns of 'Hurdle' Ahead," Agence France 

Presse, 29 April 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

29 April 2004  

A DPRK Foreign Ministry spokesman demands that the US abandon its "hostile policy" in exchange for 

dismantlement of North Korea's nuclear weapon program under the principle of "reward for freeze."  

τϦ/ƘƻǎǂƴǿƻŜƳǳǎǂƴƎŘŀŜōȅǂƴϥƛƴ сŎƘŀƘƻŜŘŀƳǎƛƭƳǳ ƎǺǊǳōōŀƘƻŜǺƛϥŜǎǂ ϥǘƻƴƎƎȅǂƭ ǘŀŜ ǇƻǎŀƴƎϥ ŀƴϥǺƭ ǘϥƻǺƛϥƘŀƭƎǂǘǎǺƭ 

chujang," Korean Central News Agency, 30 April 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "Spokesman of DPRK Demands Discussion 

over Reward for Freeze in Working Group Meeting," Korean Central News Agency, 30 April 2004, www.kcna.co.jp.  

29 April 2004  

Adam Ereli, deputy spokesman of the US Department of State, denies knowledge of a new US government 

estimate that raises North Korea's nuclear devices to eight or more. Ereli confirms that six party working group 

meetings will begin in Beijing on May 12, 2004.  
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τ"South Korea Downplays US Report on Estimate of North's Nuclear Weapons," Yonhap News Agency, BBC 

Monitoring, 29 April 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Adam Ereli, Daily Press Briefing, 

www.state.gov; Daily Press Briefing, 29 April 2004, U.S. Department of State, www.state.gov.  

30 April 2004  

US State Department spokesman Richard Boucher says the United States will not "pay [North Korea] not to do 

things [nuclear development] it shouldn't have been doing in the first place."  

τDaily Press Briefing, 29 April 2004, U.S. Department of State, www.state.gov; "U.S. Dismissed Rewards for N.K. to 

Resolve Nuclear Impasse," Yonhap News Agency, 1 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 May 2004  

A North Korean radio broadcast accuses the United States of preparing for a preemptive nuclear attack, citing 

combined military exercises with South Korea as well as the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in 2003.  

τ"North Korea Says US Preparing for 'Pre-emptive Nuclear Attack'," BBC Monitoring, 2 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

3 May 2004  

U.S. State Department spokesman Richard Boucher says China's special envoy to North Korea Ning Fukui met with 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage to discuss how to proceed with the first working group meeting 

for the Six-Party Talks. Ning also met with U.S. special envoy to the Six-Party Talks Joseph DeTrani and Assistant 

Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs James Kelly.  

τDaily Press Briefing, U.S. Department of State, 3 May 2004, www.state.gov; "U.S., China Mull N. Korea Nukes 

before 6-Party Working Group Meeting," BBC Monitoring, 3 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

"China's Special Envoy Discusses North Korea Talks with US Officials," BBC Monitoring, 4 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

4 May 2004  

The Financial Times publishes Selig Harrison's feature story based on his April 2004 two-hour discussion with North 

Korean lŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀϥǎ YƛƳ ¸ǂƴƎ-nam, president of the Supreme People's Assembly, reportedly stated that 

Pyongyang "would never allow such transfers [of nuclear material] to al-Qaeda or anyone else."  

τSelig Harrison, "Inside North Korea: Leaders Open to Ending Nuclear Crisis," Financial Times, 4 May 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Victor Mallet, "North Korea Offers US Pledge on Weapons," Financial 

Times, 4 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

4 May 2004  

Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers Party, cites Israel's nuclear weapons program and attacks 

the United States for what it views as an "unfair and unjustifiable double standard."  

τϦwƻŘƻƴƎǎƛƴƳǳƴ ƘŀŜƪŎƘǂƴǇϥŀǺƛ ƪƻƴƎōǂƳƧŀΣ ǇǳƭƎƻƴƎƧǂƴƎƘŀƴ н ŎƘǳƴƎƎƛƧǳƴΣϦ YƻǊŜan Central News Agency, 4 May 

2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "U.S. Slammed for Shutting Its Eyes to Israel's Nuclear Program," Korean Central News 

Agency, 4 May 2004, www.kcna.co.jp. 
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4-7 May 2004  

! {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀƴ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŘ ōȅ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ƘǂƴƎ {Ŝ-hyǂn visits Pyongyang to discuss the upcoming 

Six-Party Talks working group meeting and inter-Korean exchanges. The DPRK abruptly ends the meeting without 

reaching an agreement, demanding instead a cessation of U.S.-ROK combined military exercises.  

τYƻƴƎ ¸ǂng-ǳƴƎΣ Ϧс ŎƘŀƘƻŜŘŀƳ мн ƛƭ ƪŀŜŎƘϥƻŜ ǘŀƴƎǎŀƎǳƪǘǺƭǺƛ ǳƳƧƛƎƛƳΣϦ Munhwa Ilbo, 4 May 2004, in KINDS, 

www.kinds.or.kr; Kim Kwang, "Two Koreas to Open Cabinet-Level Talks Tuesday," Yonhap News Agency, 4 May 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "South Korean Minister to Push North on Six-way Talks at 

Pyongyang Meeting," BBC Monitoring, 3 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Soo-jeong Lee, 

"South Korea Hopes to Use Inter-Korean Talks This Week to Discuss Nuclear Issue," Associated Press, 4 May 2004, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

12-14 May 2004  

The six-party talks working group meets in Beijing to discuss the North Korea nuclear issue. The stalemated 

meeting ends with the North Korean delegation vowing to never accept US' demands for complete dismantlement.  

τO Kwang-ƧƛƴΣ ϦtǳƪƘŀŜƪ с ŎƘŀ ƘƻŜŘŀƳ ǘŀǺƳǘŀƭϥŜ ƪŀǘƪƛǊƻΣϦ IŀƴϥƎǳƪ YȅǂƴƎƧŜ, 15 May 2004, in KINDS, 

www.kinds.or.kr; "US, North Korea May Meet Bilaterally on Sidelines of Beijing Talks," BBC Monitoring, 12 May 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Cindy Sui, "Working Level Talks End as N Korea Vows Never to 

Accept US Demands," Agence France Presse, 14 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

18-22 May 2004  

United Nations Special Envoy Maurice F. Strong visits Pyongyang to discuss ways to resolve the North Korea 

nuclear issue, as well as other issues. Strong says North Korea will continue to develop its nuclear program.  

τ"UN Envoy Arrives in N. Korea for Talks on Nukes," Japan Economic Newswire, 18 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Special Envoy of UN Secretary General Arrives," Korean Central News Agency, 18 May 

2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "UN Envoy in DPR of Korea for Talks on Nuclear Program," UN News Center, 18 May 2004, 

www.un.org, Joe McDonald, "U.N. Envoy: North Korea Vows to Push Ahead with Nuclear Development," 

Associated Press, 22 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 May 2004  

Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers Party, accuses the United States of preparing for a 

preemptive nuclear attack on North Korea and creating "a dangerous situation on the Korean peninsula in which a 

nuclear war may break out." The paper cites U.S. combined military exercises with South Korea and Japan as 

evidence that an attack is imminent.  

τ"U.S. Plan for Preemptive Nuclear Attack Denounced," Korean Central News Agency, 19 May 2004, 

www.kcna.co.jp. 

19 May 2004  

U.S. State Department deputy spokesman Adam Ereli tells reporters that the United States will not provide light-

water reactors to North Korea in exchange for nuclear dismantlement.  

τDaily Press Briefing, U.S. Department of State, 19 May 2004, ww.state.gov; "US Rejects North Korean Request for 

Nuclear Reactor," Agence France Presse, 19 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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22 May 2004  

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi visits Kim Jong Il in Pyongyang to discuss the nuclear issue, as well as 

other security and bilateral issues. The summit ends without significant breakthroughs in resolving the nuclear 

stalemate.  

τJames Brooke, "North Korea and Japan Sign a Deal on Abductions," New York Times, 23 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Eric Talmadge, "Koizumi Faces Criticism after Returning from North Korea with 

Abductees' Children," Associated Press, 23 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Koizumi, Kim Fail 

to Reach Breakthrough on Nuke Issue," Kyodo News Service, 22 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

22 May 2004  

According to a New York Times report, the International Atomic Energy Agency found strong evidence that two 

tons of enriched uranium secretly delivered in 2001 to Libya for its covert nuclear program came from North 

Korea. The evidence is attributed to interviews with members of the secret supplier network set up by Pakistani 

scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan.  

τDavid E. Sanger and William J. Broad, "Evidence Is Cited Linking Koreans to Libya Uranium," New York Times, 22 

May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; George Jahn, "Suspected North Korean Sale of Uranium to 

Libya Raises Concerns of North's Role in Nuclear Black Market," Associated Press, 23 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Stephen Fidler, "North Korea 'Gave Libya Material for Nuclear Arms'," Financial Times, 

26 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

24 May 2004  

An unidentified South Korean official says the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade is searching for other 

terminology to replace "complete, verifiable, and irreversible dismantlement." The official believes the phrase 

commonly referred to as CVID, which North Korea has objected to in the past, is perceived as threatening by North 

Korea.  

τϦIŀƴϥƎǳƪΣ ϥ/±L5ϥ ǘŀŜŎƘϥŜ ȅƻƴƎϥǂ ƪǳǎŀƴƎƧǳƴƎΣϦ aŀŜƛƭ YȅǂƴƎƧŀŜ ¢±, 24 May 2004, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr; "S 

Korea Seeking 'Alternative Wording' of US Demand in Pyongyang Nuclear Standoff," Financial Times, 24 May 2004, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

24 May 2004  

The Korean Central News Agency in Pyongyang accuses the United States of attempting to pressure North Korea 

on nuclear issues by launching a "human rights offensive" with false reports on North Korean human rights 

violations.  

τ"KCNA Refutes U.S. Talk about Human Rights and Democracy," Korean Central News Agency, 24 May 2004, 

www.kcna.co.jp; "N. Korea Denounces U.S. Human Rights Report as 'Hypocrisy'," Yonhap News Agency, 24 May 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

25 May 2004  

Stephen Rademaker, acting U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for Arms Control, refuses to confirm that North Korea 

supplied Libya with uranium in 2001 and whether it was enriched.  
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τStephen Fidler, "North Korea 'Gave Libya Material for Nuclear Arms'," Financial Times, 26 May 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

25 May 2004  

A commentary by the DPRK's Korean Central News Agency claims that the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) and 

related U.S. efforts aimed at North Korea "compels the DPRK to maintain and increase its nuclear means."  

τ"KCNA Brand U.S. as Ringleader of Nuclear Proliferation," Korean Central News Agency, 25 May 2004, "N.K. 

Claims U.S. Interdiction Plan Forced It to Develop Nukes," Yonhap News Agency, 25 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.l exis-nexis.com. 

29 May 2004  

North Korea's Central News Agency denies the alleged illegal sale of uranium to Libya as a "false story" and "sheer 

fabrication."  

τ"KCNA Refutes Misinformation about 'Illegal Sale of Uranium Hexaflouride'," Korean Central News Agency, 29 

May 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korea Denies Enriched Uranium Sale to Libya," BBC Monitoring, 29 May 2004, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

29 May 2004  

U.S. State Department spokesman Richard Boucher says the United States sees "absolutely no future" in the KEDO 

light-water reactor project. The project, part of the 1994 Agreed Framework, was suspended in November 2003.  

τDaily Press Briefing, U.S. Department of State, 28 May 2004, ww.state.gov; "Spokesman Says US Sees 'No Future' 

in North Korea KEDO Reactor Project," BBC Monitoring, 29 May 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

1 June 2004  

²ǂƭƎŀƴ /Ƙƻǎǂƴ, a South Korean monthly newsmagazine, quotes an unidentified U.S. intelligence source as saying 

that A. Q. Khan provided North Korea with key equipments related to uranium enrichment. The magazine also 

reports that A. Q. Khan allegedly offered a nuclear bomb design to North Korea.  

τKim Yon-ƪǿŀƴƎΣ ϦIŀŜƪǎƛƭƘǂƳϥǺƛƭ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴϥŜǎǂ ƘŀƳƪƪŀŜ ƘŀŜǘǘŀΣϦ ²ǂƭƎŀƴ /Ƙƻǎǳƴ, June 2004, 

http://monthly.chosun.com; David E. Sanger, "Pakistani Says He Saw North Korean Nuclear Devices," New York 

Times, 12 April 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http:/web.lexis-nexis.com/. 

1 June 2004  

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and Japan's Senior Vice Foreign Minister Ichiro Aisawa meet to coordinate 

their approaches to the Six-party Talks.  

τ"Moscow, Tokyo Reiterate Intention to Strengthen Interaction," ITAR-TASS News Agency, 1 June 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

3 June 2004  

South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon says he expects a new round of Six-Party Talks on North Korea's 

nuclear program to take place by the end of this month.  

τ"South Korean Minister Says Six Party Talks Expected by End of June," Yonhap News Agency, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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3 June 2004  

William Perry, Former U.S. Defense Secretary, criticizes the Bush administration saying that they have taken no 

action to stop the North Korean nuclear program. He also warns South Korea of the misconception that a North 

Korean nuclear program does not threaten the South.  

τChoi Soung-ah, "Perry Urges Joint Stance on N. Korea," Korea Herald, 3 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-ƴŜȄƛǎΦŎƻƳΤ tǳ IȅǂƴƎƎǿǂƴΣ ϦtŜǊǊȅ ŎƘǂƴ ƪǳƪǇŀƴƎƧŀƴƎƎǿŀƴ ϥƘŀƴϥƎǳƪ ƪǿŀƭƭƛŘǺƭ ǇǳƪƘŀŜƴƎƳǳƴƧŜ Ŝǎǂ 

ch'uksso," Donga Ilbo, 4 June 2004, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr. 

3 June 2004  

A spokesman for the North Korean Foreign Ministry blames the Bush administration for the halt of light water 

reactor (LWR) construction in North Korea. The spokesman says the U.S. administration "threw away the Agreed 

Framework, whose core issue is the provision of LWRs, like a pair of old shoes."  

τϦ/Ƙƻǎǂƴ ǿƻŜƳǳǎǂƴƎ ǘŀŜōȅǂƴϥƛƴ ƪȅǂƴƎǎǳǊƻ ϥǳƴƳȅǂƴƎϥ ƳǳƴƧŜϥŜ ǘŀŜƘŀƴ ƳƛƎǳƪƪǿŀ ƪϥŜŘƻϥǺƛ ƪǿŜōȅǂƴϥǺƭ ƪȅǳǘϥŀƴΣϦ 

Korean Central News Agency, 4 June 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korea Says USA 'Unilaterally' Scrapped 1994 

Agreement," 3 June 2004, BBC Monitoring, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

5 June 2004  

Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers' Party, publishes a commentary that says North Korea's 

self-defense capabilities are justified and the right choice. The article also accuses the U.S. Defense Department of 

increasing its budget for research and development of the Robust Nuclear Earth Penetrator [RNEP] to stifle North 

Korea.  

τϦ¦Ǌƛ ƪƻƴƎƘǿŀƎǳƪǺƭ ƘŀŜƪǺǊƻ ŀōǎǎŀƭƘŀǊȅǂƴǺƴ ƳǳƳƻƘŀƴ ŎƘϥŀŜƪŘƻƴƎΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ т WǳƴŜ нллпΣ 

www.kcna.co.jp. 

5 June 2004  

U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld warns in his speech in Singapore that protracted diplomatic negotiation is 

giving North Korea time to develop their nuclear weapons, which raises the risk of the weapons falling into 

terrorist hands.  

τJim Mannion, "Rumsfeld Warns of Growing Risk of North Korean Proliferation," Agence France Presse, 6 June 

2004, in Lexis-nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

6 June 2004  

Lee Soo-hyuck, South Korean Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, urges China to play a more substantive role in 

the next round of the Six-Party Talks to solve the long-running standoff over North Korea's nuclear program.  

τ"South Korea Appeals for 'More Substantive' Chinese Ideas at Nuclear Talks," Agence France Presse, 6 June 2004, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

7 June 2004  

Rodong Shinmun, the official daily of the Korean Worker's Party, criticizes a sub-critical nuclear experiment 

conducted in Nevada on May 25th as U.S. defiance and a threat to world peace. The commentary argues that the 

DPRK has the right to consolidate its nuclear deterrent in response to the U.S. nuclear preemptive strike against 
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the DPRK.  

τϦwƻŘƻƴƎ {ƛƴƳǳƴ ƳƛƎǳƪϥǺƛ ǊƛƳƎȅŜƧǂƴƘŀŜƪǎƛƘǂƳ ƪȅǳǘϥŀƴΣ ƘŀŜƪϥǂƪŎƘŜǊȅǂƪϥǺƛ ƪŀƴƎƘǿŀ ŎƘǳƧŀƴƎΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 

News Agency, 7 June 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "U.S. conducts subcritical nuclear test," Japan Economic Newswire, 25 

May, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

7 June 2004  

Junichiro Koizumi, Japanese Prime Minister says in a press conference that North Korea's leader Kim Jong Il is 

sincere about verifiably dismantling his country's nuclear program. Introducing his summit meeting with Kim on 

May 22, he adds that "I told him face to face that, if you compare what you gain from nuclear weapons with what 

you gain from dismantling them, it is like that difference between heaven and earth."  

τDavid Pilling, "N Korea 'Ready to Abandon Nuclear Arms'-Koizumi," Financial Times, 8 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; James Brooke, "Japan Leader Calls on North Korea to Dismantle Nuclear Program," 

New York Times, 8 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan's Koizumi Says North Korea 

Sincere About Dismantling," Agence France Presse, 8 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

8 June 2004  

Zhou Wenzhong, China's Deputy Foreign Minister, says in an interview with the New York Times that he has doubts 

about the Bush administration's claim that North Korea has a secret uranium enrichment program.  

τJoseph Kahn and Susan Chira, "Chinese Official Challenges U.S. Stance on North Korea," New York Times, 9 June 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Joseph Kahn and Susan Chira, "Beijing Doubts U.S. Claims on 

North Korean Nuclear Effort," International Herald Tribune, 10 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

ƴŜȄƛǎΦŎƻƳΤ YƛƳ ¸ǂƴƎǎƛƪΣ Ϧ/ƘǳƴƎ ǿƻŜƎȅƻōǳ ϥǇǳƪ ƘŀŜƪƪŀŜōŀƭ ŎƘǺƴƎƎǂ ǂǇǘŀϥ Ƴƛǿŀ ǂǇōŀƪŎƘŀΣϦ Donga Ilbo, 11 June 

2004, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr. 

10-11 June 2004  

At the G8 summit on Sea Island, Georgia reconfirms that member countries of the G8 support a comprehensive 

solution by diplomatic means to the DPRK nuclear issue. While G8 leaders conclude that North Korea's weapons 

activities are a "serious concern," Japanese Prime Minister says that North Korea doesn't want nuclear weapons.  

τ"Full text of G-8 Chairman's Summary," 11 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Roy Eccleston, 

"N Korea's Nuclear Ambitions Waning, Says Koizumi-G8 Summit," 10 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

11 June 2004  

The Japanese Trade Ministry announces it will ban a trading company in Nigata Prefecture from exporting goods 

for four months because the firm illegally exported to North Korea an inverter that could be used in nuclear 

weapons development.  

τ"Japanese Firm Sanctioned for Sending Potential Nuclear Part to North Korea," Kyodo News Service, 11 June 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11 June 2004  

A South Korean official says that South Korea is considering the provision of extraordinary energy aid to North 
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Korea if it commits to the "complete, verifiable, irreversible dismantlement [CVID]" of its nuclear program.  

τ"South Korea Considers Energy Aid to North in Return for Nuclear Dismantling," Yonhap News Agency, 11 June 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11 June 2004  

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell meets with Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing to discuss the nuclear crisis on 

the Korean Peninsula.  

τ"US, China Foreign Ministers Set to Discuss Korean Nuclear Crisis," Agence France Presse, 11 June 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Powell Meets Chinese FM Li on N. Korea, Taiwan, Trade," Japan Economic 

Newswire, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

13-14 June 2004  

Senior officials from the United States, South Korea, and Japan hold preparatory talks ahead of a multilateral 

meeting over ending North Korea's nuclear weapons program.  

τ"S Korean Delegate Calls 'Strategy' Talks with US, Japan 'Useful'," Yonhap News Agency, 15 June 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-ƴŜȄƛǎΦŎƻƳΤ YƛƳ /ƘǂƴƎƪƻƴΣ Ϧ²ǂǎƛƴƎǘǂƴ ƘŀƴƳƛϥƛƭ ǎŀƳƧŀ ƘȅǂǇǺƛƘƻŜΣϦ Hankook Ilbo, 14 June 

2004, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr; "Officials from US, South Korea and Japan discuss nuclear crisis," Channel 

NewsAsia, 15 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

15 June 2004  

In a speech marking the anniversary of the North-South summit meeting in 2000, South Korean President Roh 

Moo-Hyun offers to extend "comprehensive and concrete" economic aid to North Korea if it scraps its nuclear 

program.  

τKim Kwang, "S. Korea Offers N. Korea Massive Economic Aid on Resolution of Nuclear Program," Yonhap News 

Agency, 15 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "President Roh Pledges 'Comprehensive' 

Economic Aid to North Korea," Agence France Presse, 15 June 2006, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

15 June 2004  

U.S. Department of States spokesman Richard Boucher renews the call for the "complete, verifiable and 

irreversible dismantlement" (CVID) of North Korea's nuclear programs at a press briefing.  

τ"US Spokesman Reaffirms Stance on North Korea's Nuclear Programme," BBC Monitoring, 16 June 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

15 June 2004  

A spokesman for the DPRK Foreign Ministry rejects the call for "complete, verifiable and irreversible 

dismantlement." The [North] Korean Central News Agency repeats a similar argument in its commentary.  

τϦ/Ƙƻǎǂƴ ǿƻŜƳǳǎǂƴƎ ǘŀŜōȅǂƴƛƴ ŎƘŜǎŀƳŎƘϥŀ ȅǳƪƧŀƘƻŜŘŀƳ ƳǳƴƧŜϥŜ ǂƴϥƎǺǇ Ƴƛƪǳƪϥƛ /±L5 ƪƻƧƛǇƘŀƳȅǂƴ ƘƻŜŘŀƳ 

ƪȅǂƭƎǿŀǊǳƭ ƪƛŘŀŜ ǂǇƪŜ ǘƻŜƭƎǂǘΣϦ YƻǊŜŀ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ мс WǳƴŜ нллпΣ ǿǿǿΦƪŎƴŀΦŎƻΦƧǇΤ Ϧ{ǇƻƪŜǎƳŀƴ ŦƻǊ 5twY 

FM Ministry on Third Round of Six-Party Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 16 June 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; 

"KCNA Refutes U.S. Call for DPRK's CVID," Korean Central News Agency, 16 June 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "North 
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Korea attacks US stance on complete nuclear dismantling," BBC Monitoring, 15 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

15 June 2004  

Kyodo News Service cites an unidentified Japanese source and reports that North Korea will be able to produce 

enough highly-enriched uranium in three years to make two to four nuclear devices.  

τ"Japanese Study Analyses North Korea's Weapons Production Capability," Kyodo News Service, 15 June 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N Korea Can Enrich Uranium for 2-4 Nuke Bombs in 3 Years: Expert," 

Japan Economic Newswire, 15 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

16 June 2004  

Governor of New Mexico Bill Richardson calls for a shift of strategy against North Korea's nuclear program.  

τ Anthony Faiola, "Richardson Urges Shift in U.S. Tack on N. Korea," Washington Post, 17 June 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

16 June 2004  

South Korea's Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon downplays the principle of "complete, verifiable and irreversible 

dismantlement" of North Korea's nuclear program, saying that the terminology is not important.  

τ"Seoul Aims for Progress in Nuke Talks," Korea Herald, June 17, 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

17 June 2004  

Senior South Korean officials review a plan to provide North Korea with energy and other economic assistance if it 

agrees to dismantle its nuclear program.  

τ"South Korea Holds Security Ministers' Meeting on Nuclear Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 17 June 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "South Korean Security officials discuss nuclear issue of six party talks," BBC 

Monitoring, 17 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

21 June 2004  

Six-party Talks officials hold a second working-group meeting to prepare the third round of six-party talks.  

τ"Six Countries Begin Working-level Nuclear Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 21 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Working Group Meeting Begins to Prepare for Third Round of Six Party Talks," Xinhua 

News Agency, 21 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

22 June 2004  

Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Wang Yi emphasizes that North Korea's nuclear issue must be solved peacefully 

through dialogue.  

τ"Chinese Vice FM Elaborates China's Stance on Nuclear Talks," Xinhua News Agency, 22 June 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

23 June 2004  

Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the [North] Korean Workers' Party, denounces the United States' demand for 

North Korea to "scrap" its nuclear program first and without assurances and benefits.  
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τϦwƻŘƻƴƎ ǎƛƴƳǳƴ ōŀƪŜǊǺƛ ǇǳƴǎǳǂǇƴǺƴ ƳƻƭǎŀƴƎǎƛƪƘŀƴ ŎƘϥǂǎŀΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ нп WǳƴŜ нллпΣ 

http://kcna.co.jp; "North Korea warns US against raising 'brigandish demands' at six-party talks," Yonhap News 

Agency, 24 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

23-26 June 2004  

At the third round of six-party talks, the U.S. delegation presents comprehensive proposals including energy 

provision and security guarantee in exchange for dismantlement of North Korea's nuclear program. North Korea's 

Vice Foreign Minister Kim Kye-gwan warns his U.S. counterpart Assistant Secretary of State James Kelly that North 

Korea will test a nuclear weapon unless the Unites States accepts its proposal of reward for nuclear freeze.  

τYǳƪ ƪƛȅƻƴΣ [ŜŜ {ŀƴƎƳƛƴΣ Ϧtǳƪ ϥƳƛ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎƘƛǿǂƴŘŘŀŜƴ ƘŀŜƪŘƻƴƎƎȅǂƭϥ ƪȅǂƴƎƧŀŜōƻƴƎǎǿŀŜ ƘŀŜƧŀŜ ŘǺƴƎ ȅƻƪǳϥŀŜƴ 

ǎƛƴŎƘϥǳƪ ȅƛǇŎƘŀƴƎ ǇȅƻƳȅǂƴƎΣϦ Segye Ilbo, 26 June 2004, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr; "Text of Chairman's Statement 

Issued at End of N Korea Nuclear Talks," Agence France Presse, 26 June 2006, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; "US says atmosphere of six-party talks 'constructive'," Xinhua News Service, 25 June 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea Threatens to Test Nuclear Weapon," Yonhap News Agency, 25 

June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

28 June 2004  

A spokesman for DPRK Foreign Ministry welcomes Washington's willingness to consider rewarding North Korea in 

exchange for freezing its nuclear program. However, he dismisses the proposed U.S. timetable of three months to 

shut down and seal its nuclear facilities, labeling the proposal as "unrealistic."  

τϦ/Ƙƻǎǂƴ ǿƻŜƳǳǎǂƴƎŘŀŜōȅǂƴϥƛƴ ŎƘŜǎŀƳŎƘϥŀ ȅǳƪŎƘŀƘƻŜŘŀƳ ŎƘƛƴƘŀŜƴƎƧǂƴƎƘǂƴƎŜ ǂƴϥƎǺǇΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ 

Agency, 29 June 2004, http://kcna.co.jp; "North Korean spokesman notes 'positive progress' at six-way talks," BBC 

monitoring, 28 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis; "N Korea rejects 'unrealistic' US offer but calls 

nuclear talks positive," Agence France Presse, 28 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North 

Korea rejects US timetable for disarmament Nuclear arms talks," Financial Times, 29 June 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

1 July 2004  

North Korea's ambassador to China Ch'oe Chin Su says that Pyongyang's recent Six-Party Talks proposal to freeze 

plutonium reprocessing only applies to those reprocessed after 10 January 2003. Plutonium excluded from this 

freeze proposal would leave enough fissile material for one or two nuclear warheads.  

τDPRK Envoy to PRC Says Nuclear Freeze Plan Only Covers Post-2003 Plutonium," Kyodo World News Service, 1 

July 2004, in OSC Document JPP20040701000090; "North Korean Nuclear Freeze Plan Only Covers Post 2003 

Material - Envoy," BBC Monitoring, 1 July 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 July 2004  

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell briefly talks with North Korean Foreign Minister Paek Nam Sun in Jakarta, 

Indonesia. Paek says that the only way to resolve the current standoff is through simultaneous actions by both the 

United States and North Korea. Powell tells Paek that North Korea must declare all of its nuclear activities and that 

if Pyongyang commits to disarming its nuclear weapons, the U.S. would make very quick progress on a 

comprehensive deal.  
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τPowell Meets North Korea's Foreign Minister Over Nuclear Issue," Yonhap News Agency, 2 July 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "Powell Discusses Nuclear Impasse with North Korean Foreign Minister," 

Associated Press, 1 July 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com Christopher Marquis, "Powell Meets 

Foreign Minister of North Korea to Discuss Arms," New York Times, 2 July 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com "Powell Meets DPRK FM on ASEAN Sidelines," Xinhua General News Service, 2 July 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

5 July 2004  

James A. Kelley, Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs and the chief U.S. negotiator to the 

Six-Party Talks, reconfirms the CVID principle in a U.S. Senate hearing, emphasizing that "the threat can be dealt 

with through multilateral diplomacy.  

τJames A. Kelly, Assistant Secretary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, "Dealing With North Korea's Nuclear 

Programs," Statement to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 15 July 2004, U.S. Department of State.  

6 July 2004  

The Rodong Sinmun, official daily of the Korean Workers' Party, argues that the U.S. proposal for "a three-month 

preparation period for nuclear disarmament" is "unrealistic" because it requires that Pyongyang freeze and 

dismantlement its nuclear program first before it can get any rewards.  

τU.S. Urged to Make Political Decision on Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 6 July 2004, www.kcna.co.jp, 

"DPRK Rejects US Proposal at 6-Way Talks as Similar to US 'Mideast' Method, Korean Central News Agency, 7 July 

нллпΣ ƛƴ h{/ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ YttнллплтлтллллопΤ ϦwƻŘƻƴƎ {ƛƴƳǳƴ ϥǳǊƛŜƎŜƴǺƴ ǘŀǊǺƴ ƴŀǊŀǺƛ ǇŀƴƎǎƛƪƛ ǘϥƻƴƎƘŀƭǎǳ ǂǇǘŀϥΣϦ 

Korean Central News Agency, 7 July 2004, www.kcna.co.jp.  

6 July 2004  

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell says North Korea should not receive a reward for dismantling a nuclear 

weapons program that it should not have started in the first place.  

τNorth Korea Dismisses U.S. Proposal on its Nuclear Arms Program," Yonhap News Agency, 6 July 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "US Secretary of State Rules Out Reward for North Korea," Yonhap News 

Agency, 7 July 2004, in OSC Document KPP20040707000012. 

9 July 2004  

U.S. National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice tells South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon in Seoul that 

North Korea will be surprised at how much is possible if it gives up all of its nuclear weapons programs.  

τNKorea to get 'Surprised (sic)' Rewards for Nuclear Dismantlement: Rice," Agence France Presse, 9 July 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "Rice Insists N.Korea Reveal Highly Enriched Uranium Program, Kyodo 

World Service, 7 July 2004, in OSC Document JPP20040709000120; Hwang Doo, "So Much Is Possible If P'Yang 

Gives Up Nuclear Ambitions: Rice," Yonhap News Agency, 9 July 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11 July 2004  

A broadcast on North Korea's state radio accuses the United States of developing a new type of nuclear weapon 

and only pretending to be interested in resolving the nuclear issue. The reference to the new type of nuclear 
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weapon is the Robust Nuclear Earth Penetrator (RNEP), commonly referred to as "bunker busters."  

τ"DPRK Accuses US of Developing 'New Type' of Nuclear Weapons," Yonhap News Agency, 11 July 2004, in OSC 

Document, KPP20040711000032; "Robust Nuclear Earth Penetrator Budget Request and Plan, FY2005-FY2009," 

CRS Report for Congress, 8 March 2004, www.nti.org.  

12 July 2004  

Japan's Asahi Shimbun quotes an unnamed U.S. official as stating that the United States would insist on North 

Korea giving up its ballistic missiles as well as its nuclear weapons for the United States to provide the DPRK with 

security assurances under a deal to denuclearize the Korean Peninsula.  

τChong Kwon-hyon, "Japanese Daily Cites US Official: US To Ask DPRK to Give Up 'Ballistic Missiles,'" Chosun Ilbo, 

мн Wǳƭȅ нллпΣ ƛƴ h{/ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΣ YttнллплтммллллрпΤ tŀǊƪ ²ǂƴ-jae, "Mi: 'puk t'andomisailto p'ogihaeya' 

ŀƴƧǂƴōƻƧŀƴƎ ǘŀŜƎŀ ȅƻƎǳƎȅŜƘƻŜƪΣϦ Donga Ilbo, 12 July 2004, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr. 

13 July 2004  

The DPRK DeǇǳǘȅ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦b Iŀƴ {ǂƴƎ-ȅǂƭ ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ¦Φ{Φ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊ /ƻƴŘƻƭŜŜȊȊŀ wƛŎŜϥǎ 

offer of a surprising reward in exchange for DPRK renunciation of its nuclear weapons programs by saying that 

North Korea is not interested in any deal that calls on the DPRK to give up its nuclear weapons now for the promise 

of an American reward later.  

τDPRK Envoy Shows 'Cool' Response to US Offer of 'Surprising Reward,'" Yonhap News Agency, 13 July 2004, in 

h{/ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΣ YttнллплтмоллллопΤ IƻƴƎ Yǿǂƴ-hui, ϦϥIŀŜƪ ǇϥƻƎƛ ƴƻƭƭŀƭƳŀƴƘŀƴ ǇƻǎŀƴƎϥ ǇǳƪƘŀƴ ϥƪǿŀƴǎƘƛƳǂǇǘŀϥ 

ilch'uk," Donga Ilbo, 14 July 2004, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr. 

14 July 2004  

A spokesman for the North Korean Foreign Ministry says Pyongyang will verifiably give up its nuclear weapons 

programs and return to the NPT after the United States drops its "hostile policy" towards the DPRK. The 

spokesman also says that while the DPRK's ultimate goal is denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, North Korea 

will continue to retain the right to nuclear activities for peaceful purposes.  

τFM Spokesman on DPRK's Stand on Nuclear Freeze and Way of Verification," Korean Central News Agency, 14 

July 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; Korean Central News Agency, in "DPRK FM Spokesman on 'Peaceful Purpose' Nuclear 

Activities, VerifƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ LǎǎǳŜΣϦ мп Wǳƭȅ нллпΣ h{/ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ YttнллплтмплллмлрΤ Ϧ/ƘƻǎǂƴǿƻŜƳǳǎǂƴƎ ǘŀŜōȅǂƴƛƴ 

ǘƻƴƎƎȅǂƭǘŀŜǎŀƴƎ Ƴƛǘ ƪǂƳƧǺƴƎōŀƴƎōǂǇϥŜ ǘŀŜƘŀƴ ǊƛǇŎƘŀƴƎϥǺƭ ŎƘϥǂƴƳȅǂƴƎΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ мп Wǳƭȅ 

2007, www.kcna.co.jp. 

15 July 2004  

An editorial on a North Korean website says that recent statements by a U.S. official saying that the DPRK will also 

have to give up its ballistic missiles as well as its nuclear weapons in order to receive security guarantees from the 

U.S. creates an artificial obstacle to progress within the Six-party Talks.  

τDPRK Website Asserts US Obstructs 'Smooth Progress' of Six-Party Talks," (Original title: "The United States 

Should Not Make a Miscalculation," by Kim Sun-ho) Uriminjokkkiri website, 14 July 2004 in OSC Document, 

KPP20040714000050. 
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20 July 2004  

Park Kil-ȅǂƴΣ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀϥǎ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ tȅƻƴƎȅŀƴƎ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŦǊŜŜȊŜ ƛǘǎ 

nuclear weapons programs in exchange for Washington's lifting of economic sanctions and providing two million 

kilowatts of electric power. Park also denies the existence of a uranium enrichment program and the admission of 

such a program to Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs James A. Kelly.  

τDPRK Ambassador to UN: DPRK 'Prepared to 'Give Up' Nuclear Weapons Program," Yonhap News Agency, 21 July 

2004, OSC Document KPP20040721000016; "DPRK Envoy to UN Says No Plans to Conduct Nuclear Tests," Kyodo 

World Service, 21 July 2004, OSC Document JPP20040721000012; "DPRK's UN Official Denies HEU Program, Admits 

to Possession of 'Nuclear Deterrent,'" Yonhap News Agency website, 21 July 2004, OSC Document 

KPP20040721000041. 

21 July 2004  

South Korean President Roh Moo-Hyun says the time will not be right for an inter-Korean summit with North Korea 

until sufficient progress is made in the Six-Party Talks to resolve the nuclear crisis.  

τROK Leader Rules Out Inter-Korean Summit Citing 'Burden' for DPRK Leader," Yonhap News Agency, 21 July 

2004, OSC Document KPP20040721000155; Yonhap News Agnecy, in "South Korean Minister Denies Reports of 

Inter-Korean Summit," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 20 July 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

21 July 2004  

U.S. Undersecretary of State for Arms Control and International Security John Bolton states that if Pyongyang 

makes the same "strategic decision" to give up its nuclear weapons that Libya did, then the North Korean regime 

will be able to stay in power.  

τYonhap News Agency, in "US Official Bolton on DPRK Says Regime Can Stay 'In Power' with WMD 

Abandonment," 21 July 2004, OSC Document KPP20040721000127; "US Arms Control Chief Urges N. Korea to 

Dismantle Nuke Program," Japan Economic Newswire, 21 July 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "US 

Won't Be Fooled Again by North Korea Nuclear Freeze: Bolton," Channel NewsAsia, 21 July 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

21 July 2004  

After meeting in South Korea, Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and South Korean President Roh Moo-

Hyun promise that they both will work to bring a quick end to the current North Korea nuclear standoff.  

τKoizumi, Roh Agree to Speed Up Work on N.Korea Nuke Issue," Japan Economic Newswire, 21 July 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "Roh, Koizumi Offer N.K Massive Aid, Diplomatic Ties for Nuke Resolution," 

Yonhap News Agency, 21 July 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com Wang Mian, "Roundup: Seoul-Tokyo 

Summit Ends in Resort Island without Necktie," Xinhua News Service, 21 July 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

27 July 2004  

Japanese Foreign Ministry spokesman Hatsuhisa Takashima says Russia and Japan share the same goal of a 

nuclear-free Korean Peninsula and that Russia is in a good position to provide energy aid to North Korea following 

North Korea's nuclear disarmament.  
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τSergei Karmalito and Alexander Potyomkin, "Tokyo, Moscow Equally Seek N Korea Denuclearization - Japan FM," 

ITAR-TASS, 27 July 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "Japan Says Tokyo, Moscow Both Seek North 

Korea Denuclearization," ITAR-TASS, 27 July 2004, in OSC Document, CEP20040727000101. 

1-2 August 2004  

The heads of the Chinese and South Korean delegations to the Six-Party Talks meet to discuss a working-level 

meeting for the next round of negotiations in September. Both Ning Fukui and Cho T'ae-ȅǂƴƎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜ ƻǾŜǊ 

North Korea's uranium enrichment program is the key to resolving the nuclear crisis.  

τ"Chinese Ambassador Flies to Seoul 1 Aug to Discuss Six Party Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 1 August 2004, OSC 

Document, KPP20040801000003; "Chinese Envoy in South Korea to Prepare for North Korea Nuclear Talks," 

Agence France Presse, 1 August 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "Seoul, Beijing Agree Uranium 

Issue Key to Solving Nuke Row," Yonhap News Agency, 2 August 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 August 2004  

An editorial in North Korea's aƛƴƧǳ /Ƙƻǎǂƴ, a publication of the DPRK cabinet, argues that recent U.S. threats to 

refer North Korea to the United Nations Security Council for economic sanctions are designed to suffocate the 

DPRK.  

τYu Yong-su, "The Right to Choose Belongs to Us, Too," Minju Choson, in "DPRKG Paper Criticizes US CVID 

Demand as 'Regime Overthrow' Bid" OSC Document, KPP20040721000090. 

3 August 2004  

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State James Kelly and South Korean Deputy Foreign Minister Lee Su-Ƙȅǂƪ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƻ 

prepare for the next round of the Six-Party Talks.  

τDaily Press Briefing, U.S. Department of State, 3 August 2004, www.state.gov; "S.Korea, US Hold Consultations 

on N.Korea Nuclear Issue," Yonhap News Agency, 4 August 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "ROK, 

US Discuss Reward for NK," Korea Times, 5 August 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

4 August 2004  

The Korean Central News Agency denies claims that top nuclear scientist Kim Kwang-bin has defected from North 

Korea and subsequently testified that Pyongyang has developed nuclear weapons using highly enriched uranium.  

τ"KCNA Dismisses Misinformation Spread by S. Korea 'Ministry of Unification'," Korean Central News Agency, 4 

August 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "ROK's Yonhap: N. Korea Denies Defection of Top Nuclear Scientist," Yonhap News 

Agency, 4 August 2004, OSC Document KPP20040804000077. 

9 August 2004  

Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers' Party, says that U.S. statements about leaving "all options 

on the table" undermine efforts to resolve the nuclear crisis diplomatically. Meanwhile South Korean officials 

argue the U.S. statements do not represent a change by the United States.  

τ"Remarks of Spokesman for U.S. State Department Under Fire," Korean Central News Agency, 9 August 2004, 

www.kcna.co.jp; Yu Chin, "Seoul Downplays US Rhetoric on NK Nukes," Korea Times, 10 August 2004, in "ROKG 

Officials Downplay US Remark on 'All Options' Open on DPRK Nuclear Issue," OSC Document KPP20040809000065. 
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10 August 2004  

According to an unidentified South Korean Uri Party member, President Roh Moo-hyun told U.S. National Security 

Advisor Condoleezza Rice that South Korea should work closely with the United States, not China in resolving the 

North Korean nuclear crisis.  

τJoongAng Ilbo, in "ROK Lawmaker: ROK President 'Stressed' to US NSA Need to 'Work Closely' with US, not 

/ƘƛƴŀΣϦ мл !ǳƎǳǎǘ нллпΣ h{/ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ YttнллплулфллллфоΤ /ƘǂƴƎ ¸ǂƴƎ-ƎǺƴΣ Ϧbƻ ¢ŀŜǘϥƻƴƎƴȅǂƴ ϥ¢ƻƴƎōǳƪŀ 

/ƘƛǊŜǘǘŀŜƴǺƴ IŀƴƳƛŘƻƴƎƳŀŜƴƎϥΣϦ Naeil Sinmun, 10 August 2004, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr. 

15 August 2004  

Yang Xiyu, China's Korean Peninsula Affairs Director within the Foreign Ministry, says the resolution of the Korean 

nuclear crisis depends on the United States and North Korea as China can only play a mediating role.  

τHsiang Kang Shang Pao, "PRC FM Official for DPRK Affairs Says US Holds Key to Solution of DPRK Issue," 15 

August 2004, OSC Document CPP20040816000036. 

16 August 2004  

An unidentified South Korean Foreign Ministry official accuses North Korea of "foot-dragging" on working group 

meetings. A North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman says the DPRK will not be able to continue Six-Party Talks if 

the U.S. continues its "hostile policy" towards North Korea, citing the North Korean Human Rights Act being passed 

by the U.S. House and Senate and U.S.-ROK joint military efforts as two examples.  

τYonhap News Agency, "N. Korea Accuses U.S. of Destroying Foundation of Six Party Talks," 16 August 2004, OSC 

Document, KPP20040816000117; "N.Korea Pulls Out of Early N-Talks," Financial Times, 17 August 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "'Footdragging' Said 'Dimming' Prospects for Sep 6-Way Talks in Beijing," Yonhap 

News Agency, 17 August 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004 

(P.L. 108-333), 18 October 2004, House Committee on Foreign Affairs, United States House of Representatives, 

www.internationalrelations.house.gov. 

17 August 2004  

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell says North Korea is a more "troublesome country to deal with" than Iran.  

τ"Powell Explains U.S. Force Restructuring, Defends Iraq Policy," Current Issues, 17 August 2004, International 

Information Programs, U.S. State Department, http://usinfo.state.gov; Yonhap News Agency, "Powell Likens North 

Korea 'Tough Nuts'," 19 August 2004, OSC Document KPP20040819000028. 

17 August 2004  

The Korean Central News Agency, citing a report from the U.S. Congressional Research Service, argues that U.S. 

accusations of illegal drug trafficking by the DPRK reveal a lack of U.S. interest in resolving the nuclear crisis.  

τ"KCNA Refutes Report on Drug Smuggling," Korean Central News Agency, 17 August 2004, www.kcna.co.jp. 

18 August 2004  

North Korea's Rodong Sinmun, official daily of the Korean Workers' Party, criticizes the U.S. position against 

providing aid in exchange for simply freezing North Korea's nuclear weapons program. It also adds that the United 

States is fabricating or distorting the issues of human rights, defectors, and drug trafficking in order to undermine 
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the DPRK regime.  

τ"U.S. Attitude Towards Six-party Talks Assailed," Korean Central News Agency, 18 August 2004, www.kcna.co.jp 

"North Korean Daily Says Nuclear Issue Pretext for US Aggression," BBC Monitoring, 19 August 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

24 August 2004  

South Korean Deputy Foreign Minister Lee Su-Ƙȅǂƪ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ±ƛŎŜ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ²ǳ 5ŀǿŜƛ ƛƴ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎ 

to discuss how to break the current deadlock surrounding North Korea's nuclear weapons program.  

τ"South Korean Deputy FM visits Beijing for North Korean Nuclear Talks," Agence France Presse, 24 August 2004, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

23 August 2004  

A DPRK Foreign Ministry spokesman criticizes U.S. President George W. Bush's call for South Korea, Japan, Russia 

and China to work together to unite and resolve the North Korea nuclear issue. He adds that the "U.S. hostile 

policy towards North Korea" makes it "quite impossible" for North Korea to negotiate with the United States.  

τ"DPRK Foreign Ministry Spokesman Blasts Bush's Reckless Remarks," Korean Central News Agency, 23 August 

2004, www.kcna.co.jp. 

26 August 2004  

South Korean Prime Minister Lee Hae-ch'an argues a summit between North and South Korea could help ease the 

tensions surrounding the nuclear crisis.  

τϦbŀƳ YǳƴƎƳǳŎƘϥƻƴƎƴƛ ϥIŀŜƴƎƳǳƴƧŜ IŀŜƎȅǂƭ ²ƛƘŀŜ bŀƳōǳƪŎƘǂngsanghoedam Ch'ujin'," Chayu Asia Pangsong, 

27 August 2004, www.rfa.org; "ROK PM Hopes to Break Impasse on DPRK Nuclear Issue with Summit," Nikkei 

Telecom 21 website, 26 August 2004, in OSC Document JPP20040827000011. 

2 September 2004  

U.S. Ambassador to South Korea Christopher Hill says North Korea must make the decision to give up its nuclear 

weapons even before receiving compensation.  

τO Nam-ǎǂƪ ŀƴŘ tŀǊƪ {ǳ-ƪȅǳƴΣ Ϧ{ƛƴϥƛƳƧǳƘŀƴ Ƴƛ ǘŀŜǎŀ ȅǂȅŀǺƛǿƻƴ олƳȅǂƴƎƎǿŀ ǘŀŜƘǿŀ ϥƘŀƴƳƛ C¢! ŎƘƻƎƛ 

ŎƘϥŜƎȅǂƭƘŀŜȅŀϥΣϦ Munhwa Ilbo, 2 September 2004, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr; "Time for N. Korea to Give up Nuke 

Unconditionally: U.S. Ambassador," Yonhap News Agency, 2 September 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

8 September 2004  

Iŀƴ {ǂƴƎ-ǊȅǂƭΣ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀϥǎ ŘŜǇǳty chief of mission to the United Nations, says South Korea's secret nuclear 

experiment in 2000 is a threat that could trigger an arms race in Northeast Asia. Han also accuses the U.S. of 

applying a double standard by not expressing concerns while pressing the DPRK on a nonexistent HEU program.  

τYonhap News Agency, "N. Korea to Take Issue with S. Korea's Uranium Enrichment Program," 8 September 2004, 

in "DPRK Envoy to UN Decries US for 'Double Standards' Regarding ROK's Uranium Tests," OSC Document 

KPP20040908000128; "N. Korea Slams S. Korea's Uranium Enrichment Experiment," Japan Economic Newswire, 8 
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September 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; James Brooke, "North Korea Says Seoul's Nuclear 

Experiments Stoke Arms Race," New York Times, 9 September 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

9 September 2004  

A "mushroom cloud" is observed in North Korea's Yanggang province by the monitoring network of the UN 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization and regional governments. [Note: The cloud later is 

determined to have come from the use of conventional explosives on a large construction project].  

τKim Kwang-Řǳƪ ŀƴŘ YƛƳ /ƘǂƴƎ-ƘƻΣ Ϧtǳƪ ¸ŀƴƎƎŀƴƎŘƻ ǘŀŜƎȅǳƳƻ ǇϥƻƪǇŀƭκŎƘǂƴƎōǳ ƳƳŎƘƛƎƛƳΣϦ Hankook Ilbo, 13 

September 2004, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr; Yonhap News Agency, 11 September 2004, in "Nature of Blast in 

North Korea Unclear," OSC Document KPP20040912000014; Yonhap News Agency, 11 September 2004, in "N.K.'s 

Nuke Test Will be Referred to UNSC if True: Sources," OSC Document KPP20040912000018.  

11 September 2004  

The 9 September explosion in North Korea is believed to be the result of a major accident or demolition project 

and not a nuclear device test by the ROK presidential office. U.S. State Department Spokesman Richard Boucher 

says the United States does not believe the explosion was created by a nuclear test. A CTBTO spokeswoman 

affirms the non-nuclear nature of the explosion to New Scientist magazine.  

τKim Kwang-Řǳƪ ŀƴŘ YƛƳ /ƘǂƴƎ-ƘƻΣ Ϧtǳƪ ¸ŀƴƎƎŀƴƎŘƻ ¢ŀŜƎȅǳƳƻ ǇϥƻƪǇŀƭκŎƘǂƴƎōǳ ǳƳŎƘƛƎim," Hankook Ilbo, 13 

September 2004, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr "No Signs of Nuclear Test in N. Korea: South Korea Official," Yonhap 

News Agency, 13 September 2004, in "ROK: Official: No Evidence Linking DPRK Blast to Nuclear Weapons Test," 

OSC Document, KPP20040913000052; Yonhap News Agency, 11 September 2004, in "Nature of Blast in North 

Korea Unclear," OSC Document KPP20040912000014; Daily Press Briefing, U.S. Department of State, 14 September 

2004, www.state.gov; Rob Edwards, "North Korean Blast Not a Nuclear Test," New Scientist, 13 September 2004, 

www.newscientist.com. 

11 September 2004  

A DPRK Foreign Ministry spokesman says North Korea suspects the ROK's nuclear experiments in 2000 were for 

military purposes and it will be impossible for North Korea to give up its nuclear weapons as long as the United 

States continues to apply double standards in its treatment of nuclear issues.  

τ"Spokesman for DPRK FM on Issue of Uranium Enrichment in South Korea," Korean Central News Agency, 11 

September 2004, www.kcna.co.jp "North Korea May Boycott Nuke Talks over S. Korea's Nuclear Experiments," 

Yonhap News Agency, 11 September 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11-14 September 2004  

During British Foreign Office Minister Bill Rammell's visit to Pyongyang, North Korea tells the British delegation it 

will not negotiate its nuclear issues until South Korea's past nuclear experiments are "fully probed" and the United 

States drops its "hostile policy" towards the DPRK.  

τ Ϧ/ƘƻǎǂƴǿƻŜƳǳǎǂƴƎ ¢ŀŜōȅǂƴƛƴ ¸ǂƴƎƎǳƪǿƻŜƳǳǎǂƴƎŘŀŜǇϥȅƻŘŀƴǺƛ /ƘƻǎǂƴōŀƴƎƳǳƴϥƎȅǂƭƎǿŀϥŜ oƴϥƎǺǇ 

bŀƳƧƻǎǂƴƘŀŜƪǎƛƭƘǂƳ IŀŜƳȅǂƴƎŘƻŜƎƛƧǂƴϥŜƴǺƴ с /ƘŀƘƻŜŘŀƳϥŜ bŀƎŀƭǎǳ oǇǘŀΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ мс 

September 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "DPRK Foreign Ministry Spokesman on British Foreign Office Delegation's DPRK 

Visit," Korean Central News Agency, 16 September 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; Sang-hun Choe, "North Korea Says It 
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Won't Join Six Party Talks Until Truth Revealed Over South Korean Nuclear Experiments," Associated Press, 16 

September 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

12 September 2004  

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell says on NBC's "Meet the Press" television program that he does not believe the 

explosion on 9 September in North Korea was a nuclear test.  

τChristopher Torchia, "Huge Explosion in North Korea; Powell Says It was not a 'Nuclear Event,'" Associated Press, 

12 September 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "Powell Says Nuclear Test by nuclear test by N. 

Korea Unlikely," Japan Economic Newswire, 12 September 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

12 September 2004  

South Korean Foreign Ministry Spokesman Lee Kyu-ƘȅǂƴƎ ŘŜƴƛŜǎ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀϥǎ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {Ŝƻǳƭϥǎ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ 

nuclear experiments having a military objective as "absolutely untrue." Lee also says that he hopes the 

experiments issue should not have any bearing on the upcoming round of the Six-Party Talks.  

τ¸ƻƴƘŀǇ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ Ϧ/ƘǂƴƎōǳ ϥƘŀƴϥƎǳƪ ƘŀŜƪƪǿŀƭƭȅǂƴ ǎƘƛǊƘǂƳ ƪǳƴǎŀƧǂƪǎǂƴƎƎȅǂƪ ŀƴƛŘŀΣϦ Donga Ilbo, 12 

September 2004, www.donga.com; Ha T'ae-ǿǂƴΣ Ϧtǳƪ ϥƳƛΣ ǘƻƴƎƳŀŜƴƎƎǳƪ ƘŀŜƪ ƳǳƎƛƴϥΦΦΦ ƴŀƳ ǎƛƭƘǂƳτ6 

ŎƘŀƘƻŜŘŀƳ ȅǂƴϥƎȅŜ ǎƛǎŀΣϦ Donga Ilbo, 12 September 2004, www.donga.com.  

14 September 2004  

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell says he doubts North Korea will return to the Six-Party Talks before the U.S. 

presidential election race concludes.  

τJames Brooke, "North Korea to Wait Out Election in U.S., Then Talk, Diplomat Says," New York Times, 15 

September 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Barry Schweid, "Top Official Says Resumption of North 

Korea Talks Before U.S. Election Unlikely," Associated Press, 14 September 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com.  

17 September 2004  

Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesman Kong Quan says South Korea's nuclear experiments will be discussed at the 

upcoming round of the Six-Party Talks since the purpose of the negotiations is to denuclearize the Korean 

Peninsula.  

τ"Six Way Talks to Address Seoul's Nuke Experiments: China," Yonhap News Agency, 21 September 2004 in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "China Says S. Korea's Nuke Tests Complicating Talks," Japan Economic 

Newswire, 21 September 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

21 September 2004  

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi tells the United Nations General Assembly that Japan will continue to 

work to "comprehensively" resolve the nuclear issue on the Korean Peninsula in line with the 2002 Pyongyang 

Declaration.  

τJapanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs website, "A New United Nations for the New Era," 21 September 2004, in 

"Text of Prime Minister Koizumi's Address to UNGA," OSC Document, JPP20040922000030. 
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23 September 2004  

Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers' Party, says Japan would be turned into a "nuclear sea of 

fire" if the United States strikes North Korea.  

τ"N. Korea Threatens to Turn Japan into 'Nuclear Sea of Fire'," Yonhap News Agency, 23 September 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Kyodo News Service, "Kyodo: N. Korea Threatens to Turn Japan Into 'Nuclear 

Sea of Fire'," 23 September 2004, OSC Document JPP20040923000067; David Ibison and Andrew Ward, "N. Korea 

Warns of 'Nuclear Sea of Fire' War of Words," Financial Times, 24 September 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com.  

23 September 2004  

/ƘǂƴƎ ¦-ǎǂƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ǘƻ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ wƻƘ aƻƻ-hyun, says the ROK's recently 

revealed secret nuclear experiments will not be on the agenda for the upcoming Six-Party Talks.  

τYu Kang-ƳǳƴΣ ϦIŀƴϥƎǳƪ ƘŀŜƪǎƛǊƘǂƳ с ŎƘŀƘƻŜŘŀƳ Ǉȅǂƴǎǳ ǘƻŜƴŀΣϦ Hankyoreh, 23 September 2004, in KINDS, 

www.kinds.or.kr; "Seoul Says Nuclear Tests Won't be Discussed at 6-Way Talks," Korea Times, 23 September 2004, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

27 September 2004  

North Korea's Vice Foreign Minister Choe Su-Ƙǂƴ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀ Ƙŀǎ 

"weaponized" 8,000 spent fuel rods and already possesses a nuclear deterrent against the United States.  

τPress Release, United Nations website, 27 September 2004, in "Full Text of DPRK Vice Foreign Minister's Speech 

to UNGA on 27 Sep 2004," OSC Document KPP20040928000024; "Pyongyang Already 'Weaponized' Spent Nuclear 

Fuel: N. Korean Envoy," Yonhap News Agency, 28 September 2004, in "Yonhap Cites DPRK Official: Pyongyang 

'Already' 'Weaponized' Spent Fuel Rods," OSC Document KPP20040928000006; Edith M. Lederer, "North Korea 

Official Says Plutonium Has Been Turned Into Nuclear Weapons as Deterrent Against Possible U.S. Strike," 

Associated Press, 27 September 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

27 September 2004  

North Korea's Vice Foreign Minister Choe Su-Ƙǂƴ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻƴ bƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀƴ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ 

issues, as well as the U.S. hostile stance towards the DPRK, are holding up the resumption of the Six-Party Talks.  

τ"U.S. is to Blame for Failure to Open Six Party Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 27 September 2004, 

www.kcna.co.jp; "N. Korea Says U.S. Destroyed Groundwork for 6-Way Talks," Japan Economic Newswire, 27 

September 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

30 September 2004  

China's Assistant Foreign Minister Shen Guofang says the Six-Party Talks mechanism should be maintained even if 

the talks are not held in September.  

τ"China Says N Korean Nuclear Talks Should Continue Despite Missing Deadline," Hong Kong AFP, 30 September 

2004, in "PRC Assistant FM Shen Guofang Urges Maintaining Six Party Talks Mechanism," OSC Document 

CPP20040930000078.  
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3 October 2004  

IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei visits South Korea and says the North Korean nuclear crisis needs to be 

resolved quickly and peacefully.  

τ"IAEA Chief Stresses Need for Early, Peaceful Resolution of N.K. Nuke," Yonhap News Agency, 3 October 2004, in 

"IAEA Chief Stresses Need for Early, Peaceful Resolution of N.K. Nuke," OSC Document KPP20041003000018. 

3 October 2004  

The Chinese Six-Party Talks delegation reportedly confirms to other participants that North Korea "at least 

attempted to enrich" uranium, one of the key contentions of the ongoing negotiations.  

τKyodo News Service, 3 October 2004, in "China Tells Six-Party Forum Members N Korea Tried to Enrich 

Uranium," OSC Document JPP20041004000026; Choi Soung-ah, "China Says N.K. Tried to Enrich Uranium: Report," 

Korea Herald, 5 October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

4 October 2004  

North Korea's Central Broadcasting Station reports that the DPRK will increase its nuclear arsenal "a thousand 

times" if the United States does not drop its hostile policy towards the DPRK.  

τYonhap News Agency, 4 October 2004, in "N.K. Vows to Increase Nuclear Deterrent Force," OSC Document 

KPP20041004000219.  

5 October 2004  

{ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀƴ ±ƛŎŜ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ /ƘƻŜ ¸ǂƴƎ-jin tells the ROK National Assembly that North Korea probably has 

enough plutonium to make two or three nuclear weapons.  

τYƛƳ {ǂƪ-ƎƛΣ ϦYǳƪŎƘǂƴƎƎŀƳǎŀ hōǂƘŀƴǺƴ ­ƛǿǂƴŘǺƭ ΦΦΦ hǊŀƪƪŀǊŀƪ /ƘŀƴƎΦ/ƘϥŀƎǿŀƴΣϦ Munhwa Ilbo, 6 October 

2004, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr; "N.K. Capable of Producing Two to Three Nuclear Weapons: Ministry," Yonhap 

News Agency, 5 October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

6 October 2004  

IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei urges the United Nations Security Council to take action against North 

Korea saying the Council's lack of response concerning North Korean NPT violations "may be setting the worst 

precedent of all."  

τ"IAEA Head Urges Security Council to Act on N. Korean NPT Breaches," Yonhap News Agency, 6 October 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; James Brooke, "Director of U.N. Nuclear Agency, in Seoul, Cautions Both 

Koreas," New York Times, 6 October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

7 October 2004  

According to White House spokesman Scott McClellan, U.S. President George W. Bush and Chinese President Hu 

Jintao discuss the North Korea nuclear crisis over the telephone and renew their commitment to resolve the issue 

through the Six-Party Talks.  

τ"Bush, Hu Confirm Continuation of 6-Way Talks on N. Korea Nuke," Japan Economic Newswire, 7 October 2004, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Bush, Hu Discuss North Korea, Taiwan," Agence France Presse, 7 

October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  
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13 October 2004  

A North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman says Pyongyang is committed to resolving the nuclear issue through 

the Six-Party Talks but blames the U.S.'s hostile policy towards the DPRK for holding up negotiations.  

τKorean Central Broadcasting Station, 13 October 2004, in "DPRK FM Spokesman: DPRK 'Can Immediately 

Resume' Talks if U.S. Drops Hostile Policy," OSC Document KPP20041008000103; "N. Korea Says It Still Seeks 

Peaceful Settlement of the Nuke Issue," Yonhap News Agency, 11 October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com.  

13 October 2004  

China special envoy for Korean affairs Ning Fukui visits Seoul to discuss the deadlock in the Six-Party Talks. 

Ambassador Fukui says it seems unlikely that the negotiations will be held before November.  

τ"S. Korea, China Agree to Work for Resumption of Nuclear Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 13 October 2004, in 

"More on PRC Envoy Visit; PRC, ROK, Agree 6-Way Talks 'Before Early' Nov 'Difficult'," OSC Document 

KPP20041013000130.  

14 October 2004  

According to unidentified diplomatic sources, the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO) 

Executive Board decides to extend the suspension of the two light water reactor construction project in North 

Korea for another year. South Korea's Foreign Minister Ban Ki-Moon says KEDO should resume constructing the 

light water reactors if the Six-Party Talks "yield tangible results."  

τ"KEDO Agrees to Put Reactor Project on Hold for Another Year: Source," Yonhap News Agency, 15 October 2004, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "KEDO to be Kept Afloat for One More Year," Korea Times, 16 October 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Seoul, Washington Haggle Over NK Reactor Project," Korea 

Times, 15 October 2004, in "DPRK Project 'Should Be Resumed' If 6-Way Talks 'Go Well'," OSC Document 

KPP20041014000113.  

15 October 2004  

Ning Fukui, head of the Chinese delegation to the Six-party Talks, meets with Deputy Secretary of State Richard 

Armitage, Assistant Secretary for East Asian and Pacific Affairs James Kelly, and special envoy for negotiations with 

North Korea Joseph DeTrani in Washington to discuss how to move the Six-Party Talks forward.  

τ"U.S, China Discuss How to Resume 6-Way N. Korea Talks," Japan Economic Newswire, 15 October 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "6-Party Talks Targeted in Late November," Korea Times, 15 October 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

17 October 2004  

Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Hiroyuki Hosoda says North Korea has developed a plutonium-based nuclear 

weapon and is "close to developing" a uranium-based weapon. Hosoda also says Japan is considering referring the 

nuclear issue to the United Nations Security Council in the absence of progress through the Six-Party Talks.  

τ"N. Korea Has Already Developed Plutonium Bomb, Japan Says," Yonhap News Agency, 17 October 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan May Take N. Korea Nuke Issue to U.N. If No Breakthrough Made," 

Kyodo News Service, 17 October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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18 October 2004  

YƛƳ ¸ǂƴƎ-nam, the DPRK's president of the Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly, travels to Beijing to meet 

with Chinese President Hu Jintao, Prime Minister Wen Jiabao, and Chairman of the National People's Congress Wu 

Bangguo to discuss the current deadlock in the Six-Party Talks.  

τ"High-level North Korean Official Begins Trip to Beijing," Yonhap News Agency, 18 October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N Korea's Number Two Leader Visits China Amid Pessimism Over Nuclear Talks," 

Agence France Presse, 18 October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Chu Sang-min, "N.K. Group 

May Discuss 6-Party Talks," Korea Herald, 18 October 2004, in "ROK English Daily Says DPRK Delegation to Discuss 

Nuclear Talks, Invite PRC Leader," OSC Document KPP20041018000018. 

18 October 2004  

The DPRK's Korean Central News Agency criticizes IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei for his "biased 

attitude" towards the North Korea nuclear issue and "downplaying" South Korea's secret nuclear experiments.  

τϦ/ƘƻǎǂƴŎƘǳƴƎŀƴƎǘϥƻƴƎǎƛƴ wƻƴǇϥȅǂƴƎ aƛƎǳƪǺƛ Iŀǎǳƛƴ tŀǊŀŘŜƛΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜǿǎ !ƎŜƴŎȅΣ му hŎǘƻōŜǊ нллпΣ 

www.kcna.co.jp; "KCNA Brands El Baradei as Servant for U.S.," Korean Central News Agency, 18 October 2004, 

www.kcna.co.jp.  

22 October 2004  

A DPRK Foreign Ministry spokesman says North Korea will return to the Six-Party Talks if the United States drops its 

"hostile policy" towards the DPRK, and that Pyongyang is ready to "freeze for a reward." The spokesman also says 

the talks should discuss "South Korea's nuclear issue before anything else."  

τ"Foreign Ministry Spokesman on Issue of Resuming Six-Party Talks," Korean Central News Agency website, 22 

October 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; James Brooke, "North Korea Sets 3 Conditions For Returning to Nuclear Talks," 

New York Times, 22 October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

23 October 2004  

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell says North Korea's preconditions demanded on 22 October for resuming the 

Six-Party Talks should be raised at the negotiations and not before.  

τGlenn Kessler, "N. Korea's Condition For Talks Rejected; Powell Rules Out Advance Compensation," Washington 

Post, 24 October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Powell Opens Talks in Japan After Rejecting N. 

Korean Nuclear Demands," Agence France Presse, 24 October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

"Foreign Ministry Spokesman on Issue of Resuming Six-Party Talks," Korean Central News Agency website, 22 

October 2004, www.kcna.co.jp. 

23-26 October 2004  

To discuss and gather support for the resumption of Six-Party Talks, U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell travels to 

East Asia and meets with Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimura, 

Chinese President Hu Jintao and Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing, and South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun and 

Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon.  

τ"Powell Begins Asian Tour To Discuss N. Korea, Base Realignment," Japan Economic Newswire, 22 October 2004, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; George Gedda, "Powell On Way To Assure North Korea Is Not Being 
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Threatened," Associated Press, 21 October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Powell Leaves On 

Asian Tour For Talks On North Korea, U.S. Troops, Taiwan," Agence France Presse, 22 October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

25 October 2004  

Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing reportedly tells U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell that China shares the U.S. 

objective of bringing North Korea back to the Six-Party Talks but feels the United States is not doing its utmost to 

adopt "a flexible and practical attitude on the issue."  

τGeorge Gedda, "Powell Discusses Human Rights, Taiwan, Other Issues During China Visit," Associated Press, 26 

October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Powell Wins Backing for New NKorea Pressure, but 

Hears Call for Flexibility," Agence France Presse, 26 October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

26 October 2004  

Following a talk with U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell, South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-Moon calls for 

members of the Six-Party Talks to make "more creative and realistic proposals" to bring North Korea back to the 

talks.  

τ"U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell Holds New Conference in Seoul," Yonhap News Agency, 26 October 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Sang-Hun Choe, "Powell Urges North Korea to Resume Nuclear Talks; 

South Korea Calls for Greater Flexibility Among Participants," Associated Press, 26 October 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

30 October 2004  

North Korea's Uriminjokkkiri website says U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell's visits to Japan, China and South 

Korea were part of attempts by the United States to blame North Korea for holding up the Six-Party Talks while 

ignoring South Korea's secret nuclear experiments.  

τChoe Chang-Il, "Criminal Junket Aimed at Isolating and Crushing the North," Uriminjokkkiri, 30 October 2004, in 

"North Korea Says Powell's Visit to South 'Dims' Prospects for Six-Way Talks," BBC Monitoring, 31 October 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

1 November 2004  

Japanese Deputy Ambassador to the United Nations Shinichi Kitaoka tells the UN General Assembly that North 

Korea's nuclear weapons development threatens regional peace and stability, while North Korea's Deputy 

Ambassador to the UN Kim Ch'ang-guk accuses the United States of having deployed nuclear weapons in Japan. 

Kim asserts that U.S. nuclear weapons in Japan and South Korea's secret nuclear experiments pose greater threats 

to the DPRK.  

τ"DPRK Engages in Heated Verbal Battle with Japan, ROK Over Nuclear Issues at UNGA Session," Kyodo News 

Service, 2 November 2004, in "Japan, ROK in Battle with DPRK Over Nuclear Issues at UNGA Session," OSC 

Document JPP20041102000044. 

3 November 2004  

bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀϥǎ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ Iŀƴ {ǂƴƎ-Ǌȅǂƭ ǎŀȅǎ the U.S. must repeal the recently 
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passed North Korean Human Rights Act and cease its "hostile policy" towards North Korea to resume Six-Party 

Talks.  

τ"North Korea Outlines Criteria for New Talks," Chosun Ilbo, 3 November 2004, in OSC Document 

KPP20041104000033; "N Korea Lays Out Terms for Rejoining Six-Way Nuclear Talks: Report," Agence France 

Presse, 3 November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004 (P.L. 

108-333), 18 October 2004, House Committee on Foreign Affairs, United States House of Representatives, 

www.internationalrelations.house.gov. 

5 November 2004  

{ƻǳǘƘ YƻǊŜŀϥǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǎǇƻƪŜǎƳŀƴ YƛƳ /ƘǂƴƎ-min says President Roh Moo-hyun has spoken with re-

elected U.S. President George W. Bush via telephone and agreed to resume the Six-Party Talks as soon as possible.  

τ"Roh, Bush Seek Resumption of 6-Party Talks on N. Korea's Nukes," Japan Economic Newswire, 5 November 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com Sang-Hun Choe, "Bush, Roh Want Early Resumption of Talks Over 

North Korea's Nuclear Threat," Associated Press, 5 November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com 

"Roh, Bush Agree to Early Six-Party Talks," Korea Herald, 6 November 2004, in OSC Document 

KPP20041105000236. 

6 November 2004  

Japanese Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimura visits Seoul to meet with South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun 

and Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon to discuss the North Korean nuclear issue. Both parties agree to resume the Six-

Party Talks as early as possible and to work to extend the suspension of the Korean Peninsula Energy Development 

project rather than abandoning the project entirely.  

τ"(2nd LD) Seoul, Tokyo Reiterate Importance of 6-Nation Nuke Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 6 November 2004, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "Japan, ROK Agree to Keep Alive N-Reactor Project in N. Korea," Jiji Press 

Ticker, 6 November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

9 November 2004  

Yomiuri Shimbun reports an unidentified high-level U.S. official as having stated that the United States would take 

immediate action if North Korea were to transfer any nuclear material to another country and that a military strike 

could not be ruled out.  

τYonhap News Agency, "ROK's Yonhap: U.S. Sets 'Red Line' in North Korean Nuke Issue: Yomiuri," 9 November 

2004, OSC Document KPP20041109000010; "U.S. Sets 'Red Line' Over N.K. Nukes," Korea Times, 10 November 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

9 November 2004  

The Rodong Sinmun, official daily of the Korean Workers' Party, says South Korea has no right to discuss North 

Korea's nuclear issue because Seoul conducted secret nuclear experiments in the past.  

τCho'n Chong-ho, "The Nuclear Criminal Has No Right to Talk About the Nuclear Issue," Rodong Sinmun via 

Uriminjokkkiri website, 9 November 2004, in "DPRK Daily Decries ROK Authorities as 'Nuclear Criminals', Have 'No 

Right' To Discuss Nuclear Issues," OSC Document KPP20041109000027. 
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12 November 2004  

Responding to the 9 November report that the United States would not rule out military options in the case of 

North Korea passing nuclear material to another state, North Korea's Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of 

the Fatherland and the Uriminjokkkiri website criticize the "U.S. hostile policy" against North Korea and argue that 

the DPRK is justified in developing and strengthening its "nuclear deterrent."  

τKim Sun-ho, "Rash Act by the Nuclear Fanatics," Uriminjokkkiri, 12 November 2004, in "DPRK Denounces U.S. for 

Setting 'Red Line' Regarding DPRK's Nuclear Activities," OSC Document KPP20041112000046; Korean Central 

Broadcasting Station, 12 November 2004, in "DPRK's CPRF Spokesman: DPRK to Continue to 'Strengthen' 'Nuclear 

Deterrent'," OSC Document KPP20041112000127. 

12 November 2004  

South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun says during a speech in Los Angeles that a hard-line policy to resolve the 

nuclear crisis would endanger the lives of South Koreans and risk another war. Roh also argues that North Korea 

would give up its nuclear weapons in exchange for security guarantees.  

τ"The U.S.-Republic of Korea Alliance and the Situation on the Korean Peninsula, His Excellency Roh Moo-hyun," 

12 November 2004, Speeches 2004-05, in Los Angeles World Affairs Council, www.lawac.org; Yonhap News 

Agency, 13 November 2004, in "ROK President Roh Urges U.S. Not to Put Embargo on DPRK," OSC Document 

KPP20041113000001; Mark Lavine, Hong Kong AFP, in "ROK President Warns U.S Hardline Policy to DPRK Will Have 

'Grave Repercussions'," OSC Document JPP20041113000065. 

17 November 2004  

United Nations General Assembly President Jean Ping visits DPRK Foreign Minister Paek Nam-sun and President of 

ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ tŜƻǇƭŜϥǎ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ tǊŜǎƛŘƛǳƳ YƛƳ ¸ǂƴƎ-nam in Pyongyang to discuss ways to resolve the North 

Korean nuclear crisis.  

τYonhap News Agency, 17 November 2004, in "U.N. General Assembly President Arrives in North Korea," OSC 

Document KPP20041117000135; "President of the 59th Session of the United Nations General Assembly to Visit 

Korea," Press & Public Affairs, 18 November 2004, in ROK Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, www.mofat.go.kr. 

18 November 2004  

At the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit in Chile, Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and Foreign 

Minister Nobutaka Machimura urge North Korea to abandon its nuclear ambitions and return to the Six-Party Talks 

"unconditionally and promptly."  

τKyodo News Service, "Japan Urges North Korea To 'Unconditionally' Resume Six-Way Talks," BBC Monitoring, 18 

November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "Japan Urges North Korea to Drop Nuclear Plans," 

Agence France Presse, 19 November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 November 2004  

General Leon J. LaPorte, Commander of Combined Forces Command and U.S. Forces Korea, says the DPRK's need 

for hard currency could lead it to attempt to sell weapons grade plutonium to international terrorists.  

τYƛƳ /ƘǂƴƎ-ƎƻƴΣ ϦwŀǇϥƻǘǺΥ ϥtǳƪΣ tϥǺƭƭǳǘϥƻƴȅǳƳ tϥŀƴƳŀŜ YŀƴǺƴƎǎǂƴƎΣϦ Hankook Ilbo, 20 November 2004, in 
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KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr; "U.S. Commander Fears N.K. May Sell Weapons-grade Plutonium," Yonhap News Agency, 

19 November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

20 November 2004  

South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun tells U.S. President George W. Bush that South Korea will make proposals 

in a "bolder and more leading" manner at the Six-Party Talks.  

τ"Roh, Bush to Coordinate on NK Nukes," Korea Times, 20 November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; "Roh, Bush Agree to Resolve Nuke Crisis Peacefully Via 6-Way Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 20 

November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

20-21 November 2004  

U.S. President George W. Bush, South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun, Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro 

Koizumi, Chinese President Hu Jintao and Russian President Vladimir Putin meet on the sidelines of the Asian 

Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum in Chile and reaffirm their commitment to resolve the North Korea 

nuclear crisis as soon as possible through the Six-Party Talks.  

τ"Roh, Bush Agree To Nuke To Resolve Nuke Crisis Peacefully Via 6-Way Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 20 

November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "Bush, Hu Agree To Seek Peaceful Solution To N. 

Korea's Nuke Issue," Japan Economic Newswire, 20 November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com 

"Chinese, Russian Leaders in Chile Vow To Work Closely On North Korea," Xinhua News General News Service (BBC 

Monitoring Asia Pacific), 21 November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "Koizumi To Keep Pressing 

N. Korea To Drop Nuke Ambitions," Japan Economic Newswire, 20 November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

24 November 2004  

Following his visit to Pyongyang, United Nations General Assembly President Jean Ping tells South Korean officials 

that North Korea "urgently" wants to return to the Six-Party Talks if certain countries drop what Pyongyang 

perceives as a hostile stance towards the DPRK regime.  

τ"N.K. Gives 'Very Positive Message' on Nuclear Talks: U.N. Official," Yonhap News Agency, 24 November 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "N. Korea Wants To Resume Nuke Talks 'Urgently' But Has Conditions," 

Japan Economic Newswire, 24 November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "N.K. Wants Better 

Conditions For Resumption Of Nuclear Talks: U.N. Official," Yonhap News Agency, 25 November 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

29 November 2004  

During a sideline meeting at the annual ASEAN Plus Three summit, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao, Japanese Prime 

Minister Junichiro Koizumi and South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun all agree to increase cooperation in order to 

end the North Korean nuclear crisis peacefully.  

τ"Northeast Asian Leaders Agree to Resolve N.K. Nuke Issue Peacefully," Yonhap News Agency, 29 November 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "(Update) Japan, China, ROK Agree To Kick-Start 6-Party Talks," Jiji 

Press Ticker Service, 29 November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "China Warns Japan, S. Korea 
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'Difficulties' Remain On N. Korea Nuclear Issue," Agence France Presse, 29 November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

30 November 2004  

Following a visit to Pyongyang by China's special envoy for Korean affairs Ning Fukui, Foreign Ministry 

spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue says the DPRK is trying to gauge the reelection of U.S. President George W. Bush for 

any U.S. policy changes before agreeing to another round of Six-Party Talks in Beijing.  

τ"North Korea Waiting for Signs from US before Agreeing to Nuclear Talks," Agence France Presse, 30 November 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com "N. Korea Wants to See U.S. Attitude before Deciding Date of 

Talks," Kyodo News Service, 30 November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

30 November 2004  

The Rodong Sinmun, official daily of the Korean Workers' Party, reports that the reelection of President George W. 

Bush casts "dark clouds" on a peaceful resolution to the nuclear issue.  

τ"Pyongyang Skeptical of Repairing Rift with Washington," Yonhap News Agency, 30 November 2004, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com Yonhap News Agency, "North Korean Daily Says US Hostility Hampers Solution of 

Nuclear Crisis," BBC Monitoring, 30 November 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

1 December 2004  

A North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman says the IAEA's November investigation into South Korea's secret 

nuclear experiments is not sufficient to assuage the DPRK's concerns, and the issue must be discussed during the 

Six-Party Talks before discussing North Korea's nuclear issue.  

τ"Foreign Ministry Spokesman Blasts U.S. and IAEA's Double Standards," Korean Central News Agency, 1 

December 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; Korean Central Broadcasting Station, 1 December 2004, in "DPRK FM Spokesman 

Decries Outcome of IAEA Meeting on ROK 'Secret' Nuclear Experiments," OSC Document ID KPP20041201000175.  

2 December 2004  

According to the Japanese Sankei Shimbun, the DPRK insists on security guarantees, energy aid, partial lifting of 

U.S. sanctions and the complete resumption of the "New York channel" (bilateral communications via permanent 

missions to the United Nations) as preconditions before returning to the Six-Party Talks.  

τYukio Kajiyama, "DPRK Steadfast on Preconditions to Six-Party Talks, Indicating to Reject Resumption of Talks if 

Conditions Not Met," Sankei Shimbun, 4 December 2004, in "Japan: DPRK Insists on Having Preconditions Met 

before Agreeing to Six-Party Talks," OSC Document ID JPP20041204000028; Yonhap News Agency, 4 December 

2004, in "Japan's Sankei Shimbun: DPRK Wants Fuel Oil as Condition to Resume 6-Way Talks," OSC Document ID 

KPP20041204000012. 

3 December 2004  

South Korea's Unification MiƴƛǎǘŜǊ /ƘǂƴƎ 5ƻƴƎ-ȅǂƴƎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ whY ƛǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ 

1982 and 2000 nuclear research experiments at the next round of the Six-Party Talks.  

τLee Chi-un and Ku Hye-ȅǂƴƎΣ Ϧ/ƘǂƴƎ 5ƻƴƎ-ȅǂƴƎ ϥIŀƴϥƎǳƪ IŀŜƴƎƳǳƭŎƘƛƭǎƛƭƘǂƳ aǳƴƧŜ с /ƘŀƘƻŜŘŀƳǎǂ bƻƴϥǺƛ 

YŀƴǺƴƎϥΣϦ Seoul Shinmun, 3 December 2004, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr; Reuben Staines, "Seoul Willing to Explain 
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Lab Tests to Pyongyang," Korea Times, 3 December 2004, in "ROK Unif Min: 'We Can Explain All' about ROK's 

Nuclear Tests to DPRK at 6-Way Talks," OSC Document ID KPP20041202000178. 

3 December 2004  

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei tells the New York Times he 

believes North Korea has reprocessed all of the nuclear material once monitored by the IAEA during the 1990s. The 

stockpile of spent nuclear fuel is believed to be enough to yield four to six nuclear devices.  

τDavid E. Sanger and William J. Broad, "North Korea Said to Expand Arms Program," New York Times, 6 December 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "IAEA Chief Says North Has Up to Six Nukes," Chosun Ilbo website, 

8 December 2004, in OSC Document ID KPP20041207000109.  

3 December 2004  

Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers' Party, says the United States' discussion of North Korea's 

"redline," or limit on North Korea's nuclear activities, is an attempt by Washington to escalate tensions on the 

Korean peninsula.  

τϦwƻŘƻƴƎ {ƛƴƳǳƴΥ ϥtǳƪƘŀŜƪƘŀƴϥƎȅŜǎǂƴϥ Ǻƴ IŀŜƪǎǂƴƧŜƎƻƴƎƎȅǂƪǺƭ ²ƛƘŀƴ YǳǎƘƛƭΣϦ YƻǊŜŀƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ bŜws Agency, 3 

December 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "U.S. Talk about North's Nuclear Red Line Flailed," Korean Central News Agency, 

3 December 2004, www.kcna.co.jp. 

6 December 2004  

South Korean President Roh Moo-hyun says the "hard-line" postures of the United States and other countries 

arguing for the collapse of the DPRK regime make it difficult to resolve the nuclear issue peacefully. Roh also says 

Seoul should have the "strongest say" at the Six-Party Talks because of the direct implications for South Korea.  

τ"Countries Hoping for N.K. Collapse, Make Deal Difficult: Roh," Yonhap News Agency, 6 December 2004, in "ROK: 

President: DPRK 'Feels Uneasy' as Countries 'Think' DPRK 'Regime Should Collapse'," OSC Document ID 

KPP20041206000016; Choi Hoon, Min Seong-jae, "Roh, in Paris, Is Even More Outspoken on North Korea," 

JoongAng Ilbo, 7 December 2004, in "ROK President Says 'Strongest Remarks Yet' on DPRK Nuclear Issue," OSC 

Document ID KPP20041206000122; Yonhap News Agency, 6 September 2004, in "ROK's Yonhap: President Roh 

Says S. Korea Can Play 'Leading Role' in N-E Asia," OSC Document ID KPP20041206000136. 

7 December 2004  

U.S. State Department deputy spokesman Adam Ereli says special envoy Joseph DeTrani met in New York with a 

North Korean representative on 30 November and 3 December to urge the DPRK to return to the Six-Party Talks 

without preconditions and at an early date to resolve the nuclear issue diplomatically.  

τDaily Press Briefing, U.S. Department of State, 6 December 2004, www.state.gov; "U.S., N. Korean Officials Meet 

Twice in New York," Yonhap News Agency, 7 December 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. 

Holds Talks with N. Korea in New York," Korea Times, 8 December 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

9 December 2004  

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Director-General Mohamed ElBaradei tells the Spanish newspaper El 

Pais that North Korea is "the most serious" challenge facing the IAEA.  
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τ"IAEA Chief Says N. Korea 'Most Serious' Challenge, Pakistan 'Disconcerting,' El Pais, 12 December 2004, in OSC 

Document ID EUP20041212000122.  

10 December 2004  

U.S. State Department deputy spokesman Adam Ereli says the United States had known about North Korea's secret 

uranium enrichment program before James Kelly's October 2002 visit to Pyongyang.  

τDaily Press Briefing, U.S. Department of State, 10 December 2004, www.state.gov; Chosun Ilbo, "N.K. Uranium 

Program Known for Years: U.S. State Department," 13 December 2004, in OSC Document ID KPP20041212000059.  

10 December 2004  

According to the Japan Economic Newswire, "sources with U.S.-North Korean matters" say that the United States 

has offered to settle the standoff over the DPRK's uranium enrichment program if Pyongyang admits to the 

existence of a "peaceful-use" enrichment program and also agrees to abandon it.  

τ"U.S. Offers Compromise Deal on N. Korea Uranium Issue: Sources," Japan Economic Newswire, 10 December 

2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

14-15 December 2004  

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage, Chinese State Councilor Tang Jiaxuan, and South Korean Foreign 

Minister Ban Ki-moon caution Japanese officials about imposing sanctions against North Korea out of fear that 

they could undermine diplomatic efforts to resolve the nuclear crisis.  

τ"U.S. Cautions Japan Against Economic Sanctions on Unpredictable North Korea," Agence France Presse, 14 

December 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "China Calls for Japan's Careful Approach on 

Sanctions," Jiji Press Ticker, 15 December 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "S. Korea Opposes 

Economic Sanctions on N. Korea," Japan Economic Newswire, 15 December 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com.  

15 December 2004  

A spokesman for the DPRK Foreign Ministry says that Pyongyang would consider Japanese economic sanctions a 

"declaration of war."  

τ"DPRK Stand on Japanese Ultra Right Forces-Proposed Sanctions Against DPRK Clarified," Korean Central News 

Agency, 14 December 2004, www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korea Says Japanese Sanctions Would be 'Declaration of 

War'," Agence France Presse, 15 December 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

16 December 2004  

Japanese Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimura says there needs to be a timeframe for the Six-Party Talks so that 

negotiations do not "go on for years without reaching any conclusion."  

τ"Japan Calls for Clear Timeframe for 6-Party Talks," Jiji Press Ticker, 16 December 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

16 December 2004  

North Korea's Councilor to the International Atomic Energy Agency Son Mun-san tells the Japanese daily Sekai 

Nippo that the five megawatt reactor ƛƴ ¸ǂƴƎōȅǂƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ϦŦǳƭƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦϦ  
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τHwang Hui-kyong: "Japan's Sekai Nippo: North Korean 5MW Nuclear Reactor in Yongbyon in Full Operation," 

Yonhap News Agency, 19 December 2004, in "DPRK Envoy Says Yongbyon Nuclear Reactor in 'Full Operation'," OSC 

Document ID KPP20041219000066. 

21 December 2004  

The U.S. State Department's Performance and Accountability Report, Fiscal Year 2004 states that "continuing 

stalemate could call into question the utility of negotiations as a means to resolve the North Korea nuclear crisis."  

τFY 2004 Performance and Accountability Report, U.S. State Department Bureau of Resource Management, 

November 2004, www.state.gov; "U.S. State Department Doubts 6-Way Talks," Korea Times, 23 December 2004, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "State Dept. Raises Doubts about Dialogue with N. Korea in Report," Japan 

Economic Newswire, 22 December 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

21 December 2004  

U.S. ambassador to South Korea Christopher Hill says the United States' patience concerning the stalled Six-Party 

Talks is "not limitless."  

τYonhap News Agency 21 December 2004, in "Regime Transformation Means Change in N.K.'s Behavior: U.S. 

Envoy," OSC Document ID KPP20041221000083.  

24 December 2004  

A North Korean television broadcast reports that the DPRK will not attend the Six-Party Talks unless Japan is 

prohibited from participating. The announcement comes in response to a dispute over the returned remains of 

Japanese kidnapping victims.  

τYonhap News Agency, 24 December 2004, in "N. Korea Threatens to Exclude Japan from Nuclear Talks," OSC 

Document ID KPP20041224000026; "Angry North Korea Threatens to End Dialogue with Japan in Abduction Row," 

Agence France Presse, 31 December 2004, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

28 December 2004  

Japanese Deputy Foreign Minister Hitoshi Tanaka says a breakthrough at the Six-Party Talks cannot occur unless 

North Korea makes a major policy shift.  

τ"Persistence Needed in N. Korean Diplomacy: Foreign Ministry Official," Nikkei Telecom 21, 28 December 2004, 

in "Hitoshi Tanaka Says DPRK Issue Needs 'Major Policy Shift' From DPRK," OSC Document ID JPP20041229000001.  

Back to Top 

2003 
January 2003  

US satellite imagery analysts observe covered trucks repeatedly transporting material away from the facility 

temporarily storing 8,000 spent fuel rods in Yongbyon-kun. US intelligence analysts suspect that the trucks are 

transporting the fuel rods to a reprocessing facility where they could be converted into weapons-grade plutonium.  
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τDavid E. Sanger and Eric Schmitt, "Satellite Said to See Activity at North Korean Nuclear Site," New York Times, 

31 January 2003, www.nytimes.com. 

January 2003  

According to US and Japanese government sources, North Korea begins preparing to reactivate the nuclear 

reprocessing facility located in the Yongbyon nuclear complex. US and Japanese intelligence reportedly detect 

shipments of coal arriving at the heat supply boiler facility that is adjacent to the reprocessing facility. The boiler, 

which is used to maintain the temperature of a nitric acid solution used in reprocessing, becomes active by early 

February as reconnaissance satellites detect smoke billowing from the facility.  

τKyodo News Service, 28 February 2003, in "N. Korea Set to Restart Nuclear Reprocessing Facility: Sources," FBIS 

Document ID JPP20030228000203. 

1 January 2003  

The last two members of the three-member IAEA inspection team leave North Korea.  

τP.S. Suryanarayana, "IAEA Inspectors Leave N. Korea," The Hindu, 1 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 January 2003  

US President George W. Bush reaffirms his intention to address North Korea's decision to restart its previously 

frozen nuclear facilities diplomatically. Speaking to reporters on his ranch in Crawford, Texas, Bush says that the 

situation with North Korea is not a military problem but rather a diplomatic problem.  

τIvan Lebedev, "North Korean Nuclear Programme Should Be Settled Peacefully-Bush," ITAR-TASS, 3 January 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

4 January 2003  

US Secretary of State Colin Powell and Japanese Foreign Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi agree to continue using 

diplomatic means to pressure North Korea into reversing its decision to abandon the Nuclear Nonproliferation 

Treaty.  

τKyodo News Service, 5 January 2003, in "Kawaguchi, Powell in Talks on North Korea Nuclear Crisis," BBC 

Monitoring International Reports, 5 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

6 January 2003  

The IAEA Board of Governors adopts a resolution that "deplores in the strongest terms the DPRK's unilateral acts 

to remove and impede the functioning of containment and surveillance equipment at its nuclear facilities and the 

nuclear material contained therein, including the expulsion of IAEA inspectors, which renders the Agency unable to 

verify, pursuant to its safeguards agreement with the DPRK, that there has been no diversion of nuclear material in 

the DPRK." Addressing the Board of Governors, IAEA Director General Mohamed El Baradei states that the Agency 

is "regrettably at present unable...to verify that the DPRK is not diverting nuclear material to nuclear weapons or 

other nuclear explosive devices, and it is also at present unable to verify that the DPRK has declared to the Agency 

all the nuclear material that is subject to the safeguards."  

τReport by the Director General on the Implementation of the NPT Safeguards Agreement Between the Agency 
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and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, International Atomic Energy Agency, GOV/2003/3, 6 January 2003; 

Introductory Statement by IAEA Director General Mohamed El Baradei to the Board of Governors, 6 January 2003, 

International Atomic Energy Agency, www.iaea.org. 

6 January 2003  

In an interview with Interfax News Agency, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Ivanov states that North Korea must 

readmit IAEA inspectors. However, Ivanov adds, "it is necessary to provide North Korea with security guarantees, 

otherwise the situation could become unpredictable."  

τ"N. Korea Must Get Security Guarantees to Avoid Crisis Worsening: Moscow," Agence France Presse, 6 January 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

6 January 2003  

US President George Bush states that the United States has no intention of invading North Korea. Speaking at a 

cabinet meeting, Bush says, "We have no intention of invading North Korea. I believe this will be resolved 

peacefully and I believe it can be resolved diplomatically."  

τ"US Has No Intention To Invade DPRK: Bush," Xinhua News Agency, 7 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

6-7 January 2003  

Representatives from the United States, Japan and South Korea hold a meeting of the Trilateral Coordination and 

Oversight Group (TCOG) in Washington to discuss North Korea's suspected nuclear weapons program. On 7 

January, representatives from the three nations issue a joint statement urging North Korea to eliminate its nuclear 

program while reiterating their intention to "pursue a peaceful and diplomatic resolution of the issue."  

τ"US Willing to Talk to North Korea But No Quid Pro Quo," Agence France Presse, 7 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Anwar Iqbal, "Allies Urge N. Korea to Quit Nuclear Plans," United Press International, 7 

January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

7 January 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency states that US claims of a missile threat from North Korea are merely attempts to 

justify the establishment of a missile defense system. According to a KCNA report, the United States' desire to 

deploy a missile defense system further illustrates its attempts at global supremacy. The report also claims that 

North Korea "has increased its self-defensive military capability to cope with the US intensified policy to invade 

and stifle it with nukes." The report concludes, "If the US unleashes a nuclear war on the Korean Peninsula, it will 

not escape its destruction."  

τ"KCNA on US Moves for MD Establishment," Korean Central News Agency, 7 January 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

7 January 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency reports that any attempt US to impose economic sanctions on North Korea 

would mean war. The report states, that "the US should opt for dialogue with the DPRK, not for war, clearly aware 

that it will have to pay a very high price for such reckless acts." The report also includes a demand for an apology 

from the US for what it refers to as the "piracy" against the North Korean ship Sosan in December 2002.  
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τ"US Urged to Apologize and Compensate for Its Piracy against DPRK Ship," Korean Central News Agency, 7 

January 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

8 January 2003  

KCNA accuses the United States of increasing the threat of nuclear war on the Korean Peninsula. According to the 

news agency, the US has created the rumor of North Korea's clandestine nuclear weapons program in order to 

prevent reconciliation of North and South Korea and keep tensions on the peninsula high.  

τ"KCNA Accuses US of Increasing Danger of Nuclear War in Korea," Korean Central News Agency, 8 January 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp. 

9-11 January 2003  

Han Song Ryol and Mun Jong Chol, two representatives of North Korea's permanent mission to the UN, travel to 

Santa Fe, New Mexico and meet with New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson, a former US ambassador to the UN. 

The two sides discuss ways in which to resolve the conflict between the US and North Korea over North Korea's 

nuclear program. According to Bush administration officials, the meetings are unofficial, and Richardson is only 

authorized to reiterate the message that the administration has already stated publicly. Speaking to reporters after 

the talks, Richardson announces that Han informed him that "North Korea has no intention of building nuclear 

weapons." Richardson adds that he believes the talks were successful in conveying to the North Korean 

representatives "the depth of international concern over this issue." Commenting on the high level of 

inflammatory rhetoric coming from North Korea, Richardson says that North Koreans "don't negotiate like we do. 

They don't have our same mentality. They believe in order to get something they have to lay out additional cards, 

step up the rhetoric, be more belligerent."  

τBarry Schweid, "Richardson Says North Korean Diplomat Says His Country Does Not Intend to Build Nuclear 

Weapons," Associated Press, 11 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Seth Mydans, "Threats 

and Responses: Nuclear Standoff; North Korea Says It Is Withdrawing from Arms Treaty," New York Times, 10 

January 2003, p. A1, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Barry Schweid, "United States Condemns North 

Korea's Decision to Quit Nuclear Arms Treaty," Associated Press, 10 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; Leigh Strope, "North Korea Ready to Negotiate Despite Increasing Rhetoric," Associated Press, 12 

January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

9 January 2003  

Chinese Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan says that the best way to resolve the dispute between the US and North 

Korea is through direct dialogue. Speaking at a meeting with his French counterpart Dominique de Villepin, Jiaxuan 

also says, "The framework agreement reached by the two sides in 1994 should be maintained and continue to be 

carried out."  

τXinhua News Agency, in "Chinese Foreign Minister, Visiting French Counterpart Urge US-North Korea Talks," BBC 

Monitoring International Reports," 9 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

10 January 2003  

IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei meets with US Secretary of State Colin Powell in Washington to discuss 

North Korea's decision to resume its nuclear program. While in Washington, ElBaradei also meets with National 
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Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice and Senator Richard Lugar, chairman of the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee.  

τ"UN Nuclear Monitoring Chief to Meet Powell in Washington," Agence France Presse, 9 January 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; David Gollust, "Powell: US Committed to Seeking Diplomatic Solution with N. 

Korea," Voice of America News, 10 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Powell Says North 

Korea Disrespect for NPT Must Be Dealt With; ElBaradei Says Inspectors Seek More Proactive Iraqi Cooperation," 

Federal Information and News Dispatch, Inc. State Department, 10 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

10 January 2003  

The North Korean government announces that the country no longer considers itself bound by the Nuclear 

Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT). North Korea reportedly decided to withdraw from the NPT because the United 

States persistently tries to suppress North Korea through force and the IAEA is nothing more than a tool of the 

United States to accomplish this goal. According to the government statement, while North Korea is no longer 

party to the NPT and is no longer bound by its safeguards agreement with the IAEA, "we have no intention to 

produce nuclear weapons and our nuclear activities at this stage will be confined only to peaceful purposes such as 

the production of electricity." [NOTE: North Korea's announcement elicits multiple condemnations from the 

international community, including China, North Korea's closest ally.]  

τ"Statement of DPRK Government on Its Withdrawal from NPT," Korean Central News Agency, 10 January 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp; "Chosonjongbusongmyomg Haengmugijonp'abangjijoyageso T'alt'oe," Korean Central News 

Agency, 11 January 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; Christopher Torchia, "North Korea Withdraws from Nuclear Arms 

Control Treaty, Warns of 'Third World War,'" Associated Press, 10 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

10 January 2003  

Responding to Pyongyang's announced decision to withdraw from the NPT, US Secretary of State Colin Powell 

states that in withdrawing from the treaty, "North Korea has thumbed its nose at the international community. It is 

a very serious situation," says Powell, adding, "We are not going to be intimidated."  

τBarry Schweid, "Richardson Says North Korean Diplomat Says His Country Does Not Intend to Build Nuclear 

Weapons," Associated Press, 11 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

10 January 2003  

Yun Kuk Hui, deputy general director of North Korea's General Department of Atomic Energy states that the atomic 

energy industrial sector fully supports Pyongyang's decision to withdraw from the NPT and establish a "chuch'e-

oriented nuclear power industry." Yun adds that North Korea's atomic energy sector will "thoroughly implement 

the policies of our party and the republic government" and continue "using nuclear energy for peaceful purposes 

in the future as we did in the past."  

τCentral Broadcasting Station (Pyongyang), 10 January 2003, in "North Korean Atomic Energy Bureau Chief 

Expresses 'Full Support' for Policy," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 10 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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11 January 2003  

Lee Che Son, director general of North Korea's General Department of Atomic Energy, sends a letter to IAEA 

Director General Mohamed ElBaradei stating that North Korea's withdrawal from the NPT is now in effect. In the 

letter, Lee states, "Under the prevailing situation where the United States seeks to destroy the DPRK by force, and 

the IAEA is incapable of observing the principle of impartiality, the DPRK government issued a statement on 

January 10, 2003 declaring an automatic, immediate and effectual withdrawal from the NPT on which it declared a 

moratorium."  

τ"DPRK's Withdrawal from NPT Now Effectual: Official," Xinhua News Agency, 11 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Lee Chong Hun, "NPT T'alt'oe Songmyonghu Pukhanp'yojong/Min'gan'gun 

Ch'ongdongwon 'Taemi Kyoljonuiji' Kwashi," Donga Ilbo, 13 January 2003, p. 10, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr. 

11 January 2003  

Japanese Vice Foreign Minister Yukio Takeuchi and Im Song Chun, South Korean presidential envoy, meet in Japan 

and agree that Japan, South Korea and the United States should work together to end the North Korean nuclear 

crisis. The two officials reportedly agree to use their respective diplomatic channels to urge Pyongyang to engage 

in dialogue. They also agree that tough economic sanctions imposed by the UN Security Council could do more 

harm than good.  

τKyodo News Service, 11 January 2003, in "Japan, South Korea Agree on Trilateral Work with US on North Korea," 

BBC Monitoring International Reports, 11 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

12 January 2003  

Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers Party, prints a commentary accusing the United States of 

responding to North Korea's "sincere proposal for concluding a nonaggression treaty" by threatening a blockade 

and military action. The commentary continues, "If the US evades its responsibility and recklessly challenges the 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK), the army and people of the DPRK will never miss the chance but 

certainly make them pay for the blood and turn the stronghold of the enemy into a sea of fire." The commentary 

continues, "It is the unshakeable revolutionary principle and stand of the DPRK to respond to a hard-line with a 

super hard-line. It has nothing to be afraid of even under the worst situation." The commentary also asserts that 

North Korea pulled out of the NPT because the US threatened it with nuclear war, thus openly violating the treaty. 

However, North Korea's decision to restart its indigenous nuclear program, according to the Rodong Sinmun 

commentary, was based on the country's energy needs, not security concerns.  

τKorean Central News Agency, 12 January 2003, in "North Korean Media Warn of 'Sea of Fire,'" BBC Monitoring 

International Reports, 12 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Central Broadcasting Station 

(Pyongyang), 12 January 2003, in "North Korea Says Nuclear Admission Was US 'Fabrication,'" 12 January 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

13 January 2003  

South Korean President-elect Roh Moo Hyun meets with US Assistant Secretary of State James Kelly and informs 

him that South Korea will play a "leading role" in resolving the North Korean nuclear standoff. Roh also reiterates 

his belief that the nuclear issue should be resolved through peaceful dialogue. Speaking to reporters after the 

meeting, Kelly states that the US is willing to talk to North Korea. Kelly says, "Once we get beyond nuclear 
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weapons, there may be opportunities with the US, with private investors, with other countries to help North Korea 

in the energy area."  

τ"DPRK Issue Should Be Settled Peacefully: S. Korean President-Elect," Xinhua News Agency, 13 January 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Howard W. French, "Aides Declare US 'Willing to Talk' in Korea Dispute," 

New York Times, 14 January 2003, p. A1, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "DPRK Insists on US Talks to 

End Nuclear Row, Mediation Continues," Xinhua News Agency, 15 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

13 January 2003  

Pak Ui Ch'un, North Korean ambassador to Russia, dismisses as "hypothetical" the allegations made by US 

Assistant Secretary of State James Kelly that North Korea has been developing nuclear weapons. Pak claims that 

Kelly is responsible for raising tension on the peninsula by making such an allegation. In addition, Pak calls any 

efforts by the US to adopt UN sanctions against North Korea a "declaration of war." Speaking to an ITAR-TASS 

reporter, Pak states that if the United States agrees to a nonaggression treaty, North Korea will consider allowing 

L!9! ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ tŀƪ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ L!9! ϦƳǳǎǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻǘ͚Ǝ͚ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

United States must stop trying to use the IAEA as in instrument for pressuring North Korea." According to Pak, 

North Korea is willing and ready to prove that it has not developed nuclear weapons if the US drops its hostile 

policy.  

τ"N. Korean Ambassador Denies Pyongyang Has Nuclear Program," Agence France Presse, 13 January 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap, 13 January 2003, in "DPRK Envoy in Russia on Possession of 

Weapons 'More Powerful' Than Nuclear Weapons," FBIS Document ID: KPP20030114000011. 

13 January 2003  

Andrew Natsios, head of the US Agency for International Development, says that the United States is withholding 

food aid until monitors can verify that it is not being diverted to the North Korean military. Natsios denies that the 

US is withholding food aid in order to pressure North Korea into giving up its nuclear weapons program, claiming 

that the demand to monitor aid distributions dates from 7 June 2002, before the most recent nuclear crisis.  

τSteven Edwards, "Washington Denies It Is Wielding Food Weapons: US Insists It Monitor Distribution in North 

Korea," National Post, 14 January 2003, p. A10, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

14 January 2003  

During US Assistant Secretary of State James Kelly's visit to Beijing, China offers to host talks between the United 

States and North Korea to resolve the growing tension over North Korea's nuclear weapons program.  

τ"North Korea Threatens New 'Options' as China Offers to Mediate in Crisis," Guelph Mercury, 15 January 2003, p. 

A10, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Hong In P'yo and Kim Kwang Ho, "Pukhaek Chungwoegyo 

'Shihommudae' Puk, Mihoedam Changsojegong Koron'dung Chungje Umjigim," Kyunghyang Shimmun, 16 January 

2003, p. 11, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr. 

14 January 2003  

US President George W. Bush announces that the US would consider giving energy and food aid to North Korea if 

Pyongyang gives up its nuclear weapons program. But on 15 January, a North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman 
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dismisses Bush's offer, calling it "a deceptive drama" that is meant "to mislead world public opinion." The 

spokesman says that Washington's "loudmouthed supply of energy and food aid is like a painted pie in the sky as 

they are possible only after the DPRK is totally disarmed."  

τKnight Ridder, "Bush Offers Energy, Food Aid for North Korean Nuke Talks," Vancouver Province, 15 January 

2003, p. A19, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; David E. Sanger, "Bush Says Shift by North Korea Could 

Bring Aid," New York Times, 15 January 2003, p. A1, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

"Chosonwoemusong Taebyonin Migugui <Taehwa> Solun Kimanguk," Korea Central News Agency, 15 January 

2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "DPRK FM Spokesman on US Rumor about Dialogue," Korean Central News Agency, 15 

January 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

14 January 2003  

US Secretary of State Colin Powell says that the 1994 Agreed Framework cannot sufficiently prevent North Korea 

from pursuing a nuclear weapons program. In an interview with the Wall Street Journal, Powell says that the 

United States needs "a new arrangement" by which the United States may meet North Korea's energy needs by 

means other than building light-water nuclear reactors. [Note: Many critics of the 1994 Agreed Framework, 

including those in the Bush Administration, have suggested providing North Korea with coal burning power plants 

instead of light-water reactors.]  

τSteven R. Weisman, "Solving the North Korean Puzzle: Once Again, the US Will Try Persuasion." New York Times, 

15 January 2003, p. A12, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Carla Anne Robbins and David S. Cloud, " 

Leading the News: Powell Urges Tougher North Korea Nuclear Pact-Citing Flaws in 1994 Deal, He Says US Seeks to 

Curb Capacity to Make Weapons," Wall Street Journal, 14 January 2003, p. A3, in Proquest, www.il.proquest.com. 

 

14 January 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency reports that the nuclear crisis will only be resolved through bilateral talks 

between North Korea and the United States. Another KCNA report claims the United States is responsible for the 

current nuclear crisis by placing North Korea on a list of potential targets for a preemptive nuclear strike in the 

2001 Nuclear Posture Review.  

τ"KCNA Accuses U.S. of Mocking at UN and International Community," Korean Central News Agency, 14 January 

2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "KCNA Refutes U.S. Sophism about DPRK's Decision," Korean Central News Agency, 14 

January 2003, www.kcna.co.jp.  

14 January 2003  

A commentary in published in Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers Party, warns the United 

States not to pursue a policy of stifling North Korea. The commentary warns that North Korea "has so far shown 

the utmost self-control and patience," but if US provocations continue, North Korea will exercise its secret 

"options."  

τ"DPRK, Too, Has Options," Korean Central News Agency, 14 January 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

14 January 2003  

The Rodong Sinmun warns Japan not to support the US in provoking North Korea over the ensuing nuclear crisis. A 
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Rodong Sinmun commentary broadcasted on Pyongyang Radio states that North Korea has made clear its position 

on Japan: "For Japan to seek to crush us by following in the footsteps of the United States would lead to its own 

self-destruction."  

τPyongyang Broadcasting Station, 15 January 2003, in "North Korea Warns Japan against 'Following in the 

Footsteps' of USA," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 15 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

14-18 January 2003  

A delegation of Australian diplomats travels to Pyongyang to convey the international community's concerns over 

steps taken by North Korea to reactivate its nuclear facilities in Yongbyon. The delegation led by Murray McLean, 

chief of the North Asia division of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, reportedly delivers a letter from 

Australian Foreign Minister Alexander Downer to his North Korean counterpart Paek Nam Sun. During the 

meetings, North Korean officials reportedly deny that Pyongyang is pursuing a uranium enrichment program. 

North Korean officials also reportedly tell the Australian delegation that they are concerned that the United States 

will push for regime change in North Korea after it has disarmed Iraq. Upon returning to Australia, members of the 

delegation inform the press that Pyongyang's concern of becoming a US target of counter-proliferation efforts has 

overshadowed concerns about economic aid and trade. Members of the delegation subsequently inform officials 

in Washington, Seoul and Tokyo about the results of the diplomatic trip.  

τ"DPRK Insists on US Talks to End Nuclear Row, Mediation Continues," Xinhua News Agency, 15 January 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Don Kirk, "Pressure Mounts on North Korea: Calls to Halt Nuclear Program 

Increase as US Seems to Ease Stand Against Talks," International Herald Tribune, 15 January 2003, p. 1, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Australia Informs S. Korea of Pyongyang Trip Results," Xinhua News Agency, 20 

January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "'Axis of Evil' Slam Blocks N. Korea Nuclear Resolution: 

Paper," Japan Economic Newswire, 21 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea 

Denies Enriching Uranium, Open to Multilateral Talks," Malaysia General News, 26 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

15 January 2003  

A commentary printed in the North Korean newspaper Minju Joson claims that North Korea withdrew from the 

NPT because of the hostile policies of the US. The commentary says that North Korea will not compromise on 

issues related to its "sovereignty and dignity." The commentary adds that in order to protect its sovereignty and 

dignity North Korea is prepared to take "self-defensive measures" stronger than withdrawing from the NPT.  

τ"Minjujoson Hyon Sat'aeui Ch'aegimun Chonjoguro Mi'gug'e Itta," Korean Central News Agency, 15 January 

2003, www.kcna.co.jp; Korean Central News Agency, 15 January 2003, in "North Korean Paper Blames USA for 

Current Crisis," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 15 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

"Serious Challenge to Korea's Reunification," Korean Central News Agency, 16 January 2003, www.kcna.co.jp.  

15 January 2003  

White House spokesman Ari Fleisher says that the United States will not agree to a nonaggression pact with North 

Korea until Pyongyang complies with earlier agreements and gives up its nuclear weapons program. "The issue is 

not: what is the United States going to do? The issue is: what is North Korea going to do?" Fleisher says. "North 
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Korea needs to begin by dismantling its nuclear programs in a verifiable and irreversible way. That comes first."  

τ Richard Tompkins and Eli J. Lake, "North Korea Dismisses US Deal Offer," United Press International, 15 January 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

16 January 2003  

Pyongyang Radio broadcasts a bellicose commentary warning the United States not to underestimate North 

Korea's resolve and capability to fight and win a war. The commentary warns that "the US imperialists should not 

by any means listen absentmindedly to the warning of our army and people that there is no limit to our target 

range and that we would make the entire United States into a sea of fire." Claiming that these threats are not 

merely "empty words," the commentary states that if the United States forces a war on the Korean Peninsula, "we 

will blast the entirety of your land off the face of the earth with powerful attack capabilities beyond anything the 

world can imagine ς a frightful attack beyond anything ever seen or heard."  

τCentral Broadcasting Station (Pyongyang), 16 January 2003, in "Pyongyang Radio Commentary Accuses USA of 

Underestimating North Korea," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 16 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

16 January 2003  

South Korean President-elect Roh Moo Hyun meets with Japanese Foreign Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi and says 

that while he will not tolerate North Korea's attempts to develop a nuclear weapons program, "the issue should be 

resolved through dialogue." Roh says that "cooperation between South Korea and Japan is very important in 

solving the North Korean nuclear issue." Later in the day, Roh tells reporters that he believes once North Korea 

escapes its status as a rogue state, it should abandon its nuclear weapons program. Roh also says that he would 

not consider a military strike against North Korea even if it was found to be reprocessing nuclear fuel for use in a 

bomb.  

τYonhap News Agency, 16 January 2003, in "South Korea's Roh Stresses Dialogue, Cooperation to Resolve North 

Issue," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 16 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Howard 

W. French, "South Korea's President-Elect Rejects Use of Force Against North Korea," New York Times, 17 January 

2003, p. A12, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

16 January 2003  

Speaking before the National Assembly's National Defense Committee, South Korea's Defense Minister Lee Jun 

says that a war between North and South Korea would be "unavoidable" if the United States carried out a 

preemptive attack on the North's suspected nuclear weapons facilities. Lee says that while South Korea is not 

certain that the North is developing uranium-based nuclear weapons, the probability is high. Lee also claims that 

US and South Korean forces are prepared for a "worst-case scenario." [Note: On 18 January, a spokesman for the 

Ministry of National Defense says that Lee's statements did not indicate that the security situation on the 

peninsula was becoming increasingly precarious, but rather the statements were meant to reiterate the readiness 

of South Korea's armed forces to handle any contingencies that might arise.]  

τYonhap News Agency, 16 January 2003, in "South Korean Minister Says Peninsula War 'Unavoidable' if USA 

Strikes North," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 16 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

Howard W. French, "South Korea's President-Elect Rejects Use of Force against North Korea," New York Times, 17 
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January 2003, p. A12, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 18 January 2003, in "South 

Korean Defence Ministry Downplays 'Inevitable' War Statement by Its Chief," BBC Monitoring International 

Reports, 18 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

16 January 2003  

A Korean Central News Agency commentary once again blames the United States and the IAEA for North Korea's 

decision to withdraw from the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT). The commentary claims that "the DPRK can 

no longer be bound by the NPT and the IAEA now that they are being used for the US moves to stifle the DPRK."  

τ"KCNA on Unjust Behavior of IAEA," Korean Central News Agency, 16 January 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; Korean 

Central News Agency, 16 January 2003, in "North Korean Agency Blames Treaty Withdrawal on 'Menacing' Atomic 

Agency," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 16 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

"Chosonjungang T'ongshin Ronp'yong Kukchewonjaryokkiguui Pudanghan Ch'osa," Korean Central News Agency, 

16 January 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

16 January 2003  

A commentary appearing in Rodong Sinmun, the official newspaper of the Korean Workers Party, blames the 

United States for the current nuclear crisis on the Korean Peninsula. According to the commentary, "the DPRK was 

compelled to withdraw from the NPT as a self-defense step taken after careful consideration to cope with the 

grave situation where its supreme interests are most seriously threatened by the US." The commentary continues, 

"The nuclear issue surfaced on the Korean Peninsula as the US has posed a nuclear threat to the DPRK for scores of 

years by massively deploying and stockpiling nukes in and around South Korea, pursuant to its hostile policy 

towards Pyongyang in line with its strategy to dominate the world."  

τ"The US is Chiefly to Blame for the Worst Situation on the Korean Peninsula," Rodong Sinmun, 16 January 2003, 

in KCNA, 17 January 2003, in "Pyongyang Blames US for Situation on Korean Peninsula," BBC Monitoring 

International Reports, 17 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

16 January 2003  

IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei criticizes North Korea for practicing "nuclear blackmail". Speaking to 

reporters in Moscow, ElBaradei says, "The international community is ready to look favorably at North Korea's 

security concerns and economic needs, but not under nuclear blackmail."  

τ"IAEA Chief Denounces North Korea's 'Nuclear Blackmail,'" Agence France Presse, 16 January 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

16 January 2003  

Son Chun Yong, South Korea's ambassador to the UN, says that the North Korean nuclear crisis will eventually be 

resolved through dialogue, but he speculates that a peaceful resolution will take at least two years. Son claims that 

while both the US and North Korea are using strong rhetoric, both sides have stressed a desire to resolve the issue 

through dialogue. However, Son points out that the 1993 nuclear crisis required over a year and half before it was 

resolved, and since the current crisis involves nuclear, missile and biochemical weapons, "it will take at least two 

years for the issue to be resolved."  
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τYonhap News Agency, 17 January 2003, in "S. Korean UN Envoy Says 'At Least Two Years Needed' to Resolve 

Nuclear Issue," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 17 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

17 January 2003  

US Ambassador to Japan Howard Baker meets with Japanese Foreign Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi, and the two 

agree that the United States, Japan and South Korea should cooperate in finding a peaceful solution to the North 

Korean nuclear crisis. According to Baker, the two discuss the nature of Pyongyang's intentions and try to 

anticipate what Pyongyang might do next.  

τKyodo News Service, 17 January 2003, in "Japan, USA Reaffirm Cooperation over North Korea," BBC Monitoring 

International Reports, 17 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

17 January 2003  

US Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage tells reporters that President George Bush and Secretary of State 

Colin Powell "have spoken out that we have no hostile intentions to North Korea." However, Armitage states that 

the United States has no intention of concluding a nonaggression pact with North Korea since Congress would 

certainly fail to pass such an agreement. Armitage also says that the United States has no intention of changing 

Kim Jong Il's regime in North Korea.  

τ"U.S. Ready to Assure N. Korea of Nonaggression: Armitage," Jiji Press Ticker Service, 18 January 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Natalie Obiko Pearson, "Senior U.S. Official Says United States Willing to Grant 

North Korea Security Guarantee," Associated Press, 18 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

18 January 2003  

North Korean Ambassador to China Ch'oi Chin Su tells reporters that the current nuclear standoff can be resolved 

through dialogue if the United States first pledges not to invade the North, recognizes North Korea's sovereignty, 

and does not impede the North's economic development.  

τ"N. Korea Sets Conditions for Ending Nuclear Standoff," Japan Economic Newswire, 18 January 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Pak Yong Ch'ae, "Puk, Haekp'ogi '3 Tae Chogon' Cheshi-Pulgach'im, Chaju'gwon 

Injong, Kyongjesang'e Paejedung," Kyungyang Shinmun, 20 January 2003, p. 2, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr. 

18 January 2003  

A commentary appearing in the North Korean publication Minju Joson warns Japan not to support the United 

States' hostile policy toward North Korea.  

τKorean Central News Agency, 18 January 2003, in "North Korea Urges Japan 'To Mind Its Own Business' in 

Pyongyang Nuclear Issue," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 18 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com.  

18 January 2003  

Choson Sinbo, a newspaper published by the pro-Pyongyang General Association of Korean Residents in Japan, 

reports that North Korea's Ministry of Power and Coal Industries is taking actions to resume nuclear activities at 

the Yongbyon nuclear complex and to build additional nuclear facilities.  

τYonhap News Agency, 20 January 2003, in "North Korea Could Build More Nuclear Plants after Initial Success at 
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Yongbyon," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 20 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Mun Song-

hui, Choson Sinbo, 26 February 2003, in "Pro-DPRK Paper Says DPRK's 'Peaceful' Nuclear Developments Began in 

1961," FBIS Document ID KPP20030227000123. 

19 January 2003  

US Ambassador to South Korea Thomas Hubbard says that if North Korea abandons its nuclear weapons program 

in a verifiable way, the United States would consider economic cooperation with North Korea that goes beyond 

food aid.  

τYonhap News Agency, 19 January 2003, in "US Ambassador Says Economic Cooperation with N Korea Possible," 

BBC Monitoring International Reports, 19 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19-20 January 2003  

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Alexander Losyukov meets with North Korean officials in Pyongyang and presents 

a "package plan" for resolving the nuclear crisis on the Korean Peninsula. Losyukov also reportedly meets with Kim 

Jong Il for six hours to deliver a message from Russian President Vladimir Putin and discuss the proposed "package 

plan." The "package plan" reportedly calls for a nuclear-free Korean Peninsula, security guarantees for North Korea 

and the resumption of economic aid in exchange for North Korea's abandoning its nuclear weapons program. 

[Note: Before and after the trip to Pyognyang, Losyukov stops in Beijing to discuss the trip with Chinese Vice 

Foreign Minister Yang Wenchang.]  

τHans Greimel, "Russian Reportedly Submits Nuclear Settlement Plan to North Korea," Associated Press, 19 

January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Russian Special Envoy Says Talks with Kim Jong Il 

'Substantive,'" Xinhua News Agency, 20 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "DPRK Officials 

Continue Talks with Russian Envoy," Xinhua News Agency, 20 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; "Russian Envoy to Pyongyang back in Beijing," Xinhua News Agency, 21 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 January 2003  

US Secretary of State Colin Powell meets in New York with Chinese Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan and French 

Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin, and the three agree that North Korea's nuclear program is an international 

problem and should be resolved accordingly. Later in the day, North Korean Vice Foreign Minister Kang Sok Chu 

issues a statement condemning the United States for attempting to "internationalize" the issue and trying to get 

the UN involved. Kang says, "The DPRK and the US should sit face-to-face to solve the nuclear issue on the Korean 

Peninsula."  

τWilliam C. Mann, "Administration Tries to Widen Perspective on North Korea to an International Problem," 

Associated Press, 19 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Karl Malakunas, "North Korea 

Rejects International Efforts to End Nuclear Crisis," Agence France Presse, 19 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Konghwagukchongbu Russia Taet'ongryong T'uksarul Wihayo Yonhoe," Korean 

Central News Agency, 19 January 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "Special Envoy of Russian President Feted," Korean 

Central News Agency, 19 January 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 
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19 January 2003  

US Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld says that while the Bush administration is committed to resolving the 

nuclear standoff with North Korea peacefully, it has not ruled out the use of force if the crisis escalates.  

τCharles Hoskinson, "Diplomacy for Now with NKorea, But Force Not Ruled Out: US," Agence France Presse, 19 

January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 January 2003  

White House National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice says that the Bush administration has not ruled out any 

options in dealing with North Korea's nuclear program but remains committed to resolving the issue 

diplomatically. Rice also says that the nuclear crisis is an international issue, not a bilateral issue between the US 

and North Korea.  

τCharles Hoskinson, "Diplomacy for Now with NKorea, But Force Not Ruled Out: US," Agence France Presse, 19 

January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 January 2003  

US Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs James Kelly meets with Japanese Foreign Minister 

Yoriko Kawaguchi in Tokyo to discuss issues related to North Korea. During the meeting, Kelly describes US Deputy 

Secretary of State Richard Armitage's proposal to offer a written non-aggression statement in exchange for a 

pledge from North Korea that it will end its nuclear weapons program. Kawaguchi expresses support for this new 

proposal and the two officials agree that Japan and the US will cooperate with South Korea, China and Russia to 

peacefully resolve the North Korean nuclear crisis.  

τ"US Stance on North Korea Pleases Gov't," Yomiuri Shimbun, 20 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; "Tokyo Wants in on Any US Deal with N. Korea," Asahi News Service, 20 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Govt Backs US, Pyongyang Plan," Daily Yomiuri, 20 January 2003, p. 1, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web. lexis-nexis.com. 

20 January 2003  

US Undersecretary of State for Arms Control and International Security John Bolton meets with Chinese Vice-

Foreign Minister Wang Guangya in Beijing to discuss various issues related to strategic security, multilateral arms 

control and nonproliferation. The two reportedly discuss in depth how best to address North Korea's decision to 

withdraw from the NPT and its decision to reactivate nuclear facilities in Yongbyon-kun. After the meeting, Bolton 

tells reporters that the two did not discuss the possibility of imposing economic sanctions against North Korea. 

However, Bolton adds that he did not detect any opposition to bringing the issue of North Korea's nuclear program 

before the UN Security Council.  

τ"China, US Hold First Round of Vice-Foreing Ministerial Level Consultations," Xinhua News Agency, 20 January 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "US Pushes Hard for UN Involvement in N. Korea Nuclear 

Standoff," Channel NewsAsia, 20 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Ted Anthony, "US 

Envoy: China Wouldn't Oppose Security Council Involvement in North Korea Issue," Associated Press, 20 January 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  
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20 January 2003  

Speaking before the UN Security Council, Chinese Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan says that China is committed to a 

nuclear-free Korean Peninsula and a peaceful resolution of the current crisis. He states that China does not rule out 

any option for resolving the issue diplomatically, but he adds that China has learned from past experiences that 

direct dialogue between North Korea and the United States is key to resolving any crisis on the peninsula.  

τ"Chinese FM on Iraq, Korean Peninsula Nuclear Issues," Xinhua News Agency, 20 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

20 January 2003  

Pakistani Foreign Minister Khursheed Mehmood Kasuri denies that Pakistan has ever assisted North Korea in 

developing a nuclear program. Kasuri states that there has been no cooperation in the field of nuclear energy with 

North Korea either under current Pakistani President Musharraf or his predecessors.  

τ"Pakistani Minister Denies Nuclear Contacts Btw Pakistan, N Korea," ITAR-TASS, 20 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

20 January 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency calls the Bush administration's claim that it has no intention to invade North 

Korea "no more than a hypocritical farce to mislead the world public. The report warns that "the Bush 

administration is well advised to act with discretion, mindful that the nuclear issue on the Korean Peninsula can be 

settled only when the US provides security to the DPRK by law through the conclusion of a non-aggression treaty."  

τ"KCNA on Deceptive and Hypocritical Balderdash on Dialogue," Korean Central News Agency, 20 January 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp. 

20 January 2003  

A commentary read over Pyongyang Radio claims that withdrawing from the NPT was in the best interest of North 

Korea. The commentary also states that the United States is fully responsible for bringing the Korean Peninsula to 

the brink of war by designating North Korea as possible target for a preemptive nuclear strike.  

τCentral Broadcasting Station, (Pyongyang), 20 January 2003, in "North Korean Radio Commentary Calls on US 

Not to Criticize NPT Withdrawal," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 21 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

20 January 2003  

Lee To Sop, North Korean consul-general in Hong Kong, tells the Ming Pao Daily News that North Korea will view 

economic sanctions as a declaration of war by the United States, and North Korea will react accordingly. Lee also 

claims that the current standoff over North Korea's nuclear program can only be resolved through bilateral US-

North Korean negotiations, stating that "the role of mediators...is basically not important." He also adds that North 

Korea will not attack South Korea in order to fight against the United States.  

τYonhap News Agency, 20 January 2003, in "N. Korean Diplomat Downplays Role of Intermediaries in Resolving 

Nuclear Issue," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 20 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Lee Kwang 

Hoe, "'Miwa Ssaugi Wihae Puk, Hangukkonggyok Anhae' Hong Kong Chujae Pukch'ongyongsa Palkyo," Chosun Ilbo, 

21 January 2003, p. 2, in KINDS, www.kinds.co.kr. 
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20-22 January 2003  

Carl Ford, US Assistant Secretary of State for Intelligence and Research, travels unannounced to Seoul. Ford 

reportedly meets with President-elect Roh Moo Hyun, opposition leaders and members of the National 

Intelligence Service to discuss ways in which to resolve the crisis over North Korea's nuclear program.  

τYonhap News Agency, 23 January 2003, in "US State Department Intelligence Official Visits South Korea 

Unannounced," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 23 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

"Top US Official Paid Secret Visit to Seoul," Agence France Presse, 24 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com.  

20 January 2003  

Georgiy Mamedov, Russian deputy foreign minister, meets with Alexander Vershbow, US ambassador to Moscow, 

to discuss various issues, including the situation on the Korean Peninsula. After the meeting, the Russian Foreign 

Ministry issues a statement confirming that "despite considerable nuances in the approaches, the mutual efforts 

towards solving these issues in the spirit of the new Russian-American partnership prevail."  

τInterfax News Agency, (Moscow), 20 January 2003, in "Russia, US Agree to Work Together on North Korean 

Nuclear Dispute," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 20 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

21-23 January 2003  

US Undersecretary of State for Arms Control and International Security John Bolton meets with high ranking South 

Korean officials to discuss ways of resolving the nuclear crisis on the Korean Peninsula. Bolton meets with Foreign 

Minister Ch'oi Song Ho, Deputy Foreign Ministers Lee T'ae Shik and Defense Ministry officials in an attempt to 

coordinate US and South Korean policies concerning North Korea's nuclear brinkmanship diplomacy. On 21 

January, Bolton tells members of the press that even though the United States is aiming to bring the issue of North 

Korea's nuclear program to the UN Security Council, "the issue of imposing sanctions against North Korea is a very 

different question." Following talks on 22 January, Bolton tells members of the press that the Agreed Framework 

had run its course and the United States was unlikely to attempt to re-implement it during the course of 

negotiations with North Korea.  

τ"South Korean Defense Minister Meets with US Official," Xinhua News Agency, 21 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Bolton Arrives in Seoul Today to Discuss NK Nuke Issue," Korea Times, 21 January 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "US to Bring North Korea Crisis to Security Council," Deutsche 

Presse Agentur, 21 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 21 January 

2003, in "South Korean Defense Chief, US Oficial Discuss North's Nuclear Standoff," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 21 

January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "IAEA Divided over Taking N. Korea Crisis To Security 

Council," Agence France Presse, 22 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Cho Sung Jin, 

"Panghan Bolton Migungmuch'a'gwan 'Mi, Taebuk Pulgach'im Pojang Kanung'," Taehan Maeil, 22 January 2003, p. 

1, in KINDS, www.kinds.co.kr. 

21 January 2003  

North Korea's Rodong Sinmun, the official newspaper of the Korean Workers Party, runs a commentary accusing 

the United States of giving rise to the nuclear crisis on the Korean Peninsula. According to the commentary, the 
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United States has infringed on North Korea's sovereignty by listing it as a possible target for a preemptive nuclear 

strike. The commentary also claims that Washington's stated intention to resolve the issue through dialogue is 

merely a "deceptive act" since Washington first requires North Korea to give up its nuclear weapons program, an 

"unfair" precondition, according to the commentary, to which Pyongyang is not willing to agree. The commentary 

concludes that the only way of resolving the crisis is for the United States to first provide legally binding security 

assurances.  

τ"Assuring Legal Security Assurances Is the Key to Resolving Nuclear Issue," Nodong Sinmun, 21 January 2003, in 

Central Broadcasting Station (Pyongyang), 21 January 2003, in "North Korea Radio Claims Non-Agression Treaty 

with US 'Key' to Nuclear Issue," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 21 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

21 January 2003  

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan "strongly urges" North Korea to reconsider its decision to withdraw from the 

NPT. Speaking before the Conference on Disarmament, Annan says, "Recent challenges to the existing 

nonproliferation regimes, in particular the announcement by the government of the Democratic People's Republic 

of Korea of its withdrawal from the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, raise serious concerns."  

τ"Kofi Annan Urges N. Korea to Reconsider NPT Withdrawal," Channel NewsAsia, 21 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

21 January 2003  

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue says that China remains open to any suggestions for 

maintaining peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula, but "at the present stage...dialogue is the only effective 

way."  

τ"FM Spokeswoman: Dialogue Remains Effective Way to DPRK Nuclear Issue," Xinhua News Agency, 21 January 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

22-24 January 2003  

North and South Korea hold the ninth round of inter-Korean ministerial talks in Seoul. The five-member North 

Korean delegation is headed by senior cabinet member Kim Yong Song, and the South Korean delegation is headed 

by Unification Minister Chong Se Hyon. In his keynote speech at the opening of the talks, Kim states that North 

Korea's nuclear program is only for generating electricity, and accuses the United States of politicizing the nuclear 

issue in an attempt to gain control over both North and South Korea. The South Korean delegation demands that 

North Korea abandon its nuclear weapons program and retract its decision to withdraw from the NPT, but 

according to delegation spokesman Lee Bong Jo, the South Korean delegation is disappointed that North Korea 

refuses to make any concrete commitments during the meeting. The two sides agree to continue cooperating in 

order to resolve peacefully the conflict over North Korea's nuclear program, and at the conclusion of the talks, they 

agree to meet again in April. [Note: The tenth round of talks is scheduled to take place from 7 to 10 April in 

Pyongyang, but since North Korea fails to confirm that it will participate in the talks and does not invite the South 

Korean delegation to Pyongyang, the talks are postponed until 27 April.]  

τ"DPRK's Ministerial Delegation Arrives in S. Korea," Xinhua News Agency, 21 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Cho Kyung, "S. Korea Demands N. Korea End Nuclear Programs," Japan Economic 
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Newswire, 21 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Christopher Toricha, "North Korean 

Delegation Arrives in Seoul for High-Level Talks," Associated Press, 21 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North and South Korea Agree on Peaceful Solution to Atomic Strife," Deutsche Presse-

Agentur, 23 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "South Korea Says Cabinet-Level Talks 

Stalled, Want Action from North," Agence France Presse, 23 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; Cho Kyung, "Koreas Vow to Resolve Nuclear Standoff Peacefully," Japan Economic Newswire, 24 

January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; James Brooke, "Korean Talks Make Little Progress on 

Arms Issue," New York Times, 24 January 2003, p. A16, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "S. Korea Regrets 

N. Korea's Cancellation of Ministerial Talks," Japan Economic Newswire, 6 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

22 January 2003  

US Secretary of State Colin Powell tells reporters that while "negotiating with North Korea is a very difficult, 

arduous process," there has been some progress in talks aimed at bringing North Korea into compliance with 

multilateral and bilateral nonproliferation agreements.  

τ"US Sees 'Progress' in North Korea Standoff," Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 22 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis 

Academic Universe, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Powell Says Progress Made on DPRK Nuclear Issue," Xinhua News 

Agency, 23 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

22 January 2003  

In an interview published in Choson Sinbo, North Korean Minister of Power and Coal Industries Shin Yong Son 

claims that North Korea is just a few weeks away from reactivating its graphite moderated nuclear reactors. 

However, Sin reiterates that the reactors will only be used to generate electricity.  

τ"North Korea 'a Few Weeks' Away from Reactivating Nuclear Plant," Agence France Presse, 22 January 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "DPRK Will Re-Operate Nuclear Facilities within a Few Weeks to Produce 

Electricity," Interview with Sin Yong Song, Vice Minister of Power and Coal, The People's Korea, 30 January 2003, 

www.korea-np.co.jp; Choi Hup, "Puk, Idalmal Wonjaro Chaegadong/Choch'ongryon Kigwanji 'Yongbyonso Sujunae 

Chollyoksaengsan'," Chosun Ilbo, 23 January 2003, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr. 

22 January 2003  

The Rodong Sinmun, official newspaper of the Korean Workers Party, denounces the IAEA, claiming that it "has 

been totally reduced to a shock brigade and a henchman executing the U.S. policy to isolate and stifle the DPRK."  

τ"IAEA Urged Not to Follow U.S. Anti-DPRK Policy," Korean Central News Agency, 22 January 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp. 

23 January 2003  

US State Department spokesman Richard Boucher says that North Korea's nuclear program is a matter "of concern 

to the entire international community," and thus should be referred to the UN Security Council. Boucher says, "We 

do think the International Atomic Energy Agency Board of Governors needs to report the issue to the Security 

Council. That's one of their responsibilities under their charter, and certainly the issue, as it affects international 

peace and security, is something the Security Council needs to have on its plate."  
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τUS Department of State, Daily Press Briefing by Spokesman Richard A. Boucher, 23 January 2003, 

www.state.gov. 

23 January 2003  

Russian President Vladimir Putin calls US President George W. Bush to brief him on Russian Deputy Prime Minister 

Alexander Losyulov's recent diplomatic trip to Pyongyang. Putin tells Bush that based on Losyulov's visit he 

believes there is a good chance to resolve the nuclear crisis on the Korean Peninsula peacefully.  

τInterfax News Agency, 23 January 2003, in "Putin, Bush Discuss Iraq, North Korea by Phone," BBC Worldwide 

Monitoring, 23 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Putin Consults with Bush on DPRK, Iraq," 

Xinhua News Agency, 23 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

24 January 2003  

Former US Secretary of Defense William Perry claims that North Korea has begun reprocessing 8,000 nuclear fuel 

rods that had been sealed and monitored under the 1994 Agreed Framework. Perry, speaking at the Brookings 

Institute, states that by reprocessing the fuel rods and pursuing a uranium enrichment program, North Korea poses 

an imminent threat to the United States. [Note: Other sources state that North Korea has made preparations for 

reprocessing the fuel rods but has not actually begun reprocessing.]  

τ"Crisis on the Korean Peninsula: Implications for US Policy in Northeast Asia," Speech by William Perry, Brookings 

Institute, 24 January 2003. 

25 January 2003  

A North Korean Foreign Ministry official says that North Korea will not address its nuclear program in any 

multilateral forum, insisting that the issue can only be resolved through bilateral talks with the United States.  

τ"DPRK Foreign Ministry Spokesman on 'Multi-Party Talks,'" Korean Central News Agency, 25 January 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp. 

25 January 2003  

US Secretary of State Colin Powell announces that talks with North Korea will come "eventually," but he adds, "We 

will work out what the proper manner and form is." Speaking in Zurich, on his way to the World Economic Forum, 

Powell says, "There is a strong desire on the part of the North Koreans to talk directly to us." However, Powell 

adds, "We believe that the problem that exists in North Korea is not a US-DPRK problem. Other nations are 

involved."  

τJames Brooke, "North Koreans Still Demand Direct Talks with the US," New York Times, 26 January 2003, 

www.nytimes.com. 

26 January 2003  

US Secretary of State Colin Powell criticizes North Korea for violating the Agreed Framework pursuing a clandestine 

uranium enrichment program. However, speaking at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, Powell says 

that the United States has "no intention of attacking North Korea."  

τ"No US Intention to Attack North Korea, Powell Says," Deutsch Presse-Agentur, 26 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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27-29 January 2003  

Im Tong Won [Lim Dong Won], special envoy of South Korean President Kim Dae Jung, travels to Pyongyang in an 

attempt to diffuse mounting tensions on the Korean Peninsula. North Korean officials reportedly tell Im that North 

Korea does not possess a uranium-enrichment program. [Note: North and South Korea had reportedly agreed that 

Im would meet with North Korean leader Kim Jong Il, but after waiting for three days, North Korean officials inform 

Im that Kim will not be able to meet with him.]  

τ"NK Denies Running Uranium-Based Nuclear Weapons Program: Lim," Chosun Ilbo, 31 January 2003, 

www.nkchosun.com; "S. Korean Envoy Meets DPRK Official on Nuclear Crisis," Xinhua News Agency, 27 January 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Charles Whelan, "North Korea's Envoy Snub an 'Unacceptable 

Insult': S. Korean Press," Agence France Presse, 30 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Don 

Kirk, "Kim Jong Il Refuses to See Envoy from Seoul," International Herald Tribune, 30 January 2003, p. 3, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 30 January 2003, in "Incoming South Korean Leader Has 

Asked North Korean Leader to Visit Seoul," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 30 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

27 January 2003  

The New Yorker publishes a story by investigative journalist Seymour Hersh detailing the nuclear cooperation 

between Pakistan and North Korea. Citing a former high level Pakistani official, Hersh reports that by 1997 Pakistan 

had "no more money" to pay for North Korean missile imports. The former Pakistani official tells Hersh that in 

1997 Pakistan began paying for North Korean missiles by providing "some of the know-how and the specifics" of a 

nuclear weapons program based on uranium enrichment. In addition to actual uranium enrichment technology, 

Pakistan reportedly helped North Korea conduct several "cold tests," simulated nuclear tests using natural uranium 

used to test the effectiveness of warhead designs. According to the former Pakistani official, Pakistan also provided 

North Korea with information on how to hide a uranium enrichment facility from international inspectors and 

foreign intelligence services. Hersh also quotes a US intelligence official who, referring to the 2002 National 

Intelligence Estimate's assessment of the source of North Korea's uranium enrichment program, says, "It points a 

clear finger at the Pakistanis. The technical stuff is crystal clear ς not hedged and not ambivalent."  

τSeymour M. Hersh, "The Cold Test: What the Administration Knew about Pakistan and the North Korean Nuclear 

Program," New Yorker, 27 January 2003, pp. 42-47. 

27 January 2003  

Delegates of the North and South Korean militaries meet in Panmunjom for working level talks. The two sides 

agree to provide military assurances to each other while making preparations for the construction of a temporary 

road which would traverse the demilitarized zone and connect North and South Korea.  

τ"S. Korean Envoy in Pyongyang; Inter-Korean Talks Agree on Passage of MDL," Xinhua News Service, 27 January 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 27 January 2003, in "Koreas Agree to 

Security Terms on Military Demarcation Line," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 27 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

28 January 2003  

The North Korean Foreign Ministry issues a statement saying, "We oppose all attempts to internationalize the 
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nuclear problem on the Korean Peninsula and are authorized to state that we shall not take part in any 

'multilateral talks,' whatever the format." The Foreign Ministry adds, "The only way to reach a peaceful and fair 

settlement of the nuclear problem on the Korean Peninsula is direct and equitable talks between North Korea and 

the US. No other options are possible."  

τInterfax News Agency, 28 January 2003, in "North Korea Rejects Multilateral Talks," BBC Monitoring 

International Reports, 28 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; ITAR-TASS News Agency, 28 

January 2003, in "North Korea's Moscow Embassy Rejects Multilateral Talks to Defuse Crisis," BBC Monitoring 

International Reports, 28 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

28 January 2003  

US President George W. Bush delivers the annual State of the Union address, in which he claims that the United 

States will not be blackmailed by North Korea into giving concessions based upon the threat of developing nuclear 

weapons. President Bush says, "America is working with the countries of the regionτSouth Korea, Japan, China, 

and Russiaτto find a peaceful solution, and to show the North Korean government that nuclear weapons will 

bring only isolation, economic stagnation, and continued hardship." President Bush also labels the ruling regime in 

North Korea an "oppressive regime" that "rules a people living in fear and starvation." "The gravest danger in the 

war on terror, the gravest danger facing America and the world," President Bush continues, "is outlaw regimes that 

seek to possess nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons."  

τ"President Delivers 'State of the Union,'" Office of Press Secretary, The White House, 28 January 2003, 

www.whitehouse.gov. 

28 January 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency reports that contrary to the wishes of the North Korean government, the 

situation on the Korean Peninsula has reached a level at which war may be inevitable. The KCNA report claims that 

the United States has begun making preparations for a preemptive attack.  

τ"Report of Korean Central News Agency," Korean Central News Agency, 28 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

29 January 2003  

A commentary broadcasted on Pyongyang Radio condemns the Bush administration's recent calls for a peaceful 

resolution to the nuclear crisis as "a mere deceptive trick aimed at covering up its sinister war plot to invade our 

Republic and mislead the world's public opinion."  

τPyongyang Central Broadcasting Station, 29 January 2003, in "DPRK Commentary Says US U-2 Crash 'Due 

Mishap' for Raising DPRK Nuclear Issue," FBIS Document ID KPP20030129000102.  

29 January 2003  

A Korean Central News Agency commentary denounces the United States for adopting a policy of "tailored 

containment" toward North Korea, by which the United States hopes to "escalate the economic and political 

pressure to the extremes and push North Korea to collapse."  

τ"KCNA Blasts US 'Tailored Containment' Strategy," Korea Central News Agency, 29 January 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp. 
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29 January 2003  

Pakistani Minister of for Information and Media Development Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed claims that Pakistan has 

never assisted North Korea in developing its nuclear program. Speaking to reporters in Qatar, Ahmed says, "We 

have our own scientists and technology and there are no relations whatsoever with North Korea in this regard."  

τ"No Pak N-Deal with N Korea: Minister," Gulf Times, 30-31 January 2003, www.gulf-times.com. 

30 January 2003  

Chang Jun Shik, North Korea's ambassador to the UN Conference on Disarmament, says that North Korea withdrew 

from the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) because of the United States' "hostile policy," and the 6 January 

"impartial and unilateral resolution adopted by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) which encroached 

upon our sovereignty and dignity." Jang also reiterates that North Korea's withdrawal from the NPT became 

effective on 11 January, one day after it was announced.  

τFinal Record of the Nine Hundred and Eighteenth Plenary Meeting of the United Nations Conference on 

Disarmament, CD/PV.918, 30 January 2003. 

30 January 2003  

The North Korean Foreign Ministry issues a statement condemning US President George W. Bush's State of the 

Union address as "an undisguised declaration of aggression to topple the DPRK system."  

τ"Bush Hit for Slandering DPRK," Korean Central News Agency, 30 January 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "DPRK 

Condemns Bush's State of Union Address," Xinhua News Agency, 31 January 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

30 January 2003  

The EU Parliament adopts a resolution condemning North Korea for withdrawing from the Nuclear 

Nonproliferation Treaty. The resolution also condemns Pakistan for helping North Korea with uranium enrichment 

technology.  

τReport from the Daily Notebook issued by the European Parliament on 30 January, in "EU Parliament Condemns 

North Korea's Withdrawal from Nonproliferation Treaty," FBIS Document ID EUP20030130000286. 

31 January 2003  

The New York Times, citing US intelligence officials, reports that US spy satellites have observed trucks transporting 

material from a nuclear storage facility, part of the Yongbyon nuclear complex. Intelligence officials suspect that 

the trucks, which have been observed for the past month, are transporting 8,000 spent nuclear fuel rods to a 

reprocessing facility where they will be converted into weapons-grade plutonium. In this case, according to 

intelligence officials, North Korea could begin producing weapons-grade plutonium by March. In addition to the 

increased truck traffic around the storage facility, one defense official, without elaborating, says that the United 

States has detected other activities "you'd associate with an active weapons facility." Some US officials remain 

skeptical about the interpretation of the satellite imagery. "There's still a debate about exactly what we are seeing 

and how provocative it is," one senior official is quoted as saying. "The North Koreans made no real effort to hide 

this from us."  

τDavid E. Sanger and Eric Schmitt, "Satellites Said to See Activity at North Korean Nuclear Site," New York Times, 
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31 January 2003, www.nytimes.com; Timothy L. O'Brien and Erik Eckholm, "US Warns North Korea Not to Advance 

Nuclear Arms Program," New York Times, 31 January 2003, www.nytimes.com; Pauline Jelinek, "US Says Spy 

Satellites See Increased Activity at North Korea Nuclear Plant," Associated Press, 1 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

31 January 2003  

IAEA Director General Mohamed ElBaradei says that North Korea could have a "significant" amount of weapons-

grade nuclear material within six months. He also calls the recent discovery of increased activity around a storage 

facility in Yongbyon-kun "a matter of grave concern."  

τTimothy L. O'Brien and Erik Eckholm, "US Warns North Korea Not to Advance Nuclear Arms Program," New York 

Times, 31 January 2003, www.nytimes.com. 

31 January 2003  

Ch'oi Chin Su, North Korea's ambassador to China, announces that the only way to resolve the growing nuclear 

crisis on the Korean Peninsula is through bilateral negotiations between the US and North Korea. Ch'oi says, "If the 

United States will sign a nonaggression treaty that will have binding force after being ratified by Congress, North 

Korea has a willingness to prove that it is not producing nuclear weapons." Ch'oi disregards the assertion by 

Assistant Secretary of State James Kelly that during his October 2002 visit to Pyongyang North Korean officials 

admitted to pursuing a nuclear weapons program based on enriched uranium. According to Ch'oi, the assertion is 

merely "a sinister plot invented by the extreme warmongers in the United States." The ambassador adds that Kelly 

had taken "an arrogant attitude during his visit to our country, groundlessly urging us to admit" to the clandestine 

program. Thus, according to Ch'oi, "we took the attitude of neither denying it nor confirming it."  

τTimothy L. O'Brien and Erik Eckholm, "US Warns North Korea Not to Advance Nuclear Arms Program," New York 

Times, 31 January 2003, www.nytimes.com. 

February 2003  

A former North Korean spy, Kinki Aoyama (pseudonym), tells the Japanese government that North Korea has 

nuclear weapons and has an "information sharing alliance" with Pakistan, Iran and Iraq. Aoyama claims that he 

learned of the nuclear weapons program and the cooperation with Pakistan, Iran and Iraq while he was an 

industrial spy in China during the 1990's.  

τ"Japanese-Born Former Spy Says Pyongyang Has Nuclear Weapons," Channel NewsAsia, 5 February 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

Early February 2003  

According to South Korean and Japanese government officials, KEDO executive board members unofficially agree 

to slow down the project to construct two light-water reactors in North Korea by postponing the purchase of 

equipment necessary in order to proceed with the construction. The executive board, consisting of the United 

States, Japan, South Korea and the European Union, also reportedly agreed to halt air services between South 

Korea and the construction site in North Korea, and freeze a training program for North Korean engineers in South 

Korea.  

τKyodo News Service, 28 February 2003, in "KEDO to Delay Nuclear Reactor Project in N. Korea," FBIS Document 
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ID JPP20030228000194; Yonhap News Agency, 1 March 2003, in "KEDO Members Said to Agree on 'Provisional 

Measure' to Delay Reactor," FBIS Document ID KPP20030301000009; So Hyon-chin, "KEDO Project Hits Snag," 

Korea Herald, 3 March 2003, in "ROKG Official Denies Delayed KEDO Project 'Deliberate Measure' to Slow Pace," 

FBIS Document ID KPP20030302000045. 

1 February 2003  

The Washington Post reports that in November 2001 intelligence analysts at Lawrence Livermore National 

Laboratory sent a classified report to President George W. Bush in which they determined that North Korea had 

begun constructing a uranium enrichment facility. The Washington Post also quotes a "senior US official" as saying 

that Pakistan provided some of the new intelligence on North Korea after the United States dropped economic 

sanctions against Pakistan.  

τWalter Pincus, "N. Korea's Nuclear Plans Were No Secret: US Stayed Quiet as It Built Support on Iraq," 

Washington Post, 1 February 2003, p. A1. 

2-9 February 2003  

Chung Tae Chol, South Korean President-elect Roh Moo Hyun's special envoy, travels to the United States and 

Japan to meet with top government officials and convey President-Elect Roh's intention to resolve the nuclear 

crisis on the Korean Peninsula peacefully, as well as strengthen the US-South Korean alliance and South Korean-

Japanese relationship. During 3-5 February, Chung is in Washington D.C. and meets with Secretary of Defense 

Donald Rumsfeld and Secretary of State Colin Powell. While meeting with Rumsfeld, Chung reportedly conveys 

President-elect Roh's desire to make the South Korean-US alliance a "true partnership." While meeting with Vice 

President Dick Cheney, Chung and Cheney agreed to establish a bilateral forum in which the United States and 

South Korea could discuss important issues of mutual concern such as North Korean nuclear program. While in 

Tokyo, Chung meets with Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and the two agree to remain committed to resolving 

issues related to North Korea's nuclear program peacefully.  

τYonhap News Agency, 2 February 2003, in "South Korean President-Elect's Envoy to Deliver Letter to Bush on 

North's Issue," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 2 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

Ken Guggenheim, "Envoy of South Korean President-Elect Meets with Top U.S. Officials," Associated Press, 4 

February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Kyodo News Service, 7 February 2003, in "Japan, South 

Korean Envoy to Urge North to Scrap Nuclear Programme," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 7 February 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "S. Korea, US to Set Up New Body to Discuss N. Korea Policies," Japan Economic 

Newswire, 10 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

3 February 2003  

US Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld orders twelve B-52 and twelve B-1 bombers on alert for possible 

deployment from bases in the United States to Guam. [Note: A few days earlier, Admiral Thomas Fargo, 

commander of US forces in the Pacific, reportedly requested additional air and naval forces as a deterrent against 

North Korea as the crisis over North Korea's nuclear program escalates. The bombers are deployed in early March 

and arrive in Guam on 6 March.]  

τThom Shanker and David E. Sanger, "US Bombers on Alert to Deploy as Warning to the North Koreans," New 

York Times, 4 February 2003, p. A1, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; David A. Sanger and Eric Schmitt, 
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"Admiral Seeks Deterrent Force in Korea Crisis," New York Times, 1 February 2003, p. A1, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com;David E. Sanger and Thom Shanker, "US Sending 2 Dozen Bombers in Easy Range of 

North Koreans," New York Times, 5 March 2003, p. A1, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Sang Hun Choe, 

"US Heavy Bombers Arrive in Guam to Deter Hostility in West Pacific," Associated Press, 6 March 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

3 February 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency claims that the nuclear crisis on the Korean Peninsula cannot be settled unless 

the United States accepts North Korea's demands for "direct and equal negotiations and the conclusion of a 

nonaggression treaty."  

τ"US Hit for False Information," Korean Central News Agency, 3 February 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

3 February 2003  

The US State Department releases its proposed budget for fiscal year 2004 and does not earmark any funds for the 

administrative costs of the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO) or heavy-fuel oil shipments 

to North Korea. [Note: The State Department earmarked $3.5 million for KEDO administrative costs in fiscal year 

2003.]  

τ US Department of State, Special Briefing on 2004 Request for International Affairs Budget, Christopher B. 

Burnham, Assistant Secretary of State for Resource Management; Joseph W. Bowab, Deputy Assistant Secretary of 

State for Foreign Assistance Programs and Budget; and Sharon A. Nell, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for State 

Programs, Operations and Budget, 3 February 2003, www.state.gov; "US Not to Fund KEDO Administration Costs," 

Japan Economic Newswire, 3 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

4 February 2003  

US Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage tells the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that the Bush 

administration is committed to resolving the nuclear standoff with North Korea peacefully. Armitage also says that 

even though the administration will consider all options in dealing with matters of national security, the situation 

with North Korea dictates that diplomacy is the best option "at this time." When committee chairman Richard 

Lugar urges the administration to begin direct talks with North Korea, Armitage replies, "Of course we are going to 

have direct talks with the North Koreansτthere is no question about that."  

τPrepared Statement of Deputy Secretary of State Richard L. Armitage, WMD Developments on the Korean 

Peninsula, Hearing of the Committee on Foreign Relations, United States Senate, 108th Congress, 1st session, 4 

February 2003; "US Will Talk Directly to DPRK: Senior US Official," Xinhua News Agency, 4 February 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Ken Guggenheim, "Envoy of South Korean President-Elect Meets with Top US 

Officials," Associated Press, 4 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

5 February 2003  

Following a hearing of the House of Representatives Armed Services Committee, US Secretary of Defense Donald 

Rumsfeld tells reporters that the United States has assessed that North Korea possesses one or two nuclear 

weapons, and, given the rising tensions on the Korean Peninsula, North Korea might soon declare itself a nuclear 

power.  
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τ"N. Korea May Become Declared Nuke State, Rumsfeld Says," Japan Economic Newswire, 5 February 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

5 February 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency quotes a North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman as saying, "The DPRK is now 

putting the operation of its nuclear facilities for the production of electricity on a normal footing after their 

restart." The spokesman adds that the nuclear program would be limited to peaceful uses "at the present stage." 

[Note: The North Korean Foreign Ministry later denies that North Korea has restarted its nuclear facilities, claiming 

that the Western media misinterpreted its 5 February statement.]  

τ"US Anti-DPRK International Pressure Campaign Assailed," Korean Central News Agency, 5 February 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korea Has No Nuclear Arms But Can Make Some ς Russian Scientists," ITAR-TASS, 6 

February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

5 February 2003  

Lee Pyong Gap, a deputy director in the North Korean Foreign Ministry, tells the British daily Guardian that North 

Korea reserves the right to launch a preemptive attack on US forces stationed in South Korea. However, Lee also 

urges the British to encourage the US to hold direct talks with North Korea.  

τRichard Tomkins, "US Has 'Robust Plans' if N. Korea Attacks," United Press International, 6 February 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Jonathan Watts, "Pyongyang Asserts Right to Pre-emptive Attack Tensions 

Rise Over American Build-up," The Guardian, 6 February 2003, www.guardian.co.uk; US White House, Daily Press 

Briefing by Ari Fleischer, 6 February 2003, www.whitehouse.gov.  

6 February 2003  

The Rodong Sinmun, official newspaper of the Korean Workers Party, claims that a US preemptive attack on its 

nuclear facilities would trigger "all-out war." A commentary published in the paper and broadcasted on Pyongyang 

Radio states, "It is foolish for the US to think that we sit idle with folded arms to wait until it gives orders for a 

forestalling attack to be started. We will answer a forestalling attack with a powerful counterattack and all-out war 

with all-out war."  

τ"Prelude to Provocation of War of Aggression," Rodong Sinmun, in Central Broadcasting Station (Pyongyang), 6 

February 2003, in "North Korean Daily Warns 'Secret' US Plan to Destroy Nuclear Facilities," BBC Worldwide 

Monitoring, 6 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

6 February 2003  

US Secretary of State Colin Powell, speaking before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, says that while the 

United States is committed to resolving the issue of North Korea's nuclear program peacefully, the US is "still 

looking for the right formula" to provide North Korea with the security guarantees they are demanding. However, 

Powell says that the United States is "not going to just say you've got these guarantees and then hope they will 

satisfy our concerns and the world's concerns about what they have been doing with respect to plutonium 

activities and uranium enrichment." Powell reiterates that the best way to resolve the issue is through a 

multilateral framework that consists of the five permanent members of the UN Security Council as well as 

Australia, the European Union, Japan, South Korea and North Korea. Powell also tells the committee that the Bush 



   
 

 

Related content is available on the website for the Nuclear Threat Initiative, www.nti.org. 

This material is produced independently for NTI by the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies at the  
Monterey Institute of International Studies and does not necessarily reflect the opinions of and has not been  
independently verified by NTI or its directors, officers, employees, or agents. Copyright © 2011 by MIIS. 

 

administration has not taken any options off the table in dealing with North Korea.  

τ"US Mulling 'Right Formula' for N. Korea Nuke: Powell," Japan Economic Newswire, 6 February 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Powell Fields Questions from Senate Foreign Relations Committee," Channel 

NewsAsia, 7 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

7 February 2003  

US President George W. Bush claims that the United States is committed to resolving the nuclear crisis with North 

Korea diplomatically, but adds that "all options are on the table," inferring that the United States has not ruled out 

military force or economic sanctions.  

τ"Bush: 'All Options' Available in Resolving N. Korea Standoff," Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 7 February 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "US President Says 'All Options' on Table to Deal with DPRK," Xinhua News 

Agency, 7 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Jennifer Loven, "President Bush Says 'All 

Options on the Table' to Deal with North Korea," Associated Press, 7 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

7 February 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency claims that the United States is attempting to avoid its responsibility of resolving 

the nuclear crisis on the Korean Peninsula by insisting on multilateral talks. KCNA also claims that the current 

nuclear crisis on the peninsula is a result of the United States' hostile policy toward North Korea.  

τ"KCNA Urges US to Respond to Direct Talks with DPRK," Korean Central News Agency, 7 February 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp. 

7 February 2003  

A commentary appearing in the Rodong Sinmun, official newspaper of the Korean Workers Party, claims that the 

US Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld's decision to place 24 bombers on standby for redeployment to Guam 

proves that the United States is not interested in resolving the nuclear crisis peacefully. The commentary says, 

"This situation compels the DPRK to take due precaution and a counter-measure."  

τKorean Central News Agency, 7 February 2003, in "North Korean Agency Says US 'Dangerous' Build-Up 'Blatant 

Challenge,'" BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 7 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

7 February 2003  

The Joongang Ilbo reports that US reconnaissance satellites have detected steam billowing from North Korea's 

5MW(e) reactor in Yongbyon-kun, indicating that the reactor has been reactivated on what US and South Korean 

officials believe to be a test basis. Another Seoul official, who said he was not familiar with the imagery, said the 

reactor could have been put into operation because the loading of the 8,000 fuel rods is probably complete. He 

added, however, that because the plant has been idle since 1994, it is probably not operating at full capacity.  

τ"N. Korea's Reactor May Reach Full Operation after Mid-Feb.," Japan Economic Newswire, 7 February 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Oh Young Hwan, "North May Have Started Its Reactor, Officials Say," 

Joongang Ilbo, 7 February 2003, http://joongangdaily.joins.com.  
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8 February 2003  

A Rodong Sinmun commentary states that North Korea will never participate in multilateral talks to resolve issues 

related to its nuclear program.  

τPyongyang Broadcasting Station, 8 February 2003, in "North Korean Party Paper Rejects US Call for Multilateral 

Talks," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 8 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

8-11 February 2003  

Indonesian presidential envoy Nana Sutresna travels to Pyongyang in order to convey to North Korean officials that 

Indonesia is opposed to North Korea's nuclear weapons program and wants to help resolve the issue peacefully. 

North Korean officials reportedly reply that its nuclear program is an issue to be discussed only between the 

United States and North Korea.  

τShin Yong Bae, "NK Insists on Direct US Talks," Korea Herald, 14 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

10 February 2003  

South Korean Prime Minister Kim Sok Su says that he does not believe that North Korea has nuclear weapons.  

τ Lee Jong Heon, "S. Korea, US to Consult on N. Korea," United Press International, 10 February 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Christopher Torchia, "South Korea's Prime Minister Says He Doubts North Korea 

Has Nuclear Weapons," Associated Press, 10 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

10-12 February 2003  

Javier Solana, EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy, travels to Seoul and meets with 

high ranking South Korean government officials, including President Kim Dae Jung and President-elect Roh Moo 

Hyun, to discuss ways to resolve issues related to North Korea's nuclear program peacefully. Solana says that the 

EU remains committed to resolving the crisis through dialogue and plans to send a high level delegation to 

Pyongyang to help defuse the growing tension on the Korean Peninsula. Speaking at a press conference in Seoul 

following the meetings, Solana says that economic sanctions against North Korea would be counterproductive and 

serve only to inflame the already high tensions.  

τ"S. Korean President Meets Visiting EU Senior Official," Xinhua News Agency, 11 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Solana Reconfirms EU Plan to Send Delegation to N. Korea," Japan Economic 

Newswire, 11 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Jong Heon Lee, "EU Seeks to Resolve N. 

Korea Nuke Crisis," United Press International, 12 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11 February 2003  

In testimony before the US Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, CIA Director George Tenet says, "Kim Jong Il's 

attempts this past year to parlay the North's nuclear weapons program into political leverage suggest he is trying 

to negotiate a fundamentally different relationship with Washingtonτone that implicitly tolerates the North's 

nuclear weapons program." Tenet also states that profits from missile exports are necessary for North Korea to 

continue funding its missile, nuclear, biological and chemical weapons programs.  

τ"The Worldwide Threat in 2003: Evolving Dangers in a Complex World," Prepared Statement by Director of 
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Central Intelligence George J. Tenet, US Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, Current and Projected National 

Security Threats to the United States, 108th Congress, 1st session, 11 February 2003. 

11 February 2003  

Chung Tae Chol, a South Korean politician and recently returned envoy to the United Stated of President Kim Dae 

Jung, says that intelligence authorities believe North Korea possesses three plutonium based nuclear weapons.  

τYonhap News Agency, 11 February 2003, in "South Korean Lawmaker Says North Believed to Have up to Three 

Nuclear Bombs," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 11 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11-14 February 2003  

Representatives from North and South Korea meet for the fourth round of inter-Korean economic talks. During the 

talks the South Korean delegation stresses that economic cooperation between the two countries is hindered 

mainly by suspicions of a North Korean nuclear weapons program. The North Korean delegation refuses to 

comment on its nuclear program, stating only that it is a matter to be resolved through direct talks with the United 

States.  

τ"Inter-Korea Talks End without Date for Cross-Border Rail," Japan Economic Newswire, 13 February 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Pyongyang Sidesteps Nuclear Issue at Inter-Korean Economic Talks," 

Korea Times, 13 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

12 February 2003  

Testifying before the Senate Armed Services Committee, CIA Director George Tenet states that North Korea 

"probably" has one or two plutonium-based nuclear warhead. When asked by Senator Evan Bayh (D-IN) if North 

Korea currently possesses the capability of striking the West Coast of the United States with a ballistic missile, 

Tenet replies, "I think the declassified answer is yes, they can do that." When asked to clarify whether or not North 

Korea currently has the capability to couple a nuclear warhead to an ICBM, Tenet says that he will address the 

issue in the closed session.  

τUS Senate Committee on Armed Services, Threats to U.S. National Security: Hearing of the U.S. Senate 

Committee on Armed Services, 108th Congress, 1st session, 12 February 2003.  

12 February 2003  

The IAEA Board of Governors adopts a resolution finding North Korea "in further non-compliance with its 

obligations under its Safeguards Agreement." Noting North Korea's continuing non-compliance and the IAEA's 

inability to verify that North Korea has not diverted nuclear material to a nuclear weapons program, the Board of 

Governors decides to report the issue to the UN Security Council.  

τ"IAEA Board of Governors Adopts Resolution on Safeguards in North Korea," International Atomic Energy 

Agency, Media Advisory 203/48, 12 February 2003, www.iaea.org; Report by the Director General on the 

Resolution Adopted by the Board on 6 January 2003 and of the Agreement between the IAEA and the Democratic 

People's Republic of Korea for the Application of Safeguards in Connection with the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, International Atomic Energy Agency, GOV/2003/3, 22 January 2003.  
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13 February 2003  

US Assistant Secretary of State for East Asia and Pacific Affairs James Kelly tells the House International Relations 

Committee that North Korea's nuclear weapons program may prompt Japan to pursue a nuclear weapons 

program.  

τ"N. Korea Nuke to Affect Japan Nonnuclear Policy: US Official," Japan Economic Newswire, 13 February 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

13 February 2003  

US Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, in testimony before the Senate Armed Services Committee, says that 

North Korea poses a larger threat as a proliferator of nuclear weapons than as an aggressor in Northeast Asia. 

Rumsfeld also says that the United States is working with South Korea to redeploy US forces further south on the 

peninsula away from Seoul and the demilitarized zone. Rumsfeld says that he would like to see US forces "more 

oriented toward an air hub and a sea hub with the ability to reinforce so that there is still a strong deterrent, and 

possibly with our improved capabilities of moving people, some of those forces come back home."  

τBarry Schweid, "Powell: North Korea Rejects US Proposal for Regional Talks on Nukes," Associated Press, 13 

February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Bradley Graham, "US May Shift Troops in Korea," 

Washington Post, 14 February 2003, p. A20, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

13 February 2003  

US Secretary of State Colin Powell tells the House Budget Committee that US-North Korean bilateral talks are not 

an acceptable way to address issues related to North Korea's nuclear program, saying that North Korea poses such 

a threat to neighboring countries, such as China, Japan, Russia and South Korea, that a multilateral talks, 

incorporating all concerned states, is the only option.  

τBarry Schweid, "Powell: North Korea Rejects US Proposal for Regional Talks on Nukes," Associated Press, 13 

February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

13 February 2003  

South Korean Prime Minister Kim Sok Su tells the National Assembly that North Korea has extracted enough 

plutonium to make two nuclear weapons, but Kim adds that the South Korean National Intelligence Service cannot 

confirm whether or not North Korea has actually succeeded in construction nuclear weapons.  

τShin Yong Bae, "Seoul Claims No Knowledge of Nuclear Bombs in North," Korea Herald, 13 February 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

13 February 2003  

North Korean ambassador to the UN Pak Kil Yon says the only way to resolve the current standoff over North 

Korea's nuclear program is for the United States to sign a nonaggression pact. Claiming that North Korea's 

withdrawal from the NPT was a self-defensive maneuver, Pak says, "It is a big mistake if the United States thinks 

North Korea will sit idle while the United States is recklessly moving to overthrow the North Korean regime."  

τYonhap News Agency, 14 February 2003, in "Pyongyang to Resist US 'Overthrow' Attempt ς North Korean 

Envoy," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 14 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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13 February 2003  

Delegates from the United States and North Korea hold unofficial talks in Berlin on ways to resolve the standoff 

over North Korea's suspected nuclear weapons program. Official representatives from the United States and North 

Korea do not participate in the talks, but the experts on each side reportedly have close ties to their respective 

governments. At the 10 hour meeting, the North Korean delegation reportedly asked the US experts about the 

specifics of how the US government planned to verify the dismantlement of North Korea's suspected nuclear 

weapons program.  

τ"N. Korea, US Held Private Talks in Berlin over Nuclear Issue," Japan Economic Newswire, 5 March 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

14 February 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency condemns the IAEA for referring the issue of North Korea's nuclear program to 

the UN Security Council. KCNA states that since North Korea officially withdrew from the Nuclear Nonproliferation 

Treaty on 11 January, the IAEA, which it denounces as merely a tool of the United States, has no authority to 

discuss North Korea's nuclear program.  

τ"KCNA Blasts IAEA's Irresponsible Decision," Korean Central News Agency, 14 February 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

Mid February 2003  

Kim Tae Ho, a North Korean defector who reportedly worked at North Korean nuclear facilities from 1985 to 1992, 

tells Japanese media that, in preparation for a special IAEA inspection in 1992, North Korea concealed the full 

amount of nuclear activities at the Yongbyon nuclear complex by using lead boards to eliminate radiation traces 

emanating from secret underground levels dedicated to a nuclear weapons program. Kim also reports second hand 

that missile base located in Musudan-ri was constructed at that location to launch nuclear missiles at US forces 

stationed in Japan in the event of a war with the United States. [Note: In early 2003, Kim, who reportedly worked 

at the April Enterprise in the Yongbyon nuclear complex and the Namch'on Chemical Complex in North Hwanghae 

Province, published a book in Japan entitled, The Truth about the North Korea Nuclear Plants That I Saw, in which 

he details his eight years working for North Korea's nuclear industry.]  

τTokyo Seiron, 3 April 2003, pp. 88-95, in "Ex-DPRK Nuclear Plant Worker on Facilities in Yongbyon, P'yongsan," 

FBIS Document ID JPP20030313000011; Yomiuri Shimbun, 16 February 2003, p. 7, in "Japan: DPRK Defector Says 

Yongbyon Facility Ready to Resume Operations Any Time," FBIS Document ID JPP20030218000028; Tokyo 

Shimbun, 19 February 2003, p. 5, in "Defector Interviewed on Poor Safety Management at DPRK Nuclear Facilities," 

FBIS Document ID JPP20030220000051; Kim Tae Ho, Watashi ga Mita Kitachosen no Kakukojo no Shinjitsu," 

(Tokyo: Tokuma Shoten, 2003); Yoshijharu Fujiwara, "'Scoop Information' ς Nuclear Triggering Device Completed in 

1990," Yomiuri Weekly, 16 March 2003, in "Japanese Defense Official Says DPRK Completed Nuclear Triggering 

Device in 1990," FBIS Document ID JPP20030304000056.  

16 February 2003  

White House National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice says that the United States will not hold bilateral 

negotiations with North Korea over its suspected nuclear weapons program. Speaking on "Fox News Sunday," Rice 

says, "I know that the North Koreans would like nothing better than this to become a bilateral problem between 

the United States and North Korea." However, Rice says, "We cannot allow the North Koreans to step back into a 
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bilateral discussion with the United States."  

τ"US Not to Hold Bilateral Talks with DPRK: Rice," Xinhua News Agency, 16 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Transcript: Condoleezza Rice on Fox News Sunday," 16 February 2003, 

www.foxnews.com.  

16 February 2003  

In an interview with the Sunday Telegraph, Kim Chae Rok, North Korean government official, says that North Korea 

is planning to construct four new nuclear power plants to meet the energy needs of the country. Kim says that the 

new nuclear power plants will be able to produce up to 200MW of power.  

τMike Thomas, "North Korea to Build Four More Nuclear Reactors," Sunday Telegraph, 16 February 2003, 

www.sundaytelegraph.com. 

17 February 2003  

The New York Times, citing senior US government officials, reports that the United States is developing a plan to 

impose sanctions on North Korea aimed at encouraging North Korea to abandon its nuclear weapons program and 

halt its export of weapons of mass destruction, including ballistic missiles.  

τJames Dao, "US Planning Sanctions against North Korea," New York Times, 17 February 2003, p. A1, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

17 February 2003  

A spokesman for the Korean People's Army (KPA) declares that North Korea will abandon the 1953 Armistice 

Agreement that ended the Korean War if the United States imposes economic sanctions or sets up a naval 

blockade, actions which North Korea would view as acts of war.[Note: On 26 March, the KPA sends a message to 

the United Nations Command (UNC) stating that North Korea would no longer send delegates to meet with US and 

UN officers for routine meetings at the liaisons office in the truce village of Panmunjom. In the official message 

delivered to UNC Deputy Chief of Staff Major General James Soligan, the KPA reiterates its claim that economic 

sanctions or a naval blockade would be viewed as an act of war and North Korea would react accordingly.]  

τ"Spokesman for Panmunjom Mission of KPA Issues Statement," Korean Central News Agency, 18 February 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp.  

19 February 2003  

The UN Security Council considers the issue of North Korea's nuclear program for ten minutes and then decides to 

refer the issue to a group of experts before discussing it further.  

τ"Security Council Sends N. Korea Nuke Issue to Experts," Japan Economic Newswire, 19 February 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 February 2003  

Shin Kon, chief of South Korea's National Intelligence Service, tells the National Assembly's Intelligence Committee 

that although North Korea has prepared to reactivate its 5MW(e) reactor located in the Yongbyon nuclear 

complex, the reactor has not yet been reactivated.  

τYonhap News Agency, 19 February 2003, in "North Korea Shows 'No Sign' of Restarting Nuclear Plant ς Seoul 
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Intelligence," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 19 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea 

Has Yet to Fire up Nuclear Reactor: South Korean Spy Agency," Agence France Presse, 20 February 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 February 2003  

A Rodong Sinmun commentary claims that the United States' talk about resolving the dispute over North Korea's 

nuclear program peacefully is "nothing but a deceptive trick to mentally disarm us and guarantee a pre-emptive 

strike." The commentary warns the United States that if it continues on its current path of aggravating North 

Korea, it will lead to a "disastrous explosion."  

τCentral Broadcasting Station (Pyongyang), 19 February 2003, in "NKorea: Paper Warns USA of 'Disastrous 

Explosion' over Nuclear Issue," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 19 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

20 February 2003  

A North Korean MiG-19 fighter jet crosses the Northern Limit Line (NLL) in the Yellow Sea and temporarily flies 

about 13km into South Korean airspace. The incursion lasted only two minutes, as the North Korean jet retreated 

to North Korean airspace after several South Korean jets were scrambled to intercept it. South Korean Defense 

Ministry spokesman Brigadier General Hwang Yong Su states that the incursion, the first North Korean penetration 

of South Korean airspace since 1983, could have resulted in "very serious consequences in the current situation on 

the Korean Peninsula. [Note: North Korea has repeatedly stated that it does not recognize the NLL, thus instigating 

several naval clashes in South Korean waters, including a confrontation in June 2002 that resulted in the deaths of 

six South Korean sailors and an unknown number of North Korean sailors.]  

τSang Hun Choe, "North Korean Fighter Jet Crosses Border with South Korea, Returns without Incident," 

Associated Press, 20 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 20 February 

2003, in "N. Korean Jet 'Provocation' Possibly Related to Armistice Agreement Threat," BBC Monitoring 

International Reports, 20 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 21 

February 2003, in "UN Command Probes Possible North Korean Armistice Breach with Jet Incursion" BBC 

Monitoring International Reports, 21 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Don Kirk, "North 

Korean MiG Swoops off Coast of South Korea," International Herald Tribune, 21 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

20 February 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency warns that "the situation on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia is so 

alarming that a nuclear war may break out any moment."  

τ"KCNA on US Hostile Policy toward DPRK," Korean Central News Agency, 20 February 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

20 February 2003  

Ra Jong Il, Senior Advisor for National Security to South Korean President-Elect Roh Moo Hyun, meets with Chon 

Kum Ch'ol, vice chairman of North Korea's Korean Asia-Pacific Peace Committee. Ra reportedly initiated the 

contact in Beijing to propose an inter-Korean summit soon after Roh takes office.  

τOh Young Hwan and Lee Young Jong, "Roh Aide Met North Envoy in China," Joongang Daily, 5 March 2005. 
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22 to 25 February 2003  

US Secretary of State Colin Powell travels to Japan, China and South Korea on a diplomatic mission to coordinate 

policies with the East Asian nations regarding Iraq and North Korea. After meeting with Japanese Prime Minister 

Junichiro Koizumi and Foreign Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi on 22 February, Powell says that both agreed that talks 

to resolve North Korea's nuclear issue should be held in a "multilateral forum." On 23 February, Powell meets with 

Chinese President Jiang Zemin and his successor Hu Jintao in Beijing, and according to Powell, the two Chinese 

leaders insist that the North Korean issue should be resolved through bilateral talks between Washington and 

Pyongyang. Powell then travels to South Korea on 24 February to attend the inauguration of President Roh Moo 

Hyun, who reportedly tells Powell that Seoul supports resolving the issue of North Korea's nuclear program in a 

multilateral setting.  

τUS Secretary of State Colin Powell, Press Conference from Tokyo, 23 February 2003, US Department of State, 

www.state.gov; US Secretary of State Colin Powell, Press Conference from Seoul, 25 February 2003, US 

Department of State, www.state.gov; US Secretary of State Colin Powell, Press Conference from Beijing, 24 

February 2003, US Department of State, www.state.gov; US Secretary of State Colin Powell, Press Briefing on 

Board Plane en Route Elmendorf Air Force Base, 25 February 2003, US Department of State, www.state.gov; 

"North Korea Said to Restart Key Nuclear Reactor: US's Powell Consults Asian Nations," Facts on File World News 

Digest, 26 February 2003, p. 119D1, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

25 February 2003  

US Secretary of State Colin Powell announces that the United States will send 100,000 metric tons of food aid to 

North Korea in 2003 beginning with an initial delivery of 40,000 metric tons. [Note: The United States did not send 

any food aid to North Korea for the first two months of 2003, but Secretary of State Colin Powell claims that the 

suspension was merely due to congressional delays, not in order to exert pressure on North Korea.]  

τUS Secretary of State Colin Powell, Press Conference from Seoul, 25 February 2003, US Department of State, 

www.state.gov; "North Korea Said to Restart Key Nuclear Reactor: US's Powell Consults Asian Nations," Facts on 

File World News Digest, 26 February 2003, p. 119D1, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

25 February 2003  

Addressing the 13th Conference of Heads of State of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), Kim Yong Nam, president 

of the Presidium of North Korea's Supreme People's Assembly, says that North Korea's decision to withdraw from 

the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty was a self defensive measure and North Korea's "nuclear activities at this 

stage would be confined only to peaceful purposes such as the production of electricity."  

τ"DPRK Leader Defends Policy on Nuclear Issue," Xinhua News Agency, 25 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Lawrence Bartlett, "North Korea Warns over Nuclear Missiles at NAM Summit," 

Agence France Presse, 25 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Central Broadcasting Station 

(Pyongyang), 25 February 2003, in "North Korean Envoy's Speech at Non-Aligned Summit in Malaysia," BBC 

Worldwide Monitoring, 26 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

25 February 2003  

US reconnaissance satellites detect suspicious plumes of smoke emitting from North Korea's 5MW(e) reactor 

located in the Yongbyon nuclear complex, prompting US intelligence officials on 26 February to announce that 



   
 

 

Related content is available on the website for the Nuclear Threat Initiative, www.nti.org. 

This material is produced independently for NTI by the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies at the  
Monterey Institute of International Studies and does not necessarily reflect the opinions of and has not been  
independently verified by NTI or its directors, officers, employees, or agents. Copyright © 2011 by MIIS. 

 

North Korea has reactivated the nuclear reactor. [Note: Pursuant to the 1994 Agreed Framework, North Korea 

agreed to freeze operations at several nuclear facilities, including the 5MW(e) reactor in Yongbyon-kun. Therefore, 

by reactivating the reactor, North Korea directly violated the agreement.]  

τDavid A. Sanger, "Reactor Started in North Korea, US Concludes," New York Times, 27 February 2003, p. A1, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; George Gedda, "US Says North Korea Has Reactivated Nuclear Reactor," 

Associated Press, 26 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea Said to Restart Key 

Nuclear Reactor: US's Powell Consults Asian Nations," Facts on File World News Digest, 26 February 2003, p. 

119D1, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 27 February 2003, in "ROKG Allegedly 

Concedes Having 'Information' in DPRK's Reactor Reactivation," FBIS Document ID KPP20030227000079. 

Late February 2003  

The Chinese government closes an oil pipeline to North Korea for three days, reportedly as a warning to Pyongyang 

not to provoke the United States and escalate the crisis over North Korea's nuclear program.  

τJohn Pomfret, "China Urges N. Korea Dialogue: Beijing Sees Risk of Losing Influence in Area Vital to Security," 

Washington Post, 4 April 2003, p. 16. 

28 February 2003  

A South Korean government official tells the Yonhap News Agency that the South Korean government, after 

studying intelligence provided by the United States, has confirmed that North Korea has reactivated the 5MW(e) 

nuclear reactor located in the Yongbyon nuclear complex. In 1994, North Korea agreed to freeze operations at the 

reactor as part of the Agreed Framework. Yet despite North Korea's latest violation of the agreement, the 

government officials says, South Korea will not halt construction of two light-water nuclear reactors being 

constructed in Kumho-chigu [Shinp'o], North Korea as part of the Agreed Framework.  

τ"South Korea Confirms Restart of North Reactor, Expresses 'Strong Regret," Yonhap News Agency, 28 February 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Seo Hyun Jin, "Seoul Regrets News of Reactivation," Korea Herald, 

28 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

28 February 2003  

South Korea's Foreign Affairs and Trade Ministry issues a statement expressing "deep concern and regret" that 

North Korea decided to reactivate the reactor. In the statement, the ministry also "urge(s) North Korea to comply 

with our efforts, as well as those of the international community to find a peaceful resolution to the nuclear 

problem."  

τ"South Korea Confirms Restart of North Reactor, Expresses 'Strong Regret," Yonhap News Agency, 28 February 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Seo Hyun Jin, "Seoul Regrets News of Reactivation," Korea Herald, 

28 February 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

28 February 2003  

The Los Angeles Times quotes a US government source as saying that North Korea has been conducting activities at 

a plutonium reprocessing plant located in the Yongbyon nuclear complex. [Note: The "activities" referred to by the 

anonymous source could be a reference to the deliveries of coal and plumes of smoke emitting from the boiler 

detected by US and Japanese intelligence in January. The boiler, adjacent to the reprocessing facility, is used to 
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maintain the temperature of the nitric acid solution used in plutonium reprocessing.]  

τSonni Efron, "Activity Seen at N. Korean Nuclear Plant: US Observers Are Unsure Whether Pyongyang Has Begun 

Reprocessing Plutonium that Could Be Used to Make Bombs," Los Angeles Times, 1 March 2003. 

March to May 2003  

According to an 11 June Sankei Shimbun report that cites "an informed source on Korean Peninsula issues," Iranian 

nuclear specialists visit North Korea three times from March to May. According to the "informed source," a 

delegation of Iranian officials from the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran visit North Korea on 1 March for several 

days, and subsequently return to North Korea in April and May. The Iranian delegations reportedly seek advice 

from North Korean officials on how to manage IAEA inspections of a suspected nuclear weapons program.  

τSankei Shimbun, 11 June 2003, in "Sankei Reports Iranian Nuclear Experts Secretly Visited DPRK Thrice in 2003," 

FBIS Document ID JPP20030611000016. 

Early March 2003  

According to Japanese government sources, North Korean and Japanese government officials hold several informal 

telephone conversations during which the North Korean officials indicate that Pyongyang would be willing to 

participate in multilateral talks to resolve issues related to its nuclear program, backing off from its earlier demand 

that only bilateral talks with the United States would resolve the crisis.  

τKyodo News Service, 11 April 2003, in "N. Korea Easing Stance for Multilateral Talks," FBIS Document ID 

JPP20030411000162.  

2 March 2003  

North Korean radio broadcasts a commentary stating, "Should war break out on the Korean Peninsula due to the 

US imperialists, it will escalate into a nuclear war." The commentary continues, "Then, not only the Korean people 

in the North and South but the people in Asia and many countries around the world will suffer from a frightful 

nuclear catastrophe."  

τPyongyang Broadcasting Station, 2 March 2003, in "North Korea Says US Plan to Attack Nuclear Facilities 

'Presupposes' Nuclear War," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 2 March 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 March 2003  

Four North Korean MiG-29s intercept a US reconnaissance plane over international waters 150 miles from the 

North Korean coast. The MiGs, one of which flew within 50 feet of the RC-135S reconnaissance plane, reportedly 

attempt to force the US plane to land in North Korea. Following the incident, the United States suspends 

reconnaissance flights over the Sea of Japan, but flights resume ten days later. [Note: Due to heightening tension 

on the Korean Peninsula and North Korea's test-launch of anti-ship missiles into the Sea of Japan on 24 February, 

the United States had been conducting routine reconnaissance flights in anticipation of a ballistic missile launch by 

North Korea.]  

τKathleen T. Rhem, "North Korean Fighters Intercept US Jet Over Sea of Japan," American Forces Pres Service, 3 

March 2003; Matt Kelley, "US Considers Fighter Escorts for Surveillance Planes after Intercept by North Korea," 

Associated Press, 4 March 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Doug Struck, "N. Korean Jet Keep Their 

Distance During US Missions," Washington Post, 1 April 2003, p. 16.  
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3 March 2003  

In an interview with Sankei Shimbun, North Korean defector Kim Tae Ho says that North Korea's nuclear industry 

relies heavily on machinery and equipment imported from Japan via an unnamed Southeast Asian country. Kim 

says that materials and equipment used in the Yongbyon nuclear complex, from high acid resistant stainless steel 

liquid waste tanks and pipes, drainage pumps, hydraulic boring machines, to transportation trucks, were all of 

Japanese origin.  

τSankei Shimbun, 3 March 2003, in "Japan: DPRK Defector Says Nuclear Missile Aimed at Tokyo," FBIS Document 

ID JPP20030303000046. 

4 March to 2 April 2003  

US and South Korean forces conduct the annual Foal Eagle combined military exercises simulating a repelled 

invasion from North Korea. On 19 March, US and South Korean forces begin the Reception, Staging, Onward 

Movement and Integration (RSOI) combined military exercises integrating it with the second half of the Foal Eagle 

exercises. The United States deploys the aircraft carrier Carl Vinson and six F-117 stealth bombers to participate in 

the RSIO exercises. [Note: North Korea repeatedly condemns the military exercises as a rehearsal for a preemptive 

nuclear attack and subsequent invasion of North Korea.]  

τ"US and South Korea Troops Start Major War Games," Agence France Presse, 4 March 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Blasts Major US-S. Korea War Games," Agence France Presse, 4 March 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. Test Nuclear War against DPRK Flayed," Korean Central News 

Agency, 5 March 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; Jong Heon Lee, "US, S. Korea Launch Another War Game," United Press 

International, 19 March 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

5 March 2003  

The Washington Post, quoting a Senate source familiar with the Bush administration's evolving North Korea policy, 

reports that the United States is resigned to North Korea becoming a nuclear power and is now focusing on 

preventing North Korea from exporting nuclear material. However, Ari Fleisher, White House press secretary, 

denies the report, claiming, "It is important to make certain that there is a denuclearized peninsula. And that's why 

we're working so hard on this and why we have called directly and publicly for North Korea to dismantle its nuclear 

programs."  

τDoug Struck and Glenn Kessler, "Foes Giving in to N. Korea's Nuclear Arms," Washington Post, 5 March 2003, p. 

A1, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Press Briefing by Ari Fleisher, 5 March 2003, Office of the Press 

Secretary, United States White House, www.whitehouse.gov. 

6 March 2003  

In a televised news conference, US President George W. Bush says that the only way to resolve the nuclear issue 

with North Korea is through multilateral talks, and thus the United States must convince nations with vested 

interests that "they must stand up to their responsibility."  

τPresident George Bush Discusses Iraq in National Press Conference, 6 March 2003, Office of the Press Secretary, 

United States White House, www.whitehouse.gov. 
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6 March 2003  

US Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld says that the United States is currently considering moving US forces 

stationed in South Korea away from the DMZ. Speaking at a Pentagon town hall meeting, Rumsfeld says, "We still 

have a lot of forces in Korea arranged very far forward, where it's intrusive in their lives, and where they really 

aren't very flexible or usable for other things." Rumsfeld adds that while the Untied States remains committed to 

maintaining peace on the Korean Peninsula, South Korea "has all the capability in the world of providing the kind 

of up-front deterrent that is needed."  

τ"Pentagon Town Hall Meeting with Secretary Rumsfeld," DoD News, 6 March 2003, www.dod.gov. 

7 March 2003  

South Korea's Prime Minister Ko Kun tells US ambassador to South Korea Thomas Hubbard that "the role of the US 

troops as a tripwire must be maintained." Responding to US Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld's statements 

on 6 March that US forces should be redeployed away from the demilitarized zone, Ko tells Hubbard that it would 

be "inappropriate to talks about redeploying US troops at this time, given the tension surrounding the nuclear 

issue."  

τJames Brooke, "Musing on an Exodus of GI's, South Korea Hails US Pressure," New York Times, 8 March 2003, p. 

A11, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Realignment of USFK," Korea Herald, 11 March 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

7 March 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency says that the nuclear standoff between the United States and North Korea "can 

surely be solved if the US has a will to settle it through dialogues and negotiations with the DPRK."  

τ"KCNA Refutes Bush's Bellicose Remarks," Korean Central News Agency, 7 March 2003, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

8 March 2003  

Kim Myong Ch'ol, executive director of the Tokyo-based Center for Korean-American Peace, a group with ties to 

the North Korean government, says that North Korea will test-fire a missile capable of "splashing down off Los 

Angeles or New York" if the Bush administration refuses to participate in bilateral talks. Kim also warns that if the 

United States carries out a preemptive strike on the Yongbyon nuclear complex, North Korea will retaliate with 

missile attacks that will "leave Washington, New York and Chicago aflame."  

τ"US 'in Range of Korea's Missiles,'" Sunday Mail (Queensland), 9 March 2003, p. 44, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

9 March 2003  

A Minju Joson commentary claims that the United States is currently planning a preemptive attack on North 

Korea's Yongbyon nuclear complex. The commentary says that the US Department of Defense has developed plans 

to use not only air raids and cruise missile attacks, but also tactical nuclear weapons. The piece concludes that 

North Korea's "army and people will take every possible self-defensive measure to cope with the US forces' new 

war moves."  

τ"DPRK Ready to Repel Any US Military Attack," Korean Central News Agency, 9 March 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 
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10 March 2003  

The Rodong Sinmun, the official newspaper of the Korean Workers Party, says that the combined military exercises 

currently being conducted by US and South Korean forces are merely preparations for a preemptive nuclear strike 

on North Korea in the summer. The commentary also claims that North Korea will not sit by idly while it is just a 

matter of time before a nuclear war erupts on the Korean Peninsula.  

τCentral Broadcasting Station, 10 March 2003, in "North Korean Commentary Notes US 'Secretly' Drawing up 

Attack Plan," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 10 March 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11 March 2003  

The Rodong Sinmun calls on the United States to participate in bilateral talks to resolve the standoff over North 

Korea's nuclear program, saying "negotiations are neither a sort of reward to be given by one party to the other 

party nor a business dealing in which one party makes a profit while the other party suffers a loss."  

τ"DPRK-US Direct Talks Called For," Korean Central News Agency, 11 March 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

11 March 2003  

The US Department of Defense announces that the United States is deploying six F-117 stealth bombers to South 

Korea to participate in joint military exercises. [Note: The bombers arrive at Kunsan Air Base on 14 March.]  

τ"US Sending Stealth Fighters to S. Korea for Exercises," Japan Economic Newswire, 11 March 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

12 March 2003  

Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs James Kelly, in testimony before the Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee, says that North Korea's uranium enrichment program is becoming a serious threat to 

international security, claiming it is "only probably a matter of months and not years behind the plutonium 

[program]."  

τJames A. Kelly, Testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, "Regional Implications of the 

Changing Nuclear Equation on the Korean Peninsula," 108th Congress, Session 1, 12 March 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; James A. Kelly, Prepared Statement to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 

"Regional Implications of the Changing Nuclear Equation on the Korean Peninsula," 108th Congress, Session 1, 12 

March 2003. 

12 March 2003  

Speaking before the US House of Representatives Armed Services Committee, General Leon LaPorte, commander 

of US Forces Korea, says, "According to estimates by the Central Intelligence Agency and the Defense Intelligence 

Agency, North Korea has an untested ballistic missile capable of delivering a payload the size of a nuclear weapon 

to parts of the continental United States." General LaPorte also states that according to US military assessments, 

"the Kim regime believes possession of nuclear weapons will guarantee survival."  

τGeneral Leon J. LaPorte, Statement before the 108th Congress House Armed Services Committee, 12 March 

2003. 



   
 

 

Related content is available on the website for the Nuclear Threat Initiative, www.nti.org. 

This material is produced independently for NTI by the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies at the  
Monterey Institute of International Studies and does not necessarily reflect the opinions of and has not been  
independently verified by NTI or its directors, officers, employees, or agents. Copyright © 2011 by MIIS. 

 

12 March 2003  

North Korean radio quotes Kim Jong Il as saying that the United States is solely to blame for the current nuclear 

crisis on the Korean Peninsula since it has continuously threatened North Korea with nuclear weapons located in 

South Korea.  

τCentral Broadcasting Station (Pyongyang), 12 March 2003, in "North Korean Radio Blames USA over Nuclear 

Issue," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 14 March 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

13 March 2003  

The Rodong Sinmun, the newspaper of the Korean Workers Party, quotes Kim Jong Il as saying that the United 

States' recent deployment of two dozen bombers to Guam is "none other than a part of their military adventure 

maneuvers aimed at suddenly launching a preemptive strike against our republic with nuclear weapons." Kim is 

also quoted as saying, "The US imperialists are trying to provoke a nuclear war on the Korean Peninsula by all 

means and expand it into a global thermonuclear war."  

τ"Why Did B-52s Fly into Guam?" Rodong Sinmun, 13 March 2003, broadcast by Pyongyang Broadcasting Station, 

13 March 2003, in "North Korea Says US Planning Attack as Prelude to 'Global Thermonuclear War,'" BBC 

Worldwide Monitoring, 13 March 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

13 March 2003  

US Undersecretary of State for Arms Control and International Security John Bolton claims in an article published in 

the Far Eastern Economic Review that the United States was surprised that when it confronted North Korea with 

evidence of a clandestine uranium enrichment program in October 2002, North Korean officials broke with 

tradition and "brazenly admitted to developing a uranium-enrichment program (sic)."  

τJohn Bolton, "Why North Korea Is Different," Far Eastern Economic Review, 13 March 2003, www.feer.com. 

14-15 March 2003  

Representatives from over forty nations participate in track-two talks in Berkeley, California aimed at resolving the 

standoff over North Korea's suspected nuclear weapons program. While the talks are unofficial, many of the 

delegates, including three North Koreans, have close ties to their respective governments. The three participating 

North Koreans are Han Song Ryol, North Korean ambassador to the UN, Cho Kil Hong and Kim Sam Ch'ong, 

respectively deputy director and senior researcher at North Korea's Institute for Disarmament and Peace. During 

the talks, Kim reportedly says that North Korea's nuclear program is not intended to threaten anyone but is only 

intended to defend North Korea from the United States.  

τMatthew Yi, "North Korean to Join Berkeley Nuclear Meeting; Unofficial Talks Aim to Jump-Start 

Communications," San Francisco Chronicle, 14 March 2003, p. A12, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

Matthew Yi, "North Korean Official Explains Rationale for Nuclear Arms," San Francisco Chronicle, 15 March 2003, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

15 March 2003  

A commentary appearing in the Rodong Sinmun, official newspaper of the Korean Workers Party, claims that the 

current combined military exercises being conducted by the United States and South KoreaτFoal Eagle and 

Reception, Staging Onward Movement and Integrationτare aimed a preparing for an invasion of North Korea 
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using nuclear weapons. The commentary states that by integrating the two military exercises, the United States is 

"trying to once and for all complete preparations for a nuclear war for northward aggression and launch a nuclear 

preemptive strike against [North Korea] at any given moment."  

τ"Challenge to Peace and Reunification," Rodong Sinmun, broadcast by Pyongyang Broadcasting Station, 15 

March 2003, in "North Korea Claims US 'Pre-Emptive Strike' a Matter of Times," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 15 

March 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

16 March 2003  

Japan's Yomiuri Weekly, citing an anonymous military authority, reports that North Korea successfully developed a 

nuclear warhead triggering device in 1990.  

τYoshijharu Fujiwara, "'Scoop Information' ς Nuclear Triggering Device Completed in 1990," Yomiuri Weekly, 16 

March 2003, in "Japanese Defense Official Says DPRK Completed Nuclear Triggering Device in 1990," FBIS 

Document ID JPP20030304000056. 

17 March 2003  

Ra Jong Il, Senior Advisor for National Security to South Korean President Roh Moo Hyun, says that North Korea 

has not made any apparent preparations to begin reprocessing spent nuclear fuel rods.  

τ"N. Korea Shows No Sign of Reactivating Reprocessing Plant," Japan Economic Newswire, 17 March 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

18 March 2003  

South Korean President Roh Moo Hyun calls for multilateral talks to resolve the current standoff over North 

Korea's suspected nuclear weapons program. Speaking at the commencement ceremony of the Korea Air Force 

Academy, Roh says, "Not only dialogue with the North and cooperation with the United States and Japan, but also 

a cooperative framework involving China, Russia and the European Union should be activated. [Note: This is the 

first time that President Roh has explicitly called for multilateral talks to resolve issues related to North Korea's 

nuclear program.]  

τ"Roh Urges Multilateral End to NK Nuclear Standoff," Korea Herald, 19 March 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 March 2003  

Robert Gallucci, special envoy to the Korean Peninsula during the Clinton administration, says that the Clinton 

administration knew of North Korea's uranium enrichment program. Speaking at Korea University, Gallucci says 

that the Clinton administration had planned to bring up the matter with North Korea but never had the 

opportunity.  

τYonhap News Agency, 19 March 2003, in "Former US Envoy Says Clinton Administration 'Knew' of N Korean 

Nuclear Programme," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 19 March 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; Seo Hyun Jin, "After Iraq, U.S. Seen to Focus on N.K.," Korea Herald, 21 March 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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21 March 2003  

In an interview with the Mainichi Shimbun, US Ambassador to Japan Howard Baker says that the United States 

would not consider a preemptive attack on North Korea until first consulting with Japan and South Korea. Baker 

reiterates Washington's position that it seeks a diplomatic resolution to the nuclear crisis on the Korean peninsula.  

τYonhap News Agency, 28 March 2003, in "ROK's Yonhap: US Would Never Consider Unilateral Preemptive Strike 

on NK," FBIS Document ID KPP20030328000004. 

24 March 2003  

The United States imposes economic sanctions on Pakistan's Khan Research Laboratories and North Korea's 

Ch'anggwang Shinyong Corporation for "engaging in proliferation activities." The sanctions, imposed pursuant to 

the Arms Export Control Act and Executive Order 12938, prevent the US governmental or private sector from 

conducting business with either of the named entities for two years. Since the United States did not conduct 

business with either entity in Pakistan or North Korea, the sanctions are mainly a symbolic protest of missile 

technology transfers from North Korea to Pakistan. [Note: Khan Research Laboratories is primarily responsible for 

Pakistan's nuclear weapons program and Ch'anggwang Shinyong Corporation is the financial institution that 

processes payments for North Korean missile-related exports. While Pakistan is suspected of transferring uranium 

enrichment technology to North Korea through the Khan Laboratories, a US State Department spokesman claims 

that the sanctions "were for a specific missile-related transfer." The US embassy in Islamabad issued a statement 

following the implementation of the sanctions, claiming that the Khan Laboratory is charged with "material 

contribution to the efforts of a foreign country, person or entity of proliferation concern, to use, acquire, design, 

develop and or secure weapons of mass destruction." However, in the purposefully vague statement the embassy 

does not mention whether the Khan Laboratory is being sanctioned because of transfers of nuclear technology or 

receipt of missile technology.]  

τImposition of Missile Proliferation Sanctions Against a North Korean Entity, Public Notice 4326, Federal Register, 

vol. 68, no. 63, 2 April 2003, p. 16113; Imposition of Nonproliferation Measures on a Foreign Entity, Including a Ban 

on US Government Procurements, Public Notice 4327, Federal Register, vol. 68, no. 63, 2 April 2003, p. 16113-

16114; Nicholas Kralev, "Pakistan Purchases N. Korean Missiles," Washington Times, 31 March 2003, p. 1; Philip T. 

Reeker, Deputy Spokesman, "North Korea-Pakistan: Missile Related Sanctions and Executive Order 12938 

Penalties," US Department of State Press Release, 1 April 2003; David E. Sanger, "US Rebukes Pakistanis for Lab's 

Aid to Pyongyang," New York Times, 1 April 2003.  

Late March 2003  

Cho Myong Rok, first vice chairman of North Korea's National Defense Commission, travels to China to receive 

treatment for chronic kidney problems. [Note: In 2002, Cho, the highest ranking military official after Kim Jong Il, 

reportedly received a kidney transplant at the same Beijing hospital.]  

τ"North Korea's Military Chief Hospitalized in China: Report," Agence France Presse, 28 March 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

Late March 2003  

According to South Korean Defense Ministry officials, Washington informs Seoul of its intention to relocate the 

Army's 2nd Infantry Division south of the Han River in the latter half of 2003. This move would put the 2nd Infantry 
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Division out of range of North Korean long-range artillery.  

τ"Seoul Set to Block US Troop Reduction," Korea Times, 7 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

26 March 2003  

The Korean People's Army sends a message to the United Nations Command (UNC) stating that North Korea would 

no longer send delegates to meet with US and UN officers for routine meetings at the liaisons office in the truce 

village of P'anmunjom. The message is reportedly delivered by Lee Chan Bok to UNC Deputy Chief of Staff Major 

General James Soligan by telephone. The Korean Central News Agency reports that Lee informed Soligan that any 

economic sanctions imposed on North Korea would be viewed as a breach of the 1953 Armistice Agreement, and if 

sanctions were imposed, North Korea would respond by abandoning all commitments made under the Armistice 

Agreement.  

τVincent Yu, "N. Korea Ends 50 Years of Key Meetings," Associated Press, 27 March 2003; "Telephone Message to 

Chief Delegate of US Forces Side," Korean Central News Agency, 26 March 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; Yonhap News 

Agency, 26 March 2003, in "DPRK Threatens Not to Join P'anmunjom Talks Citing Military Drills," FBIS Document ID 

KPP20030326000076. 

26 March 2003  

Speaking before the US House Appropriations Committee, Secretary of State Colin Powell says that the United 

States has no intention of launching a preemptive military strike against North Korea. Powell also claims that while 

the administration does not want to withdraw all US forces stationed in South Korea, officials from Washington 

and Seoul have been discussing the possible redeployment of US troops in South Korea.  

τYonhap News Agency, 27 March 2003, in "ROK's Yonhap: US Has No Intention of Complete Withdrawal of USFK: 

Powell," FBIS Document ID KPP 20030327000013. 

27 March 2003  

North Korea's Supreme People's Assembly allocates 15.4 percent of the annual budget for defense expenditures, 

an increase from 14.9 percent for 2002. The increase in defense expenditures is part of a 14.4 percent increase in 

the overall expenditures. In order to fund the budgetary increases, the Supreme People's Assembly announces that 

it will sell government bonds for the first time since the Korean War. The Supreme People's Assembly also adopts a 

new military service law by which government officials who have not previously served in the military must join 

the Korean People's Army for at least three years. [Note: North Korean military budget figures are opaque, but the 

announced figures can be interpreted as a trend.]  

τ"Finance Minister on State Budget for 2003," Korean Central News Agency, 26 March 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; 

"State Budget Discussed at Session of DPRK Supreme People's Assembly," Korean Central News Agency, 26 March 

2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "6th Session of 10th SPA of DPRK Held," Korean Central News Agency, 26 March 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp; Lim Chang Won, Hong Kong AFP, in "AFP: North Korea Boosts Military Spending as Nuclear Crisis 

Persists," FBIS Document ID JPP20030327000103. 

28 March 2003  

US Secretary of State Colin Powell informs South Korean Foreign Minister Yun Yong Kwan that China has proposed 

three-way talks between the United States, China and North Korea in order to discuss the ways of resolving to 



   
 

 

Related content is available on the website for the Nuclear Threat Initiative, www.nti.org. 

This material is produced independently for NTI by the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies at the  
Monterey Institute of International Studies and does not necessarily reflect the opinions of and has not been  
independently verified by NTI or its directors, officers, employees, or agents. Copyright © 2011 by MIIS. 

 

rising tensions on the Korean Peninsula. Yun, considering the "seriousness of the situation," accepts the three-

party talks that exclude South Korea with the understanding that South Korea would participate in subsequent 

rounds of talks. [Note: The three-party talks are held in Beijing 23-24 April.]  

τYonhap News Agency, 16 April 2003, in "ROK's Yonhap: South Korea Confirms Three-Way Talks Over NK Nuclear 

Issue," FBIS Document ID KPP20030416000066. 

29 March 2003  

A commentary appearing in the Rodong Sinmun, official daily of the Korean Workers Party, states that North Korea 

"would have already met the same miserable fate as Iraq's had it compromised its revolutionary principle and 

accepted the demand raised by the imperialists and its followers for 'nuclear inspection' and disarmament."  

τ"DPRK Will Not Make Any Concessions or Compromise," Korean Central News Agency, 29 March 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp. 

31 March 2003  

During talks with Japanese Foreign Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi, Thomas Fargo, commander of the US Pacific Fleet, 

says that a strong deterrent is necessary in dealing with North Korea. Fargo adds that while North Korea should not 

be provoked, the international community must demonstrate that North Korea's nuclear weapons program is 

intolerable.  

τKyodo News Service, 31 March 2003, in "Kawaguchi, Fargo Agree N. Korea Nuke Program Intolerable," FBIS 

Document ID JPP20030331000109; "Strong Deterrence Needed for N. Korea: US Commander," Jiji Press Ticker 

Service, 31 March 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

1 April 2003  

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Alexander Losyukov says that the US-led war against Iraq is pushing North Korea 

to improve its defenses. Losyukov claims that it "is absolutely clear" that North Korea will pursue nuclear weapons 

more vigorously as a result of perceived threat of a US-led war against Iraq.  

τ"North Korea May Seek Nuclear Weapons Because of Iraq War: Russia," Agence France Presse, 1 April 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

1 April 2003  

Pakistani Information Minister Sheikh Rashid, responding to recent US sanctions on Pakistan's Khan Research 

Laboratories, claims that Pakistan has never imported nor exported nuclear weapons technology. [Note: The 

United States imposed the sanctions on 24 March pursuant to Executive Order 12938. While Pakistan is suspected 

of transferring uranium enrichment technology to North Korea through the Khan Laboratories, a US State 

Department spokesman claims that the sanctions "were for a specific missile-related transfer."]  

τHong Kong AFP, 1 April 2003, in "AFP: Pakistan Wants Proof from Washington of Alleged Nuclear Trade with 

DPRK," FBIS Document ID JPP20030401000152. 

6 April 2003  

The North Korean Foreign Ministry issues a statement saying that US military actions against Iraq "suggest that 

even the signing of a nonaggression treaty with the US would not help avert a war." The Foreign Ministry says that 
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the only way to avert war is for North Korea to develop a "tremendous military deterrent force."  

τ"Statement of FM Spokesman Blasts UNSC's Discussion of Korean Nuclear Issue," Korean Central News Agency, 6 

April 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

Early to Mid April 2003  

North Korea attempts to import three direct-currency stabilizers from Japan. The stabilizers are seized before they 

are unloaded in Thailand, where they were reportedly to be diverted to North Korea. On 8 May, Tokyo police raid 

Meishin, the Japanese company that exported the stabilizers. [Note: Direct-currency stabilizers, also called 

frequency converters, can be used for gas centrifuges.]  

τJoby Warrick, "N. Korea Shops Stealthily for Nuclear Arms Gear; Front Companies Step Up Efforts in European 

Market," Washington Post, 15 August 2003, p. 19; "Firm Admits to Exporting Nuke-Related Devices to N. Korea," 

Japan Economic Newswire, 8 July 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

9 April 2003  

The UN Security Council meets to discuss ways to resolve the growing nuclear crisis in North Korea but is unable to 

reach agreement reportedly due to China's refusal to support even a non-binding statement by the Security 

Council president condemning North Korea's recent moves to reactivate its nuclear weapons program. [Note: The 

five permanent members of the UN Security Council had met many times leading up to the 9 April meeting, but on 

8 April, the Chinese representative expressed strong opposition to any statement or resolution condemning North 

Korea. Speaking at an 8 April press conference in Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Jianchao said, 

"We think intervention by the UN Security Council now cannot help resolve the North Korean nuclear issue." 

Russia also did not support the resolution and reportedly informed the United States of its belief that if the 

Security Council adopted a resolution denouncing North Korea, Pyongyang would retaliate by officially declaring 

itself a nuclear power.]  

τ"Security Council Holds Talks on DPR of Korea Nuclear Issue," UN News Service, 9 April 2003, www.un.org; 

Colum Lynch and Doug Struck, "China Blocks U.N. Statement Condemning N. Korea: Move Hampers Security 

Council's Efforts to Pressure Pyongyang over Nuclear Weapons Program," Washington Post, 9 April 2003, p. 16; 

James Brooke, "North Korea's Neighbors Seek Crisis Role," New York Times, 9 April 2003, www.nytimes.com; 

Barbara Slavin, "North Korea Pulls Out of Non-Nuclear Treaty," USA Today, 10 April 2003, p. 10; Kyodo News 

Service, 12 April 2003, in "Kyodo: 'Diplomatic Source' Says UN Rebuke May Prompt DPRK to Declare Owning 

Nukes," FBIS Document ID JPP20030412000005. 

10 April 2003  

South Korean Foreign Minister Yun Yong Kwan meets with Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing in Beijing. The two 

agree to work together to persuade North Korea to participate in a multilateral dialogue in order to resolve issues 

related to its nuclear weapons program in a multilateral forum.  

τYonhap News Agency, 10 April 2003, in "ROK FM Official: ROK, China 'Might Have Agreed' on Multilateral Talks 

for DPRK Nuclear Issue," FBIS Document ID KPP20030410000115. 

10 April 2003  

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) officially recognizes that North Korea has withdrawn from the 



   
 

 

Related content is available on the website for the Nuclear Threat Initiative, www.nti.org. 

This material is produced independently for NTI by the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies at the  
Monterey Institute of International Studies and does not necessarily reflect the opinions of and has not been  
independently verified by NTI or its directors, officers, employees, or agents. Copyright © 2011 by MIIS. 

 

Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT). [Note: On 10 January, Pyongyang issued a statement announcing its 

withdrawal from the NPT, but the IAEA claimed that North Korea had to wait 90 days from the time of notification 

before the withdrawal would be official. North Korea is the first country to withdraw from the NPT since it came 

into force in 1970.]  

τBarbara Slavin, "North Korea Pulls Out of Non-Nuclear Treaty," USA Today, 10 April 2003, p. 10. 

12 April 2003  

The North Korean Foreign Ministry issues a statement saying that since North Korea is no longer a signatory to the 

NPT, there is no reason to resolve issues related to its nuclear program in a multilateral forum. The spokesman 

adds that North Korea seeks direct bilateral talks with the United States in order to confirm whether or not 

Washington has the political willingness to abandon its hostile policy toward North Korea. However, the 

spokesman states that North Korea is prepared to resolve the crisis without sticking "to any particular dialogue 

format."  

τ"Spokesman for DPRK Foreign Ministry on Peaceful Solution to Nuclear Issue," Korean Central News Agency, 12 

April 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

12 April 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency reports that at the 9 April UN Security Council meeting addressing North Korea's 

nuclear program, only the United States and one other country supported a resolution calling on North Korea to 

retract its withdrawal from the NPT.  

τ"Majority of UNSC Members Stand for Peaceful Solution to Korean Nuclear Issue," Korean Central News Agency, 

12 April 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

12 April 2003  

French and German authorities board the French ship Ville de Virgo and seize 214 aluminum tubes bound for 

North Korea. The aluminum tubes, made of a special alloy called 6061-T6, could have been used in the 

construction of up to 3,500 gas centrifuges for uranium enrichment.  

τJoby Warrick, "N. Korea Shops Stealthily for Nuclear Arms Gear; Front Companies Step Up Efforts in European 

Market," Washington Post, 15 August 2003, p. 19. 

15 April 2003  

US President George W. Bush meets with Secretary of State Colin Powell and reportedly approves a negotiating 

strategy for the upcoming trilateral talks with China and North Korea by which the United States will not settle for 

a freeze on North Korea's nuclear weapons program. Instead, the United States will demand that North Korea 

completely dismantle its nuclear weapons program. Senior administration officials announce the negotiating 

position on 16 April, adding that they had low expectations for the first round of talks scheduled to begin on 23 

April.  

τDavid E. Sanger, "Bush Takes No-Budge Stand in Talks with North Korea," New York Times, 17 April 2003, 

www.nytimes.com. 
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15 April 2003  

Speaking at a meeting of Japanese and Iranian lawmakers, Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Mohsen Aminzadeh 

says that Iran will not export nuclear or missile-related technology to North Korea.  

τJiji Press (Tokyo), 15 April 2003, in "Iran Not to Transfer Arms Tech to N. Korea: Deputy Foreign Min.," FBIS 

Document ID JPP2003415000074. 

16 April 2003  

Japanese government officials announce that Japan and South Korea will participate in the second round of 

multilateral talks aimed at reducing tension on the Korean Peninsula and resolving issues related to North Korea's 

nuclear weapons program. The first round of talks, scheduled to begin on 23 April, will only involve delegations 

from the United States, North Korea and China.  

τKyodo News Service, 16 April 2003, in "Japan, S. Korea to Join N. Korea Talks from 2nd Round," FBIS Document 

ID JPP20030416000158. 

18 April 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency quotes a North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman as saying, "as we have 

already declared, we are successfully reprocessing more than 8,000 spent nuclear fuel rods at the final phase as we 

sent interim information to the US and other countries." [Note: Many observers believed the statement to be an 

admission by the North Korean Foreign Ministry that North Korea had not only begun reprocessing spent nuclear 

fuel rods but had also informed other nations when it did so. However, officials from the United States, South 

Korea and Japan deny having been informed by North Korea that it had commenced reprocessing the fuel rods. On 

19 April, the US government Foreign Broadcast Information Services (FBIS) determined that the Foreign Ministry 

spokesman had not stated that North Korea had begun reprocessing spent fuel rods, but instead, KCNA had 

mistranslated an ambiguous statement. The FBIS translation is as follows: "We are successfully completing the final 

phase to the point of the reprocessing operation for some 8,000 spent fuel rods." On 21 April, KCNA posts a 

revised version of the English translation which states that North Korea has progressed "to the point of 

reprocessing fuel rods."]  

τ"Spokesman for DPRK Foreign Ministry on Expected DPRK-U.S. Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 18 April 

2003, www.kcna.co.jp; CNS, "Factsheet on North Korean Nuclear Reprocessing Statement," 23 April 2003, 

http://cns.miis.edu; "No Indication N. Korea Reprocessed Spent Fuel Rods: US State Department Official," Channel 

NewsAsia, 18 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 18 April 2003, in "South 

Korea Not 'Informed' on North Nuclear Reprocessing," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 18 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Paul Eckert and Arshad Mohammed, "Pyongyang Statement Puzzles Cites Banned 

Work on Spent Fuel Rods; Translation Disputed," Boston Globe, 19 April 2003, p. A5, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Charles Whelan, "North Korea Revises Statement, Removes Obstacle to Nuclear Talks," 

Agence France Presse, 21 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 April 2003  

The Weekend Australian reports that in late 2002, American and New Zealanders, working at arms length from 

their respective governments, helped Kyong Won Ha, a reported North Korean nuclear scientist, and other high 

ranking North Korean officials and scientists defect from North Korea. Operation Weasel, as it was called, 
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incorporated the help of the Pacific Island nation of Nauru to help transport the defectors from China to the 

United States or US allies. The US State Department denies that the United States offered any incentives to Nauru 

to help high-ranking North Koreans defect. State Department spokesman Richard Boucher calls the Weekend 

Australian report "great reading but untrue." However, the State Department neither confirms nor denies that the 

defections reported in the article actually occurred. [Note: On 3 June 2003, the director of South Korea's National 

Intelligence Service (NIS), tells that National Assembly that NIS has learned that Kyong is still in North Korea.]  

τMartin Chulov and Cameron Stewart, "N. Korean Scientists Defect," Weekend Australian, 19 April 2003, p. 1, in 

Lexis-Nexis,  

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Story on North Korean Defections False: US," Agence France Presse, 21 April 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 3 June 2003, in "S. Korean 'Source' Cast Doubts on 

Reported Defection by North Nuclear Scientist," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 3 June 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

19 April 2003  

Kim Ryong Song, chief North Korean delegate to the inter-Korean ministerial talks, sends a message to South 

Korean Unification Minister Chong Sae Hyon proposing the that the next round of talks be held on 27-29 April in 

Pyongyang. On 21 April, South Korea agrees to participate in the delayed talks. [Note: The tenth round of 

ministerial talks were originally scheduled for 7-10 April, but North Korea failed to respond to South Korea's 

requests for preliminary talks and never invited the South Korean delegation to Pyongyang, the scheduled venue.]  

τJong Heon Lee, "N. Korea Proposes Talks with South," United Press International, 19 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 21 April 2003, in "Further on Inter-Korean Agreement to Hold 

10th Cabinet-Level Talks 27-29 April," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 21 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

22 April 2003  

The Australian Report, citing "well-informed sources close to US thinking," reports that the US Department of 

Defense has developed a detailed plan to carry out precision strikes against North Korea's nuclear facilities and 

selected artillery units located near the demilitarized zone if North Korea begins reprocessing spent nuclear fuel 

rods.  

τ"US Draws up Plan to Bomb North Korea's Nuclear Plant: Australian Report," Agence France Presse, 22 April 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis,  

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

22 April 2003  

South Korean Defense Minister Cho Yong Kil tells the National Assembly that he believes that even though North 

Korea has completed preparations to reprocess 8,000 spent nuclear fuel rods, it has not actually started 

reprocessing.  

τ"N. Korea Has Not Yet Begun Reprocessing Nuclear Fuel Rods ς S. Korea," AFX-Asia, 22 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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22 April 2003  

Thomas Hubbard, US ambassador to South Korea, tells the South Korean press that the United States will not 

compensate North Korea for merely placing a freeze on its nuclear activities. However, Hubbard says the United 

States is prepared to implement a new "bold approach" in dealing with North Korea if it abandons its nuclear 

weapons program in a verifiable and irreversible manner."  

τ"North Korea Must Abandon Nukes First," Korea Herald, 23 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

23-24 April 2003  

China, the United States and North Korea hold trilateral talks in Beijing aimed at resolving the standoff over North 

Korea's nuclear program. The Chinese, US and North Korean delegations are headed respectively by Fu Ying, 

director general of the Asian Affairs Bureau of the Foreign Ministry, James Kelly, assistant secretary of state for 

East Asia and Pacific affairs, and Li Gun, deputy director general of the American Affairs Bureau of the Foreign 

Ministry. During the first day of talks, Li reportedly claims that North Korea has almost completed reprocessing 

8,000 spent nuclear fuel rods. Li also reportedly tells Kelly on the sidelines of the talks that North Korea already 

possesses nuclear weapons and threatens to conduct a nuclear test or export nuclear material. According to the 

Washington Times, Li tells Kelly, "We can't dismantle them. It's up to you whether we do a physical demonstration 

or transfer them." However, according to other accounts of Li's statement, Li did not explicitly threaten that North 

Korea would conduct a nuclear test or sell nuclear material, stating vaguely that North Korea might take "physical 

actions." At the talks, the North Korean delegation also presents a proposal for resolving the nuclear standoff by 

which the United States would offer diplomatic recognition and provide security assurances and economic 

assistance in return for North Korea's pledge to dismantle its nuclear weapons program. The North Korean 

proposal also reportedly calls for US-North Korean bilateral talks to be followed shortly by multilateral talks 

including China, Japan and South Korean. The talks, originally schedules for 23-25 April end a day early. [Note: The 

exact meaning of Li's claim that North Korea has almost completed reprocessing 8,000 nuclear fuel rods is not clear 

since sources present at the talks contend that Li used the same ambiguous language as the 18 April Foreign 

Ministry statement which sparked diplomatic tension due to an apparent mistranslation by KCNA.] 

τGlenn Kessler, "N. Korea Says It Has Nuclear Arms; At Talks with U.S.; Pyongyang Threatens 'Demonstration' or 

Export of Weapons," Washington Post, 25 April 2003, p. A1, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; David E. 

Sanger, "North Korea Says It Now Possesses Nuclear Material," New York Times, 25 April 2003, p. A1, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "US and North Korea Break Off Dialogue on Nuclear Issue," ITAR-TASS, 25 April 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Wolf Blitzer and Andrea Koppel, "Administration Sources: North 

Korea Threatens Nuke Weapon Test," CNN, Transcript #042401CN.V00, 24 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Bill Gertz, "N. Korea Reiterates Plans for Fuel Rods; Starts Talks Vowing Reprocessing 

Work," Washington Times, p. A1, 24 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea, in Talks 

with US, Says It Possesses Nuclear Arms; Said to Offer 'Deal' for Concessions," Facts on File World News Digest, 23 

April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea's 'Bold Proposal' Features 4 Points," Japan 

Economic Newswire, 28 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "US Urged Not to Raise Format of 

Talks as Precondition," Korean Central News Agency, 24 May 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 
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24 April 2003  

Kim Il Chol, minister of the North Korea People's Armed Forces, claims that the North Korean army is "equipped 

with powerful offensive and defensive means capable of defeating any formidable enemy at one swoop."  

τ"Revolutionary Armed Forces of DPRK Fully Ready to Wipe out Aggressors," Korean Central News Agency, 24 

April 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

24 April 2003  

US President George W. Bush, commenting on the recently concluded Beijing talks, tells NBC News that North 

Korea is "back to the old blackmail game." On the same day, Secretary of State Colin Powell says that North Korea 

should not walk away from the Beijing talks "with the slightest impression that the United States and its partners 

will be intimidated by bellicose statements or by threats."  

τDavid E. Sanger, "North Korea Says It Now Possesses Nuclear Material," New York Times, 25 April 2003, p. A1, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Secretary Colin L. Powell, "Changing Dynamics in the Asia-Pacific Region: 

Implications for U.S. Business and Policy," Speech at the United States Asia Pacific Council Symposium, 24 April 

2003, US Department of State, www.state.gov; Tom Brokaw Interview of US President George W. Bush, Transcript, 

25 April 2003, http://usinfo.org. 

25 April 2003  

The North Korean Foreign Ministry releases a statement saying that at the recently concluded Beijing talks the 

North Korean delegation offered a "new bold proposal" to settle the nuclear standoff. However, the Ministry 

claims the US delegation replied only be saying that it would not continue dialogue until North Korea abandons its 

nuclear weapons program in a verifiable manner.  

τ"DPRK Foreign Ministry Spokesman on U.S. Attitude toward DPRK-US Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 25 

April 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

27-30 April 2003  

North and South Korea hold the tenth round of ministerial-level talks in Pyongyang. The North and South Korean 

delegations are respectively headed by North Korean Senior Cabinet Councilor Kim Ryong Song and South Korean 

Unification Minister Ch'ong Sae Hyon. During the talks, the South Korean delegation demands that North Korea 

abandon its nuclear weapons program, but the North Korean delegation reportedly dismisses the demand, 

refusing to clarify the reported admission at talks with the United States and China in Beijing, and claiming that its 

nuclear program is an issue to be discussed only in bilateral US-North Korean talks. In a joint statement released at 

the conclusion of the talks, the two sides agree to "cooperate in resolving the nuclear standoff peacefully through 

dialogue."  

τ"North Korea, in Talks with US, Says It Possesses Nuclear Arms: Said to Offer 'Deal' for Concessions," Facts on File 

World News Digest, 7 May 2003, p. 324B3, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Stalls During 

Weapons Talks," Newsday (New York), 28 April 2003, p. A12, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Seo Hyun 

Jin, "North Deaf to South's Call for Disarmament," Korea Herald, 28 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 28 April 2003, in "N. Korea 'Reluctant' to Include South's 'Demand' on Nuclear 

Issue in Statement," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 28 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Jong 

Heon Lee, "S. Korea Fails to Get North's Nuke Pledge," United Press International, 29 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 
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http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 29 April 2003, in "North, South Korea Issue Joint Statement 

from Ministerial Talks," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 29 April 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

28 April 2003  

In a daily press briefing, US State Department spokesman Richard Boucher confirms that at talks held in Beijing on 

23-24 April the head of the North Korean delegation stated that North Korea possesses nuclear weapons.  

τRichard Boucher, US Department of State Daily Press Briefing, 28 April 2003, www.state.gov. 

29 April 2003  

White House spokesman Ari Fleisher says that the United States "will not reward North Korea for bad behavior." 

Commenting on the proposal presented by North Korea to the United States at trilateral talks held in Beijing on 23-

24 April, Fleisher says, "We will not provide them (North Korea) with inducements for doing what they always said 

they were going to do anyway."  

τ"US Rules Out Concessions to DPRK on Weapons Issues," Xinhua News Agency, 29 August 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Daily Press Briefing by Ari Fleischer, White House, 29 April 2003, www.whitehouse.gov. 

30 April 2003  

A North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman states that even though North Korea supported denuclearization of 

the Korean Peninsula, "the reality requires the DPRK to deter the escalating US moves to strike the DPRK with a 

physical force, compels it to opt for possessing a necessary deterrent force and put it into practice."  

τ"DPRK FM Spokesman Accuses U.S. of Derailing Denuclearization Process in Korea," Korean Central News 

Agency, 30 April 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

Late April to Early May 2003  

US reconnaissance satellites reportedly discover increased human activity at the Yongbyon nuclear complex and 

plumes of smoke coming from the Radiochemistry Laboratory, which indicates that North Korea has likely begun 

reprocessing its 8,000 spent nuclear fuel rods. However, commenting on the reports, White House spokesman Ari 

Fleisher says that intelligence analysts have come to "no hard conclusions" on whether or not North Korea has 

begun reprocessing the fuel rods.  

τGlenn Kessler, "Plan for N. Korea Will Mix Diplomacy and Pressure," Washington Post, 7 May 2003, p. A1, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Stephen Collinson, "'No Hard Conclusion' on Reported North Korean 

Reprocessing: White House," Agence France Presse, 7 May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Daniel 

Cooney, "South Korean Official: US Spy Photo Shows Signs North May Be Reprocessing Fuel Rods ," Associated 

Press, 8 May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "New Activity Spotted at North Korean Nuke Plant in 

Late April: South," Agence France Presse, 8 May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

3 May 2003  

According to the New York Times, US President George W. Bush informs visiting Australian Prime Minister John 

Howard that the United States may refocus its strategy from trying to prevent North Korea from acquiring nuclear 

weapons to preventing North Korea from transferring nuclear material to other states or non-state actors. The 

New York Times quotes an anonymous official present at the talks as saying, "The president said that the central 
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worry is not what they've got, but where it goes. He's very pragmatic about it, and the reality is that we probably 

won't know the extent of what they are producing. So the whole focus is to keep the plutonium from going 

further." However, US Secretary of State Colin Powell, speaking to reporters on 5 May following the New York 

Times report, denies that the US has shifted its North Korea policy, stating that the US is still committed to 

impressing upon North Korea that it should eliminate its nuclear weapons program.  

τDavid E. Sanger, "Bush Shifts Focus to Nuclear Sales by North Korea," New York Times, 5 May 2003, p. A1, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Secretary of State Colin L. Powell, Remarks with NATO Secretary General 

Lord Robertson after Their Meeting, US Department of State, 5 May 2003, www.state.gov. 

7 May 2003  

South Korean Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Yun Yong Kwan says, "Only the verifiable and irreversible 

scrapping of North Korea's nuclear programs can lead to security guarantees and economic aid for the North." Yun 

adds, "The United States and the international community will not reward North Korea for its bad behavior."  

τJong Heon Lee, "N. Korea Must First Scrap Nukes: Seoul's FM," United Press International, 7 May 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Pyongyang Must Earn Aid: Minister," Korea Herald, 8 May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

8 May 2003  

Tokyo police raid Meishin, a Japanese company run by pro-Pyongyang Korean residents in Japan, for reportedly 

attempting to export to North Korea frequency converters that could be used in a uranium enrichment program. 

Hong Kong authorities reportedly seize the devices after being alerted by Japanese officials. [Note: In mid-1999, 

the US Department of Energy issued a report stating that North Korea's Taesong Yushin Trading Company had 

recently ordered two frequency converters from a Japanese company, but the transfer was not confirmed.]  

τJohn Larkin and Donald Macintyre, "Arsenal of the Axis: North Korea Already Supplies Missiles to Rogue States. 

Now It Poses a New Threat: Nuclear Proliferation," Time Asia, 14 July 2003, vol. 162, no. 1, www.time.com; Bill 

Gertz, "Pyongyang Working to Make Fuel for Nukes," Washington Times, 11 March 1999, p.A1, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "US Concerned about Nuke Moves by N. Korea," Japan Economic Newswire, 11 March 

1999, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Shane Green, "Japan's Missile Parts Slipped into N. Korea," Sydney 

Morning Herald, 17 May 2003, p. 22, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

11 May 2003  

The Rodong Sinmun, official daily of the Korean Workers Party, claims that the United States' hostile policy has 

forced North Korea to arm itself with "the necessary deterrent and translate it into action."  

τKang Chol-su, "Fate of Denuclearizing the Korean Peninsula Depends on the United States' Policy," Rodong 

Sinmun, 11 May 2003, p. 6, in BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 28 May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

12 May 2002  

The Korean Central News Agency reports that the 1992 North-South Joint Declaration on the Denuclearization of 

the Korean Peninsula has been reduced to a "dead document" because of the hostile US attitude against North 

Korea. The report also states that North Korea will arm itself with a "physical means of deterrence" in order to 

cope with hostile US intentions.  
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τ"US to Blame for Derailing Process of Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula," Korean Central News Agency, 

12 May 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

13 May 2003  

Germany's Interior Minister Otto Schily presents a report of the Federal Office for the Protection of the 

Constitution stating that North Korean diplomats in Germany are involved in "intelligence service activities," and 

have been attempting to procure "sensitive goods" for North Korea's nuclear weapons program.  

τ"Schily Warning of Spies from North Korea," Bild, 13 May 2003, in "Germany Criticizes Behavior of Some North 

Korean Diplomats," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 13 May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

14 May 2003  

South Korean Unification Ministry spokesman Kim Chong No says that despite Pyongyang's admission that it 

possesses nuclear weapons and has begun reprocessing spent nuclear fuel rods, construction of the two KEDO 

light-water nuclear reactors continues. According to Kim, 605 South Koreans, 353 Uzbeks and 99 North Koreans 

are currently working on the reactors. Kim also announces that as of April 2003, South Korea has spent $850 

million on the project.  

τ"Two Nuclear Reactors under Construction in N. Korea," ITAR-TASS, 14 May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Jae Suk Yoo, "Construction of Nuclear Reactors in North Korea Ongoing, Despite 

Tension," Associated Press, 14 May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

14 May 2003  

US President George W. Bush and South Korean President Roh Moo Hyun meet in Washington. After the meeting 

the two leaders issue a joint statement in which they state that they "will not tolerate" nuclear weapons in North 

Korea and will continue to work toward "the complete, verifiable and irreversible elimination of North Korea's 

nuclear weapons program through peaceful means based on international cooperation."  

τ"Bush, Roh 'Will Not Tolerate' Nuclear Weapons in N. Korea," Japan Economic Newswire, 14 May 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Tom Raum, "South Korean President, Bush Agree They Can't Tolerate a Nuclear 

Armed North Korea," Associated Press, 14 May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News 

Agency, 15 May 2003, in "Full Text of South Korea-US Summit Joint Statement," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 15 

May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

20 May 2003  

At inter-Korean economic cooperation talks held in Pyongyang, South Korean Vice Finance and Economy Minister 

Kim Kwang Lim tells the North Korean delegation that if North Korea continues to raise tension on the peninsula 

with its nuclear weapons program, South Korea will not be able to promote inter-Korean business projects. In 

response, Pak Ch'ang Ryon, head of the North Korean delegation, warns that South Korea will suffer an 

"unspeakable catastrophe" if it continues to support US efforts to force North Korea to abandon its nuclear 

weapons program.  

τ"S. Korea Conveys Concern to North about Nuclear Program," Japan Economic Newswire, 20 May 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Korean Economic Bilateral Suspended after North Korean Threat," Deutsche 

Presse-Agentur, 21 May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 21 May 2003, in 
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"Inter-Korean Economic Talks Suspended after North's Warning," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 21 May 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

20 May 2003  

Testifying before the US Senate Governmental Affairs Subcommittee, North Korean defector Lee Bok Koo 

(pseudonym) says that ninety percent of the equipment used in North Korea's nuclear weapons program has been 

imported from Japan. [Note: This figure is not credible or reliable.]  

τTestimony of Bok Koo Lee (Alias) Before the Subcommittee on Financial Management, the Budget, and 

International Security Committee on Governmental Affairs, United States Senate, May 20, 2003, www.senate.gov; 

George Gedda, "Defectors, Their Faces Hidden, Testify on Weapons, Drug Exports," Associated Press, 20 May 2003, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

23 May 2003  

US President George W. Bush and Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi meet at the president's ranch in 

Crawford, Texas. Immediately following the meeting, Bush says at a joint press conference that the two leaders 

remain confident that the standoff over North Korea's nuclear weapons program can be resolved diplomatically, 

but "further escalation of the situation by North Korea will require tougher measures from the international 

community."  

τSarah Suk, "Koizumi, Bush to Get Tough with N. Korea if Needed," Japan Economic Newswire, 23 May 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Bush, Koizumi Vow to Not Be Intimidated by Pyongyang," Deutsche 

Presse-Agentur, 23 May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Scott Lindlaw, "Bush, Koizumi Present 

United Front against North Korean's Nuclear Program," Associated Press, 23 May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

30 May to 1 June 2003  

Curt Weldon, vice chairman of the US House Armed Services Committee, leads a group of six US congressmen to 

Pyongyang to meet with North Korean officials including Foreign Minister Paek Nam Sun, and Ch'oi Tae Bok, 

chairman of the Supreme People's Assembly. After the trip, Weldon tells reporters in Seoul that senior North 

Korean officials confirmed that North Korea currently possesses nuclear weapons and is in the final stages of 

reprocessing 8,000 spent nuclear fuel rods. Despite the admission, Weldon claims that the "extensive and lengthy 

meetings" with senior North Korean officials were amicable, leading him to believe that there is "a window of 

opportunity" to resolve the crisis peacefully before it erupts into military conflict.  

τDon Kirk, "Disparate Views Emerge over North Korean Nuclear Strengths," New York Times, 2 June 2003, 

www.nytimes.com; "US Lawmakers Seeking to Ease Tensions Arrive in North Korea," Associated Press, 30 May 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "DPRK Officials Meet US Legislators," Xinhua News Agency, 31 

May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "SPA Chairman Meets Delegation of US Congressmen," 

Korean Central News Agency, 31 May 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

31 May 2003  

US President George W. Bush announces a plan to interdict ships and planes suspected of transferring weapons of 

mass destruction. Bush announces the plan, called the Proliferation Security Initiative, at a speech in Krakow, 



   
 

 

Related content is available on the website for the Nuclear Threat Initiative, www.nti.org. 

This material is produced independently for NTI by the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies at the  
Monterey Institute of International Studies and does not necessarily reflect the opinions of and has not been  
independently verified by NTI or its directors, officers, employees, or agents. Copyright © 2011 by MIIS. 

 

Poland.  

τUS President George W. Bush, Remarks by the President to the People of Poland, Krakow, Poland, 31 May 2003, 

<http://www.whitehouse.gov>. 

June 2003  

In an interview with Gendai, a Japanese monthly, An Yong Chol (pseudonym), a former general in the Korean 

People's Army, claims that North Korea imported four intercontinental ballistic missiles armed with nuclear 

warheads from the Soviet Union in 1983. According to An, the nuclear missiles, which have a range of 8,000km and 

are targeted at the US mainland, are located at an underground facility in P'odae-ri, Samjiyon-kun, Yanggang 

Province. In addition to the four Soviet origin nuclear missiles, An claims North Korea has indigenously developed 

dozens of nuclear missiles with a range of 4,000km. These missiles are reportedly targeted at US military bases in 

Okinawa. An also states that North Korea, under the guidance of the Soviet Union, built a secret nuclear base in 

Cuba in the 1970s. [Note: An's claims are highly suspect. Many North Korean defectors exaggerate claims and 

distort information in order to inflate their personal value to the countries to which they defect. Hideshi Takesada, 

a professor at Japan's National Institute for Defense Studies, tells Agence France Presse that An "may possibly be a 

defector who has been sent by the North or wants to whip up fear as a gift for the North.]  

τGendai, June 2003, pp. 28-40, in "DPRK: 'Ex-General' Describes Underground Military Bases to Japan Journal," 

FBIS Document ID JPP20030507000011; "N. Korea Has Dozens of Nukes, Top Defector Tells Magazine," Agence 

France Presse, 14 May 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

2 June 2003  

Time reports that in May the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) recruited a foreign nuclear scientist who had 

worked on North Korea's nuclear weapons program. Citing two anonymous US officials and a "foreign government 

source," Time reports that the scientist has provided information on the "location, degree of development in 

capabilities, where they are, how far along they are in developing multiple-weapons capabilities." The scientist 

reportedly tells the CIA that North Korea's nuclear weapons program is much further along than it had thought.  

τTimothy J. Burger and Perry Bacon Jr., "A New Eye on North Korea," Time, 2 June 2003, vol. 161, no. 22, p. 19. 

4 June 2003  

Speaking before the House International Relations Committee, John Bolton, US Under Secretary of State for Arms 

Control and International Security, says that because many rogue states seeking weapons of mass destruction "are 

nearly immune to conventional diplomatic dialogue," the United States is considering other "robust techniques" to 

combat WMD proliferation such as economic sanctions, interdiction and preemptive attacks. With regard to North 

Korea, Bolton says, "While all options remain on the table, the United States has made clear repeatedly and at the 

highest levels that we seek a peaceful, diplomatic end to North Korea's nuclear weapons program."  

τJohn R. Bolton, Under Secretary for Arms Control and International Security, Testimony before the House 

International Relations Committee, US Department of State, 4 June 2003, www.state.gov. 

7 June 2003  

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and South Korean President Roh Moo Hyun meet in Tokyo to discuss 

various bilateral issues including how to deal with North Korea's nuclear weapons program. The two leaders agree 
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that North Korea must dismantle its nuclear weapons program in a "verifiable and irreversible manner," and they 

also agree that the issue should be resolved in a "peaceful and diplomatic manner."  

τYonhap News Agency, 7 June 2003, in "'Unofficial Translation' of Japan-South Korea Joint Statement," BBC 

Worldwide Monitoring, 7 June 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

9 June 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency reports that if the United States does eliminate its hostile policy toward North 

Korea, Pyongyang "will have no option but to build up a nuclear deterrent force." According to KCNA, North 

Korea's intention to build up a nuclear deterrent is based on a desire to reduce the size of conventional forces 

while maintaining the same level of military deterrence. The report also claims that since North Korea is no longer 

a party to the NPT, it is as entitled under international as the United States to possess nuclear weapons.  

τ"KCNA on DPRK's Nuclear Deterrent Force," Korean Central News Agency, 9 June 2003, www.kcna..co.jp. 

12 June 2003  

Delegates from eleven countries meet in Madrid to discuss a program of interdicting vessels from "rogue states" 

suspected of shipping weapons of mass destruction technology or missile technology. The eleven countries that 

participated in the meeting are Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Spain, 

Australia and the United States. [Note: The meeting is part of the Proliferation Security Initiative, which was first 

introduced by US President George W. Bush during a 31 May speech in Poland.]  

τSteven R. Weisman, "Plan to Block North Korean Nuclear Shipments Gains Support," New York Times, 18 June 

2003, www.nytimes.com; Sonni Efron and Barbara Demick, "11 Nations to Discuss Blocking Shipments of Weapons 

Material; US-led Talks in Madrid Seek Ways to Stop Such Trade by 'Rogue' Countries or Terrorists," Los Angeles 

Times, 12 June 2003, p. 13, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

12-13 June 2003  

Representatives from the United Stated, Japan and South Korea meet in Hawaii for a meeting of the Trilateral 

Coordination and Oversight Group aimed at coordinating policies on North Korea. In a joint statement issued at the 

conclusion of the talks, the delegations state that while North Korea's nuclear weapons program will not be 

tolerated, the conflict should be resolved peacefully and diplomatically through five-party talks that include Japan, 

South Korea and China. At the talks, the US delegation reportedly suggests halting the project to build two light 

water nuclear reactors in August and beginning talks to dissolve KEDO, the consortium in charge of the light water 

reactor project.  

τ"Japan, US, S. Korea to Seek 5-Way Talks with N. Korea," Jiji Press Ticker Service, 12 June 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Kyodo News Service, 13 June 2003, in "Japan, US, South Korea Agree to Urge N. Korea 

to Abandon Nukes," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 13 June 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap 

News Agency, 14 June 2003, in "South Korea, Japan, US Issue Statement in Dealing with Pyongyang," BBC 

Worldwide Monitoring, 14 June 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 14 June 

2003, in "South Korean Official Says Seoul Keen to Continue North Energy Project," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 14 

June 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Seoul Hints at Complying with US to Halt Nuclear Plant in 

NK," Korea Times, 26 June 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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13 June 2003  

South Korean Unification Minister Chong Se Hyon says that if North Korea "worsens the nuclear situation, it will 

inevitably affect exchanges and cooperation between South and North Korea."  

τSang Hun Choe, "South Korea Threatens to Cut Economic Cooperation with North Korea," Associated Press, 13 

June 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

18 June 2003  

A commentary appearing in the Rodong Sinmun, official daily of the Korean Workers Party, claims that the United 

States' insistence that North Korea abandon its nuclear weapons program before commencing negotiations is 

merely "intended to contain (North Korea) with ease after forcing it to disarm itself."  

τ"DPRK's Determination to Strongly React to US Hard-Line Measure Reiterated," Korean Central News Agency, 18 

June 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

18 June 2003  

The North Korean Foreign Ministry issues a statement saying that North Korea "will put further spurs to increasing 

its nuclear deterrent force for self-defense as a just self-defense measure to cope with the US strategy to isolate 

and stifle (North Korea)."  

τ"DPRK to Put Spurs to Increasing Its Nuclear Deterrent Force for Self-Defence," Korean Central News Agency, 18 

June 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

19 June 2003  

At the ASEAN Regional Forum meeting in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, US Secretary of State Colin Powell and North 

Korean Ambassador Ho Jong meet informally for three minutes. Powell reportedly reiterates the United States 

desire to resolve the standoff over North Korea's nuclear program through multilateral talks that include China, 

Japan and South Korea.  

τGlenn Kessler, "N. Korea's Nuclear Ambition Are Urgent Issue, Powell Says," Washington Post, 19 January 2003, 

p. A23, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

24 June 2003  

Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf tells US President George W. Bush that Pakistan will have no military 

cooperation with North Korea in the future. Speaking to reporters the following day, Musharraf says, "It is an issue 

of the past, there is no linkage whatsoever between Pakistan and North Korea."  

τ"Pakistan Vows Not to Have Military Contact with N. Korea," Japan Economic Newswire, 24 June 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Musharraf ς Pakistan Will Not 'in Future' Proliferate Its Nuclear Technology," 

AFX ς Asia, 25 June 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

24 June 2003  

Minju Choson, a North Korean publication, reports that aggressive moves by the United States compel North Korea 

"to increase its nuclear deterrent."  

τKorean Central News Agency, 24 June 2003, in "North Korea Stresses 'Nuclear Deterrent Force' to Counter US 

Moves," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 24 June 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 
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Late June 2003  

Charles Kartman, executive director of the Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO), travels to 

Japan and South Korea to discuss the future of KEDO. On 27 June, Kartman meets with Japanese Foreign Minister 

Yoriko Kawaguchi and Katsunari Suzuki, the Japanese official in charge of KEDO issues. Kawaguchi reportedly warns 

Kartman that suspension of the KEDO project at this time could seriously hinder the proposed upcoming 

multilateral talks. On 30 June, Kartman meets with South Korean Foreign Minister Yun Yong Kwan and warns that 

the future of KEDO depends on the amount of progress made in talks with North Korea regarding its nuclear 

weapons program. [Note: During a meeting of the Trilateral Coordination and Oversight Group held in Hawaii from 

12 to 13 June, the United States representative suggested abandoning the KEDO project in August if no progress 

had been made in urging North Korea to abandon its nuclear weapons program.]  

τ"Reactor Project Depends on Progress in N. Korea Nuke Crisis: KEDO Chief," Agence France Presse, 30 June 2003, 

in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Gary Schaefer, "Minister: Japan Doesn't Want to Pull Plug on North 

Korean Nuclear Project," Associated Press, 27 June 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan 

Cautious about Suspending KEDO Project," Japan Economic Newswire, 27 June 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

27 June 2003  

US Ambassador to Japan Howard Baker warns North Korea that the international community could easily grow 

impatient "in the face of serial provocations" by North Korea, adding that the United States has not taken any 

option off the table.  

τNatsumi Mizumoto, "US Unlikely to Stick to KEDO Program for N. Korea: Envoy," Japan Economic Newswire, 27 

June 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

Early July 2003  

Park Kap Tong, a North Korean defector currently living in Japan, meets with the US National Security Council and 

advises high ranking Bush administration officials that Kim Jong Il has made the decision to develop nuclear 

weapons and will not stop even if a the United States tries to implement a system of verifiable inspections. 

Warning that North Korea will use nuclear weapons against South Korea, Japan and the United States if given the 

time to develop a miniaturized nuclear warhead, Park advises the administration officials to carry out preemptive 

strikes against "selected targets" in North Korea in order to destroy Kim Jong Il's regime. [Note: Park is the head of 

the National Salvation Front, a group of high ranking military and civilian defectors from North Korea.]  

τ"Defector to Bush Officials: Strike N. Korea before It's Too Late," World Tribune, 11 July 2003, 

www.worldtribune.com. 

1 July 2003  

The New York Times reports that in recent weeks the US Central Intelligence Agency has discovered a new high-

explosive test site in Yongdok-dong, Kusong, North P'yon'an Province, North Korea. According to US intelligence 

officials cited in the report, the test site is could be used to develop high-explosive triggering devices necessary for 

miniaturizing nuclear warheads. [Note: The site is not new.]  

τDavid E. Sanger, "CIA Said to Find Nuclear Advances by North Koreans," New York Times, 1 July 2003, p. A1, 

www.nytimes.com. 
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1 July 2003  

The chief of the P'anmunjom mission of the Korean People's Army (KPA) warns the United States that any type of 

economic sanctions or blockades will be met with "merciless retaliatory measures" as the KPA will no longer be 

bound by the Armistice Agreement.  

τ"Statement of Chief of KPA Panmunjom Mission," Korean Central News Agency, 1 July 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

2-3 July 2003  

Representatives from the United States, Japan and South Korea meet in Washington to discuss how to 

diplomatically resolve the standoff over North Korea's nuclear weapons program. All three delegations agree to 

call on North Korea to resolve the nuclear standoff through five-party talks that would include representatives 

from the United States and North Korea as well as China, Japan and South Korea. According to sources close to the 

talks, the three sides agree to discuss suspending the KEDO light water reactor project if negotiations with North 

Korea do not produce any results by the end of August. [Note: US officials reportedly want to make a decision on 

the suspension or cancellation of the KEDO project before Congress begins debate in early September on the 

budget for fiscal year 2004.]  

τ"US, Japanese, S. Korean Officials Meet on DPRK Nuclear Issue," Xinhua News Agency, 2 July 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan Proposes Suspension of KEDO Reactor Construction," Japan Economic 

Newswire, 3 July 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 3 July 2003, in "South 

Korea Presents USA, Japan with Blueprint to Resolve North Crisis," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 3 July 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "No Decision Made for KEDO Project for N. Korea," Jiji Press Ticker Service, 

4 July 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "US Eyes KEDO Decision by Aug. to Stop Reactor 

Construction," Japan Economic Newswire, 8 July 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

3 July 2003  

South Korean Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Yun Yong Kwan says that there is no evidence that North Korea 

has begun reprocessing spent nuclear fuel rods.  

τYonhap News Agency, 3 July 2003, in "South Korean Minister: 'No Clear Sign' North Reprocessing Spent Fuel 

Rods," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 3 July 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

4 July 2003  

Hwang Chang Yop, the highest ranking North Korean ever to defect to the South, tells the South Korean National 

Assembly that in 1996 Kim Jong Il and Chon Pyong Ho, one of Kim's top aides on national security, told him 

personally that North Korea had developed nuclear weapons. Hwang also says that by the time he defected in 

1997, North Korea had concluded a deal to obtain uranium enrichment technology from Pakistan. In addition, 

Hwang claims, North Korea had plans to conduct an underground nuclear explosion in 1991 or 1992.  

τYonhap News Agency, 4 July 2003, in "Top Defector Says North Korea, Pakistan Agreed Uranium Enrichment 

Deal," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 4 July 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Jae Suk Yoo, "Defector 

Says North Korean Leader Claimed Nuclear Capability in 1996," Associated Press, 4 July 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  
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5 July 2003  

A South Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade official says that North Korea has not begun full-scale 

reprocessing of 8,000 spent nuclear fuel cells in its possession. Instead, the official claims, North Korea conducted 

limited tests of its reprocessing facilities between late April and Early May.  

τ"North Korea Has Not Yet Begun Reprocessing Spent Fuel: South Korean Official," Agence France Presse, 5 July 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Yonhap News Agency, 5 July 2003, in "South Korea Believes North 

Ran Reprocessing Facilities on Trial Basis," BBC Worldwide Monitoring, 5 July 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

6 July 2003  

Colonel Shin Chae Kon of South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) says that following the 1994 Agreed Framework, 

North Korea diverted all of its top scientists from working on its plutonium-based nuclear weapons program to a 

uranium-based nuclear weapons program. In an article published in the JCS magazine, Shin also claims that North 

Korea is most likely developing a "gun-type" uranium bomb instead of a more technologically complicated 

implosion device.  

τYonhap News Agency, 6 July 2003, in "North Korea Developing Uranium-Based Nuclear Bombs, Says South 

Military Official," BBC Monitoring International Reports, 6 July 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com. 

8 July 2003  

During an unannounced meeting at the UN in New York, North Korean representatives to the UN reportedly tell 

Charles "Jack" Pritchard, a State Department official, that on 30 June North Korea completed reprocessing 8,000 

spent nuclear fuel rods and is currently using the plutonium to make additional nuclear weapons.  

τDavid E. Sanger, "North Korea Says It Has made Fuel from Atom Bombs, New York Times, 15 July 2003, 

www.nytimes.com. 

9 July 2003  

South Korea's National Intelligence Service (NIS) reports to the National Assembly Intelligence Committee that 

according to NIS estimates, "North Korea has recently reprocessed a small number of the 8,000 fuel rods it was 

keeping in Yongbyon-kun." The NIS also reports that North Korea has conducted over 70 tests of suspected nuclear 

triggering devices in Yongdok-dong, Kusong, North P'yon'an Province.  

τ"North Korea Reprocessed Nuclear Rods, Seoul Says," New York Times, 9 July 2003, www.nytimes.com.  

9-10 July 2003  

Representatives of eleven nations meet in Brisbane, Australia to support a US plan to intercept North Korean 

shipments of weapons of mass destruction and missiles. The eleven nations involved in the plan, called the 

Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI), are Australia, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Poland, 

Portugal, Spain, Britain and the United States. In a statement adopted on 10 July, the participant nations of the PSI 

voice support for the initiative and also agree to increase the level of intelligence sharing regarding suspect 

shipments. [Note: North Korea has stated on numerous occasions that it would consider any interdiction an act of 

war.]  

τBob Burton, "11 Nations to Help US Intercept North Korean Transport," Inter Press Service, 10 July 2003. 
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10-12 July 2003  

Representatives of North and South Korea meet in Seoul for the eleventh Inter-Korean Ministerial Meeting. The 

North and South Korean delegations are headed by Kim Ryong Song and Chong Se Hyon respectively. In his 

opening speech, Kim blames the United States for the current nuclear standoff and says that North Korea is 

prepared for both dialogue and war. The South Korean delegation urges North Korea to accept a multilateral 

forum for discussing the issue with the United States, but the North Korean delegation remains recalcitrant, 

insisting that bilateral US-North Korean talks are the only way of resolving the standoff and thus must precede any 

multilateral talks.  

τP.S. Suryanarayana, "N-Arms: Seoul to Harden Stance," The Hindu, 12 July 2003, www.thehindu.com; "High-Level 

Dialogue Put Off in Seoul: Wording of Joint Statement Causes Delay," Bangkok Post, 12 July 2003, 

www.bangkokpost.com. 

11 July 2003  

South Korean Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Yun Yong Kwan, referring to North Korea's refusal to 

participate in multilateral talks on resolving the current nuclear standoff, tells that National Assembly that "if the 

North continues to refuse to abandon its existing policy and does not agree to negotiations, it will affect the way 

the (South Korean) government pursues the 'peace and prosperity policy' or the contents of the policy itself."  

τP.S. Suryanarayana, "N-Arms: Seoul to Harden Stance," The Hindu, 12 July 2003, www.thehindu.com. 

Mid July 2003  

US and South Korean intelligence sources discover evidence suggesting that North Korea might possess a second 

plutonium reprocessing plant. According to US officials, sensors set up on North Korean borders have detected 

elevated levels of krypton-85, a signature emission released when the cladding of spent fuel rods is cut. While the 

levels of krypton-85 do not indicate that North Korea has reprocessed all 8,000 spent nuclear fuel rods as North 

Korean officials have claimed, computer analysis of wind direction and the path of the krypton-85 gas indicates 

that it did not originate from the known reprocessing facility in Yongbyon-kun. In addition, a South Korea 

intelligence agent reports the existence of a second reprocessing plant northeast of the Yongbyon nuclear 

complex. [Note: Several scholars and South Korean officials dispute the conclusion that elevated levels of krypton-

85 indicates that North Korea has a second reprocessing plant or has even begun reprocessing plutonium at the 

Radiochemistry Laboratory in Yongbyon-kun. These skeptics contend that the krypton gas could have originated 

from Russia, China or Japan, or North Korea could have deliberately released krypton gas that had been stored 

from earlier reprocessing in an attempt to exaggerate its nuclear progress. However, it might not be possible to 

"store" krypton-85 emissions for later release.]  

τDavid E. Sanger and Thom Shanker, "North Korea Hides New Nuclear Site, Evidence Suggest," New York Times, 

20 July 2003, www.nytimes.com; Rob Edwards, "Krypton Clue to North Korean Nuclear Progress," New Scientist, 21 

July 2003, www.newscientist.com; Bill Gertz, "2nd N. Korean Nuclear Site Not Likely," Washington Times, 22 July 

2003, p. 8; Daily Yomiuri, 20 July 2003, in "Source Says US Informs Japan, ROK of DPRK's Second Plutonium Plant," 

FBIS Document ID JPP20030720000043. 

15 July 2003  

In an interview with the Washington Post, former US Secretary of Defense William Perry says that the nuclear 
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standoff on the Korean Peninsula is spiraling out of control. Perry says, "The nuclear program now underway in 

North Korea poses an imminent danger of nuclear weapons being detonated in American cities."  

τThomas E. Ricks and Glenn Kessler, "US, N. Korea Drifting Toward War, Perry Warns: Former Defense Secretary 

Says Standoff Increases Risk of Terrorists Obtaining Nuclear Device," Washington Post, 15 July 2003, p. 14. 

18 July 2003  

Mohamed ElBaradei, director general of the IAEA, calls North Korea "the most serious threat to the nuclear 

nonproliferation regime."  

τ"UN Official Warns of North Korea's Nuclear Threat," New York Times, 18 July 2003, www.nytimes.com. 

18 July 2003  

China's Deputy Foreign Minister Dai Bingguo meets with high ranking US officials in Washington to discuss ways to 

resolve the nuclear standoff with North Korea diplomatically. Bush administration officials reportedly tell Dai that 

the United States will participate in another round of trilateral talks with North Korea and China if the talks are 

immediately followed by multilateral talks that incorporate South Korea, Japan and possibly Russia. The officials 

also reportedly claimed that at the latter of the two meetings, the United States will present a plan for resolving 

the nuclear standoff.  

τDavid E. Sanger and Thom Shanker, "North Korea Hides New Nuclear Site, Evidence Suggests," New York Times, 

20 July 2003, www.nytimes.com; Glenn Kelller, "Proposal to N. Korea Weighed: US Might Offer No-Attack Pledge," 

Washington Post, 22 July 2003, p. 1. 

21 July 2003  

U.S. News and World Report, citing anonymous Bush administration officials, reports that senior officials in the 

Department of Defense are drafting a new war plan for a possible future military conflict with North Korea. The 

new plan, called Operation Plan 5030, reportedly calls for provocative pre-war maneuvers by US forces in Korea in 

order to deplete North Korean military resources before an actual confrontation. Such pre-war maneuvers would 

include flying RC-135 reconnaissance planes closer to the North Korean border in order to encourage North Korea 

to send fighter jets to intercept the plane and thus deplete limited supplies of jet fuel. Operation Plan 5030 has not 

been approved yet.  

τBruce B. Auster and Kevin Whitelaw, "Upping the Ante for Kim Jong Il: Pentagon Plan 5020, a New Blueprint for 

Facing Down North Korea," U.S. News and World Report, 21 July 2003, www.usnews.com. 

23 July 2003  

Reuters, citing a source with close ties to the North Korean government, reports that North Korea is prepared to 

declare itself a nuclear power on 9 September if the nuclear standoff is not resolved by then.  

τSo Su Min, "NK Threatens to Declare Itself Nuclear State Nuclear State by Sept. 9," Korea Times, 24 July 2003, in 

"ROK Cites Reuter Report on DPRK Plan to 'Declare Itself a Nuclear State' on 9 Sep," FBIS Document ID 

KPP20030723000084. 

31 July 2003  

North Korean ambassador to Russia reportedly tells Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Yuri Fedotov that North 
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Korea supports resolving the nuclear standoff on the Korean Peninsula through multilateral talks that would 

involve delegates from North Korea and the United States as well as China, Japan, Russia and South Korea.  

τDavid Stout, "State Dept. Sees North Korea as Ready for 6-Way Negotiations," New York Times, 31 July 2003, 

www.nytimes.com. 

31 July 2003  

Representatives from the United States and North Korea meet in New York to discuss the format of future high-

level talks aimed at resolving North Korea's nuclear weapons crisis. According to the North Korean Foreign 

Ministry, the North Korean representative proposes a six-party format at which the United States and North Korea 

will hold bilateral meetings on the sidelines of talks that incorporate representatives from China, Japan, Russia and 

South Korea.  

τ"Spokesman for DPRK Foreign Ministry on Recent DPRK-US Contact," Korean Central News Agency, 1 August 

2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

4 August 2003  

The North Korean Foreign Ministry issues a statement that says six-party talks aimed at resolving the standoff over 

North Korea's nuclear program will soon be held in Beijing.  

τ"DPRK Foreign Ministry Spokesman on Six-Party Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 4 August 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp; "Choson'oemusong Taebyon'in 6 Chahoedam'i Beijing'eso Kot Yollige Toenda," Korean Central 

News Agency, 4 August 2003, www.kcna.co.jp.  

4 August 2003  

The Los Angeles Times reports that North Korean "military scientists were recently monitored entering Iranian 

nuclear facilities." The report cites "people inside Iran and foreign intelligence officials" as having asserted that the 

North Koreans are assisting Iran develop a nuclear warhead. According to the report, so many North Koreans are 

residing in Iran working on its missile and nuclear weapons programs that a resort on the Caspian Sea has been set 

aside for their personal use.  

τDouglas Frantz, "Iran Closes In on Ability to Build a Nuclear Bomb; Tehran's Reactor Program Masks Strides 

toward Weapons Capability," Los Angeles Times, 4 August 2003, p. 1, in Proquest. 

11 August 2003  

During a meeting with Japanese Foreign Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi, Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing 

announces that China will host six-party talks in Beijing aimed at resolving the standoff over North Korea's nuclear 

crisis. The talks will take place over three days in late August.  

τJiji Press, 11 August 2003, in "China to Host 6-Way Talks in Beijing Late August," FBIS Document 

JPP20030811000052. 

13 August 2003  

The North Korean Foreign Ministry issues a statement that says the upcoming six-party talks will amount to 

nothing if the United States insists upon North Korea abandoning its nuclear weapons program before first signing 

a nonaggression treaty, normalizing diplomatic relations, and removing all economic sanctions. Until the United 



   
 

 

Related content is available on the website for the Nuclear Threat Initiative, www.nti.org. 

This material is produced independently for NTI by the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies at the  
Monterey Institute of International Studies and does not necessarily reflect the opinions of and has not been  
independently verified by NTI or its directors, officers, employees, or agents. Copyright © 2011 by MIIS. 

 

States takes these steps, the Foreign Ministry says, North Korea "will not abandon its nuclear deterrent force."  

τ"DPRK's Stand on Six-party Talks Clarified," Korean Central News Agency, 13 August 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; 

Korean Central Broadcasting Station, 13 August 2003, in "DPRK Radio Carries FM Spokesman's Press Statement on 

6-Way Talks," FBIS Document KPP20030813000062; "Choson'oemusong Taebyon'in 6 Chahoedam'e Rimha'nun 

Uriui Ch'wiji Palkhim," Korean Central News Agency, 13 August 2003, www.kcna.co.jp.  

13 August 2003  

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Alexander Losyukov tells reporters that "it would be fair to provide some security 

guarantees for North Korea." He questions whether the United States is ready to provide them, adding that the 

main goal of the six-party talks is to overcome the differences between the US and North Korea.  

τMoscow Interfax, 13 August 2003, in "Russian Foreign Ministry Considers Security Guarantee for North Korea 

Fair," FBIS Document CEP20030813000337; Xinhua News Agency, 13 August 2003, in "Russia Says DPRK's Demand 

for Security Guarantees 'Absolutely Logical,'" FBIS Document CPP20030813000131.  

14 August 2003  

China's Foreign Ministry announces that it will host six-party talks in Beijing 27-29 August in an effort to resolve the 

North Korean nuclear standoff. The participants will include representatives from the US, China, Japan, North 

Korea, South Korea, and Russia.  

τReuters, "Beijing to Host North Korea Talks," New York Times, 14 August 2003, www.nytimes.com; "Beijing 

Confirms Six-way N Korea Talks Set for August 27-29," Agence France Presse, 14 August 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

22 August 2003  

Japanese Foreign Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi states that her South Korean counterpart, Yun Yong Kwan, supports 

Japan's plans to raise the issue of North Korea's past abductions at the upcoming six-party talks. North Korea 

admitted in September 2002 that it abducted 13 Japanese nationals decades earlier.  

τKyodo World Service, 22 August 2003, in "S. Korea Supports Japan's Plan to Raise Abductions," FBIS Document 

JPP20030822000106; Jiji Press, 22 August 2003, in "Kawaguchi Says Japan to Raise Abduction Issue in Six-Way 

Talks," FBIS Document JPP20030822000094.  

22 August 2003  

Mitoji Yabunaka, head of the Japanese Foreign Ministry's Asian and Oceanic Affairs Bureau, requests that the 

United States not withdraw its extended nuclear deterrence for Japan, regardless of the outcome of the six-party 

talks. Reflecting fears that Japan may lose the protection of the US nuclear umbrella after North Korea obtains 

security guarantees from the US, Yabunaka states that such guarantees should not ban the use of nuclear weapons 

in return for North Korea's nuclear disarmament.  

τ"Japan Asks US to Maintain Nuclear Deterrence," BBC Monitoring, 22 August 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

22 August 2003  

North and South Korea agree on details to reconnect railways that have been severed since 1950. South Korea, 



   
 

 

Related content is available on the website for the Nuclear Threat Initiative, www.nti.org. 

This material is produced independently for NTI by the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies at the  
Monterey Institute of International Studies and does not necessarily reflect the opinions of and has not been  
independently verified by NTI or its directors, officers, employees, or agents. Copyright © 2011 by MIIS. 

 

which will provide all of the equipment, materials, and construction expertise, will be sending several teams of 

engineers to the North.  

τYonhap News Agency, 22 August 2003, in "Koreas Agree on Details of Relinking Railways," FBIS Document 

KPP20030822000091; Korean Central News Agency, 22 August 2003, in "Working-Level Contact for Reconnecting 

Inter-Korean Rail and Road Links," FBIS Document KPP20030822000065; "Working-level Contact for Reconnecting 

Inter-Korean Rail and Road Links," Korean Central News Agency, 22 August 2003, www.kcna.co.jp.  

23 August 2003  

A senior official of the US State Department, speaking on condition of anonymity, says the US would consider 

establishing diplomatic relations with North Korea but would not concede to North Korea's demand for a 

nonaggression pact at the six-party talks.  

τYonhap News Agency, 23 August 2003, in "US to Consider Establishing Ties with North Korea; Official," FBIS 

Document KPP20030823000004.  

24 August 2003  

North Korea discloses details of a four-phase solution to the nuclear problem. The four phases are: 1) North Korea 

would announce its intention to abandon its nuclear program; 2) the United States would resume supplying fuel oil 

to North Korea; 3) the US and North Korea would sign a nonaggression treaty; and 4) North Korea would dismantle 

its nuclear facilities in exchange for the completion of a light-water power reactor. The proposal, which fails to 

address nuclear weapons, extracted plutonium, ballistic missiles, and Japanese abductions, is expected to be 

rejected by the US, Japan, and South Korea. [NOTE: The proposal was verbally presented during the US-DPRK-PRC 

trilateral talks in April 2003.]  

τNihon Keizai Shimbun, 24 August 2003, in "DPRK Calls for Four-Phase Process to Scrap Nuclear Facilities," FBIS 

Document JPP20030824000042.  

27 August 2003  

The first round of six-party talks to resolve the North Korean nuclear issue begin in Beijing. Heads of the 

delegations to the talks are James Kelly, assistant US secretary of state for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Wang Yi, 

Chinese vice-foreign minister, Kim Yong Il, DPRK deputy foreign minister, Alexander Losiukov, Russian deputy 

foreign minister, Lee Su Hyok, South Korean deputy minister of foreign affairs and trade, and Mitoji Yabunaka, 

director-general for the Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau of the Japanese Foreign Ministry.  

τ" Six-party Talks Begin in Beijing," Xinhua News Agency, 27 August 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; Andrei Kirillov and Vladimir Pavlov, "First Day at Six-sided Talks in Beijing Concluded," ITAR-TASS News 

Agency , 27 August 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "DPRK Delegation to Six-way Talks Leaves for 

Beijing," Korean Central News Agency, 26 August 2003, www.kcna.co.jp. 

27-29 August 2003  

A North Korean delegate tells diplomats at the Six-Party Talks that the DPRK has "no choice but to declare its 

possession of nuclear weapons" and "conduct a nuclear weapons test." North Korean diplomats, however, 

reiterated that the DPRK would be willing to dismantle its nuclear programs if the United States "changed its 

hostile policies, stopped obstructing North Korea's economic growth, and aided the energy needs of North Korea." 
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The US voiced optimism and called the Beijing meeting a "positive session." The six delegations maintained their 

respective positions and failed to make progress but agreed to continue talks and meet again in Beijing within two 

months.  

τPeter Slevin and John Pomfret, "N. Korea Threatens Nuclear Arms Test: Delegate to Talks Cites US Hostility," 

Washington Post, 29 August 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Kyodo World Service, 28 August 

2003, in "Russian Envoy Says 6 Nations Agree to Meet Again within 2 Months," FBIS Document 

JPP20030828000154; Kyodo World Service, 28 August 2003, in "6 Nations Set for Accord to Continue Dialogue," 

FBIS Document JPP20030828000155; "Keynote Speeches Made at Six-way Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 29 

August 2003, www.kcna.co.jp.  

30 August 2003  

A North Korea Foreign Ministry spokesman, commenting on the Six-Party Talks that concluded yesterday in Beijing, 

says that the North Korean delegation "made clear its consistent stand on the denuclearization of the Korean 

peninsula and set out reasonable and comprehensive ways to realize it." However, the spokesman also accuses the 

US delegation as having "raised undisguised brigandish demands." He says the US rejected "a package solution and 

the order of simultaneous actions," and that according to the US side, a wide range of issues could only be 

discussed after North Korea dismantles its nuclear program in a verifiable and irreversible manner. He concludes 

that "there is no other option for us but to further increase the nuclear deterrent force as a self-defensive measure 

to protect our sovereignty."  

τ"DPRK Foreign Ministry on Six-way Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 30 August 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; 

"Chosonwoemusongdaepyon'in 6 Chahoedam'e To'nun Ku Oddon Hungmina Kidaedo Kajilsu Opta," Korean Central 

News Agency, 30 August 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korea Rejects US Proposal ς DPRK Embassy in Moscow," 

Financial Times, 1 September 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Joseph Khan, "Korea Arms Talks 

Close with Plans for a New Round," New York Times, 30 August 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

3 September 2003  

North Korea's Supreme People's Assembly, during its first session of the 11th term, reelects Kim Jong Il as the 

chairman of the National Defense Commission (NDC). This position is considered to be the highest post in North 

Korea. Kim is also the general secretary of the Korea Workers Party and commander of the Korea People's Army. 

Other elected members of the NDC are: Cho Myong Rok, First Vice-Chairman; Yon Hyong Muk and Ri Yong Mu, 

Chairmen; Kim Yong Ch'un, Kim Il Ch'ol, Chon Pyong Ho, Ch'oe Ryong Su, and Paek Se Bong, Members.  

τ"DPRK's New Premier Gives 'Oath' in First Session of 11th SPA," Korean Central News Agency, 3 September 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp; "Kim Jong Il Reelected Chairman of DPRK National Defense Commission," Korean Central News 

Agency, 3, September 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "Reelection of Kim Jong Il Congratulated," Korean Central News 

Agency, 4 September 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "DPRK National Defense Commission Elected," Korean Central News 

Agency, 3 September 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "Choson Minju Chu ui Inmin Konghwakuk Kukpang Wiwonhoe 

Son'go," Korean Central News Agency, 3 September 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; Korean Central Broadcasting Station, 3 

September 2003, in "DPRK's Kim Yong-nam, Ch'oe T'ae-pok Address Kim Chong-il's Nomination as NDC Chairman," 

FBIS Document ID KPP20030903000126; Jong-heon Lee, "Analysis: N. Korea Toughens Nuke Stance," United Press 

International, 3 September 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  
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3 September 2003  

North Korea's Supreme People's Assembly passes a resolution supporting the Foreign Ministry's handling of the 

nuclear standoff with the US. The resolution blames Washington's "hostile policy" for the current nuclear crisis, 

and criticizes the Bush administration for having "termed the DPRK 'part of an axis of evil' and 'a target of 

preemptive nuclear attacks'." The resolution also supports the Foreign Ministry's view that North Korea "would 

have no other option but to keep and increase its nuclear deterrent force."  

τ"SPA Approves Measures Taken by Foreign Ministry as Regards Nuclear Issue," Korean Central News Agency, 3 

September 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "Chomihaengnunjewa Kwallyonhayo Choson'oemusong'i Ch'wihan 

Taeoejokchoch'idurul Sung'inham'e Taehan Kyolchong," Korean Central News Agency, 3 September 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp; Sang-Hun Choe, "North Korean Parliament Supports Pyongyang's Decision to Build up Nuclear 

Capabilities," Associated Press, 3 September 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

4 September 2003  

Chong Ha Ch'ol, Secretary of the Central Committee of the Korea Workers Party, says the DPRK will continue to 

increase its military deterrent force because the US has not abandoned its "hostile policy" towards the DPRK. 

Chong made the remarks in a speech delivered to congratulate Kim Jong Il on his reelection as the chairman of the 

National Defense Commission (NDC).  

τ"Pyongyangites Congratulate Kim Jong Il on His Reelection as Chairman as NDC," Korean Central News Agency, 4 

September 2003, www.kcna.co.jp.  

8 September 2003  

Mohamed ElBaradei of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) says North Korea's nuclear buildup poses a 

"serious and immediate challenge" to the nuclear nonproliferation regime. In his introductory statement to the 

IAEA Board of Gvoernors, ElBaradei says that "the Agency has been unable to implement fully its comprehensive 

NPT safeguards agreement with the DPRK."  

τMohamed ElBarardei, "Introductory Statement to the Board of Governors," 8 September 2003, www.iaea.org; 

"North Korea a Grave and 'Immediate' Threat to Nonproliferation: ElBaradei," Agence France Presse, 8 September 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

9 September 2003  

Vice Marshal Kim Yong Ch'un, chief of the General Staff of the Korean People's Army (KPA), says the DPRK will 

continue to increase its nuclear deterrent force. Kim makes the remark in a speech to celebrate the 55th 

anniversary of the founding of the DPRK.  

τ "DPRK to Steadily Increase Its Nuclear Deterrent Force," Korean Central News Agency, 9 September 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp; "James Brooke, "North Korea Celebrates without Missile Test," International Herald Tribune, 10 

September 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Charles Whelan, "North Korea Sets Bellicose Tone for 

55th Birthday Bash," Agence France Presse, 9 September 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Soo-

Jeong Lee, "North Korea Marks 55th Anniversary with Military Parade, But No Nuke Test," Associated Press, 9 

September 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Holds Military Parade, No Missiles 

Displayed," Kyodo News Service, 9 September 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  
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10 September 2003  

"A US official" says North Korea has halted activities at the Yongbyon nuclear complex. According to the Los 

Angeles Times, the official says, "various sensors and imagery and other things we have don't show activity." The 

official also says that North Korea easily start and stop activities at the site and that it would be very hard to 

conceal activities there.  

τPaul Richter and Greg Miller, "Halt in Work Seen at N. Korea Nuclear Site," Los Angeles Times, 11 September 

2003, in Proquest.  

12 September 2003  

North Korea agrees in principle to hold a second round of the six-nation talks in early November. The first round 

was held on 27-29 August 2003 in Beijing.  

τ"North Korea Reportedly Agrees to Further Six-Way Talks in November," Financial Times, 12 September 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea Agrees in Principle to Six-Party Talks in November: Report," 

Agence France Presse, 12 September 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N.K. Agrees to Second 

Round of Six-way Talks in November: Report," Yonhap News Agency, 12 September 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.   

23 September 2003  

The Korean central News Agency dismisses the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) resolution to rejoin the 

NPT, citing that the "hostile" US government is using the IAEA and that the DPRK is not bound to the NPT.  

τ"KCNA Dismisses Resolution of IAEA Meeting," Korean Central News Agency, 23 September 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp.  

30 September 2003  

A spokesman for North Korea's Foreign Ministry says the DPRK is "taking practical measures to steadily beef up the 

nuclear deterrent force as a just self-defensive means to repel the US nuclear preemptive attack." The spokesman 

says the measures are necessary because of the US "hostile policy."  

τ"U.S. Much Publicized Efforts for 'Peaceful Solution' to Nuclear Issue Dismissed," Korean Central News Agency, 

30 September 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korea to 'Steadily Beef Up Nuclear Deterrent' ς Spokesman," BBC, 30 

September 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Lim Chang-won, "N Korea Has No Interest in Crisis 

Talks, Wants More Nukes," Agence France Presse, 30 September 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

30 September 2003  

North Korea's Vice Foreign Minister Ch'oe Su Hon tells the UN General Assembly in New York that his government 

may not participate in the next six-party talks. Ch'oe says the DPRK is driven to lose "interest in or expectations on 

such talks" due to Washington's "hostile policies."  

τ"Pyongyang Says It will Make No Promises on Further Nuclear Talks," Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 30 September 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Lee Mi Suk, "Puk '2 ch'a 6 chahoedam kwanshimopta,'" Munhwa 

Ilbo, 1 October 2003, in KINDS, www.kinds.or.kr. 
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1 October 2003  

North Korean Vice Foreign Minister Ch'oe Su Hon tells reporters that while North Korea is committed to a peaceful 

resolution of the nuclear issue, Washington's "hostile policy" and the lessons from the Iraq war force the DPRK to 

defend itself with a "nuclear deterrence force." Ch'oe also says that North Korea will only use its "nuclear force" 

for deterrence and will not proliferate.  

τ"DPRK Vice FM Praises Friendship with PRC, Denies Nuke Proliferation Intention," Financial Times, 2 October 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "DPRK Feels Safe with 'Strong Nuclear Deterrence': Top 

Diplomat," Xinhua News Agency, 1 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

2 October 2003  

A North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman declares North Korea has successfully completed the reprocessing of 

8,000 spent fuel rods that can be used to produce nuclear weapons, and more spent fuel rods may be reprocessed 

in the future. He also states that, contrary to rumors, the DPRK has not made any commitments to resume the six-

party talks in Beijing.  

τ"DPRK to Continue Increasing Its Nuclear Deterrent Force," Korean Central News Agency, 2 October 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp; "Chosonwoemusong taebyonin 8,000 yotaeui p'eyollyobongchaech'ori songgwajoguro 

kkut'naetta," Korean Central News Agency, 2 October 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "N Korea Completes Nuclear Fuel 

Rod Reprocessing ς Foreign Ministry," Agence France Presse, 2 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; Jong-Heon Lee, "Analysis: N. Korea's Nuke Game Going Further," United Press International (UPI), 2 

October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

7 October 2003  

Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao, and South Korean President Roh Moo 

Hyun release a joint statement while attending the summit of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

in Bali, Indonesia. Among several issues, the statement addresses the North Korean nuclear issue, stating, "The 

three countries [China, Japan, and South Korea] reaffirm their commitment to a peaceful solution of the nuclear 

issue facing the Korean peninsula through dialogue and to the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, while 

addressing all the concerns of the parties and working together to maintain peace and stability on the peninsula." 

The statement marks the first time that China, Japan, and South Korea have joined together to make a declaration 

of policy.  

τ"Joint Declaration on the Promotion of Tripartite Cooperation among Japan, the People's Republic of China and 

the Republic of Korea, Bali, Indonesia," 7 October 2003, in Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, www.mofa.go.jp; 

"Japan, China, S. Korea Pledge to Deal with N. Korea Nukes," Kyodo News Service 7 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Roh Says N. Korea Nuke Standoff Will Ultimately Be Resolved," Yonhap News Agenyc, 

8 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Hiroshi Ito, "Asia Giants: No Nukes in Koreas," Asahi 

News Service, 8 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

7 October 2003  

A North Korean Foreign Ministry statement says that Japan should not take part "in any form of negotiations" for 

resolving the nuclear weapons issue. According to the statement, Japan is only an obstacle to the peaceful 

settlement of the nuclear issue due to their "black-hearted" intentions. Subsequently, US State Department 
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spokesman Richard Boucher rejects North Korea's demand stating, "Japan clearly must and will continue to be a 

participant in the six-party talks in order to achieve a diplomatic solution to North Korea's nuclear arms program."  

τ"Chosonwoemusong taebyonin haekhyopsangmadang'e ilbon'i kkiyodunun'gossul yongnaphaji ant'a," Korean 

Central News Agency, 8 October 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "Japan Urged Not to Meddle in Any Negotiations to Solve 

Nuclear Issue," Korean Central News Agency, 7 October 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korea says Japan Not 

Allowed in Nuclear Negotiations," BBC, 7 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korean 

Radio Carries Official Statement Barring Japan from Nuclear Talks," BBC, 8 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "DPRK Bars Japan from Future Talks on Nuke Issue on Korean Peninsula," Xinhua News 

Agency, 7 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. Rejects N. Korean Call for Excluding Japan 

from Nuke Talks," Kyodo News Service, 7 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. Insists on 

Japanese Role in Talks with North Korea," Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 7 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

7 October 2003  

An unidentified senior Bush administration official criticizes North Korea for attempting to drive a wedge between 

the five other members of the six-party talks and adds, "We can talk about this in the [United Nations] Security 

Council if North Korea doesn't want to cooperate."  

τ"U.S. May Seek U.N. Sanctions if N. Korea Rejects 6-way Talks," Kyodo News Service, 8 October 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

9 October 2003  

US State Department spokesman Richard Boucher states during a press briefing that the US will continue to pursue 

the six-party talks. Referring to a comment about raising the issue with the UN Security Council, Boucher says, 

"We're not headed off in another direction at this point."  

τ"U.S. Not to Take N. Korea Nuke Issue to UN for Now," Kyodo News Service, 9 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Daily Press Briefing Transcript, 9 October 2003, U.S. Department of State, 

www.state.gov. 

9 October 2003  

Chinese President Hu Jintao and Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue say the six-party talks should 

continue.  

τ "China Urges Continuation of Six-Party North Korea Talks," Financial Times, 9 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Chinese Leader Urges More Multi-national Talks on North Korea," Deutsche Presse-

Agentur, 9 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

9 October 2003  

In an apparent rejection of North Korean demands, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Yuriy Fedotov says the six-

party talks should continue to include Japan because it is "a successful format which may provide a solution."  

τ"Russian Minister Insists Six-Sided Talks on North Korea Must Continue," BBC, 9 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Russia Favors Continuation of Six-Nation Talks on N. Korea," Financial Times, 10 
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October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "China, Russia Support Japan Staying in N. Korean Talks," 

Jiji Press, 9 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

10 October 2003  

Wang Guangya, China's ambassador to the UN, reiterates the need to continue the six-party talks and speculates 

that December may be ideal for the next round of talks.  

τ"China Wants Resumption of North Korea Talks," Agence France Presse, 10 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

10 October 2003  

Konstantin Pulikovsky, presidential envoy in the Far Eastern Federal District of Russia, while visiting Beijing says 

that efforts are being made to continue the six-party talks.  

τYasuo Naito, "Japan: Senior Russian Foreign Ministry Official Comments on Six-Nation Talks," Financial Times, 9 

October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Russia Works for Resumption of North Korea Nuclear 

Talks ς Official," BBC, 10 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Vera Pavlova, "Russia Pressing 

for More Talks on N Korea's Nuc Problem," ITAR-TASS News Agency, 10 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

10 October 2003  

Yun T'ae Yong, spokesman for South Korea's presidential Blue House, tells reporters that South Korea will urge 

North Korea to continue the six-party talks when the two Koreas hold an inter-ministerial meeting in Pyongyang 

14-17 October.  

τ"Seoul to Urge Pyongyang to Participate in Multilateral Nuke Talks," Yonhap News Agency, 10 October 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "S. Korea to Urge Pyongyang to Accept Next Round of Nuclear Talks," 

Xinhua News Agency, 10 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "South Korea to Raise Six-Way 

Nuclear Negotiations at Cabinet Talks with North," Financial Times, 10 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

16 October 2003  

A North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman blames the Bush administration's "hostile policies" for the current 

nuclear issue and, in order to dispel doubts concerning its nuclear force, he says that North Korea will display "its 

nuclear deterrent to the public" at the "appropriate time." Subsequently, US Secretary of State Colin Powell and 

State Department spokesman Adam Ereli dismiss the North Korean statement as unclear and nothing new. South 

Korea's National Security Advisor Na Chong Il [Ra Jong Il] also discounts the threat as "another bargaining chip for 

negotiations to get the upper hand at the next round of six-party talks."  

τ"Spokesman for DPRK Foreign Ministry on U.S. Rumor Over Nuclear Issue," Korean Central News Agency, 16 

October 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "Chosonwaemusong taebyonin ddaega toemyon uriui haeg'okcheryog'ul 

mullijoguro konggae," Korean Central News Agency, 16 October 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "DPRK to Unveil Its Nuclear 

Deterrent at Appropriate Time," Xinhua News Agency, 17 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

"N Korea Says It will 'prove' It Has Nukes ς Foreign Ministry," Agence France Presse, 18 October 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "U.S. Dismisses N. Korea Statement on Possible Nuke Test," Kyodo News 
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Service, 16 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Charles Whelan, "Nuke Test Threat a 

Bargaining Ploy ς South Korea," Agence France Presse," 17 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com.   

16 October 2003  

Gen. Leon LaPorte, Commander of US Forces Korea, says North Korea is "a very, very credible threat" with its 800 

mid-range missiles. He also indicates support for the six-party talks by saying, "We need to have all the nations 

with vested interests involved."  

τ"N.K. Has 800 Mid-Range Missiles," Korea Herald, 17 October 2003, www.koreaherald.com; "North Korea 'A Very 

Credible Threat' says Commander of US Forces in South," BBC, 16 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com.  

19 October 2003  

US President George W. Bush says he is willing to commit to a multilateral written security guarantee not to attack 

North Korea in exchange for steps by Pyongyang toward abandoning its nuclear weapons program. However, he 

has ruled out a formal bilateral treaty of nonaggression that North Korea has demanded.  

τMike Allen and Glenn Kessler, "Bush says Pact with N. Korea Possible," Washington Post, 20 October 2003, 

www.washingtonpost.com; "U.S. Tries to Coax N. Korea," USA Today, 20 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Roh, Bush Agree on Security Guarantee for N. Korea," Japan Economic Newswire, 20 

October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Sim Sung-tae, "Bush May Assure N.K. Security; Surprise 

Move Depends on Progress in Nuclear Talks," Korea Herald, 21 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; "Bush Back Security Guarantee for NK," 21 October 2003, Korea Times, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; Joseph Curl, "Security Pledge Offered to N. Korea; Pyongyang Fires Missile after Talks," Washington 

Times, 21 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "South Korean Agency: North 'responded' to 

US 'overtures' with Missile Launch," Financial Times, 20 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

20 October 2003  

Members of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum summit, which is being held in Thailand, welcome 

the United States' policy shift on the North Korea nuclear issue. Although President George W. Bush has rejected 

North Korea's demand for a formal nonaggression treaty, he wants to offer a multilateral written security 

assurance.  

τ"APEC Welcomes US Call for Diplomatic solution to N. Korea Nuclear Crisis," Channel NewsAsia, 20 October 

2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Japan Welcomes Softer US Stand on North Korea Security 

Guarantee," Kyodo News Service, 20 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Russian Defence 

Minister Praises Bush Offer of Guarantee to North Korea," BBC, 20 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; Sim Sung-tae, "Bush May Assure N.K. Security; Surprise Move Depends on Progress in Nuclear Talks," 

Korea Herald, 21 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Terence Hunt, "Bush Pushes for 

Compromise in Nuclear Standoff with North Korea," Associated Press, 20 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Mike Allen and Glenn Kessler, "Bush Says Pact with N. Korea Possible," Washington 

Post, 20 October 2003, www.washingtonpost.com; "Bush, Roh Discuss Possible North Korea Compromise," Agence 

France Presse, 20 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  
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21 October 2003  

North Korea dismisses a US offer of a multilateral written security guarantee in exchange for an end to its nuclear 

weapons program, and renews its demand for a bilateral nonaggression pact.  

τ"DPRK's Stand on Talks with U.S. Clarified," Korean Central News Agency, 23 October 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; 

"Migug'ui chongch'aekjonhwani opnun oddon hwoedamedo hungmiga opda," Rodong Sinmun, in Korea Central 

News Agency, 23 October 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korea Reportedly Rejects US Security Guarantee Offer," 

BBC, 22 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N Korea Rejects as 'Laughable' US Offer of 

Multilateral Security Guarantee," Agence France Presse, 22 October 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com. 

26 October 2003  

US House member Curt Weldon (Republican from Pennsylvania) says opposition from the White House caused him 

to abandon plans to lead a group of US lawmakers to the nuclear reactor in Yongbyon-kun, the site of North 

Korea's main nuclear complex.  

τAssociated Press, "Congressional Trip to N. Korea Called Off: White House Objected to Visit to Nuclear Weapons 

Plant," Washington Post, 27 October 2003, p. 9; Associated Press, "Lawmaker: White House Nixed N. Korea Trip," 

New York Times, 27 October 2003, www.nytimes.com; "Congress Delays North Korea Trip," BBC, 27 October 2003, 

http://news.bbc.co.uk.  

29 October 2003  

The Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO), the international consortium financing the 

construction of light-water reactors in North Korea, discusses suspending the project due to the deepening of the 

nuclear standoff. Members of KEDO, which includes South Korea, Japan, the United States, and the European 

Union, add that the decision would be tentative and can be retracted if North Korea abandons its nuclear weapons 

program.  

τYonhap News Agency, 29 October 2003, in "KEDO Set to Suspend Reactor Construction in N. Korea," FBIS 

Document ID KPP20031029000138; Yonhap News Agency, 29 October 2003, in "KEDO Decides to Suspend Reactor 

Construction in N.K.," FBIS Document ID KPP20031029000011; Barbara Borst, "Suspension of N. Korea Reactors 

Discussed," Associated Press, 4 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "KEDO to Suspend N. 

Korea Reactor Project for 1 Year," Kyodo News Service, 4 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com.  

4 November 2003  

The North Korean delegation votes against the non-binding UN resolution backing the annual report of the 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). North Korea's Deputy Ambassador Kim Chang Guk refers to the IAEA as 

"a tool of the United States" and walks out of the General Assembly chambers immediately following the vote of 

129-1 that approved the resolution.  

τEdith Lederer, "North Korea Opposes Resolution Supporting U.N. Nuclear Agency, Calling It a U.S. Tool," 

Associated Press, 4 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; United Nations Resolution 

A/58/PV.54, Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency, 4 November 2003, www.un.org.  
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6 November 2003  

A North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman comments on the impending decision by the United States and the 

Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO) to halt the construction of light water reactors in 

North Korea. He states that if construction is suspended, the U.S. and KEDO would be obliged to pay compensation 

and the DPRK will "never allow them to take out" the equipment and documents from the construction areas.  

τ"Chosonwoemusong taebyon'in migug'ui kyongsuro'gonsolchungjimunje'e ongub," Korean Central News Agency, 

6 November 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "Spokesman for DPRK FM on U.S. Intention to Stop LWR Construction," Korean 

Central News Agency, 6 November 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; Glenn Kessler, "N. Korea Reactor Project May End," 

Washington Post, 4 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "International Consortium May 

End DPRK Nuclear Reactor Project," Xinhua News Agency, 4 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; Jun Kwanwoo, "N Korea Threatens to Seize US-led Consortium's Assets," Agence France Presse, 6 

November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Sang-hun Choe, "North Korea to Seize Key Data, 

Equipment from Nuclear Reactors after U.S., Allies Stop Building," Associated Press, 6 November 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

6 November 2003  

President Pervez Musharraf tells a news conference that Pakistan had not transferred nuclear technology to North 

Korea although it had bought short-range missiles and related technology from North Korea. He says the visits to 

North Korea by Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan were related to purchases of missiles only, and Pakistan now produces 

missiles on its own and no longer conducts defense-related business with North Korea.  

τ"Musharraf Denies Role in NK Nuke Program," Pakistan Press International, 6 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Musharraf: No N. Korea Nuclear Swap," Associated Press, November 7, 2003, in 

CNN.com, www.cnn.com.  

11 November 2003  

The Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers Party, argues that American efforts to develop nuclear 

weapons may be reasons for other nations and North Korea to develop similar weapons, and that US moves "may 

spark a new arms race."  

τ"Migug'ui sohyonghaengmugi'gaebal chungjirul yogu," Korean Central News Agency, 11 November 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp; "U.S. Moves to Develop Smaller Nukes Under Fire," Korean Central News Agency, 11 November 

2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korean Paper Says US Development of Small Nukes May Spark 'New Arms Race,'" 

BBC, 11 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

14 November 2003  

A Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) editorial condemns the announcement by South Korea to purchase and 

deploy US-made surface-to-surface missiles with a range of 300 kilometers. KCNA warns the move as being "a very 

dangerous development" and threatens that "both the north and the south will fall victim to a nuclear war if it 

breaks out on the peninsula."  

τ"Chosonjungangt'ongshin ronp'yong namchosondanggug'ui sajong 300km missail olhaean silchonbaech'i," 

Korean Central News Agency, 14 November 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "KCNA Blasts New Type Missile Deployment in 

S. Korea," Korean Central News Agency, 14 November 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "N Korea Denounces S Korea's 
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Missile Deployment as US Aggression," Agence France Presse, 14 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; "North Korean Agency Says South's Missile Deployment 'Intolerable,'" BBC, 14 November 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

16 November 2003  

A North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman says North Korea may consider accepting a multilateral written 

security guarantee in place of the nonaggression treaty with the United States at the next round of talks if 

Washington ceases to maintain a hostile policy toward and threaten North Korea.  

τ"Woemusongdaebyon'in migug'ui choktaeshijongch'aek ch'olhoedoe'myon haekkyehoekp'ogi," Korean Central 

News Agency, 16 November 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "Spokesman for DPRK Foreign Ministry on Next Round of Six-

way Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 16 November 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "US Envoy in Japan to Discuss New 

Round of North Korean Talks," Agence France Presse, 17 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; "North Korea Offers to 'Modify' Phraseology of Simultaneous Action Principle," Financial Times, 17 

November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N. Korea Voices Readiness to Halt Nuclear Program: 

KCNA," Kyodo News Service, 16 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

17 November 2003  

US Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld visits and meets with South Korean Minister of Defense Cho Young-kil 

[Cho Yong Kil] as part of the annual Security Consultative Meeting (SCM). They issue a joint statement following 

SCM that, among other things, expresses concerns over the nuclear issue with North Korea and urges Pyongyang 

to "completely, verifiably and irreversibly dismantle it nuclear weapons programs."  

τ"S. Korea, US Hold Security Meeting with Joint Statement," Xinhua News Agency, 17 November 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Rumsfeld Pledges Continued Security in South Korea Amid Nuclear Dispute," 

Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 17 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "S Korean, US Defence 

Chiefs Begin Talks 'Amid' Anti-war Protests," Financial Times, 17 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com; Jae-Suk Yoo, "U.S. Envoy Discusses North Korean Nuclear Crisis in Seoul," Associated Press, 20 

November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

17 November 2003  

Visiting US Assistant Secretary of State James Kelly discusses the North Korean nuclear issue with Mitoji Yabunaka 

of the Foreign Ministry's Asian and Oceanic Affairs Bureau and Chief Cabinet Secretary Yasuo Fukuda. Kelly says he 

expects the next round of six-party talks to occur in mid-December.  

τ"Kelly Meets Japanese Officials for Talks over North Korean Row," Channel NewsAsia, 17 November 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "US Official Expects 6-Party Talks to be Held in Mid-December," Xinhua 

News Agency, 17 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

18 November 2003  

China's Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Jianchao says Beijing welcomes the 'positive message' from the DPRK 

referring to a North Korean Foreign Ministry spokesman's statement made on 16 November that the DPRK 

continues to seek a negotiated peaceful solution to the ongoing nuclear issue.  

τ"Spokesman Says China Welcomes Recent 'Positive Message' from North Korea," Financial Times, 28 November 
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2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Martin Parry, "US Envoy in China as Beijing Welcomes 'Sincere' N 

Korean Gesture," Agence France Presse, 18 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "China 

Welcomes DPRK's Latest Declaration to Maintain Peaceful Solution to the Nuclear Issue," Xinhua News Agency, 18 

November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

19 November 2003  

An editorial in the Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers Party, states that the redeployment of 

US forces in South Korea farther south and away from the Demilitarized Zone is intended for the launching of a 

preemptive nuclear attack against North Korea.  

τ"Sinister Designs Behind Relocation of U.S. Military Bases Exposed," Korean central News Agency, 19 November 

2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "Mi'gun'giji chaebaech'i norumun pukch'imul wihan kunsajokchoch'i," Korean Central News 

Agency, 19 November 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korean Paper Says Aim of US Forces Relocation in South Is 

Invasion," Financial Times, 19 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea Radio Says 

US Military Relocation Aimed at 'Northward Aggression'," BBC, 19 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-

nexis.com.   

19 November 2003  

Chinese Vice Foreign Ministers Wang Yi and Dai Bingguo meet with visiting US Assistant Secretary of State James 

Kelly to prepare for the second round of the Six-party Talks. A Foreign Ministry spokesman says both sides want 

the next round of discussions to take place as soon as possible.  

τ"China, US Agree on Need to Start Six-Party Talks as Soon as Possible," Financial Times, 20 November 2003, in 

Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "China, U.S. Discuss North Korea Nuclear Stand-Off," Deutsche Presse-

Agentur, 19 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com;  

21 November 2003  

The Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO) decides to suspend the construction of two light-

water reactors in North Korea. The United States, South Korea, Japan, and European Union make up the KEDO 

consortium, which has committed $4.6 billion for the project. The one-year suspension, which is to begin on 1 

December, is a reaction to North Korea's alleged violation of the 1994 Agreed Framework.  

τPeter James Spielmann, "Nuclear Consortium Suspends Work on Two Reactors for North Korea," Associated 

Press, 21 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "KEDO Suspension of North Korea Reactor 

Project Set to Begin 1 December," Financial Times, 21 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; 

"Construction of North Korea Nuclear Projects Suspended," Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 21 November 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "KEDO Suspends North Korea Nuke Project for One Year," Agence France 

Presse, 21 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Shim Jae-yun, "Allies to Suspend NK Nuclear 

Plant Project," Korea Times, 5 November 2003, http://times.hankooki.com.  

25 November 2003  

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Liu Jianchao says that North Korea's Deputy Foreign Minister Kim Yong Il met 

with Chinese State Councilor Tang Jiaxuan, Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing, Vice Foreign Ministers Dai Bingguo and 

Wang Yi in Beijing to discuss and prepare for the second round of Six-party Talks. The DPRK representative to the 
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six-way negotiations reassured Chinese officials of North Korea's final goal of a denuclearized peninsula and 

willingness to scrap its nuclear weapons program under the right conditions.  

τ"Spokesman Says China, North Korea Meeting on Six-way Talks 'Productive'," BBC, 25 November 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "N Korea's Nuclear Talks Envoy Briefed by China," Agence France Presse, 25 

November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesman's 25 November 

News Conference," Financial Times, 25 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "China Hopes 

Korean Peninsula Free of Nuclear Weapons: Chinese Premier," Xinhua News Agency, 24 November 2003, in Lexis-

Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

29 November 2003  

The Korean Central News Agency states that "Japan should not be allowed to participate in the [six-party] talks as 

it is persistently trying to bring up" abduction grievances during the negotiations.  

τ"Ilbon'un 6 chahoedam'e kkiyodul chagyogi obda," Korean Central News Agency, 29 November 2003, 

www.kcna.co.jp; "Japan Not Qualified to Participate in Six-way Talks," Korean Central News Agency, 1 December 

2003, www.kcna.co.jp; Jae-suk Yoo, "North Korea Rejects Japan's Participation in Nuclear Talks," Associated Press, 

29 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

29 November 2003  

The Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers Party, demands financial compensation from the 

United States and KEDO for the losses to be incurred by the suspension of the light water reactor projects.  

τ"Migukkwa kedo'e taesanggonsolyaksok pullihaeng'ui wiyakkum yogu," Korean Central News Agency, 19 

November 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "North Korea Demands US Compensation over Light Water Reactor Suspension," 

BBC, 29 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea Demands Compensation from US 

for KEDO Nuke Project," Channel NewsAsia, 29 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Boris 

Cambreleng, "North Korea Demands Compensation from US for KEDO Nuke Project," Agence France Presse, 29 

November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; Soo-Jeong Lee, "North Korea Says United States Must 

Pay for Delay to construction of Nuclear Reactor," Associated Press, 30 November 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  

1 December 2003  

The Rodong Sinmun, the official daily of the Korean Workers Party, urges the United States to accept Pyongyang's 

proposal based on "the principle of simultaneous actions" to resolve the nuclear issue. The actions would be "the 

US switchover in its hostile policy toward the DPRK, the DPRK's renunciation of its nuclear program followed by the 

opening of diplomatic relations between the two countries."  

τ"Migug'e tongshihaeng'dong'wonch'ikkwa ilgwalt'agyoran suyongch'okku," Korean Central News Agency, 1 

December 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "U.S. Urged to Accept Simultaneous Action and Package Solution," Korean 

Central News Agency, 1 December 2003, www.kcna.co.jp; "DPRK Urges US to Accept Proposed Package Solution," 

Xinhua News Agency, 1 December 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com; "North Korea Urges US to 

Accept Nuclear Package Deal," Agence France Presse, 1 December 2003, in Lexis-Nexis, http://web.lexis-nexis.com.  




